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General Association, &c. 

THE General Aflbciation of Cennefticat, met agreeably t» 
appoiotmenty in Litchfield, on the third Tuefday of June 
1801, at II o'clock, at the houfe of the Rev. Dan HttDting«> 
ton, and proceeded to the Meetiog^houfe, where it appeared that 
the following perfons were duly chofen delegates to this Aflb« 
ciation. 

I ft. Of the Aflociation of Hartford North, the Rev. Na- 
than Perkins and the Rev. Ifaac Porter. 

2nd. Of the AfTociation of Hartford South,the Rev. Enoch 
Buntiagton, and the Rev. Benoni Upfon. 

3d. OE the AiTociation of Windham Welti the Rev. Ifaac 
Day. 

4tb. Of the Aflociation of Windham Eaft, the Rev. Joha 
Staples. 

5th. Of the Aflociation of New-Haven Weft, the Rev. Ab- 
ocr Smith, and the Rev. Holland Weeks. 

6th. Of the Aflociation of New- Haven Eaft, the Rev. Da* 
vid Smith. 

7th. Of the Aflociation of Middlef^x, the Rev. Jofeph VaiL 

8th. Of the Aflociation of Tolland County the Rev. Abifli* 
ai Alden and the Rev. Royal Tyler. 

9ih^ Of the Aflociation of Litchfield South, the Rev. Jere- 
miah Day and the Kcv. Dan Huntington. 

loth. Of the Aflociation of Litchfield Noith,the Rev. Am- 
ixii R. Robbins and the Rev. Afahel Hooker. 

nth. Of the Aflociation of Fairfield £aft,the Rev. Stepheii 
Stebbins. 

-1 2th. Of the Aflociation of Fairfield Weft, the Rev. Am- 
zi Lewis and Rev. Piatt Bufl*ett. 

13th. Of the Aflbciationof New-London, the Rev. Joel Ben- 
cdift and the Rev. Henry Channing. 

The delegates from the General Affembly of the Prefi)yten- 
an Church were tlie Rev. John M'Night, D. D. the Rev. Arch^ 
8>ald Alexander acd the Rev. John B. Lisa. 



The ASBamden proceeded to theeboiceof t Modentoraod 
Scribes, tbe Rev. Jeremiah Day was chofen Moderator and the 
Rev. Afabel Hooker, and Nathan Perkint* Scribes. The A& 
ibciation was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

The Rer, Nathan Perkins, John M'Night. D. D. Joel Ben. 
ediA and Stephen Stebbins, were appointed a committee of over- 
tores to prepare bufinefs for the AfTociation. The fermon at the 
opening of the fefEoo was delivered bythe Rev. Nathan Perkins, 
from Jude 3d verfe. Beiovfd, when / gave diligence to vuriu 
untoysu of the common falvaiion ; it nvat needful for me to write 
ttnto you, and exhort you that ye Jhould eamefily contend for the 
fiuth which was once delivered unto the faints. 

Returns were made, from the lafl Delegation, to the Gene- 
ral AfTerably of the Pre(byterian Church. With the(e was pre- 
fented a plan of regolations, to be mutually adopted by faid AT- 
fembly and the General Aflbciation, concerning the new-fettle- 
ments, and tbe MifHonaries going to thofe iettlements, to pre- 
vent alienation, and to promote union and harmonny in thofe 
fettlemeots, which are compofed of inhabitants, from both thofe 
bodies. 

The regulations above fpecified were adopted by vote of the 
Aflbciatian. 

On motion, Voted, that the AiTociation dire^ the Truftees of 
the MilEonary Society, to furnifh each of their Miffionaries with 
t copy of the regulations propofed by the Geoetal AiTembly of 
the Prefbyterian Church, and now approved by this Aflbciation, 
that the condu^ of their MiSonaries may be governed accord- 
ingly. 

The following are the regubiions^ CsTr, 

X- It is ftridly enjoined on all their Miffionaries to the nev- 
{ettlements to endeavor by all proper means, to promote mutu* 
al forbearance and a fpirit of accommodation, between thofe in- 
habitants of the new-fettlements, who hold the Prefbyterian, 
and thofe who hold the Congregational form of Church goveto- 
ment. 

a. If, in the new-fettlements, any Church of the Congrega- 
tional order (hall fettle a Mini/^er of the Prefbyterian order, that 
Church may, if they cheofe, Hill conduft their difcipline, ac- 
cording to Congregational principles, fettling their difficulties 
among thcmfelves or by a Council mutually agreed on, for that 
purpofe. But if any difficulty (hall exift, between the Minifler 
and the Church, or any member of it, fiiall be referred to the 
Prefbytery, to which the minifkr fliall belong ; provided both 
parties agree to it, if not, to a Council, conMing of an equal 
number of Prefbyteriaos and Congregationalifts, agreed upon by 
both parties. 

3. If a Prefbyterian Church (hall fettle a Minifter of Con«> 
gregatiocal principles, that Church may (lill conduA their difci- 




plioci tecordlng td P^eAyteriiD principles ; excepting^ thtl if 
a difficulty ari(e, between him and his Church, or any member 
of it, the caafe (hall be tried by the Aflbciation, to which the 
faid Minifter fhall belong, profidedboth parties agree to it ; oth« 
crwife, by a Council, one half Congregationalifls, and the other 
bilf PreAytertansy mutually agreed on, by the parties. 

4. If any Congregation confift partly of thole who bold the 
Congregational form of difcipiine and partly of thofe who hold 
the Prefbyterian form ; we recommend to both parties, that 
this be no obQruAion to their uniting, in one Church, and fet- 
ding a minifler $ and that in this cafe, the Church choofe a (land- 
ing Committee from the communicants of laid chnrch, whofe 
faufineft it fhall be to account every member of the Church, who 
(hall condttd himfelf iaconfiflently with the laws of Chriftianity ; 
and to give judgment on fuch condudl ; that if the perfoo con- 
demned, by their judgment, be a Prefbyterian, he (hall have 
liberty of appeal to the Prcfbytery ; if he be a Congr^ationalid^^ 
he (hall have liberty to appeal to the body of the male communi- 
cants of the Church. In the former cafe, the determination of 
the Prelbytery (hall be final, unlefs the Church (hall confeot to 
ft further appeal to the Synod, or to the General Aflembly ; and 
in the latter cafe, if the party condemned (hall wi(h for a trial 
by a mutual Conncil, the cauie (hall be referred to fuch Council. 
And provided the (aid (landing Committee of any Church (hall 
depute one of themfelves to attend the Prcfbytery, he may have 
the lame right to fit, and adl, in the Prcfbytery, as a rating El. 
der of the Preftyterian Church. 

On motion, refolded that an attefted copy of the above plan 
be made by the Aated Clerk, and put into the hands of the del* 
egates, firom this Aflembly to the General AiTociation, to be by 
tliem laid before that body, for their confideration ; and that if 
it (hall be approved by them it go into immediate operation. 

A queftioo was exhibited on the expediency of taking meaf- 
nres, to fecure a full reprefentation of this body at the General 
Aflembly of the Pre(byterian Church. After a lengthy confid- 
eration, it was agreed, that a fubftitutebe appointed to each of 
the Commi(fioners firft chofen, and that in profpeA of either of 
the Commiffioners failing, his fub(litute (hall be feafonably noti« 
fied to attend in his (lead. The Rev. Ammi R. Robbins, John 
Smalley, o. D. and Dan Huntington were chofen to reprefent 
this A(rociation in the General A(remb)y of the Pre(byterian 
Church, at their Se(Bon in the city of Philadelphia on the third 
Thurfday of May 1802. And the Rev. Afahel Hooker, Be- 
ooni Upfon, and Azel Backus were appointed fubftitutes in the 
order now named. 

Thefubjed of intercoar(e with, and a delegation to the Con- 
vention of Clergy, in the State of Vermont, was brought be- 
fore the Aflbciation ; and after gaining what information could 
be had, refolved that a delegation of two perfoos be appointed 



to attend (aid ConTeotion to be holden At Weftmiofter in faid 
fiate on the firft Tuefday in September next^ to compleat the 
plan of union and intercourfe with them, and make report to tho 
next General Aflociation. Upon balloting, it appeared that 
the Rev. Nathan Perkins and the Rev. Simon Warterraaa 
were chofen to this delegation. A particular enquiry of each 
member of the General Aflbciation refpeding the uate of Reli- 
gion within our limits was made ; and alfo of the Commiffionert 
from the General Affembly of the Pre(byterian Church. The 
anfwers were for the moft part agreeable. In many places in the 
ftate there has been a great and uncommon attention to religion^ 
and the good fruits of the work of grace appear. We have alfo 
pleafing accounts of the ftate of vital piety in many Churchei 
and places of the General Aflenibly of the Prefbytertans. 

On balloting for Truftees, Trealurer, and Auditor of the Mi& 
fionary Society, the lame Gentlemen were te*eledted, who had 
iervcd in thofe capacities the preceding year, viz. 

His Honor John Treadwell, The Hon. Mefl^rs. Roosa 
KEWBEaaYy Heman Swift, Jonathan BaAC£,JoHNDAV* 
ENPoar, Dr. Joshua Lathrop, Rev. Mefs'rs Nathan IVllm 
Uamtt o. D. Benjanun Trumbull, d. d Levi Hartf d- d Cyp* 
rian Strongs Charles Backus^ Nathan Strong. 

Andrew Kingsbury, £fq. Treafurer-— and John Poa* 
ria, £fq. Auditor. 

A report was received from the Truflees of the Miifionary 
Society on the fubjedl of Miffions, permanent funds, contribu* 
tions, petitions to the Legiilature for a grant for new contribu* 
tions— ^nd verbal communications were made by the Rev. Na« 
than Strong, oie of the Trudees, on the fn^eft of Miffions to 
the Indian tribes, and the profpc£t of foccels. The report was 
approved and accepted. 

The AiTociation being informed, that thofe falutary purpofet 
were not realized, which were contemplated in the public com- 
munications of the MiiEonary Society ; Voted, That in order 
to promote, in the moft exteniive, and ufeful manner, the cir- 
cularion and influence of the narratives of miffionary efforts, and 
fiiccefs aanually publifhed, this AiTociation recommend to the 
diftrift AiTociations, to take due care, that their refpef^ive mem- 
bers faithfully diftribute faid narratives among the people^ in 
their limits, and that they requefl their members to /ender to 
them an account of their Hdelity in the bulinefs. 

The Rev. Joel Beoedift was appointed fccond to the preach- 
er on the evidences of ChriAianity the day preceding the Com- 
mencement at New-Haven. And the Rev. Noah Benedi^ to 
jireach the Concio ad Clerum, Commencement Evening* 
The Rev. Abel Flint was re-elcfted Treafurer of the General 
AiTociatton, and the Rev. Jofeph Wafhburn, Auditor. 

The Committee appointed laft year, to certify the good (land* 
ing and character of gofpel preachers travelling from our Churckes 




iDto thofe of the PrefbyteruD^ were re-appeuted this year, viz, 
Rcr. Dr. Lewis, Fairfield, W — David Ely, E.— Dr. Bcnja- 
min Trumbull, North- Haven, W. — Samuel Eclls, £.— -Joho 
Devotion,. Middlefex. Jofeph Strong, New-London. Mofes 
Welch, Windham. Dr. Nathan Williams, Tolland. Nathan 
Perkins, Hartford, N. — ^William Robinfon, S.— Sanuel J. 
Mills, Litchfieldy N. — Dan Huntington, S. — Andrew Lee* 
Windham, £. 

Voted, That thediftri6t Aflbclationsbe defired to ufe all due 
care to inform the Churches in their limits, that it is pioper and 
orderly for their members, when they remove their reUdence, ef- 
peciallyatadiflance, to feek a regular difmi£Bon, and teflimonir 
als of their good ftandiog, in the viCble Church of Chrift. 

Voced, That the next meeting of the General Aflbciation, be 
holden at the houfe of the Rev*. Matthias Burnet in Norwalk, 
on the third Tuefday of June next. And that extrafis from 
the minutes of this Aflbciation be publifked ; and that a Com* 
mittee be appointed for this purpofe. The Committee appoint* 
edwere the Rev. Mefs'rs. Benoni Upfoo, Nathan Perkins* 
and Henry A. Rowland, who are direded to call on the Treat 
nrer of this Aflbciation for the money neceflary to defray the 
expenfe of publication ; and that the Committee diftribute the 
cxuafts when pabliihed according to their difcieiion. 
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H£ General AiTociation of ConnedUcut met, agreeably to ap« 
pointmeaty on the third Tuefday of June, A. D. 1903, at 1 1 o'clock^ 
at the houfe of the Rev. Stephen W. Stebbiasy in Stratford. 

It appeared^ that the following Minifters were duly appointed del- 
egates from the feveral diftri£t AiTociations, to the General Aflp* 
nation* 

0/ Hartford North AJodaAon^ 
The Rev. Aaron Church> and Sanuel Stebbins. 

Hartford South jljoclation. 
The Rev. Cyprian Strong, and Giles H. Cowlet • 

NeW'Haven IVe/t A/fociation. 
The Rev. Ira Hart, and Amafa Porter. 

NeW'Haven Eqpcm AJfociaAon* 
The Rev. Samuel Bells, and Ifrael Bninard. 

NeW'London Ajffoclatiom 
The Rev. Lemuel Tyler, and Salmon G)De. 

Fairfield Wefiem AJfociatum. 
The Rev. Matthias Burnet, D. D. and J. J. Carle. 

Fmrfield Ea/lem Affbciation, 
The Rev. David Ely, and Jehu Qark. 

Windham Original AJ/ociation* 
The Rev. William Storrs, and William Graves. 

Windham Eqftern Affociation. 
The. Rev. John Suples. 

Litchfield North Affbciation. 
The Rev. Samuel J. Mills, and Peter Starr, 

Litchfield South AJociatiin. 
The Rev. Noah Benedia» and Ebenezer Porter. 



The Rer. Hi^am Lyman, and Jofiih B. Andrews. 

Tolland AJfoctation* 
The Rev. Abiel Abbot, and Amoa BafTett. 

^ The commii&oners or delegates from the Genend Aflembly of the 
Prcfbytcrian Church, Ui the United States, were — ^The Rev, Azcl 
Roe, D. D. and Aaron Condtt. ' • 

The delegate from the General Coovention of Vermont, was — 
The Rev. Afa Burton. 

The AfTociation, agreeably to rule, proceeded to the choice of a 
Scribe. The Rev. William Lyman was chofen. — ^Tbe Scribe then 
called for the votes for a Moderator. Ilie Rev. Noah Benedld^ was. 
chofen. The Moderator took the chair^ and called for the votes for 
an aiiiftanc Scribe. The Rev. Lemnd Tyler was chofen. 

Certificates of appointment, of the refpe6Uvc members were then 
Yead : after which, by particular defire of the Moderator, the Aflbcir 
ation wa^ opened with prayer by the Rev. Cyprian Strong. 

The Rev. Meffrs. Strong, Ely, Burton and Church, were appoint- 
ed a committee of overtures, to prepare and arrange bufinefs for the 
Affociation* 

The committee prepared and reported a dockets which was read 
and approved. 

The following queftion was propofed, vi?. Shall this AfTociation 
requeil a Sermon, during its feffion, from the delegation firom each of 
the ecclefiaftical bodies abroad*. with which they are conne£led. 

Voted in the affirmative. 

Adjourned^ to meet at the meeting houfe, immediately after the 
public Le^ure. , . 

Proceeded to the ]^ce of public worfhip, where a Sermon was de- 
livered by the Rev. Noah ISenedid, from i Sjun. xxiiv chap. lo. 1 1. 
12. and 13. verfes. *< Then JoAd David, O Lord God of Ifrael; 
*' thyfervant bath certainly beards that Saul feeketh to comt to Keilah, 
** to deflroy the city for my fake. JVUt the men of Keilah deliver me up 
** into his hand ? Wiil Saul eome -dovm as thy fervant bath beard ? O 
*' Lord God of IfraeU / hffeecb thee tell tSyfirvant* > jind the Lord 
^^ /aid, be will come do'dfn* ' 

*< Thenfaid David, Will thfi men rf Keilah dilnter mt emd my, men 

into the hand of Saul I And the Lord /uV, ihey wUl defvoer thee up. 

" Then David and his mm^ which niter e about J^ bundredy arofe and 
*' departed out f Keilah, and went wbither/otver they would go : and 
«c i^ qyas told Saulj thai David wm efsapedfrom Keilah, tmd be forbore 
« to go forth." 

Met according to adjournment. 

A report from the delegates to the General Aflembly of the Ph^f- 
byteiian Church, at their meeting in Philadelphia, in May lafl, was 
received and read. Whereupon Voted, That faid report is very ac- 
ceptable : and the very* favorable accounts contained in faid report, 
refpeding the profperous ftate of religion, in many of the churches, 
under their care, is highly gratifying. 



« 




Adjoumed to meet at this place, tomorrow morning at 7 o'clock* 
Clofed with piaycr. 

In the erening, a fenoon was preached by the Rev. Ala Burton, 
from J Peter, i. chap. 4. verfe ; ** To an inheritance^ incorrigible and 
^ imdefikdi and that faddh not anvay^ referoed in heaven for you. 
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WsDNESDAYi June 22. 

Met according to adjournment, and opened with prayer. 
. A Report, from the Truflees of the Mifiionary Society was read, . 
contadniog very pleafine and interefting details of their proceedings ; 
Xsli the fttccefs' of Miim>nary labors, and the profperous date of the 
Miffionary funds. 

Which Report is as foUoweth. 

REPORT of the Trufieet of the MiJJionary Society of 
Conne£licuty to the faid Society^ to be convened at Strata 
fordyonthethirdTuefdayofJune^ 1803. 

MFMMEND FATHERS AND SRETHREH, 

NOTHING can afford greater encourag-ement, or a nobler fat. 
isfadiioo to the pious founders of an inftitution, for the fuitherance of 
the gofpel, than the divine approbation, manifelled in anfwering their 
prayers, and in remarkably fucceeding their defigns and labors. 
Whatever latisfa^ion it may aSbrd* them to eftabliih inilitutions, for 
the good of men and for the glory of the Redeemer, whatever en- 
couragement they have to pray, and however good it may be to draw' 
near to God ; yet*, when he anfwers their prayers, approves and fuc- 
cccds their inflitutions and labors, it adds to the encouragement and 
augments the joy. 

Animated and joyful in theSe views, your Truftees prefent you 
with their moft cordial congratulations on the honor and fucctfs of 
the Miffionary Society, and the aufpicious afpeds with which you are 
convened. An uncommon combination of circumilances prefents it- 
fclf to encourage the exertions,^ excite the prayers, and enliven tlie 
hopes and joys;of the Society and their TruAecs. 

The favorable reception of the Society's petition by the Lcgifla- 
'ture ;— their continued countenance and approbation ^— the Incor- 
poration of the Board of Truflees, with ample powers to carry into 
more effeAual execution the defigns of the Society; — the continued ap. 
probation and chanty of the good people of this ftate, manifelled in their 
Ifttc liberal contributions ;-*the generous donations of particular indi- 
viduals, in this flate and in other dates ;— and the favorable reception of 
the Conne^iicut Evangelical Magazine, in confequence of which the 
funds of the Society have been confiderably augmented, have adircdl 
and powerful tendency to invigorate our exertions, to unite our pray* 
ers and praifes, and to fill us with hope and joy. It is the prayer of 
the Trullees that the influence of tbefe confiderations may be mutually 
felt ; and that the Society may have a harmonious and ufeful meeting : 
That a fpirit of wifdom, brotherly affc^ion and univcrfal good will 



may be died fkiwn upon the members ; and that their ddiberations 
and decifions may W dire6led for moft extenfive and lafting good. 

With thcfe views and feelings, the Truftees beg leave to report the 
tranfadions of the lad year, and the prefent date of the miffions and 
fiindsi accompanied with fuch documents as may be necefliary to iU 
luftrale the Report. 

. A cQpy o{ the annual Narrative, lately publifhed, will be tranfmitted» 
with this /eport, to each niember of the Society. This contains a 
general ftatement of the proceedings of the Truftees, of miffiopary 
labors, and ol the flate of the funds, to the clofe of the year 1 8o2. 

By the fiatements in the Narrative it will appear, that five Miffion- 
arics were employed the whole of the laft year ; — viz. Meffrs. Badger 
and Chapman in New*Conne£licut ; MefTrs. Bufhnell and Woodward 
in other new fettlements, and Mr. Bacoif as a Miflionary to the In- 
dians. Mr. Bufhnell retifited the towns and fettlements, in the ftates 
of New- York and Vermont, in which he had formerly labored ; and 
viiited and preached at feveral places in which he had never labored be* 
fore. Mr. Woodward fpent part of the year at Black River and the 
adjacent fettlements. On his return from thofe parts, he was ordained 
an Evangelift, .on the 29th of September, and foon after recommenced 
his miffion^ labors, in the weftern counties of New- York, and the 
northern counties of Pennfylvania, in concert with the Rev. Mr. 
WjUifton. The Rev. Mr, Bacon has been employed the whole time, 
as a Mifllonary to the Indians. His prefent refidence is at Michilli- 
mackinac, where he has fpent a confiderable time in learning the 
Chippeway language. If encouraged by the Indian Chiefs, with 
whom he probably had ao-intervicw, in the courfe of the lad fpring, 
he will this fummer vifit fome of the tribes, and endeavor to inftru£i 
them in the fird principles of the Chndian religion. 

Befides thefe five Miilionaries which have been employed during the 
year, the Rev. Mcflrs. Scth Willidon, Alexander Gillct, Solomon 
Morgan, John Willard, jun. William F. ^filler and Samuel Leon- 
ard labored part of the year, in the dates of New- York, Vermont, 
and Pennfylvania. 

During the year there have been performed about 30 weeks of mif- 
fionary fervice, more than in any preceding year. The whole cxpeofe 
of the Miifionaries' preaching in the new fettlements is about 1600 
Dollars. 510 Dolls, have been paid to Mr. Bacon, Miffionary to 
the Indians, and 200 Dolls, have been appropriated to the purcha- 
fmg of Books to be dilbibuted among the irdiabitants of the new fet- 
tlements. Some fmall accounts, for printing, dationary and podage, 
make the whole expenditures of the Society to be 2350 Dolls. 

But notwithdanding the expenditures of the lad year have exeeeded 
thofe of former years, yet the Trudees are happy to be able to report, 
that the funds of the Spcitty are not diminifhed, but condderably in- 
creafed. At the time of the publication of the narrative, the per- 
manent fund was about 4400 Dolls. From the avails of the Connect- 
icut Evangelical Magazine, which have been (Incepaidby the publifli- 
ers, and from other donations, that fund is now nearly 7CXX) Dolls. 
98 appears by the Treafuier's account accompanying this Report. 

By reafon of the large coUedions made in fome cf our principal 




townf and cities* for the relief of the fufferers by the late coniiagra^ 
tioD of Portfniouth>— the badnefs of the feafon on the day appointed 
for tbe contribution, — and fome other circumftancca, — it was eifpefted 
that the contributions in May laft would have fallen (nuch below the 
fom contributed in former years ; but the Tniftees are happy to inform 
the Society that about 2800 Dolls, of faid contribution^ have been 
already received into the Treafury ; and from the number of parifhcs 
Drom whkh no returns have been made, there is reafon to expe(5l that 
the contributions this year will equal if not exceed thofe of any pre-" 
ceding year. A more particular flatement of the funds is contained 
in the Trcafurcr's account, herewith tranfmittcd, to which the Truf- 
t^es beg leave to refer the Society. In addition to the donations fpe- 
cificdin that account, Mr. Benjamin Beecher of Chefhire has deeded 
to the Society a lot of land, edimated to be worth about 700 Dolls. 
the profitO" of which, after his death, are to be appropriated to the 
purpofes for which the Society was inflituted. There have been alfo 
fevoal donations of Books, to be diftributcd among the inhabitants 
of the new fettlements. 

The Truftees have determined to fupport three Miffionaries, the 
prefent year, in New-Connedicut, if they can be obtained. Mr. 
Badg^ has been reappointed to itinerate in that territory ; and Mr. 
Thomas Robbins, a Candidate for the minillry, is appointed to fuc-> 
ceed Mr. Chapman, who has recently returned from his miilion. 
Should Mr. Robbins accept the appointment, the North Confociatioii 
of Litchfield County wiU be requeiled to ordain him aft an Evangel id, 
for that purpofe. A third Miilionary will be fcnt there as foon as a 
fukable perfon can be found. 

The Rev, MelFrs. Willifton and Woodward are appointed to intin- 
erate in the fame fettlements, in New-York and Pennfylvania, in 
"which they labored the laft year. The Rev. Aaron Kinnc is ap- 
, pointed ta go on a miilion to the fettlements on the Ofwegotchee, for 
fix months*; and Mr. Hovey, a Candidate for the miniftry, to Black 
river and parts adjacent for four months. The Trufttes have alfo vo- 
ted that a Miffionar}' be fcnt for fix months to the counties of Otfcgo 
and Delaware. The Rev. Meffrs. Bufhnell and Leonard are itine- 
rating as Miffionaries, one half of the time, in the northern part of 
Vermont* The Rev. Job Swift is appointed to a million of fixteen 
weeks, to the fettlements weft of lake Chaniplain, and tbe northwef- 
tcm part of Vermont ; and the Rev. John Willard, jun. to the 
northeaftem part of Vermont, for four months. Should any of thefe 
Miilionaries fail, the Committee of midions are dire£led to fupply 
their places with others 4 and as the funds of the Society increafe, 
and the miifionary field grows more extenfive, the Truftees will cm- 
ploy a proportionably greater number of Miffionaries. They view 
the truft committed to them to be important, and afk the prayers of 
the Society that they may be faithful in difcharging its duties. 
, . Tho' nothing effedual has been yet done among the American In- 
dians, Mr. Bacon will be continued, for the prelent, in their vicinity, 
that he may tender the gofpel to^thcm, whenever a door ftiall be open- 
ed. In addition to its being one objc6t of the milTionary inftitution 
to prdpagate the gofpel among the heathen on our borders, the Truf- 
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tees are induced to continue their exertions to this effe6^} from the 
eonCderatioii that Mr. Solomon Goodell of Jamaica, Vermont, hat 
generoibfly given lOOO Dollars to he- appropriated particularly to this 
obje6^. Towards 500 Dollars of this fum have already been paid ; 
and the refidue Mr. Goodell has promifed to fend as foon as he can col' 
k^ it, without dtftreffing his debtors. 

From the information which the Truftees have received, in eonfe* 
qnence of their miffionary correfpondence, it appears that the iiiif- 
fionary fpirit and exertions, in Europe and America, are ftill prevail- 
ing ; that roiffions are forming ; the number of Miffionaries increafing ; 
and the profpeAs of fuccefs are conftantly brightening. New, uaex- 
pedled and extenfive fields are opening for the diffufion of Chriftian 
knowledge, and the enlargement of the kingdom of the divine Re- 
deemer. 

From the communications of the London Miffionary Society, to 
the Board of Truftees, which have been publifhed and tranfmxtted to 
the miniflers of this ftate, it appears that a door is opening in France 
and Italy, for the introdu6tion and fpread of true religion in thofe ex- 
tenfive countries; and that the faid Society are making attempts to 
fpread the New-Teftament, and an Eflay on its divine original, through 
their various dominions. For this purpofe, they have ordered an im- 
prefiion of 9000 Teftaments, that the inhabitants of thofe countries 
may enjoy the fcriptures in their native langaages. Thouiands of the 
EfTay are alfo ordered to be printedt in the French language, and to be 
fpread among the people. The London Society are alfo adopting 
mcafures to introduce a number of zealous, proteflant preachers into 
Paris, and other parts of iht French dominions. A corre^ondcnce, 
it feems, is opening with the Protcftants, in every part of France^ 
with a defign to organize the whole body, and to call into exertion 
their combined influence and energies, for the revival andextenfion of 
the interefts of true religion. 

Befides increafing the number of their MifHonaries at the Cape of 
Good Hope, in the lilands of the South Sea, and in other parts, 
the London Society are about to fend Miffionaries to the liland of 
Ceylon. The inhabitants are very numerous, and it is computed that 
not lefs than 150,006 who profefs the Chriflian faith, are (bread 
through JaiFnapatam and fome other dillri6ls of that Ifland. Here a 
happy foundation is laid, and a wide door opened to fpread among the 
Ccylonefc heathen the unfcarchable riches of Chrift. 

The eftablilhed Church of England have formed a! Society, for the 
exprefs purpofe of employing Miffionaries in Africa and the Eaft. 
Proteftants in almoft every part of Europe appear to be uniting their 
counfels, exertions and prayers, for the more extenfive promulgation 
of the glorious gofpel of Chrift. By means of their Miffionary So- 
cieties, of various denominations, the Gofpel is perhaps more extcn- 
iively and zealouHy preached than it has been in any other period, 
iince the primitive ages of Chriftianity. At the fame time, the di- 
vine fmiles appear very generally to attend their labors and exertions. 

In New-England and the ftate of New- York, there afre not Icfs 
than feven or eight Societies, formed for the exprefs purpofe of diifo- 
fing Chrillian knowledge, in the new fcttlements and among the hea- 
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then witKin the linu'ts of the United States. Their funds, tlieir in- 
fluence and haj^py cftccls are increaring, and becoming more and more 
important and v-.fible. 

In thefc eyents and profpe6ls, the Trufcees are animated, arid ex- 
cecdingiy rejoice. They feel themO-lves particularly happy in tlie 
fuccefs o£ the Mjflionary Society c-f Connctlicat ; in the abLudnnt 
labors^ fideh'ty and fuccefs of Mlilionarits ; ai.d th(. gratcRjl acknowl- 
cdgraeiits of the pious people in various parts of the new fcttlements. 
"While they believe the univerfal dominion cf Jehovah, that of him 
and through him are all things, they defire to give all the glory of. 
the Miflionary Inftitution, of all its fucccfs and happy confequences, 
entirely to him. While they behold with gratitude, wonder and joy, 
the fpirit which he hath pourtd out upon fo great a part of Europe 
and America ; that union in counfel, in charity, in exertion and pray- 
er for the enlargement cf the kingdom of the Redeemer, and the 
means which he is ufing, they cannot but pcrluade thcmfclvcs that he 
is about to bellow fignal favors upon Zion; that he will caufe her to 
enlarge the place of her tent, and to ftretch forth the curtains of her 
habitations $ — to break forth on the right hand and on the left ; and 
hcrieeito inheiitthe Gentiles, and make thedefolate cities to be in- 
habited. He is wife in heart and wonderful in counfel. He dotli 
nothing ia vain.. Muil he not therefore have fome glorious work in 
^cw, equal to the means which he is employing ? Though the progrefs 
may be flow,, at fij*ft, and the effff^s almoll imperceptible, yet may 
not theprefeut fpirit and meafurcs be leadini^ ilcps to that glorious 
era, when a nation fhall he born in a day ? May tliey not be as mor- 
felsof leaven, which (h^ll operate uuiil they affctj-i the whole mafs"; 
and the earth /b^dl be filled wirh the knowledge of t!»e glory of the 
X^ord, as the waters cover the fea ? M:'y not niillionsin the millenni- 
um riCc up and iilcfs the I-ordj aid hlcfe tiie MiUonary Society, for 
tlie mcaru»*c5 we arc adopting, as inti'odu6tory to the purity and joys 
of that bitlil^d day ? In the mean tin:ie, liow much more extenfively 
may the goipei be preached, and ihe fabbath he-made known nud fanc- 
tihed ? How ir.any thoufauds of faints may be ftrengthencd, com- 
forted, and prepared for their evjrlailinrr rtil ? How many may b.c 
born again, in confcquejceof o'lr chr.iity and exertions ? How mny 
the number and the iovs of the favcd be increafed, and the Saviour 
exalted and glorified i I3 ovr bleiT^d and hoiioraMe mv.il thcfe be, who, 
in the love of God and men, arc fyrvi.ig to thofe happy p'irpofes ? 
May this be the-honor and bid Feet nef^ of Uw Mriioiiary Sori'.ty of 
Conncfticut, and all the chariiable ar.-^ good pecpk ■•aIio, by tlieir 
liberality and prayers, arc couitenarcing »:> ai:a adriii.rutct-ir.g to its 
fupport ? • Aud may tbcy finally enjoy the Ij.ppinefs of meet^.ig thoir- 
. fands in the kingdom of glo rr, of whcie lalvaiior. tlicy have been in- 
ilniment.'d, to brighten th::ir crowns and iwc!l their joys, in the pref- 
ence of God and the Lamb, forever aid ever ! • 

/// ihf nunc of the TtLpees* 

ArEL FLINT, Srrrdary, 

Hartford, June 15th, 1803. 

B 
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This Report was accompanied with documeDtf refpe£ting the eoB- 
tributions and the prefent amount of the funAs* 
On motiony Voted^ 

That the thanks of the Miflionaty Society be returned to the board 
of Trullees, and alfo, to their Treafurer and Auditor, for their faith* 
ful and difinterefted Services in behalf of the Society ; accompanied 
with an affurance to the board » that they participate with them, in 
the high fatisfadlion they esprefs in the fuccefs of their exertions. 

The account, alfo, of the Treafurer and Auditor of this Aflbciation 
was exhibited examined and approved. 

A queftion refpedling the di^iilion of a Minifter, by a Confocia- 
tion, without his confent, was laid in by one of the members. Where- 
upon, it was propbfed and agreed to defer the confideration of faid 
que^on> till three o*clock afternoon. 

A vote was palTed, on motion &om the Affodation in the eafiem 
dlftri6l in New* Haven county, that the fcveral particular affociations 
be requeued to make annual returns to this body, of the number of 
communicants in their refpe^ve churches ; together with the annud 
additions to their communion. 

The proceedings of the Convention in Vermont, at their laft feffion, 
as rq>orted by our delegates to that body, were tead. Whereupon* 
Voted, That this AfTociation receive with pleafure, their accounts, 
generally favorable to the caufe of Zion : and exprefs their fatisfao 
tion in the friendihip and union, which fubfifts between this and that 
refpefUble body. 

The Aflbciation proceeded to am inquiry, refpe£king the ftate o£ 
religion in the various parts of this State, and alfo of our lifter ftates. 
From enquiry it appeared. That there is a more general attend- 
ance on public worfhip, and other divine inftitutions, in many plaoes* 
than hath been ufual : and, in fome, a confiderable attention to relig- 
ion $ efpecially within the limits of the General Aifembly of the 
Preibyterian Church. Very favorable and animating accounts were 
given by the delegates from that body, of the operations of divine 
grace* in the fouthem States. Thefe accounts, we are confident, muft 
give peculiar joy to the friends of Zion. . 

Adjourned till 2 o'clock P.,M« 

Met according to adjournment. 

The extrads from the minutes of the General Affembly of the 
Preibytcrian Church, prefented to this Aflbciation, were received : 
for which grateful acknowledgments to the donors are returned : and 
it was ordered that faid extrads be lodged with the Regifler of thia 
Aflbciation. 

The queftion referred for cqnfideration, at 3 o'clock this afternoon 
was called for ; which is as followeth, viz. 

Is a Confociation invefted with a juft right, to diflblve the relation 
between a minifter and his people, without the confent of the nuntfter ; 
when no difqualifying or cenfurable allegations are fupported againft 
him, or any proviflon made for his compenfation^ for damages he 
might thereby fuftain : when at the fame time, the minifter confents 
to fuch diflbltttion, provided the people will make him a reafonable 
compenfation^ according to the judgment of indifTcrcDl men inutually 
chofcn ? 
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Voted in the negative. 

Proceeded to ballot for Trullccs of the Miffionaiy Society, for t!ic 
eofuing year. The following gentlemen were duly eleded to tha^ 
important truft-— viz. 

Hk Honor John Tread well, Efq. The Honorable Roger Newber- 
ry, Jonathan Brace, John Davenport, Aaron Auilin, and Qliver 
£Ufi¥orth, Efqrs. 

The Rev. Meffrs. Benjamin Trumbull, D. D- Levi Hart, D. D. 
Cyprian Strong, Nathan Strong, D. D. Nathan Perkins, D. D. and 
Charka Backus, D. D. 

Andrew Kingfbtary, Efq. was chofen Treafurer ; and John Pbrter, 
£fq. Auditor. 

Adjourned to meet at this place to-morrow morning, at half pail 
7 o'clock. Qofed with prayer. 

In the evening a fermon was preached by the Rev. Aaron Condit^ 
from John xviii. chap, middle claufe of the 37. verfe : ** To this aid 
** was I horiif and for this caufe came. I into the WQrIdy that I Jbould 
^ hear witnefs to the truth,*^ 

Thursday, June 23. 

Met according to adjournment. Opened with prayer. 

On motion, voted. That the Truftees of this Society be^reqaeftc4 
to prepare or procure, publifh and diftribute, a fummary of the Chrifr 
dan do^bines, for the bene^t of the people in the new fettlelnents. 

Proceeded to the choice of delegates, to attend the next meeting 
of the Genend Afiembly of the Prefbytcrian Church, in the city of 
Phfladdphia, on the third Thurfday of May, A. D. 1804, at eleven 
o'dockA.M. 

A ballot being taken it appeared. That the Rev. Mefirs. David 
Ely and Matthias Burnet, D. D. were chofen to attend, and the 
Rev. Mefirs. Dan Huntington and William Lyman, were chofen fub- 
ftftotes. 

Ballotted for delegates to attend the General Convention of the 
clergy of Vermont, to meet at the houfe of the Rev. Afa Burton in 
Thetfotd, on the firft Tuefday of September A. D. 2 803. 

The Rev. Mefirs. Cyprian Strong and Bezaled Pinneo were duly 
deded. 

Voted, To appoint two fubftitutes. The Rev. Mefirs* Samuel 
Blatcfaford and Peter Starr were appointed. 

The Rev. Stephen W. Stebbins was appointed to preach the 
Cmm ad CUntm, at the Commencement in New-Haven, September 



The following perfons were appointed receivers, in the refpedive 
diftrift Aflbciations. 

Hartford North, Rev: H. A. Rowland ; Hartford South, Rev. 
William Robinfon ; New-Havcn Weft, Rev. Amafa Porter ; New- 
Haven Eaft, Rev. Lynde Huntington ; New*London, Rev. Samuel 
Nott ; Fairfield Weft, Rev. Hezekiah Ripley, D. D. ; Fairfield 
Eaft, Rev. Samuel Bhtchfotd ; Windham Original, Rev. Z. Ely ; 
Windham Eaft, Rev. Andrew Lee ; Litchfield North, Rev. A. Gi!^ 
let i Xatchfield South, Rev. A. Backus ; Middlefex, Rev. E. P^r- 
foas I ToUand^ Rev. Dr. Williams. 
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Rev. Abd Flint was appointed Trcafurcr, and Rev. Jo&ph Wtfh- 
tnrn Auditor, for thig Affociation tor the year cnfuing. 

The committee of certification chofen, were, Hartford North, Rev. 
Dr. Perkins ; Hartford South, Rcv^ Wm. Robinfon ; New-Ha^en* 
Weft, Rev. Dr. Trumbull ; New-Haven Eatt, Rev. T. W. Bray ; 
New-London, Rev, Jofeph Srong ; Fairfield Weft, Rev. Dr. Lewis ; 
Fairfield Eaft, Rev. Dr. Ely ; Windham, Original, Rev^ M. C. 
Welch ; Windham, Eaft, Rev, A. Lee ; Litchfield, Ndrth, Rev. S. 
J. Mills } Litchfield South, Rev. Dl Huntington ; Middlefez, Rev* 
E. Parfons ; Tolland, Rev. Dr. Williams. 

Vottd^ That it be recommended to the particular AfTociationSy ta 
contribute for the compenfation of the delegates to the General Af- 
(embly of the prefbyt^rian Church, and to the Convention of Ver- 
mont, either by circulating fubfcription papers, or by taxing themlclves 
annually fifty cents each. 

Returns were made to this aflbciation of unfettled Minlfters and 
candidates, continuing to preach, under the licenfes of the diftriAaf- 
fociations of Connedlicut. 

, Lift of unfettled Minifters and Candidates. 

Rev. Ezekiel J. Chapman, Saybrook ; Rev. Abiftiai Alden, Wil* 
lington ; Rev. Calvin JngaUs, Stafford ; Henry Davis, New- Haven ; 
Robert Porter, Farmington ; Gideon Burt, Long- Meadow, MafTachu- 
fetts ; David 6* Ripley, Pomfret ; Jabez Muofel, Franklin ; John 
Lord, Waterford ; Ifaac Knap, Norfolk ; James £ells» jun. Ghfteo« 
bury J Henry Bigelow, Colchefter ; Thomas Robbins, Norfolk ; 
Jofiah Hawes, Warren ; Rev. Micaiah Porter, Voluntown ; Rev« 
rlezekiah N. Woodruff, Stonington ; Rev. IHvid Avery, Man8«- 
ficld ; Timothy Williams, Woodftock ; Aaron Hovey, jun. Manf* 
field 5 Thomas Williams, Pomfret ; Rev. Aaron Cleveland, Hartford; 
Bancraft Fowler, Yale College ) Shubacl Bartlctt, Yale College ; 
Elifha Yale, Lenox, Mafs. ; Jeremiah 0(bome, Lenox, Mafs. ; Oliver 
Wetmorc, Hartford ; Nathaniel Dwight, Wethersfield ; Rev, James 
W. Woodward, Hanover, N. H. ; Andrew Eliot, Faji-field ; Rev. 
Simon Backus^ Guilford ; Ebenezer G. Marih, Yale»College ; Rev. 
David Huntington, Lyme \ Jeremiah Day« Yale-College ; John Niles, 
KilHngworth ; Timothy Stone, Milford ; William Hart, Berlin ; Piu 

kin Cowlcs, Southin^ton ; Carrington, Milford ; Rev. Benja#- 

min Bell, Hubbel Loomis, Colchefter; Abiel Ruflel, Greenwich, 
Mafs. ; Rev. Aaron Kinne, Winded ; — — Prentis, Bcthle* 
hem ; Gui don Johnfon, Granby. 

VqUcU That the next feflion of the General Affociation, be at the 
houfe of the Rev Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. of North^Haven ; oa 
the 3d Tuefday of June A. D. 1804. 

^ Voted y Tlvat extrads from the minutes of this afibciatioq be pub* 
llfhcd ; and that the Rev, Cyprian Strong be requefted to carry this 
vote ir.to cfFtdl : and he is hereby empowered to draw from the Trea^ 
fury of the Gcnei-al Affociation, to defray the neoeffary expenfir* 
He is alfo rcq^ieiled to diftjribute copies, according to his difcrction* 




ME^UTES 



OF THE 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION 



OF 



CONNECTICUT, 



At thdf sesuon in New-London, June 1808. 



^T a Metliagqfthe Oaural jiuociation of the State «/• n^ 
icut holden at ^cv^-I^md^ tkc mr/ACS^In %^Jt 
1808: present, ^ •'«»^>^.Z/* 



Rev. Messrs. 
Abel Flint, 
Hcniy A. Rowland, 
Cal?in Chapin, 
Israel B. Woodward, 

Beaaleel Pinneo, 
Moses Stuart, 

Matthew Noyes, 
David Smith, 

William B. Ripley, 
AbclM<Ewen, 
Samuel Fisher, 
Roswel R. Swan, 

Daniel C. Banks^ 



From 
^ Hartford NorUi Association. 

]r Hartford South 

> New-Haven West 

> New-Haven East 

^ New-London 
\ Fairfield West 
Fairfield East 



a 



John GurlejTf 
Walter Lyon, 

Andrew Lee, 
George Leonard* 

Joseph W. Grossman, 
Ghauncey Lee, 

Ebenezer Porter, 
Azel Backus, 

Lathrop Rockwell, 
Thomas Rich, 

Hubbel Loomis, 
William L. Strong, 

John B. Romcyn, 
Edward D. Griffin, 



Thomas A. Merrill, 



> Windham Original 

> Windham East 
\ Utchfield North 
\ Litchfield South 



Middlesex 



Tolland 



\ 

} Delegates from the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian 
Ghurch in the United States. 

■^ Delegate from the General Con- 
I vention of Congregational and 
r Presbyterian Ministers in the 

J State of Vermont. 



Mr. Ghauncey Lee was chosen Scribe, Mr. Backus, Moderator, 
and Mr. Flint, assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read, and the session open- 
ed with prayer by the "Moderator. 

The Rev. Messrs. Ripley, Ghapin, Griffin, Pinneo, and Mer- 
rill, were chosen a Gommittee of overtures. 

The Gommktee of overtures made a Report, upon which the 
Association proceeded to consider the several articles contained 
therein. 

The Trustees of the Missionary Society of Gonnecticut exhi- 
bited a Report, upon which it was voted, that the said Report be 
referred to a Committee, and that Messrs. Porter, Stuart, and An- 
drew Lee be the Committee. The Report is as follows : 



REPORT of the TruBteea of the MUsionary Societi^ of Connecticut^ 
to Moid Society^ to be convened at Mv^Londonj on the tfdrd 2W<- 
day of Juncy 1808. 

REV. FATHBRS AHD BRETHREN, 

YOUR Trustees are bound, at your annual meeting, to lay 
before you a Report of the state of missions, and their proceed- 
ings during the year, that the Society may have all tlie informa- 
tion requisite to guide them in their deliberations on missionary 
subjects, in their annual session. To go into a detailed account 
of the state of misMons) and our own proceedings, as a Board of 



Trustets, is unnecessary) as our printed Narrative conUdns all die 
important infornnation on missionary subjects. during the year. 

The statement of the Funds of the Society is subjoined to tlie 
Narrative ; and it exhibits a view of the accounts as^audited the 
first of January, 1808. A list of the Contributions of May last, 
so far as returns have been made to the Treasurer, accompanies 
this Report. The Trustees conceive it important that the Socie- 
ty should have an accurate statement of their Funds, every year, 
and accf^ingly have taken measures that this may be done. The 
Contributions of this year, as far as we can judge from the returns 
already made to the Treasurer, are not equal to those of former 
years. This unpleasant circumstance, we would hope, is owing 
to the peculiar state of our Country, rather than to an abatement 
of a charitable disposition, or of missionary zeal. We hope and 
trust that the pious and benevolent, over the State, feel as much 
interest in, and as lively friendship for the missionary institution 
as heretofore. 

It must be matter of abundant gratitude to God, in whose hands 
are all hearts, and the times and seasons, that the Legislature of 
the State are disposed to afford their influence and support to the 
missionary cause, and in every suitable way to encourage it ; and 
that the people of the State, by liberal contributions, have evinced 
a commendable zeal to diffuse the blessings of the gospel, and to 
promote the Redeemer's kingdom. From time to time, by gene- 
rous donations in books or money, individuals have exerted 
themselves to aid the cause ; and the state of the Funds is such 
«sto afford very encouraging prospects to the friends of missions. 

Your Trustees, feeling the importance of furnishing the peo- 
ple in the new settlements, and in, our fields of missionary labors* 
with the Bibler— Religious tracts,-vand pious and evangelical 
books, are turning their attention, more and more, to this grand 
object ; and are taking much pains to distribute among the new 
settlements religious books. 

The Tnistees, after deliberately weighing the subject, were 
of the opinion, that, all things considered, it was wise not to pe- 
tition the General Assembly of the State, at their session in May, 
to grant perinission for a Contribution in May next, for the 
Missionary Society. 

A kind and gracious Providence seems to smile propitiously on 
our efforts to spread the gospel. In regard to the heathen on our 
borders, the door does not yet appear to be opened to carry among 
them the good news of life and salvation. The object, though 
almost hopeless, is not altogether abandoned. We are anxiously 
waiting for a gracious God, in the riches of liis goodness, to open 
the way for the spKad of the gospel among them. 

With respect to the state of your missionsr— the number of la- 
borers, — ^Ihe fields in which they arc to labor,— -the names of the 
persons employed on missionsy—the success attending their pi- 
•us exertions to spread the honors of the Redeemei^s namer^he 



gratitude which our brethren and friends in the new setUements 
express for the efforts made to carry the gospel, in its ministra- 
tions, among themy-— we beg leave to refer the Society to our 
piinted Narrative* on the subject of missions, a copy of which is 
herewith transmitted to each member of the Society. Since the 
publication of the Narrative, nothing material has taken place, 
except the ordination of Mr. Enoch Burt, as a Mis^onary to 
New Connecticut ; an account of which is herewith also trans- 
mitted to the Society. We have no other new in£brma|^n to lay 
before the Society. 

By means of missionary correspondence, we find that the mis- 
sionary spirit and exertions, in Europe and America, are still pre«- 
vailing)-— that new missions are forming,—- the number of Mis- 
sionaries increasing,—- Bible Societies establisliingr— efforts to 
translate the holy scriptures into the various languages of the na- 
tions wonderfully prosperedr-^religious tract societies instituted^ 
— and the prospect of success in spreading the gospel constantly 
brightening. Your Trustees congratulate the Society ob these 
auspicious events. Is not the time to favor Zion rapicUy coming 
on ? Shall we not reckon it en honor to be employed as humble 
instruments, in building up the divine Redeemer's glorious gos- 
, pel kingdon ? May we not hope that the day is fast hastening, 
when all shall be taught of God}— when Z'lon shall arise and 
shiney— when errors and divisions shall be done away,— and when 
the name of Jesus shall be great from the rising to the setting 
sun? 

Your Trustees close their Report with imploring the gracious 
presence of the great head of the Church to be witn the Society, 
in their approaching session. May it be harmonious andpleasiogi 
and all their measures be under the divine guidance ! Amen. 

In the name of the Trustees, 
Hartford, June 13, UQ8. Abel Flint, Secretary. 

The Treasurer of the General Association reported a statement 
of his accounts, which was accepted ^nd approved. 

The several district Associations exhibited answers to the 
proposals referred to them by the last General Associationi rela- 
tive to the nomination and choice of delegates to the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, and to the General Conven- 
tion of Vermont, from which answers it appears that a majprity 
of the Associations are opposed to said proposals. 

The report of the delegates to the Presbyterian Church was 
read and approved. 

Messrs. Chapin, Rowland, and Stuart were appointed a Com- 
mittee to take intoconsideration a proposal from Tolland Associa- 
tion, relative to the nomination and choice of delegates to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and to the Gene- 
ral Convention of Vermont, and to report thereon. 

Sundry copies of extracts from the Minutes of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in tlie United States of Ameri- 



ca, A D. l^or, were presented to the Association, by the delegates 
from the General Assembly : Upon which, Focedj That the said 
Extracts are gratefully received, and that they be distributed 
among the sereral district Associations. 

The Associationai Sermon was preached by the Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, from I Timothy iv. 16. 

In the evening a Sermon was delivered by Mr. Romeyn of Al* 
banyi from 3 Corinthians v. 14-^17. 

Wednksdat June 32. 

The Committee appointed} at the last meeting of the General 
Association, to prepare and report a serious and affectionate ad* 
dress to the ministers and churches of the State, on the impor- 
tance of united endeavors to revive gospel discipline in our 
churches, made a Report^ which, being read and maturely con- 
sidered, was approved : Whereupon u\e Rev. Messrs. Azel 
Backtts, Asahel Hooker, and Ebenezer Porter were appointed a 
Comnuttee to superintend the printing of said address ; with 
permission to make such verbal alie rations, and such transposi- 
tions, not affecting the sense, as they shall find necessary ; and 
also to adopt such measures to cause the same to be distributed 
through the state, as they shall judge expedient. 

Messrs. Griffin, Rowland, and Pinneo were appointed a commit- 
tee to prepare a Report respecting the state of religion in our 
churches, and those connected with us, from the accounts which 
shall he given by the several members of tlie Association on that 
subject. 

The Association then proceeded to the enquiry respecting the 
atate of religion. 

At 4 o'clock P. M. a Sermon was preached by the Rev. Edward 
D. Griffin of Newark, from Colossiansi. 10. 

In the evening a Sermon was preached by the Rev. Thomas A. 
Merrill, of Middlebury, Vermont, from Proverbs xiv. 12. 

Thursday June 23. 

The Association proceeded in, and concluded the enquiry res- 
pecting the state of religion. 

A Letter addressed to the Association^ from the Rev. William 
Patten of Newport, written in the name of the Rhode Island 
and African Missionary Society, was read and referred to the 
Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of preachers travelling from tltis into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Pc;rkins, D. D William 
Robinson, Benjamin Truinbuil, D. D. NLutliew Noyes, Joseph 
Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, D- D. David Ely, Moses C. Welch, 
Andrew Lee, Samiiel J. Wvl^y Dan Huniington, Elijah Parsons, 
and Nathan WilliamH, D. D. 

The following persons were appointed receivers of money in 
their several Asiiociations. for the Treasury of ihe General Asso- 
ci^ion, viz. Rev. Mess. Henry A. Rowland} William Robinson, 



Samuel Menvin. Matthew Noyes, Samuel Nott, Horace HoUeyi Je- 
hu Clark, Zebulon Elyy Andrew Lee, Charles Prentiss, Azel Back- 
us, Elijah Parsons, and Ephraim T. Woodruff. 

The Rev. Ablel Flint was chosen Treasurer of the Associatioa 
for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Andi-ew Yates was chosen Auditor of the Associa- 
tion for the year ensuing. ^ 

The list of unsettled ministers in the State, and of linceniiates 
from the several Associations, was found as follows, viz. Of the 
former^ Rev. Messrs. David Avery, Mansfield ; l^mon Backuty 
Bridgeport; Samuel Camp, Ridgebury ; Aaron Cleveland, 
Wethersfield ; James Dana, D. D. New-Haven ; George Hall, 
£ast>Haddam ; Claudius Herrick, New-Haven ; Calvin Ingals, 
Stafford ; William Loipkwood, Glastenbury ; Jabez Munsellf 
New-London'; Samuel Munson, Huntington ; John Noyes, Nor- 
field ; Thomas Robbins, Norfolk ; Samuel Stebbins, Simsbury ; 
Thomas Williams, Pomfret. Of licenced CandUkatt^ Jason Allen, 
Jun. Montville ; Charles Atwater, New-Haven ; Jonathan Bird, 
Berlin ; Reuben Chapin, Somers ; John Chester, Jun. Wethers- 
field ; George Colton, Hartford ; Chester Colton, Hartford ; 
Noyes Darling, Yale College ; Mills Day, Yale College ; John 
G. Dorrance, Brooklyn ; Joseph Edwards, Middletown ; Nathan- 
iel Freeman, New-Haven ; Henry Frost, New-Haven ; Asahel 
Gaylord, Norfolk ; Silas Higley, Granby ; Bela Kellog, New- 
Haven ; Francis King, Bolton ; Gilbert R. Livingston, Redhook ; 
Frederic Marsh, New-Hartford ; Allen McLean, Bolton ; Mark 
Mead, Greenwich ; Thomas Punderson, New-Haven ; Andrew 
Hawson', Brattleborough ; James W. Robbins, Norfolk ; Thomas 
Buggies, Guilford ; Nathan Strong, Jun. Hartford ; William F. 
Vain, East-Haddam ; Hezekiah G. Ufford, Stratford ; Horatio 
Waldo, Coventry ; Stephen Williams, Woodstock ; Timothy 
Williams, Wookstock ; Joshua L. Williams, Harwinton ; Luke 
Wood, Somers ; John Woodbridge, Southampton. 

The following persons were elected Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut for the year ensuing, yis. His Honor 
John Treadwell, the Hon. Roger Newberry,.the Hon. Aaron Aus- 
tin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, the Hon. John Davenport, Enoch 
Perkins, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Elijah 
Pai*sons, Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, Samuel J. Mills, and Moses 
C. Welch. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was cliosen Treasurer of the Mis- 
sionary Society of Connecticut, for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Auditor of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Messrs. Bezaleel Pinneo, Timothy Dwight, D. D. and 
John Elliot were appointed Delegates to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, in the United States, to convene at Phi- 
ladelphia, the third Thursday of May, 1809. The Rev. Messrs. 
Henry A. Rowland, Chauncey Lee, and Zebulon Ely were chosen 
substitutes. 



The Rev. William Storrs was chosen to represent this body itk 
the Conrendon of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers^ in 
the State of Vermont, to convene at Windsor, the first Tuesday 
of September next ; and the Rev. William Lyman was chosen 
his substitute* 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a propos-' 
•1 from Tolland Association relative to the nomination and choice 
of delegates from the General Association of Connecticut to the 
jGeneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church and to the General 
Convention of Vermont, reported, That, as the opinion of the 
several Associations has been fully expressed on the subject, and 
as the greater part of them. have resolved, that no alteration ought 
to be made in the mode of choosing delegates, it is inexpedient to 
adopt said proposal ; which Report was accepted andapprovedw 

The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the 
Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, pecommen* 
ded that it be accepted and approved ; Whereupon, 
Voted^ To accept and approve the said Report. 
Fotfdj That the next meeting of the General AssocjAtion be 
holden the third Tuesday of June, 1809, at U o'clock A.^M. at 
the house of the Rev. Zebulon Ely, in Lebanon. 

Voted, To continue the Committee for the publication of reli- 
gious tracts. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was appointed to superintend the printing 
and distribution of the Minutes of this AssociaUon. 

The Rev. Lemuel Tyler was appointed to preach the Concio 
ad Clerum, on the evening of the next commencement, at New 
Haven. 

On modon of New Haven West Association, Resolved, That 
it be recommended to the several ministers in this State^ that no 
foreigner be ordained over any of our churches^ until he has 
preached one year at least in the place where he is to be ordained. 
On motion of Middlesex Association, Resolved, That the Re- 
gister of the General Association be admitted to a seat, as a mem- 
ber of the General Association, ex officio. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Report respecting the 
state of religion, in our churches and those connected with us, 
made a Report, which being amended, was accepted, and is ^s 
follows,-* 

^ The General Association have heard, with strong emptions 
^f pleasure and gratitude, the statements made by the members, 
in the free conversation on the state of reli^on. From these ac- 
counts it has appeared, that the general harmony of our church- 
es is by no means diminished ; that religious error, if it has not 
received a serious check, has at least become less bold ; that in 
almost every associational district, the goings of our God and our 
King are apparent, and in some districts the triumphs of his grace 
Ulostriously displayed. The General Association have also beeu 
refreshed with the accounts received from the delegates of the 
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General Assemblf of the Presbyterian Chorch, and the General 
Convention of Vermont, of the flourishing state of the Redeem- 
tr's^kingdomi in many places within the bounds of the Presbyteri- 
an Church, and in some poruons of the State of Vermont. In 
all these accounts, while we have seen in them a confirming^ proof 
of the depravity of the natural heart, and the necessity of man's 
being born agaiot we have discovered incontestible evidence of 
the supernatural operations of the Holy Ghost, and of the power 
and sovereignty of divine grace. At no former period, it is belie- 
ved, have we had more cause for encouragement and gratitude. 
We feel ourselves loudly called to prostrate our souls before the 
God of all our mercies, and with profound reverence adore hlmf 
for the riches of his immeasurable grace. We find new eticour* 
agement to trust the cause of Zion in the hands of the Redeem* 
er, without being appalled by the number and rage of her ene- 
mies. And while we thus tender to each other our mutual con- 
gratulations, we would exhort one another, and aoleinnly charge 
each his own soul, to awaken to more fervent and humble zeal) 
and to moi*e apostolic fidelity, in the sacred ministry, which has 
been so manifestly blessed as the means of the salvation of men." 
After a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Romeyn, adjourned sine die. 
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.ATaMeefing of the General jiMiociation of ConneeHcut, Aolden at 
Lebanxm the third Tuesday of June^ J. jD. 1809 :— -present^ 



Rev. Messrs. 

Neheoiiah Prodden^ 
Shttbael Banlett> 

Evan Johnsy 
Joab Brace, 

Samuel Merwiiii 
• ErastQs Scrantoii) 

Matthew Noyesi 
ErastQS Ripley, 

Abel M'Ewen, 
Salmon Conei 

Roswel R. Swan, 
Heman Humphrey, 

Elijah Waterman, 
Andrew Elliot, 

John Gurley, 
Zebulon Ely, 

George Leonard, 

Chauncey Lee, 
Amasa Jerome, 

' Amos Chase, 
Joshua Williams 

* David Selden, 
Dand D. Field. 



From 
Hartford North Associatipn 

Hartford South 

New-Haven West 

New-Haven East 

New-London 

« 

Fairfield West 
Fairfield East 

Windham Original 
Windham East 
Litchfield North 

Litchfield South 

Middlesex 
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Nathan Williamsi D. D. Tolland 

r- 1 • riu v:* 7 Register of the General As- 

Calvm Chapm, J ^^^^^^ ^^ Connecticut. 

"Ij Commissioners from the Ge- 
Gershom Williams^ f neral Assembly of the Pres- 

John £. Latta,. | byterian Church in the U- 

J nited States. 

"I Delegate from the General 

I Convention of Congreg&«^ 

Cershixm C. Lyman) > lional and Presbyterian Mi- 

I nisters in the State of Ver^ 
J mont. 

^rhe Rev. Chauncey Lee was chosen Scribe ; the Rey..Nehe- 
ffiiah Prudden, Moderator ; and the Rev. Elijah Waterman, as- 
sistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read, and the session opened 
with prayer, by the Moderator. 

The Rev. Messrs. Chapin, Chase, Williams, Lyman, and Rip^ 
ley were chosen a Committee of overtures. 

The Committee of overtures made a Report which was accept* 
ed, and the Association proceeded to consider the several articles, 
contained therein. 

An address from the Rev. Messrs. Joseph Lyman, D. D. and 
Samuel Austin, D. D. in behalf of the General Association of 
.Massachusetts proper^ which body they represented, requesting 
to form a union with the General Association of Connecticut, up- 
on such principles as might be mutually ag;reed on,, was present- 
ed and read; and also a copy of the Constitution arid proceedings 
of that Association : Whereupon, the Rev. Messrs. Chase, SeU 
den, Chapin, Latta, and Lyman were appointed a Comnuttee to 
consider the subject and make report. 

The Trustees of the Mtsstonary Society of Connecticut exhi- 
bited a Report of their proce^ings the last yeari which was read 
and accepted. Tlie Report is as follows : 



REPORT of the Trustees of the Manonary Society of Connecti^ 
cut to said Society to be bimvened at Lebanon^ on the third' 
Tuesday of June^ 1809. 

RXV. YATHERS AND BRSTHRBN, 

THE Constitution of the Society imposes the doty on your 
Board of Trustees, as your servants, to lay before youf at your 
annual session, a report of the state of missions, And their pro- 
ceedings during the year. Our printed Narrative contains all the 
information, on the subject of mis&ions, during the year 1809,. 
which either the Society or the public can desire ; a copy of which, 
is herewith, according to our usual custom, transmitted to e^ck 
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ineml)er, A statement of the Funds is annexed, which exhibit) 
« view of the Accounts, as audited the first of January 1809. 

The Trustees conceive it important that the Society should 
have an accurate statement of their Funds, eviery year ; and, ac- . 
cordingly, have adopted the measures necessary for this purpose. 
Deprived of the avails of the annual Contributions, your Trus« 
tees will be under the neces^ of appropriating some portion of 
the Funds tomis^onary expenditures. W hen monies shall be 
vranted in future to promote so benevolent an object as the diflu- 
«on of the blessed gospel, and distribution of pious books, among 
«ur new settlements, there may be a renewal of application to the 
Liegislature of the State, for permission to invite the people to 
manifest their friendship to the missionary cause, by an annual 
contribution ; and no doubt permission may be readily obtained* 
The Legislature have heretofore showed a disposition to afford 
their influence and support, and in ev^ry suitable way, to en« 
courage this cause. The good people, also, by past liberal con- 
tributions, have evinced a commendable zeal to diffuse the bles- 
»ngs of the gospel, and to promote the Redeemer's kiogdom. 
When money is needed, we must ask them to give ; and trust 
that God, in whose hands are all hearts, and the times and sea- 
sons, mh incline them to remember their brethren and friends, 
in the new settlements, in their prayers, and by generous contri- 
butions. 

Though no effectuiil door seems, as yet, to be opened to carry 
the glad tidings of salvation to the heathen, your Trustees, desi- 
rous of embracing every opportunity to help to civilize and chris- 
tianize them, at their session in January last, gave the Rev. Jo- 
seph Badger, upon his personally appearing before the Boaixi, and 
making a statement of his mission to the Indians at Sandusky, 
and parts adjacent, one hundred Dollars. From his statement 
there appears to be some encouraging prospect that good may be 
done to the Indians in that vicinity.* 

From time to time, individuals, by generous donations, in 
books or money, have exerted themselves to aid the missionary 
cause. And the state of the Funds is such as to afford very en- 
oouf aging prospects to its friends. Feeling the importance of fur- 
nishing the people in the new settlements, and in our fields of mis- 
sionary labors, with the holy scripturesiof the Old and New Tes- 
taments, reH^us tracts, and pious evangelical books, your Board 
of Trust are tumitig their attention, more and more, to this grand 
object ; and have it in view especially to exeit themselves to dis- 
tribute Bibles among the needy people there. The citizens of our 
own State, all will own, who know any thing of our religious si- 
tuation, and of the excellent regulations of our commoh schools, 
are all nearly furnished with Bibles. The Legislature have wisely, 
by express statute* required that the holy scriptuires should be 
read daily, by our children, in all the schools throughout the 
State. The Committees of inspection are to see that this is done ; 
lo that no family can remain long destitute of the Bible. No 
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Christian people on the earth are so well fiimished with the Bible^ 
and books of devotion and pious instruction, as our citizens. We 
rejoice in this pleasing part of our history. But alas I that the 
privileges which wci as a people, enjojT) should be so greatly mis- 
improved, and the sacred volume no more read I Your Trustec^s 
have, for two years, been more attentive to furnish our new set- 
tlements in the wilderness with religious books than heretofore. 
They have fotuid great and unexpected diQcuIties, in the business 
of the distribution ot books ; but their Book Committee have 
now adopted effectual measures to ensure success ; and have se- 
lected proper persons in the New settlements, as agents, to distri- 
bute the books, when conveyed to them. They believe that one 
of the best means to promote religion bmong them, to resist er- 
ror, and to maintain order, is to furnish them with the Bible and 
pious evangelical books. 

At the meeting of the Trustees, in September last, it was 
judged expedient, for various reasons, that the stated annual mee- 
ting of the Board should be the first Wednesday of August in- 
stead of the first Wednesday of September i they therefore pas- 
sed the following Vote : 

«^ Foted^ That the following alteration in the Constitution of the 
^ Missionary Society of Connecticut be proposed to the Society, 
<^ at their session to be holden at Lebanon, the third Tuesday of 
<< June next, viz. That in the 1 1th and 12th Articles of the Con- 
«< stiiution the word August be substituted in place of the word 
" September." 

The Trusteesjiave also to inform the Society that, at their 
meeting in January last, the Rev. Elijah Parsons reugned his seat 
as a Member of the Board. 

We congratulate the Society, and all the friends of religion, on 
the brightening prospects before us, respecting missionary con- 
cerns. The Society will find, by our printed Narrative, that more 
money has been expended^— more missionaries have been em- 
ployed,-~more books sent out, by far^— i^nd more labors perform- 
ed the past year, than any preceding year. Worthy and respect- 
able m^inisiers, animated with an ardent zeal, come forward to the 
help of the Lord, to serve as missionaries ; as many indeed as 
the Funds enable the Trustees to send. Heretofore the main dif- 
ficulty lay in procuring fit and well qualified men to go on missions. 
In the removal of this difiiculty. the hand of a gracious God is to 
be gratefully noticed. New Connecticut, the most impoitant and 
extensive field of our missions, we are able to supply now with a 
good number of worthy missionaries ; though in years past the 
field has withered for want of laborers to cultivate it. 

On the whole, your missionary concerns are in an unusually 
favorable train. A merciful God has smiled prophiously on the 
exertions of the Missionary Society of Connecticut ; and it seems 
to have been the means of more extensive good to the blessed Re- 
deemer's kingdom, than the calculations of its most ardent friends. 
May the Lord, who is wise in heart and mighty in strength) still 
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prosper more and more all your exertions^ and all missionary in* 
«tituuons both in Europe and America I 

With respect to the state of your missions to the close of the 
year 18084--4he number of laborers employed on missions,-*-tbe 
fields ID irhich they labored^— their numeS)—- their success.— ;md 
the joy with which they were received, wc beg leave to refer the 
Society to the printed Narrative herewith transmitted. Since the 
commencement of the present year, several missionaries have 
been appointed ; and the following persons are now either luboring^ 
or have lately received commissions to labor, under the direction 
of the Trustees : The Rev. Messrs. James Scott and Timothy 
Harris, in the south western part of the State of Ohio i the Rcv. 
Messrs. Abraham Scott, Jonathan Lesslie^ James Boyd, Nathan 
B. Oerrow, and Mr. Joshua Beer in' New Connecticut ; the Rev. 
John Spencer, in the . westermost part of New York, near lake 
Erie ; the Rev. Messrs. Seth Williston, Royal Phelps, and Daniel 
Waldo, in the western counties of New York, and northern coun- 
ties of Pennsylvania ; the Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, in thecoun* 
ties of Otsego and Delaware, to which field also the Rev. Thomas 
\Villiams stands appointed ; the Rev. Siroon Waterman and Mr. 
Silas Hubbard, in Camden and its vicinity, near lake Ontario ; 
the Rev. Calvin Ingals and Mr. Ebenezer I. Leavenworth, in the 
icttlements on Black river and parts adjacent ; the Rev* Aaron - 
Cleveland, in the settlements round lake George ; and the Rev. 
Salmon King, in the northern part of Vermont. *^ 

From all we can learn it appears that a zeal to spread the gos- 
pel, where now unknown, and to translate the holy scriptures into 
the various languages of the nations, and to circulate Bibles and 
religious books, rises higher and higher. Adored be the name 
of a ^cious God, for all the manifestations of liis grace and spi- 
rit, in reviving religion in the present day ! 

Your Trustees close this report with imploring the presence of 
the great Head of the Church to be with the Society in their ap- 
proaching session. May it be harmonious and pleasing, and all 
their measures be under the divine guidance I Amen, 

In the name, and on the behalf of the Trustees, 

ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 

Hartford, June 1, 1809. 

The Delegates from this body to the General Assembly of the 
Tresbytcrian Church in the United States, made report of ihcir 
services, which was read and accepted. 

The Report of the Treasurer of the General Association was 
presented, read, and accepted. ^ 

A Vote of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connect- 
icut proposing an alteration in the Constitution of said Society, 
relative to the time of the annual meeting of the Trustees, was 
read : Whereupon, Voted^ That said proposal lie under conside- 
ration one yefir, pursuant to the Constitution of the Society. 

The Assbciational Sermon was pieachcd by the Rcv. Duvid Sel- 
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^cD) irom joiin xv. 14) wbich was followed by another aennon de* 
livered by the Rev. Gershom C. Lyman^ irom Psalm xxv. 1 U 

Wednesday June 21. 

The Report of the Committee on the subject of the union be* 
tween this Association and the General Association of Massachu- 
setts proper, was read and accepted : Whereupon^ Foted^ That 
the proposed connection meets the cordial approbation of this body. 

Votcd<t alsO) in order to render the said connection complete, and 
effectual for the accomplishment of the purposes contemplated} 
That the following rules be adopted for its reg;ulation ; and that 
the said rules, if acceded to by that Association, or as amended by 
that body, with the concurrence of the first delegates who shall 
meet that body from this Association, shall regulate the proposed 
connection. 

1. The General Association of Connecticut and the General 
Association of Massachusetts proper shall annually appoint, each 
two delegates to the other. 

2. The delegates shall be admitted, in each body, to the same 
rights of sitting, debating) and voting, with their own members ' 
respectively. 

3. It shall be understood, that the articles of agreemeni and 
connection between the two bodies may be, at any time, varied by 
their mutual consent. 

The Rev, Messfe. Nathan Perkins, D. D. and Henry A. Row- 
land were appointed delegates from this Association to the Gene- 
ral Association of Massachusetts proper, to be convened at the 
house of the Rev. Samuel Spring, in Newburyport, on Wednes- 
day the 28th of instant June, to act pursuant to the vote of this 
Association, that the same may be carried into effect. 

An inquiry brought forward by the Original Association of 
Windham County, ^< Whether any person who joins the Eastern 
Association of Windham County alter one year from their for- 
mation can be regularly admitted as a member of the General As- 
sociation V was laid over to the next session of this body. 

Voted^ That the Scribe give information to the Eastern Associ- 
ation of Windham County on the subject of the enquiry made 
by the Original Association of that county. 

The Rev. Messrs. G, Willtamd, Field, J. Williams, Latta, and 
Merwin, were appointed a Committee to prepare a Report res- 
pecting the state of religion in our Churches, and those con- 
nected with us, from the accounts which shall be given by the 
several members of the Association on that subject. 

The Association proceeded to receive informatioD from the 
severiii members on the general state of religion. 

At half past 10 o'clock, a sermon was preached by the Rev. 
John E. Latta, from Hebrews 3uij^ 17. 

At 5 o'clock, a sermon was preached by the Rev. Samuel Aus* 
tin^D.D. from Hebrews iv. 16. 
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Tbursdat June 22. 

The resignation of the Honorable John Dayenport» as a Trus- 
tee of the ISfissionary Society of Connecticut was read and accep- 
ted. 

Th^ following persons were appointed to certify the regu- 
lar stan^ng of preachers travelling from this into other parts 
of the United States^ viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
William Robinson, Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. Matthew Noyes, 
Joseph Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David Ely, D. D. Moses 
C. Welch, Andrew Lee, Samuel J. Mills, Azel Backus, Elijah 
Parsons, and Nathan Williams, D. D. 

The following persons were appointed receivers of money in 
tiieir several Associations, for the treasury of the General As8oci« 
atron, viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, William Robinson, 
Samuel Merwin, Erastus Ripley, Samuel Nott, Roswel R. Swan, 
Jehu Clark, 2^bulon Ely, Andrew Lee,' Charles Prentiss, Azei 
Backus, David D. Field, and Ephraim T. Woodruff. 

The Rev. Abel FHnt was chosen Treasurer of the Association 
for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Andrew Yates was chosen Auditor of the Associa- 
tion for the year ensuing. 

List of unsettled ministers,'inthe State, and of licentiates from 
the several Associations, viz. Of unsettled mimstersy Rev. Messrs, 
Simon backus, Bridgeport ; Jonathan Bartlett, Reading ; Ger- 
shorn Bulkley, MiddleXown ; Samuel Camp, Ridgebury ; Aaron 
Cleveland, Wethei-sfield ; James Dana, D. D. New Haven ; Ira 
Hart, Middlebury ; Dan Huntington, litr^'field ; Calvin Ingals» 
Stafford ; Gurdon Johnson, KilUngly ; Salmon King, East Hart- 
ford ; William Lockwood, Glastenbury ; Samuel Munson, Hun- 
tington ; John Noyes, Norfield ; Samuel Stebbins, Simsbury ; 
John Taylor, Enfield. 0/ ttcerued eandidatesy Jason Allen, Jun. 
Montville ; Jonathan Bird, Berlin ; Reuben Chapin, Somers ; 
John Chester, Jun. Wethersiield ; John Clark, Washington ; 
George Colton, Hartford ; Chester Colton, Hartford ; Daniel 
Crocker, IVestton % Mills Day, New Haven ; John G. Dorrance» 
Brooklyn ; Joseph Edwards, Middletown ; Nathaniel Freeman, 
New Haven ; Henry Frost, New Haven ; Ashael Gay lord, Nor- 
folk f Joseph Harvey, East Haddam ; Daniel Haskell, Cannaan ; 
Nathaniel G. Huntington, Hartford ; Bela Kellog, New Haven ; 
Francis King, Bolton ; Gilbert R. Livingston, Redhook ; Allen 
McLean, Vernon ; John Marsh, Jun. Wethersfield ; Mark Mead, 
Greenwich ; Thomas Punderson, New Haven ; Andrew Rawson, 
Wardsbury ; James W. Robbins, Norfolk ; Thomas Ruggles, 
Guilford ; Holland Sampson, Ashford ; Henry Sherman, New 
Haven ; James W. Tucker, Danbury ; Timothy Tottle, Dur- 
ham ; Hezeklah G. Ufford, Stratford ; Horatio Waldo, Coven- 
try ; Stephen Williams, Woodstock ; Timothy Williams, Wood- 
slock ; John Woodbridge, Southampton. 

The following persons were elected Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for the year ensuing viz. His Honor 
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John Treadwell, the Hon. Roger Newbeny, the Hon. Jona^ 
thun Brace, the Hon. Aaron Austin, Enoch Perkins, Esq. the 
Hon. A&her Miller, the Rev. Messrs. Nathan PerkinSf D. D. Sani- 
u<;l Nott, Calvin Chapin^ Samuel J. Mills, Moses C. Welch, and 
Andrew Yates. 

Andrew Kingsbury. Esq. was chosen Treasurer of the Mission- 
firy Society of Connecticuty for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Auditor of the Missionary So^ 
•iety of Conneciicut, for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, Cauncey Lee, and Zebu- 
Ion Ely were appointed Delegates to the General Assembly of the* 
Presbyterian Ciiurch, in the United States, to convene at Phila- 
delphia, on the third Thursday of May, 1810. The Rev. Mess>«. 
Benoni Upson, Walter King, and Ebenezer Porter were cKoseti 
substitutes. 

The Rev. Peter Starr was chosen delegate to the Convention 
of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers in the State of Ver- 
mont, to convene at Rutland, on the first Tuesday of September 
next ; and thePev. Samuel Merwin was appointed his substitute. 

The Rev. Messrs. Salmon Cone and Nehemiuh Prudden were 
chosen delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts 
proper to convene in the year 1810, provided the proposed union 
between that body and the General Association of Connecticut 
shall take place. The Rev. Messrs. Moses C. Welch and Evan 
Johns were appointed their substitutes. 

The Report of the delegate to the General Convention of 
Vermont was read and accepted. 

The Rev. Zebulon Ely was appointed to preach the Concio ad 
Clerum, at New-Haven, on the evening of the next Commence- 
ment. 

Fotedy That Windham East Association be added to the Ibt 
of Associations in this State. ^ • . 

Foted^ That the next me(fling of the General Association of 
Connecticut be hotden on the third Tuesday of June. 1810, at 
1 1 o'clock A. M. at the house of the Rc^v. Diodate Brockway in 
Ellinf^ton. 

Vottdn That we cordially approve the plan and design of the 
Connecticut Bible Society, instituted to circulate among the 
poor the common version of the holy scriptures, without note or 
comment ; and that it sliall be our care* both as individuals and 
as ministers of Christ, to afford that Society such countenance 
and assistance as we shall, in our several places, find ourselves 
enabled to bestow. 

Koced^ That we recommend to the several Associations in the 
State to transmit, by their delegates to the General Association, 
yearly, in writing:,' a statement of the situation of their ChurcheSf 
the state of religion therein, and of the number of Members ad- 
ded to their Churches, in the year next preceding the siuing of 
said Association. 

Voted, That this body gratefully receive the Extracts from the 
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Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,^ 
and that they be distributed among the several district Associa-^ 

tions. 

Fotedy That the Rev. Abel Flint be requested to make ez,- 
tracts for publicationy from the minutes of the present sessions 
ttiat h^ cause the same to be printed and distributed^ and that he 
defray the expense attending the publication from the Treasury, 

The Committee appointed to prepare a report respecting the 
state of religion in our Churches and those connected with U8| 
made a report which was accepted and is as follows : 

« The General Association have heard, with emotions of ardent 
gratitude and lively joy, the communications which have been 
made to them respecting the state of religion in our Churches. 
The expectations which were excited, by the unusually favorable 
accounts to the General Association, at their last annual meeting, 
have been fully answered. The numerous and extensive revivals 
which then prevailed have, in most instances, continued to pro- 
gress ; and in many places Aew revivals have commenced. 
Though in some parts of the State we still find coldness among 
professing Christians, and great stupidity and boldness among 
^ners, yet vacant Churches have manifested an unustud zeal to 
enjoy the institutions and ordinances of the gospel ; apparent 
converts have b^een greatly multiplied, and hundreds, nay even 
thousands^ have been added to the Church of Christ. We rejoice 
and give thanks to God. that an unusual spirit of prayer has per- 
vaded* warmed, and animated the hearts and souls of Christians ; 
and this we consider as the chief means of the special sanctifying 
and saving blessings which have been poured down upon us. 
We congratulate each other, our respective Churches, and all the 
friends of Christianity, upon the animating prospect which now 
opens to our view.** 

*' By the delegates from the Presbyterian Church, we learn 
that, in some places within their limits, the special work of God 
has been very great ; though in others coldness and stupidity 
still prevail, and in a small district a spirit of disorder continues. 
On tiie whole, the Presbyterian Church sppear to be encourag- 
ed and look forward to the renewal of their efforts with increased 
ardor and animation." 

^ By the delegate from the Convention of Vermont we learn 
that God has there, in some' places, been gracious, in the abun- 
dant effusion of his holy spirit, and the conversion of sinners ; 
though we are sorry to learn that in many places iniquity conti- 
nues greatly to abound, and that several ministers have been dis- 
missed from their pastoral charges, within the course of the past 
year.'* 

•* On the whole, upon a. review of the Churches within the 

forementioned limits, we fitid that (christians have not prayed, nor 

* ministers labored, in vain ; that God has, indeed, proved liim- 

selfto be a prayer-hearing God ; that his spirit has descended 



\ 



) 



!:> 



t 12 3 

tSoiMnTifpm iS6^ft^yM]gt^» ; mut tliat the great rii«pb«vd imd 
Bishop of 8oiils'ha»b<fefi g«lllenii{^8ifiiier» into his fold} from the 
East and from the West, from the Nortfi and from the Soutby 
ind. as we humMy- hope, pr^rtng* them to sit dowa vitii Abra- 
Matn. Tkaae> and! Jacob, iti ttfe Idngdom of God." 

A Sermon was pttlAched'bf the Rev; 6eraiMaii> William^ from 
Ssbfra itfix. *8. 

^iRt^'s prayer bjr the Heir. G; & LymaiH adjeumed me ^eV. 



CHAUNCEY LEE, > ^^t^ 

EUiAH WATEHMANjS ^™«^ 
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Rev. Meisn. ^ 

AaronChurch, 
Winiam F. Miltefi 

Joab Brace) 
Prince HaweSf 

Samuel MerwiOi 
Aboer Sniitlii 

John Elliott, 
Erastus Riplef^ 

Walter Sang« 
Salmon Conei 

Heman Hamphreji 
William Fisher, 

Elijah Watermani 
Israel Ward, 

Zebulon Ely* 
Moses C Welch, 

Andrew Lee, D. D. 
Elisha Atkins, 

Samuel J. Mills, 
Amasa Jerome, 

Joshua WilliamSf 
Maltby Gelston, 

Joseph Vaill, 
Frederic W.Hotchkiss, 

Diodat^ Brockwaf} 
Amos Bassetty 
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Hartford Nortk AatodatiaA 

Hartford South 

New Haven West 
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New Utoven Eait 
New Lotidoa 
Fairfield West 
Fairfield East 
Windham Original 
Windham Ei^t 
JJtchfidd North 
Litchfield South 
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CdfiD Cliipiii, I ^^'f^. of the Qenerol Ai, 

, S . foaaaon of ponnccucut 

"1 CdiliiiiiBaionerft from the Ce« 

Joshua Leonard i neral Assembly of the 

lames iDglis^ f Presbyterian Church in the 

J'' United States. 

1 Delegate from the Generst 
Samuel Spiyigj.p. D*^. \i^ U .Assqpitat^n of Massachu- 
- *- - « - ^ > J V' setts proper. 



The Rey. Samuel Mer|rb was chown Scribe ; the Rev. Mo- 
•as C. Welch, Moderator r i^^HB^ R^v. Heman Humphrejrt 
IMsistaDt Scribe. 

^^^lieceitiTCates (^ delegation werareadf and the. Associatien 
op^iied «dth«4iraf ar. by the Motentor. . . 

Messrs. Chapin, King, Ely, Ingus, and Spring were appointed 
a Committee oC.overtures ; who made « 9eport| wh^ph was ac- 
cepted. 

<thje Rev. AMssrs. WiHiani F. RowUuid und John % Church 
made a{^l|cation in behalf of the General Association of New* 
Hampshire, &r. a oopoection with this body. 

Th^ Rev. Messrs. Chapin, Waterman, Miller, and Spring 
were apppintcd a Committee to take into p(p>Bideration the pro- 
posal from the Geheral AMoqation of New-Hampshire, and make 
report. 

Fotedi To adopt ^ie propo^ altecation in the Constitution of 
the Missionary Society of Connecticut ; which alteration is in the 
words foUowin^^ viz.. <f That in the llth and 12th Articles in 
<< the ConstituUoii the word August be substituted in place of the 
« word September/' 

The Associatidnal sermon was preached by the Rey. Walter 
]Ling, from 1 Corinth, xiv. 18. 

The Rev. John Griswold presented his credentials, and took 
his seat as Delegate from the General Convention of Ver- 
mont. 

Assigned to morrow at 2 o'clock P. M. to receive religious 
intelligenee from the members ; and appointed Messrs. Elliott, 
]Peonard| and Ward, to take ipinutes, and prepare a report on the 
subject. 

The account of the Treasurer of the General .^ssociatioui as 
audited by the Auditor, was read and approved. 

The Eastern Association Qf New-Haven county presented a 
remonstrance against the vote of the General Association consti- 
tuting the Register a member of this body ex officio. 

The Trustees of the Missionary. Society of Connecticut pve- 
sented a Report of their proceedings the last year, which wa^ 
p:ad an4 accepted. The Heport is as follows : 
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REPORT ^ the Tn$MU€9 of the Mienonary Society of Connect^- 
,. cut to eedd Society to be coftvened at Ellington on the third Tua- 
day in June^ 1810« 

• 

' YOUR Trustees have the happiness to lay before you a Report, 
exhibiting great encouragements to continue, and, as far as practi- 
cable, to increase ypur charitable attention to, ou^ destitute friendo 
and neighbora in thfc new settlements. 

In this Report, only a general ^ie w of the condition and prospect 
pf your missions can be given, ^or an account in 4ctail, of the 
number and names of your missionaries, together with the par- 
ticular fields of labor allotted them, of the books distributed, of the 
expendbures of the Society, and of the state of the Funds, we 
must refer to the printed Narrative for the year \ 809, copies of 
which are transmitted for distribution among the brethren of the 
Sodety. 

The attention of yout Trustees has been directed to fields of 
missionary labor according to the necessities of the people, the 
prospect of usefulness, and the ability of the Society. 

Wherever it appeared from correct information that missiona* 
ries were needed, the most probable mode of benefitting them 
has been sought. And none, whose circumstances called for help, 
have been left without attention, if it were in our power to afford 
them asdstanfee. 

You will rejcnce with us to learn from the communications of 
your misstonkries, and of otherS| that we may indulge the plea- 
sing thought, that through the guidance and blessing of God, 
the charity of the friends of Ziot) in thfs State has been husband- 
ed to good effect. The i>eople ready to perish for lack of vision* 
have been furnished with the good word of God^ and multitudes 
have hopefully been delivered from the power of darkness, and 
translated into the kingdom of God^s dear Son. Churches have 
been organized in various places, which, under God, have been 
nourished by' this Society. Error has been restrained, and truth 
disseminated. ^ The Missionary Board/' says one of your labor- 
ersv ** have great reason to rejoice in the smiles of a gracious 
** God on their endeavors to spread the gospel. Many in this 
*< wilderness, are rejoicing in the mercy and grace of God, through 
•< their instrumeptality.V 

From the commencement of your attention to these destiimc 
regions, the Lord has signally approved your labors of love. — 
They have been crowned with great success. But his favorable 
notice of those places, which are visited by your missionaries, has, 
during the year that is past, exceeded that of any other precedinf;. 
Such is the general attention of the people to the wot*d, that in 
all places, with scarce an exception, your missionaries are wel- 
comed with joy, assemblies are speedily collected on very short 
potices, the word is heard with eager attention, and the people 



invoke blessings on the benefactors who send, them the richest gift 
of God. In many places in the wilderness, ^cspecWfy in New- 
Connecticut, the goings of the Lord, the Spirit^ are glorious. A . 
«pccial, solemn attention- to the divine things is awakened; Re- 
freshings from the presence of the Lord have been experienced. 
And multitudes are hungering ftrthe hresA ^ IKe, and tUrsting 
for the waters of life. In these places it has been the j«qf oiyour 
inbsionaries to labor more abundaotlyi while it is your consfdatiop 
to have sent them there« > 

The success which has so signal^ attended missionary labors, 
the growing de^re of the people to bear the word of life, the 
gratitude they express for the ^spely the continual immigratioim 
made into the wilderness formmg new aettlendents, «^d above all, 
the opening prospect of establishing a rich revenue of glory to 
God, have appeared to your T'rusteea to fa^ loud caUsibr grea^pr 
exertions. In these reviving appearances we have beard tlie call 
from tbe wilderness, <^ Come over and help us." In these ve 
have seen the indications of Providence, and obeyed the call accqr- 
ding to the utmost of our ability. . During the paAt year» mission- 
ary labor has increased beyond that ot any former year. More 
has been expended oi the capiul of our Funds, than in^ any foe- 
mer yeai-. As opportunity to do good was presented, it mkis a 
pleasure to improve it. 

In the faithful improvement of those seasons which the Lord 
furnishes we feel a confidence in him that future means of carrying 
into effect your charity, shall never be wanting. The silver and 
the gold are the Lord's, in his hands are even the treasures under 
the powers of darkness. The hearts of the rich to &imish sup- 
plies when they are needed, and the hearts of the strong to labofr 
in bis service, are all in the hands of the Lord. The earth is the 
Lord's and the fulness thereof. All things are at his disposal. 
To accomplish the purposes of his grace, means can never be 
wanting. With peculiar pleasure do we recognize these familiar 
truths, the foundation of our hope, in the beginning and progress 
of our Society, and in the present prospects we enjoy. Hitherto 
the Lord hath helped. -By hia care we have been nurtured from 
amall beginnings, and have acquired our strength. We have seen 
how the hearts of the liberal devising liberal things have been 
opened and enlarged,and gratefully acknowledge the goodness and 
grace of God therein. The same liberal spirit is still cherished. By 
donations of the pious at home, and by contributions abroad in tbe 
new settlements, much is done at present. In these we are 
taught, that in due season the hearts of the people will be found 
open to contribute, and are only waiting for your application to 
them. With what cheerfulness, with what enlargedness will 
they contribute, when these fruits of their charity, which daily 
appear in the wilderness, are considered I The hearts of thou- 
satids rejoice in unison with you, when they hear that the wiider- 
'Ticss is indeed putting forth to blossom as the rose, and the desert 



ii prepaHng to become as the garden of God. They have re* 
membered them ici prayer and in deeds of charity^ and they con* 
tinue to remember them. 

Whilst we dwell with pleaalire on Ibtie oDconniging prospects, 
ittendtng your beOetolent exertions, our joy is increased when 
we look around, and behold the zeal which animates the hearts of 
the people of God in every quarter. For years past have the 
aQectsoDs 6f the pions been enlarg^n^ toward the destitute, and 
still are they devising liberally for their relief. Missionary Socie-^ 
lies, both in Europe and America, are prosecuting their objects* 
with ^wfaig ^^nce*. while the spreading glory of the gos- 
pel rejoicesthe hearts ot multitudes who were in darkness, in the 
reeion and shadow of death. Nor Is the charity of the pious un- 
mmdful of the wants of those which are around them. Religious 
Tract Societies, and Domestic and Foreign Bible Societies, are 
Ibrmed, and forming, in various parts of Christendom, to supply 
those at home, who are too careless, or too poor to purchase these 
books for themselves, and to supply those abroad who have not 
•uch means of instruction. The hearts of many are thus made 
to rejoice in the possession of the word of salvation, while the 
charitable are abundantly rewarded in wiuiessing their joy. So- 
cieties which provide for the education of indigent pious youths, 
who are desirous to devote themselves to the gospel ministry, are 
abofornungin various parts, and meet with great encouragement. 

In view of these things, we congratulate our brethren, and re- 
joice with them in the evidence they afford that the kingdom we 
have received, is an everlasting kingdom which cannot be moved. 
It is our happiness to be employed in promoting the interests of 
such a kingdom. Our labor cannot be in vain in the Lord. We 
behold with joy this time of great favor to Zion, we see her arise 
and shine in the light which hath come, and in the glory of the 
Lord which hath risen upon her, and unite with the Society iiv 
praise to G€>d who hath heard our piayer. Surely Zfon enlargeth 
the place of her tent, she stretcheth forth the curtain of her ha« 
kiutions, she is breaking forth on the right hand and on the left, 
and is preparing to inherit (he fulness of the Gemiles. The 
blessed season is Fast approaching, when the mountain of the 
4^rd*s house shall be established on the top of the mountains^ 
and shall be exalted above the hilis, and all natiods sliall flqnv 
unto it. 

May our naked prayers and exertiom for the prosperity of 
2on continue and increase in fervor and ditigence. May we all 
be endued with wisdom and grace effectually to advance the Re«. 
deemer^s kingdom. May the shaking of the nations speedily 
usher io the joyful day, when the kingdom of the Saviour shaft 
be established uHiveriaUy, and atton earth paruke of its right* 
eossness, and peace, and joy in the l|oly Gl|pst. May Ai> gra« 
ekms preseoce^wbo i^Kibg in Zion, be with the Society in their 
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^eent session ; his Spirit guide them in aU, their delibenitionS [ 
aod may his blessing enrich their hearts, and crown their hboftf 
With abundant success. 

In the name of the Trustees^ • . ^ 

ABEL FLINT, SeereUtry: 

Hartford,Ma7^, 1810. 

* ♦ 

l*he Committee to whom vras re^iprred the proposai froth the - 
General Association of New-Hampshirci subnutted tjie following 
Report, which was' accepted. 

Whereas the Geribral Association of New-Hampshire has, by ' 
its delegates the Rev; &Iessrs. John H. Church and William F. 
Rowland, proposed a regular and permanent connection with the 
General Association of Connecticut : And whereas affectionate 
and zealous coK)perations aihohg the ministers of Christ appear 
conducive to the extension and prosperity of his gracious king- 
dom : , 

Foiedf That the proposed connieciibh meet^ thfe coMial appro- 
bation of this Geherai Associatioh« 

Foiedj also, in order to render the said connection complete, 
that the following rules shall form the basis of a cox^)ection be- ' 
tween them and us. 

1. The General Association of Connecticut, and the General 
Association of New-Hampshire, shall annually appdnt each tw6 
delegates to the other. 

2. The Delegates shall be admitted, hi each Association, to 
the same rights of sitting, debating, ahd voting,, with the other 
members respectivelvi 

3. It shall be understood, that the articles of agreement, be*- 
tween the two Associations, ihay, at toy time, be varied by mutu* 
at consent. 

Voied^ That the Delegates from the General Association of 
New-Hampshire t>e invited to sit as members of this body, during 
the renudnder of the session. 

In the evening a sermon was preathdd by the Rev. Joshua 
Leonard, of the state of New-York, from Acts xidv. 35. 

Wedkesdat, June 20. , . . 

Enquiry Was made with respect to' the compliance jof thcf dis- 
trict Associations with a former vote of this tMxiy, That in their 
own way they be requested to raise a sum equal to a t«x of fifty 
Cents on each member. 

The Delegates from this body to the General Assembly of the * 
Presbyterian Church, submitted their report which was read mi,, 
accepted. ' .. .. 

The General A'ssociation 4}eiiig informed that Messrs. Lock« 
wood and Backus propose"()tinting a new»edttion of the Confi|»* 
sion of Faith, a^^rced upon at Saybrook, A. D. 170S, together with . 
the Heads of Agreement, and the Articles for the Administration 



and established by th^ Oeherd 'Assembly at NeW'^Hoven, on t)ii 
iMh'otCMfoberi iToay TafA^ithatth^ Rev. Messrs. I^ijah Wk« 
tefmany Heman I{uim>^reyy and Stepben W\ Stebbins, be a Com* 
ndttee' to sii^ii^feiuf the proposed pubiieatioDii and see to the 
correctness of the samevaetdr^rt^to the fitst editbn; 

Attended to the enquLiy^ Of Windham Original Associationi 
wluch was lud over at thb last General Assouation) to be consid« 
cf«d^ite pf0Mts4asbBk 

A latter, bom Windhatni Eastern Association iraa presented 
sBdraadi. 

The follbwing persons were appointed 'to<csertiiy^ theregidar 
stan^iig.<>fr>pi»adher8 travellings fitimr this into other parts of the 
IMted Sta^s, na< itev^ Messrs^ Natlian Perkins^D. IX Wil-^ 
liam Robinson^ Benjamin Tnimbullf D. D« Matthew Nbyes, Jo« 
mfh SlitingiJXIX issaoliewist D.l}^ Dand Ely, D« D, |doses 
C Wd<^«.Samuel J. MiUs, Ebenecer Porter^ Joseph Vaiii^ Na« 
than Williams, D. D. and Josiah Whitney, D. D. 

The- foOowiogpefionswerfer appointed' receivers of money in 
thm several Associationsi for the treasury of the General Asso- 
elation, viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A* Rowland, William Rolunson, 
Samuel Merwin, Eraatus -Ripley, Samuel Kott, Roswell R. Swan, 
Jehu Clatfc, Zd)ulon Ely» Charles Prentiss, Azel Backus, Aaron 
Hoveyt Ephrum T. Woodruff, EHsha Atkins. 

List of unsettled ministers ih the State, and of licentiates from 
tlieseveral Associations, vit.' Qfumettied ABni^erB^ Rev. Messrs. 
David Averyi Mansfield; Simon Backus, Bridgeport; Joosthan 
Bartfettf. R^ftdixig, ; Gershom Bulkley, Middletown ; Samuel 
Campi Ridgefilsld} Aaron; Cleveland, Hartford ; James Dana^ 
D« D. Kew<*Haven ; E^m & Ely, Cblchester ; Asahel Hooker, 
Gushent; OMn' Ingals, Stafford ( Gurdon Johnson, Klllingley ; 
WUliam Lockwood, Glastenbury ; Samuel Munson, Huntington | 
John Noy^s^ Norfidd ; Samuel Stebbins^ Simsbury ; John Tay« 
ki^ EnfteU ; Daniel Waldo^ Soffield ; Simon Waterman, Plym* 
outh ; Elijah G« Welles, Windham.^0/ Ucerued Candidatewf 
Messrsi'John Bardfttti New-Haven ; William Belden, Weston ; 
Jonathan BinlyBtfrlfn'; Reuben Cha|»n> Somers ; John Chester, 
Wethersfield* ; Noah- Coe,. Durham ; Jonathan Cone, Colchester } 
Mm Claikf Washrogton ; Chester Colton, Hartford | Mills Day, 
Washington ; John & llorrance, Brooklyn ; Henry Frost, New* 
Haven ; Asahel Gaylord, Norfolk ; Austin Hazen, Vermont 9 
Gnidani Hall, Granville 4 Joseph. Hovey, East^-Haddam ; Nathan* 
lel G .Httptingtoni Hartford ; Bela Kellogg, New^Haven ; JPran^ 
ciB Kmf^ Vernon $ Gilbert R. Livingston, Redhook ; John Marshy 
jun. Wethersfield* ; Nathan Berkins,jun. Hartford ; Henry Sher* 
man, New^Havtn ; James W« Tucker, Danbury ; Timothy Tut* 
tie, Durham ; Hezektah G* Uffi>rd, Stratford ; Comfort William^/ 
Wethersfield ; Timothy WiUiams, Woodstock* ? 

Proceeded to an enquiry ret pectiiig the state of Religionr / 

2 
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tn the fi^Doon a ttrmon was pceached bf tteRar.Bri S|^iii||^ 
'ot Ncwbuiyport, ifrom I Th«w. ir. 17, 18. 

In the afternoon a sermon was preached bf the Rev, Jamea 
Xnglis, of BaltHnoret from Psalm Izii. 11. 

In the evening a sermon was preached Jbj the Rei* lohn II* 
Churchi of New-Hami>shire, from Rom. ix. 16. 

TmrasDATf June Si- 
Messrs. Kin^i Vaill, and Williams, were appointed a Comntit' 
tee to report on the enquiry of Windham On^al Assodadon. 

The remonstrance of the Eastern Association of New^Haven 
County was c^nsider^. Whereupon, 

Votedf That the vote passed by the General Association, in 
June, 1808, constituting the Register a member ex officio^ be, 
and it is hereby rescind^. 

Th&ReT. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rer. An* 
drew if^s, Auditor of the General Association, for the year en- 
suing. 

Whereas it is found convenient that the Reenter of the Gen- 
oral Assodation be a member of this body ; and whereas each 
Assocaatioo may appoint one or more Delegates, 

Vottd^ That this body will consider it as regular that the par* 
ticular Association of wtuch the Regbter is a member, appoint 
the Register as an additional Delegate to this body, if they shall 
see cause. 

The following persons Were elected Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of 
August next, viz. . His Excellency John Treadwell, the Hon. 
Asher Miller, the Hon. AAton Austin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, 
Enoch Perkins, Esq. David Hale, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathati 
Ferldns, D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chaj^n, Samuel J. Mills^ 
Moses C. Welch, and Andrew Yates. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Abel Flint, Aumtor of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, fot 
one year ficom the first Wednesday of August next. 

The Revk Messrs. Benoni Upson, Walter King, and Ebenezer 
Porter, were chosen Delegates to the General Assembly of the 
Presfairteiian Church in the United States, to convene at Philadel- . 
phia, on the third Tuesday of May, 1811 ; and the Rev. Messrs. 
David Smith, Israel Waiili and Amasa Jerome, were chosen sub* 
atitutes. 

The ReVk Samuel Merwin Was chosen Delegate to the General 
Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers in the 
Stale of Vermont, to meet at Brookficld, on the first Tuesday of 
September next ; and the Rev.Zebulon Ely was chosen substitute. 
The Rev« Messrs^ Moses C* Welch, and Nehemiah Prudden, 
\were chosen Delegates to the General Association of Massachu* 
<lett8 proper, to convene in the year 1811 ; and the Rev. Messrs. 
2pjah Waterman, and Erastus Ripley, were chosen substitutes* 



t 
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' yiiirilef.'Mesfn. John ElfiMt^and Soatph VaUl, were ehoieii^ 
pdegates to the General Aflscxiiatton of New-Hampahire, to con« 
^rene the thifd Wedilehday of September tiext ; and the Rev. 
BCessnu' WiDiam Lymani D.D. and Frederick W. HotchkisSy 
were choien siifastitqjteB. 

The Rer. Amha Basaett waa ap|Minte4 to preach the Cbncio "ad 
Clennny at New4IaTen, on the erening of next Commencement. 

The Committee appointed to oonaider and report on the quea* 
lion tnoposed by the Original Aasdciadon of Windham County, 
at thtf^lint tfeasion of this IxKiyy /*, Whether anj^ pet'don who joina 
^ the Eastern Association of tha^ Cotmty, aftfer one year frt>m their 
^ §b9tmAoiajttinht fegulorlj^lidmitted as a member of the Oen« 
^ end Aaaodatioiiy^' midiS a report, Which was accepted as follows t 

^ Aavio^ tely > scartdied Into the gnnmds oiP separation of sttd 
Eastern Associadon, and attended to the d<k:uments submitted to 
tfaemt* to tlM^w light oh the s\ibject, the Committee are of the 
ofiidte, tfaat'SQch persons as join said Astodadon, after one year 
mm chdtftfmatiim, cannot h^ admitted as members of the Gen^ 
tod Aaaodation, for the following' reasons, itfz. 

^ 1. It was niutually agreed upon, by both parties, for the sake 
of peace, that the said Eastern Association should receive no 
nemberi belonging to the Umitsof the Originid Association, af« 
ter one year.*' 

^ 3. Although the General Asspcdation has. admitted sidd Bas- 
lem Association as a regular Association, and received their Dele* 
gatat aa from other Associa^ons, still it is the opinion of the 
Committee, that strictly speaking, said Delegates are to be con- 
sidered only as a double representation of the Associadon of 
Windham County* The Committee find no Constitution for per- 
mittiDg any Assodadon to divide as aferesud, and of course 
wbateTer priidleges said Eastern Association may have enjoyed, 
Bsust be considered as the fruits of a spirit of peace and mduU 
gence, both in the Original Association of Windham County, and 
the G^erad Assodadon.** 

After the above report of the Committee was accepted and ap^ 
|iR>ted| a paper was presented by Dr. Lecj, of vhicl^ the follow- 
ing ia a copy: 

<< At a meeting^ of the Eastern Association of the County of 
Windham, at the house of the Rev. Dr. Whitney, May 15, 1810, 

^ Agreed and <>rdered, ncm, eon, that should this Association 
be, b/the General Association, denied equal rights with the other 
Aaaodadons in the State, «ur xnembera to the next General As? 
■odation signify to that body, that we consider the denial a disso- 
lution of all connection between us and them ; that in future, till 
put on an equal footing with the other Associations, we shall 
neither send members to attend their sesdoos, nor recdve any 
^ommunicadons from them. 

The above a true copy of record, 

Test| Ahdebw Lui Scribe of said Assbciation."^ 



•pioion copi^enungtbe ieiq;)«:di«)qx,oC^uU9g^wni0^^pfbr.Aa^ 
U^d: tim* ? was Wdpyer.,lo.Mjc^«tt fBfWPlK of, ;hi»,})pcfK, . . 

The , 8pv. ,Abe^,Flip>,-irii»V9PKW|^'U^i«|b^iii^',f^^ 
the Minutes of the General Assodatibnf,atrUieii;(p|pei^t.fietiio|N 
sodtq.diitrUputf: thorn. aiapi^^^ ^. hw^ j t^ jpp^^^l ihif ^t«u% i«nd 
the/^ercra^ l^eviaMiod bQ^f:%,, QUl^fif> tl^StiiflftyvdiQ j^l^liflte- 
gatti^ io.thi9>b<^SF« . .... . : ♦ . f * • " J' 

FarnMDgptoot.atthe hopac of,V>« $U^v,rN«l)l'iVmrs:^nUl«K)^Ul9i 
Tuei^^y of June^ ^gU^ M* U-oVJiM^K* AicM* . ^ •>.;.'•• 
1 tie, fplfpwi^5e,»^§o|t pf iU^^f>(tfQniM^«e^nK»Ull»4ril9 /^ 

im^^q^puBt of ^he JitittC/of reti^iQiiriA ther Ohuro|Hi%;ii«tev^ thft'f*- 
penme9d^n«f« Mliift«amtc^pn4^t^/Ul^^Genc9^ jKwM<|ifep> 

,i¥as read and appray^ct,: , i ; ' * .: .. 1 

<< Thi» Qenei^lnAsaoctatipn tavft i((tBn4fid|'(wbH/«liDglod,/«m^ 
4pQ6 of J^xifs^Ki .gratitude) iiod JQ^y^OtlbetaQcaufUa^C^Tenihlriitfae 

Thdr anxiety spriPK^*. i>p); T$9m.i^!^ [pnevajeiice pf >Ml^(iMw4cMlir 
error,, or the prW>?i9<^of vi<;e„in.«ii^j34miaM|il'dwr€i<^^^ IBcirelf 
fr<5m.^he«oiittdar«iUpn9lh^t whil^a:g«r%ciooft Cii^^.faQ^iiKQaHjr 
interposing by ln^:)Uf«eingy,oii.his.«wn)ApppkMed/B0baiif)J^:flfij?e 
perishing sinners, so many r^sdn unmoved and imppflii^m. iBat 
while tbi:^ JbodXiM^V^nt over ih«.b)&ndRe^ and imcenpcnnvoCtlwset 
who djsrdfgrard the. tender oC Ufe made. trough ibo. . RediMmti^ 
they find abundant caiuse of tiiank^vipg to tbe.gBe«4«litad.^Q£, tlh^ 
phurch ; in tlie .order aod :pseac« pf4>ttr Churches i jp^^h^iMMOi 
of sf4;itimenton religious doctrines^, prf^Tffiling both:ABiQQg tfee 
ipinisters.and Ctvorcbet of pur commuoion ;.|n ^J^l? > gfncral *)^« 
crt'uaing attepiion to the means of gra^; and especially. ip;tte 
outpouring of the diviqe S^ri(, in copious effusioiuii -jp mmf 
parts of the vineyard.'' .'.•.<„. 

'^ Since the last sessiop of> lUsbodyi. it has)pleas?4(thtiktng ef 
Zion to displays in several placesi his mighty power ;aiid glorieM 
graces in csdling dead sinners to » life* and bringing tbeip; to a .isav- 
1^^ knowledge of himself. The ivigatheriiig ^>-the fold-of .the 
divine Hhepherd has been such, as to demonstrate his tender oaxe 
of the fio^i his< faithfulness in .extcpding'^he afm^of •eaviog love 
to those giveahim ip the.cov.enapt of redemption.; .todUlwilh 
lively |oy the frieipds of Zion ; .apd:ta|inim«tc th^m^ip the duties 
of their high voqation.*** . . 

<< We arc happy to observe that a spirit of gvaqeraiid tat^pUe*- 
tion appears still to. re^tf in an unusual degreet onminy ofonr 
Churches, and that peculiar;atteniion.is p^ld to the religiouaiin* 
mruction of children, and yo^th ; ^d we eemesUy Jiope that tfa^ 

"* The number of' persons received Into the Chttreh(ss,iin anuieeUso 
with the General A^aociatioo, in this St^tCi during the I^sj^ )'ear« amount^ 
l0aboatl6OO» 
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means df obtaining diidne blesangs will more and more engage 
die attention and warm the heans of the people of God. We no-r 
dee with pleasure the increasing resources and efforts of the Bi« 
ble Society : and are enabled to state that the Narrative of the 
Trustees of the Misdonary Society presents a favorable view of 
the extent and fidelity of missionary services, arid the blessing of 
God as reatbg upon thenu" 

^ With respect to the Churches in our connection, it will re- 
joice the hearts of the friends of the Redeemer to know« that in 
various large sections of our sister statesi the Holy Spirit is 
difiused in a manner before unknown. Great accessions have 
been made to the ChurcheS) and God appears to be lifting up a 
staodftrd against such errors as dishcMior the grace and the Son 
of God. The bleased Saviour is evidently granting his smiles 
upon his own cause* in the provision making for the education of 
thoae* who are to fill the places of the present watchmen on the 
walls of Jerusalem, when they are Udd in the dust ; and by the 
dews of Heaven deceoding from time to time, on the schools of 
the prophets* Bible and refigious Tract Societies have increased 
inr number, and Christians seem to feel the importance of exertiou 
in the cause of their cUvine Lord and Maafter,'* 

^ Let the protection and prosperity of Zion be ascribedto the liv- 
ing God ; let saints put unshaken confidence in him who hath 
graciously sud, Feax notf Uitlejlocki for if ia your Father*9 good 
pUoMure to give you the kingdom ; and let the;m unite in their 
prayers, that the work of grace may be triimiphantly carried on» 
through our land,and the knowledg and love of the^Saviour spread 
through the world." 

After a payer by the Rev, Mr. Griswold, adjourned me die* 

SAMUEL MERWIN, > «^ .. 
HEMAN HUMPHREY,5 ^"^^ 
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PROCEEDINGS 



or TBB 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION 



OV 



CONNECTICUT, 



JUinB, 1811. 



HABTFORD : 
ram Bf QLXAsov Avo Qo« rmum^ 

1811. 



PROCEEDINGS 



07 THE 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 



At a Meeting of the General Association of Connecti^ 
euty holden at Farmmgtonj the third Tuesday of 
June^ A. D. 1811 : Present, 



Rer. Measn: 

Nalhan Perkins, D. D. 
Nofth Porter, 

Prince Hawes, 
Joshua L. Williams, 

Timothj Dwight, D. D. 
Erastus Scranton, 

David Smith, 
Aaron Dutton, 

Joel Benedict, D* D» 
Joseph Strong, D. D. 

WUrun Fisher, 
WiUiam Bonney, . 

David Ely, D. D. 
Daniel Crocker, 

Zebulon Ely, 
Daniel Dow, 

Samuel J. Mills, 
Daniel Parker, 

Maltby Gelston, 
Bennct.Tylcr, 



From 
Hartfiord North Association 

Hartford South 
New Haven West 
New Haven East 

New London 

« 

Fairfield West 
Fairfield East 
Windham Original 
Utchfield North 
Litchfield South 



William Lyman, D. D. Miedlesex 



Nathan WUIiams, D. D. 
Ephraim T. Woodroffi 

William Latta, 
WlUiam NeU, 
Gardoer Springy 

9 

Leonard Worcester! 
Jedidiah BiishnelJi 



Jacob CatllBf 

SethPafaon^D. D. 
WaHet* Harda> 



\ 



ToUand 



1 f ffCa the General AasetnUf 
y of the Presbyterian Church 
J in the United States. 

From the General ConTcn* 
tion of Congregational and 
Presbyterian Ministers in 
V^rm^^^t. 

1 From the General Associa- 
y tion of Massachusetts Pro- 

> From the General Assoda- 
^ tion of New-'Hampshira. 



Tha Aev. Doctor Lysnan wm <hMCtt Scribe ; tho Act. noctor 
Perkins, Moderator ; and the Rev. David Smith, assistant Soribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read, and the Association 
was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

The Associatioffial sermon was preadied by the .Rev. Zebulon 
Ely, from Acts xvi. 17. 

The Rev. Messrs. David Ely, D« D. Joseph Strong, D.D. 
William Latta, Seth Payson* D. D. Jacob Catlin, Daniel Dow, 
and Leonard Woreeater were appointed a Oommbtee of Over- 
tures. 

The Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut pre- 
sented a Report of their proceedings during the last yeafj which 
was read and approved. The Report is aa follows : 

Tp Ike Missunuay Sociehf tf Comu€iicui to be convened ai Famdngr 
Um 01 Uneihiri TWwb^m/tme, 1811. 

EKV. FATHERS AVO BUTBREN, 

WE know that our work aAiall not be in vsdn in the Lord, be^ 
cause he who bath prepared Ms throne in the heavens, and whose 
kingdom ruleth over all, vilj make all things conspire to promote 
his glorious counsels. Though there be many devices in the 
heart of mani.the icounsel of the Lord shall stand. This was the 
consolation of the church at Corinth, and afforded the greatest 
encouragement to them to 5e eUdfaet^ unmorueabitj always abound-- 
ing in the work of the Lord. It is still our consolation under the 
changes and revolutions of time, it is also our encouragement. — 
Jehovah Jesus hath all power in heaven and on earth, he will re- 
gard and direct the minutest events to the promotion of his 
purposes of grace, be wHl especially have respect to the efforts 
of his people who seek his glory. The Narrative of Missions for 






..•• • 



Ike Utt 9r<ir furnishes evidence of God't> faithfulness to answer 
the ezpectaUoos of bis people^and to encourag^e their diligent per* 
•eTersooe in bis service. It exhibits an account of wliat Cod 
Itath 0ir€94y 4one^ and still f> doing for the prosperity of Zion 
through your exertions* 

^he lJord> who hath from the beginning graciously smiled upon 
4iiis Societyt and prospered its labors, conti|)ues to own your 
mis^onariea as his servants, and their labor as acceptable to him. 
£Tery region which they have visited iias afforded them a wel- 
•come reception* man/* like Cornelius and his household were 
fMrepared of God for their coming and preaching, and on their 
departure iheae have invoked benedictions on the missionaries, 
ABd oA those that sent them. In some places a general attention 
.to the glad tidings of salvation is excited) and a visible reforma^^ 
lion is effected. In cHhers, the friends of iSion, who sat solitary, 
and were discouraged bv reason of the abounding of iniquity, hav« 
IwcB comlbrted. Their hands vrliich hung down in despoiH 
deiioe have been raised up, and their feeble knees strengthened* 
They see the Lord hath not forgotten, but will in due time mani- 
fest himself to his people in answer to their prayers. Churches 
have been organised and discipline administered. The truth has 
been fiutbfoUy and successfully preached^ and error detected and 
confounded. Light hath spread, and darkness hath been dispelled. 
It affords us peculiar pleasure to notice the smiles of God on 
the Connecticut Reserve. There the Missionary Society has 
been induced lo lift up a standard for the truth, more conspicu- 
ioosly than in any other region; there missionaries have bten mul- 
Ifplled; and there the blessing has richly descended. Accordingto 
^eabundantlaborbestowed, God hath imparted the blessing, and 
called upon us to increase and concentrate our labor in missions as 
much as possible. On the Reserve, churches are daily organising, 
and people according to their ability furnish themselves with the sta* 
ted ministry of the gospel. They have often expressed their gratis 
tude for the gospel that was sent them by the good people of this 
State, and implored blessings on their benefactors. Their pres- 
ent desires and exertions to support the stated ministry of the 
go^I,according their ability, is a blessed testimony of their sin* 
cerity. We see their love is not in word and in tongue^ bat in deed 
and in truth, A niunber of your missionaries in this region have 
accepted offers of support from such Societies, for so great a por- 
tion of their time as the people could afford to engage them. 
They have accordingly been installed, and that portion of the year, 
which is not engaged by the people of their charge, is devoted to 
missionary service. Your Trustees consider this peculiarly fa^ 
▼orable to the cause of Zion, since it encourages exertion, and 
will enable the Society to employ a greater number of laborers. 
Although the prospects of success in Vermont, in New York, 
and in Pennsylvania, are not so highly animating as in New Con* 
necticut, yet from the communications of your mbsionaries that 



have visited Aiose placet, there appears to be a claim to bur atten* 
lion. The necessities of the people are great and they desire our 
help. The field of missions in this western world is extensiyci and 
Ss continually opening to our view. The harvest is truly great and 
the laborers few. 

The printed Narrative, copies of which we send for the Society 
and our brethren generally, will furnish with particulars respect* 
ing our doings in your trust. 

The number of missionaries, the books distnbutedt and the 
missionary labor bestowed for the past year have continued to be 
great, though your Trustees foresaw the necessity of expending 
nearly all that lay in their reach. We have however not employ- 
ed so many in your service as was desirable, nor have we been 
able to lend assisiance to the destitute as cxtensivelyas we wished. 
In some missionary fields more laborers could have been profit- 
ably employed, others have been cursoiily passed ovqs and little 
more has been done than to learn how greatly they need and de- 
sire our help. It is desirable to do more if possible. The call 
from the wilderness waxes louder and louder. The accounts of 
missionaries unite in the strongest representationsof their wants. 
The want of Bibles and books on the subject of religon is much 
complained of by the pious. We have attended to their request 
in this respect, as far as it was practicable. And we acknowl- 
edge, with gratitude, the aid of the Connecticut Bible Society ; 
a nuVnber of Bibles have been sent into the western country by 
that body ; surely they have strengthenedour hands. 

The slate of our funds has become such that very little can be 
effected without further supplies. We have therefore thought it 
expedient to make application to the Legislature for liberty to re- 
new the annual contributions through the State. The lat>ors of 
the Missionary Society have been so signally prospered of God, so 
much apparent good has been effected, both in the temporal and 
spiritual concents of men, and such are the promising prospects at- 
tending the missionary cause at present, that on human calcuiaiioru 
we need not hesitate to expect from the good people of the StatCy 
cheerful and liberal supplies of our wants. Every friend of hu- 
manity, every friend of gospel civilization, as well as every friend 
of the Redeemer, in view of what has been done, and is doing, 
will reach forth his hands to help. But we have a surer foundation 
to rest our hopes upon. The cause we have undertaken to pro- 
mote is the Lord's. The earth is his and the fulness thereof. 
The hearts of all are in his hands. The universe of creatures is 
under his direction. All are his ministers according to his 
pleasure. He Iius commanded the an gel, having the everlasting gos- 
pel, to sound. The sound is borne along by the various measures 
used in Christendom to relieve the benighted nations, and to pro- 
mote the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom. It shall continue 
to s{>read until it huve>gone through the earth, and have reached 
the utmost bounds of the world ; until the knowledge of the Lord 



ooter the e&rth as the waters cover the sea.'^-Whh such asso-* 
ranee , of success we have every encouragement. With the care 
and protection of Gods we have only to go forth according to the 
lighty which his word and providence afibrdi and we shall not labor 
in vain. 

The attention of Christians to tl)c spread of the gospel in vari- 
ous ways, although it has increased and multiplxt:d means for 
the communication of divine knowledge^ is continued with grow- 
ing diligence. . And the surprising success with which God h&s 
been pleased to crown efibrts that were made with much diffidence 
at firsty shows the present to be a day which the Lord hath ap- 
punted for favor to Zion. May we be found faithful in dur day, 
and may we have our labors crowned with success. May the 
presence of the great Head of the Church be with you in your 
present session ; his Spirit influence you in all your deliberations ; 
and his grace enrich you with every blessing. 

/9 the name of the ntutecMj 

ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 
Hart£xrd, May 8, 1811. 

The Account of the Treasurer of the General Association) as 
audited by the Auditor^ was read and approved. 

Reports from the Delegates to Vermont and New Harops])ire 
were read. ^ 

The following persons were elected Trustees of the Mission- 
ary Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednes* 
day of August next, viz. The Hon. John Treadwell, the Hon. 
Asher Miller, the Hon. Aaron Austin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, 
Enoch Perkins, Esq. David Hale, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan 
Perluns, D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, Moses C. Welch, 
Andrew Yates,, and Ebenezer Porter. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Abel Flint, Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connecticut for 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

The Rer. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. An* 
drew Yates, Auditor of the General Association, for the year en- 
auing. 

WsDNEsnAY, June 19. 

Reports from the Delegates to the Presbyterian Church, and 
to Massachusetts Proper were read. 

In consequence of a resolution passed by the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Per* 
kins, D. D. Abel Flint, and Andrew Yates, the Hon. Jonathan 
Brace, the Hon. Theodore Dwight, and Ichabod L. Skinner, Esq. 
were appointed a Committee to correspond, and act in concert 
with that body, or with any persons who may be appointed, or 
associated,^ for' the purpose of devising measures, which may have 
faifitience in preventing some of the numerous and threatning 
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mhchiers, which are experiencc^d throuf|;hmit oof Coi^wkrffhf fUtm 
excessive and intemperate use of spiritiiott* Hquors% 

The Rev. Messrs. BenoBi Upsoriy Amasa Jeromei and Avon 
Duttofi) were chosen Delegates to tho General Asiemblf of th« 
Presbyterian Church in the United Statesi to convene at Pbila* 
delphia, the third Thursday of Msiyi 1813 ; and Che Rev. l^Iesars. 
Lyman Beecher, Abel M*£wcn, and Willkm Robinsoiiy wew 
chosen substitutes. 

The Rev. Zebulon was chosen Delegate to the General Con' 
vention of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers In the Scite 
of Vermont, to convenethefirst Tuesday of September next i and 
the Rev. Jonathan Miller his substitute. 

The Rev. Messrs. Elijah Waterman and Erantus Ripley warcr 
chosen Delegates to the General Association of MaMadtuscttii 
Proper, to convene in June, 1813 ; and the Ret. Measrtr DiodaCO- 
Brockway; and Noah Porter were chosen substktites. 

The Rev. Messrs. William Lynan, D. D. and Frederic W. 
Hotchkiss were chosen Delegates to the General Assodation of 
New Hampshire, to convene the third Wednesday of September 
next ; and' the Rev. Messrs. Abel Flint and Daniel Dow were 
chosen substitutes. 

A Letter addressed to the General Assodation from the Rev, 
Benjamin TrumbuU, D. D. on the subject of his hbtory was read : 
Whereupon* the Rev. Doctors Dwight, Ely, and Payson were 
appointed a Committee to prepare and report to this Body a letter 
of thanks to Doctor Trumbull for his fiuthful and succeasfitl la* 
bora in executing the business of an historian^ assigned to him by 
the Geuera! Association. 

The Rev. Doctor Benedict, and the Rev. Messrs. Duaon and 
Catlin were appointed a Committee to take into eonaideration tbn 
request of Doctor Trumbull, for asaistanoe in supplying matter 
for his proposed ecdesiastical history, and to report to thu Body. 

The Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Abel Flinty and Cal- 
vin Chapin were appointed a Committee to enquire into tl»e pro* 
ceedings of the Consociation of Tolland County, on the rixteenth 
day of April last, relative to the existing dificreoces between, the 
Rev. Abiel Abbott and the Church in the first Ecclesiastical So- 
ciety in Coventry ; and also into the proceedings of the Council 
which met, on the same subject, on the fifth of June, instant, and 
to report a statement of said proceedings to the next General 
Association. 

The Assodation proceeded to attend to a relation of tlie state 
of religion in the respective Churches and Societies under the su* 
perintendence of, and in connection with the General Assodation. 
The Rev. Messrs. Zebulon Ely, Daniel Crocker, JecHdiah Bush- 
nell, and Aaron Dutton, were appointed a Committee to XA^ 
minutes of the relation, and make report to this Body. 
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Thu&sdaT} June 20. 

The Committee, appointed to take into consideration the re- 
quest of Doctor Trumbull, made a report which was accepted, as 
follows : 

Whereas Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. has communicated to 
the General Association of Connecticut his design to write, '^ The 
history of the American Churches, of every denomination of 
Christians, within the United States of America ; noticing the 
place and period of their first appearance, the time of their immi- 
gration into America, the place of their settlement in this coun- 
try ; their peculiar doctrines and discipline, with their modes. of 
worship," has informed the Association, that he htfs already 
made considerable progress in the execution of the work, and has 
requested their assistance in procuring materials for the comple- 
tion of it : Therefore, 

Votedj That the General Association highly approve of Doctor^ 
Trumbull's design, believing that such a work w6uldbe very in« 
teresting and useful ; and that the Association feel it to be their 
duty to render him all the assistance in their power. Also, 

Fotedf That the Delegates of thi^ Association to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to the General Conven-^ 
tion of Vermont, and to the General Associations of Massachu- 
setts Proper and New Hampshire, be directed to communicate 
Doctor Trumboirs.. design to those bodies respectively, and, in 
the name of the General Association of Connecticut, solicit their 
d^ to so laudatile ajpurpose. 

The Committee, appointed to prepare a letter of thanks to 
Doctor TrambuU, reported the following, which was accepted. 

Farmington, June 30, isiK 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

The General Association have received your letter of the 13th, 
inst. with much satisfaction. The information contained in it, 
concerning the progress which you have made towards comple- 
ting a general history of the United States, distinctly exhibiting 
the peculiar dispensations of divine gqodness to their inhabitants, 
is peculiarly g^tifying to this body. We are not insensible of 
the expense of time and labor necessarily involved in such a 
work ; nor can we fail to consider it as a testimony of high re- 
spect to the General Association, that, at their request, you have 
undertaken a task of so much ^i^ulty, and brought it so near 
to a conclusi6n. May God prolong your life and health, and en- 
able' you to accomplish this important object ! 

By some of our members your history has been read ; by oth- 
ers its reputation is known. So far as we are severally acquain- 
ted with it, the manner in which it has been executed has given 
us much pleasure. To write on political and military subjects^ 
in a religious manner, has been the employment of very few his- 
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torians,*^f fewery by far, than good men must wish. The tx* 
ample, which, in this instance, you have set, idll, we hope, he 
followed by others, in the present and succeeding^ generetiona.' 
Should this hope be realized. History, we are perauiided, will 
become more instructive and more tiseftil, and will aiaume her 
proper province, as an handmaid to religion. 

Your enlargement of the original design, accordiiig to the aug^ 
gesiion of Gov. Trumbull, and your comprehension of the 
whole period of our national history, we consider as judicioua 
and desirable ; since, in our own viewi the Providence of Gody 
towards this country, in its infont state, was not less remarkablci 
less beneficent, nor less deserving of peculiar attention, than 
that which has distinguished its later periods. 

Accept our thanks for this useful workf and our best vrishes 
for your welfare. 

The Rer. Messrs. Dow and Porter were appdnted to return an 
an answer to a letter from Newburyport. 

The Rev. Messrs. William Lyman, D. D. Joel Benedict, D. D. 
Joseph Strong, D. D. Walter Ring, and* Abel M'Ewen, were 
appointed a Committee to enquire respecting the Eastern Asao^ 
elation of Windham County, and report to the next General Aa« 
sociation. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of preachers travelling from this into caher parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan]Perkins, D» D. William 
Robinson, Benjamin TrumbuU, D. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph 
Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David Ely, D. D. Moses C* 
Welch, Samuel J. Mills, Ebenezer Potter, Joseph VaiU| and 
Xathan Williams, D. D. 

The following persons were'appointed receivers of money in 
their several Associations, for the treasury of the General As- 
sociation, viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowluid, William Rob- 
inson, Samuel Merwin, Erastus Ripley, Samuel Nott, Rosweli 
R. Swan, Jehu Clark, Zebulon Ely, Charles Prentiss, Aael 
Backus, D. D. Aaron Hovey, atid Ephraim T. Woodruff. 

Resolved, That this Association will not, hereafter, receive 
any delegate from any Body of ministers, who shall be aeparated 
from the existing Associations, without the approbation of this 
Body. 

Votedf That the following resolution be referred to the next 
General Association, viz. That tihe gentlemen chosen substitutes, 
in the place of the several Commissioners, delegated to the sever- 
al Ecclesiasiical Bodies, connected with this Association, bci 
hereafter, considered as Commissioners during the year follow- 
ing that in which they shall be Chosen, without any new appoint- 
ment, unless they shall have already taken thar seats in said Bo« 
dies, have reugned their offices, been*remoYed by death, or va- 
cated it in some other manner. 
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Voted^ That the Tote of the last General Association respect- 
ing the register be rescinded. 

The Re?. Messrs. Timothy Dwight, D. D. David Ely, D. D. 
and Aaron Duttonj vere appdnted a Conimittee to take into 
consideration the expediency of settling ministers for a limited 
time ; and to make report to the next General Association. 

A letter from Doctor Cogswell of Hartford, in his own name,^ 
and in the name of Sylvester Gilbert^ Esq. of Hebron^ was read T 
Whereupon, 

rofeefi That the several district Associations be requested to 
ascertain the number of persons, within their respective limits, 
who are deaf and dumbi — of what age they are,*-of \. hich sex, 
•«-whelher they wete born so, or became so by disease,— -and at 
what age they became so, and of what disease ; and to make re- 
port to the General Association, at their next session, desig- 
nating in their report the towns in which such persons live. 

list of unsettled mmisters in the State, and of licentiates from 
the several Associations, viz. Of untettied minUtcrs^ Rev. Messrs* 
David Avery, Mansfield; Simon Backus, Bridgeport ; Jona- 
than Bartlett, Reading ; Gershom Bolkley, Middletown ; Sam* 
uel Camp, Ridgefield ; Aaron Cleveland, Hartford ; James Da« 
na, D. D. New Haven ; Asahel Hooker, Goshen ; John Hyde, 
FrankHn ; Calvin Ingals/Stafford ; Evan Johilk, Berlin ; Gordon 
Johnson, Killingley ; Asa ^ng, Pomfret ; William Lockwbod, 
GlaMenbury ; Samuel Munson, Huntington ; John Noyes, 
Norfield ; Samuel Stebbins, Simsbiiry ; John Taylor, Enfield ; 
Daniel Waldo, Suffield ; Simon Waterman, Plymouth ; Elijah 
G. Wells. Sterling. Of Ucerued Candidates^ Messrs Daniel 
Banks, Weston ; John Bartlett, New Haven ; William Belden, 
Weston ; Jonathan Bird, Berlin ; Reuben Chapin, Somers ; 
John Clark, Washington ; Chester Colton, Hartford ; Mills 
Day, Washington ; John G. Dorrance, Brookl3rn ; Nathaniel 
Dwight, Wetbersfield ; Henry Frost, New Haven ; Asahel 
Gaylord, Norfolk ; Nathan Grosvenor, Sturbridge ; Gurdon 
Hall, Granville ; Lucas Hart, Burlington ; Austin Hazen, Ver« 
mont ; Joseph Hovey, East Haddam ; Daniel Huntington, New 
London ; Bela Kellogg, Neur Haven ; Francis King, Vernon ; 
Gilbert R. Livingston, Red hook ; Amasa Loomis, East Wind- 
sor ; Harvey Loomis, Torringford ; John Marshi Wetbersfield ; 
Philander Parmele, Killingworth ; John Seward, Granville ; 
Henry Sherman, New Haven ; Nathaniel Taylor, New Milford ; 
James W. Tucker, Danbury ; Timothy Tuttle, Durham ; 
Hezekiah G. Ufford, Stratford; Comfort Williams, Wethers* 
fieldt Timothy WilliamS| Woodstock, 

The Rev. Henry A. Rowland was appointed to preach the 
Condo ad eierum^ at the Commencement in New Haven, Sep- 
tember next. 
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Voted^ That it be recommended to the members of the respec* 
tiye Churches, to furnUh themselves with a treatise on the sub- 
ject of communion at the Lord's supper. 

Voted^ That the next meeting of the General Association be 
at Sharon, at the house of the Rev. David L. ferry, on the third 
Tuesday of June, 1813, at 11 o'clock, A.M. 

Voted^ That '400 copies of extracts from the minutes of this 
Association be printed ; and that the Rev. Abel Flint be reques-^ 
ted to make the extracts and superintend the printing of the 
same. 

The Committe appointed to take minutes concerfiing the stat^ 
of religion, from the relation of the several members of the As« 
sociaiion, made a report, which was accepted as follows : 

^ Your Comniittee, to whom it was referred to take minutesi 
and draw up a concise account of the state of religioni beg leave 
to submit the following Report.'^ 

^< Though your Committee have not the happiness to announce 
such copious effusions of the Holy Spirit, as have been experi- 
enced in some past years, yet we find, by a careful review of the 
accounts exhibited from various parts, that our covenant God 
and Saviour is not unmindful of his gracious propnise, Loy I am 
vnih you alvtay^ evfn unto the end. We find some precious to* 
kens of his power, and the riches of his gracci in the enlarge- 
ment of his kingdom. In several Societies in this State, it hat 
pleased God, in some measure, to pour out his Spirit, and make 
additions to his Church. The Churches in the State appear gen-* 
erally to be living in peace, and walking, in some good mea^urCf 
agreeably to the orders of the gobpel. They are generally SMp- 
plied with pastors happily united, and laborihg, we trust, with 
fidelity in the common cause. While we lament the removal by 
death of several dear and faithful brethren in the minbtryi somp 
of whom were in the midst of their days and usefulness, we have 
to rejoice, and bless the Lord of life, that the lives of so many 
havp been spared, and their labors continued.'* 

<^ In our sister States of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and 
Vermopt, while we lament that many Societies are destitute qf 
gospel ministers, and some of theip, as with us, awfully stupid 
' and indifffrent with respect to the importance and glorious privi- 
lege of gospel ordinances ; we rejoice that in various places there 
has been, and continues to be, more or less special attendon« 
The flourishing and religious state of the College in Middlebury, 
in Vermont, about half the number of students being professors 
of religion, has a most favorable aspect on the interests of Zion.** 
** In the numerous congregations, under the care of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America, amount- 
ing to nearly 800, with more than half that number of ministers, 
the cause of the Redeemer appears to be happily progressing." 

*« The increasing exertions of Missionary Societies, for propa- 
gating tlie gospel in the new settlements, and among heathen 
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tribes, together with numerous other benevolent institutions! 
which tf e hap^uly multiplying from year to year^ appear to be 
owned and blessed by our gracious God and Saviour. Infidelity, 
as &r as we can discern, is losing ground, and though dange- 
rous errors exist, we hope they do not increase. The King of 
Zion has been pleased of late, in some remarkable instances, to 
interpose and display the power and riches of his g^ce, in chang- 
ing his most inveterate enemies into his cordial friends.'' 

^ On the whole, though we have to lament that we cannot, 
at all times, exhibit an account of the state of religion equally 
favorable, yet we rejoice that we can at all times place full confi- 
dence in our glorious Redeemer ; and rest assured that he is 
taking the most wise and effectual measures to perfect his king- 
dom. Let, then, the servants of the most high God continue 
their exertions, knowing their labor shall not be in vain in the 
Lord." 

After a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Neil, and unging an hymn, 
adjourned me die. 



WILLIAM LYMAN, 7 ^ -^ 
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S Hartford Nortli AssodatloD 

I Hartford Soath 



Timothy Dwight, D. D. ) j^^^ jj^^^ ^^st 



Abner Smith, 

Aaron Button, 
Saul Clark, 

Abishai Alden, 

WOliam Bonney, 
Bylvanus Haight, 

' Jehu Clark, 
Daniel Crocker, 

Daniel Dov, 
Erastus Learned, 

Daniel Parker, 
David L. Perry, 

lijman Beecher, 
Bennet Tyler, 

Elijah Parsons, 
Joel West, 

wmiam L. Strong, 
ITathan Oillel, 

John P. Campbell, 
Amzi Armstrong, 
Oeoige C. Potts, 



f New Haven East 

Hew London 
I Fairfield West 

i Fairfield East 

I Windham ClK|innl 

I Litchfield North 

I Litchfield South 

I Middlesex 

I Tolland 

! From the General Assembly of th« 
Bresby teriaa Church in the Uni* 
ted States. 



BHtaAodenom ^ MasBachuactts ftopcr. 

EthaD Smitli, > From the General Association of 

Sylvester Dana^ 5 ^^^ Hampshire. 

The Rev. Asdrew Yates was chosen Scribe ; the Rev. Elijah 
Parsons, Moderator ; and the Rev. Daniel Dow, assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read, and the AssoclaUoii 
was ppened with prayer by the; Moderator. 

The Rer. Messnt. Yates, Dow, £. Smith, Anderson, and Potta 
were appointed a Coomiittee of Overtures. 

The Associational sermon was preached by the Rer. William 
li. Strong, from Isaiah Iy. 1 1. 

The Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut made m 
report of their proceedings during the lastyear,^ which was ao« 
cepted, and is as follows : 

lUpari ijf Oie TrusUes rf ihi Missionary Sodeh/ rf Ccnnecticui^ to 
said Sadetjfi to he cowentd ai Sharon, on m third Tuesdojf of 
JuM^ A. D. 1812 : 

RXTBaXND FatHBRS AVD BRETBRBVy 

THE Board of missioiiaiy trust, in compliance with the Ccnsdtntiaa 
of the Society, which requires an annual report of thdr dchiga and of 
the state of voor misgiona, respectiully submit the following: 

The members and friends ot this Society are under increased bbliga* 
tioos of thanksgiving and praise to God, for the continuance of his 
gradoQs smiles upon the interests of the institution. It uuisl be a rich 
source of consolation and encouragement, to all who feel an interest in 
the prosperity of religion, to review the origin and growth of this Society, 
and to notice the numerous tokens of divine favor towards it Guided 
by the spirit of wisdom, the venerable founders d the Misaopary Society 
of Connecticut devised measures whidi were practical. They *' despised 
not the day of small thmgs ;" but, animated by that charity which 
prompts to action, they reioic«i to do the little that was hi their power, 
by personal exertions at home, as well as by missionary labors abroad. 
Their successors hatf sought, uniformly, to devise practical measures, 
such as experience suggested, and have seen them crowned with abun- 
dant success. The growth and usefolness of this Society have surpassed 
the most sanguine expectations of its friends. The character which it 
■ustains, among the people in the new settlements, ccSnmands respect for 
its Missionaries every where ; and to Him who hath the hearts of all 
men in liis hands, would we gratefoUy ascribe praise, for his guidance 
of those who have been sent under your patronaf^ to preach the gospeL 
They have conducted with fidelity and discreuon. in all places your 
Missionaries have been received with joy by the pious ; tliey are gene* 
rally respected ; and from theplaces twy have visited, they return In 
possession of the esteem and afiection of the people. 

A parUcular statement of what was done under your au^ces, for the 
spread and establishment of the gospel in the wUcerness, m the course 
cf the year 1811, is contuufid in our address on missions, published in 
Itouary 1813. A copy of that address is herewith forwarded to each 
wiember of the Society*— ^From the extracts of journals, and of other 



MnvRBiatioiis ccmtabed m the addrctt, it appean diat the year imuC 
1ms bem distmjiinshed with tdceos of divine fiivor towards our missioaa. 
Our A^nooanes have not only met with a kind reception from the 
people, bur m many places their labors have been signally blessed The 
people, like CprneBus the centurion with his friends, were before pre- 
pared of the Lord, to hear the gospel at their mouth. Revivals of reli- 
SKB, extendve and numerous beyond any before witnessed in that coun trv 
nave succeeded their ministrations. Numbers have been induced to 
abandon their vices and delusions, and to consecrate themselves unto the 
Ixxd. The wilderness is made to rejoice, and the solitary places break 
fiirth ID SQop of praise. They bless God for the gospel of hw grace, and 
T€i|ieiDber, whh peculiar mtitude, the kindness and liber^ty of the 
•*-^le ef this State, m sending this gjpspel to them. How deli^tfolthe 
^t, that those enriched in the wilderness by this charity, and their 
ncton here, shall meet in Heaven in the presence and in the likeness 
of Jehovah their Redeemer. We have seen much of the blessed fruits 
of ear charity, and shall continoe to reap if we faint not 

It IS a pleanng testimony of order and purity in which the people are 
Ixiilt up, by the Missionaries whom you have s^nt them, that the ndly scrip- 
tures are precious to them and greatly desired ; also that they fumiSi 
theipselves with the stated minisriy of the i#ord according to their ability, 
SeDsfbte of the value of the word of life, they are eager to possess it ; 
and feeling the importance of the regular administrations of a pastor, to 
fDomfort and edify the churdi,— to train up the rising generation by suita* 
ble mstroctioQ in the way they should go,~to protect mem against errors 
and vice, — and to gather sinners unto the Saviour, they are anxious to 
enjoy these advantages, and use their efibrts to obtain them. Such fruits 
aoord the highest encouragement to continue and to enlarge our charity 
towards diem. Th^ ezcito pleasing anticipations c^ future scenes ia 
liuxm newly inhabited regions. 

It will be noticed that although the fonds of the Missionary Society am 
00 reduced that only a small sum can be expjended annually, to accom- 
plish their object, yet a large number of Missionaries have b^ employ- * 
ad This IS one fruit of that happy arrangement which the people, in 
some phases in the new countries, nave made to support pastors for so 
mach of the year as they are able, and to leave them for the employment 
of the Missionary Society for the remainder of the year. . In this way, 
men well known and experienced, and who are near the fidds of mis- 
oons, may be employed to the best advantage. It must however be 
added, that with all these advantages, the missionary labors peHbrmed 
lunder the auspices of this Society, in the course of me year past, have 
been con^ranvely .small. From the distmrsements of tne Treasurer it 
appears, that we have eimcnded, in the last year, roadi less than the 
amount expended annually for several preceding jrears. Missionaiy 
labor, performed in the last year, has been proportionally less than 
beretatore. The earnest solicitations of the destitute for assistance, and 
the r e p r escn fta t iops of our Mivdooaries, setting forth the necessity of an 
increase of labors, we have heard* but were obliged to pass tnem by 
widiovt aft>rding relief, because we are not in possessioQ of the meansto 
do it To see the sufferings of the needy, and oe unable to rdleve them« 
k distressful The seasonable retief afforded by the Legislatore of this 
State, in permitting contributions to be made annually, in the several 
Ecclesiastical Societies^ for the the term of three years, we would grate- 
fiiDy acknowledge. With hig^ expectations do we anticipate the munifi- 
oenee of the charitable in these contributions, and the joy of gladdeninc: 
the hearts of multitudes with the fruits of their hberality. The inodcch 
table benefit whkh the new settlements have derived nam this Insdto- 
fiaa, the gratitude wluch the uihabitants express for the charity exercised 
tofwarda tfaea by the good people of this State, the anxiety eiqieriencod 



fa fouKf plge€8cobefvpoicdwithaid, Ihdbr lolidUUioiia, ^bxar dane^ 
firom tbe advocates of errorand vice, and above all* theratiooal promeoi 
cf promoting most e£k(^iia]lv the interests of the Bedeemer^s kingdm^ 
^-^ese are condderations wnich are deeply felt by numbers. The/ are 
con^deratious which cannot fail to open the hearts and hands of many 
in this cause. The solicitations, the entreaties, the wants of the needjr 
shall o/A plead in vain. On former occasions we have witnessed the 
liberality (» the pe(n)Ie. And th^ have continued to indicate, by privato 
donations, their readiness to ^ve for the spiritual benefit of their feOow 
men, many of whom are theur fonner neipihors and rclatJCTMi and for 
tbepromotion of Christ's klogdom. 

The Rev. Ebenezcr Porter, having been called to adcept of employ- 
meot in the church of God, in coonectiGn with the Thedogical Institu- 
tion in Andover in Massachusetts^ has rengned his seat in the Board of 
Trustees. 

We live in a day in which the Christian world is peculiarly engaged to 
spread the gospel. I'he im^rtant events which have closed we eieh- 
teentht and introdnced the nineteenth centuries, the astonishing revQiu«> 
lions which have been effected both in pagan and mahommeoan Asia* 
and the events &vorable t6 the spread of tbe gospel in other parts of thft 
earth, have excited the atteatioa of Christians every whmne. The coin- 
cidence of these events, with the predictions resi)ectio^ the end of the 
1260 prc^hetic days, has caused the church to rejoice m the hope that 
the dajr of her redemption draweth nigh* In various ways the eospei 
u sent into difibrent parts of the worid. And the atteotioiiof the church, 
both in Europe and America, to the spread of the gospel is daily increa- 
sing. Mis^onary Societies, Bible Societies, assodations for the charita* 
hie distribution of religious tracts, and other institutions whooe object is to 
disseminate the blessings of grace, are continually formine in Christen- 
dom. The Isles which have waited for the salvation of God rejoice itt 
lus lig^t In these au^idoua events we all feel a high interest Faith, 
hope, and zeal are alive, while we pray diat '* the heathen nay now be 
given to the Son for bis inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the eaxth 
Kjr his possesion.** How desirable to enlarge Uie field of operations of 
this Socie^, and to send faithful Missionaries over all the western world ! 
Could we make evevy settlenient resound with tlie glad tidings of salvation, 
could we reach a hand to the perishing savages of our continent, and 
lead them to the Saviour of sinners, what joy, what delight would it 
afford ! May the time speedily arrive, when to these Gentiles we shall 
•publish the salvation of God, and see them widi us discif^ of the same 
Lord and Master. We have reason to hope that he, who hath calkd i:^ 
the attention of the church to the state of eastern bdians, will not leava 
the western tribes without help. Their dehverance also is at hand. 

The •Trustees close tliis'' report imploring God's presence and blessins 
upon the Society. May the present meetiiug be attended with the unc* 
tion of the Spirit, and its counsels most efi&tually promote the glory of 
God* 

In the name of the Truateea^ 

ABEL FLINT, SterOan/. 

Hartford, May 13, 1813. 

The foUowiog persons were elected Trustees of the Missionaiy 
Societj of Connecticut, for one year from tbe first Wednesday of 
August next, m. The Hon. John Trcadwell, the Aon. Ashev 
Miller, the Hon. Aaron Austin, the Hon Jonathan E^ce, Enodi 
Perkins, Esq. David Hale, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Per* 
kins, D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapm, Mog^ C. Welch, D. Qi, 
Andrew Tates, and Samuel Goodrich. 



Aab&r Kiqgibarf » Esq. was choieii Treasurer, and the 8er» 
Abel Flinl, Asditor of the Mnnoiiaij Society of Coimecticiit, for 
^ne year fnm die first Wednesday of August next 

The Accousl of the Treasurer of the General Association, as 
andited, vas read aad approved. 

The Bev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rot. An* 
4vew Tales» Auditor of the General Association, fbr the year en- 

The Belegateff to the several ecclesiasUcal bodies in connection 
Irilh the O^eral Association, wt. to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, to the General Conventicm of Vermont, and 
to the General Associations of Massachusetts Proper and New 
Hampshire, made their reports irhich vere accepted. 

y^My lliat the gentlemen chosen substitutes, in tbe place of 
tiie several Commissioners, delegated to the several ecclesiastical 
hodieS) connected with this Association, be, hereafter, considered 
as Commissioners during the year foUoving that in irhich they 
•hall be chosen, -without any new appointment, unless they shall 
have already taken their seats in said bodies, have resigned their 
office, been removed by death, or vacated it in some other mannen 

The Bev. Messrs. Joseph W. Grossman, Roswell R, Swan, and 
Andrew Tates were chosen substitutes to the Rev. Messrs. Ly^ 
man Beecher, Abel M'Ewen, and William Robinson, Delegates to 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to convene in 
Philadelphia, the third Thursday of May, 1813. 

The Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland and Diodate Brockway 
vere choaen sobstifntesio the Rev. Messrs. Abel Flint and Daniel 
Dww, Delegates to the General Association of Kew Hampshire, ta 
convene at Hollis, the third Tuesday of September next. 

The Rev. Messrs. Royal Tyler and David L. Perry were cho- 
sen substitutes to the Rer* Messi-s. Diodate Brockway and Noah 
Porter, Delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts 
Proper, to convene in Jtme, 181 3. 

The Rev. Daniel Crocker was chosen sui)stitute to the Rev. 
Jonathan Miller, Delegate to the General Convention of Vermont, 
to convene atWestminster the second Tuesday of September next. 
VtM^ Thatthe Scribe annex to the names of the Delegates the 
%mt and place of annual meeting agreed on by the several eccle* 
daitical bodies respectively, to which these delegates are sent. 

Wbdnisbat, June 17. 

The Comttdtlee appointed ^ to correspond and act in concert 
iritli the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and with 
any persons who may be appointed, or associated, for the purpose 
of devising measures, whkh may have influence in preventing 
oome of the numerous and threatening mischiefs, which are ex- 
perienced throughout our country, by the excessive and intempe* 
rate use of spirituous liquors," reported by their Chairman. 

The Rev. Messrs. Beecher, Dutlon, Clark, Armstrong, £. Smith, 
Crockeri were appdnted a Committee, to take the above na« 
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med report Inio conridei^tioiii alid from its contenti^ U%etli^ iritli 
well other information as they mvy receive, devise some practical 
measures to restrain tke excwive and intemperate use of ardent 
spirits, ivhich measures maj be recommended to the friends of 
religion and morals, and to make report to this Ixklj. 

The several dbtrict Associations, in covripliance with th< re^ 
quest of the General Association, " to ascertain the number of 
persons, vithin their respective limits, who are deaf and dumK-^ 
of what age thy are, — of which 8ex,-^whether they were bom wo. 
or became so by disease, — and at what age they became so, and 
ef what disease ; and to make report at this session, designating in 
their reports the towns in which such persons live,'' exhibited thdr 
reports. 

The Bef k Jehu Clark was appointed to eTwrninft those report^ 
and report to this body a summary of the same. 

The Committee, appointed ** to enquhre into the proceediiigs of 
the Consociation of Tolland County on the 16th ef April, 181 1^ 
dec*' made a report which was accepted, as followa; 

To tke Generd AssceiaHm of Caimccticuij to ^ cotwmed at Shanm^ 

tke third Tuesd^ of Jwie, 1818: 

tnz Committee, appointed by the last General Assodation '* to in* 
qtiire into the proceedings of the Consociation of ToUand county, on the 
X6th day of April," 1811, «• relative to the existing difierenoes between 
tile Rev. Abiel Abbot and the church in the first society m Coventry ; and 
also into the proceedings of the council, which inet on die same sibject^ 
on the 5th day of June,** die same year, *' and to rqxnt a statement of 
said proceedings to the next Gtaieral Association," respectfully submit 
the following : 

1. For the purpose of laying before the General Association tlie most 
Correct view of the whole subject, the committee ^prebend, that a 
brief recurrence to facts of the last century will be necessary. By these 
the General Association will perceive, whether the ToUand CdosociatioA 
was regularly formed, and whether the first church in Coventry as a 
member of that body. 

The county of Tolland was formed in 1785. The churches in that 
OQuntv had been consociated with Hartford Korth, with Windham, and 
with Hartford South, according to their respective locations. 

The first church in Coventry had been a member of the CcnsodatiaQ 
in Windham county. This is proved by the oral testimony of witnessen 
now living, and of the first respei^tability. 

The proof is confirmed by written documents which seem indicta- 
ble. About the year 1760, difficulties existed between members of tiie 
first church in Coventry, and the Rev. Oliver Noble, their pastor* Th^ 
following extract from the records of Windham Association aflbrds evi- 
dence, satisfactory it is believed, that, for the settlement of those diffi- 
colties, the church proceeded, and was considered and treated, as a 
member of Consociation. 

** At an Association of the ministers of the county of Windham, at 
Windham, first parish, May 31st, 1760 : 

'*The Assodation beuig requested to advise. Whether it be expe* 
dient, that the Consociation 'of^the county sboold be called together to 
consider and judge of some matters of grievance aliased by a member cf 
the first church and society hi Coventiy agi^nst their pastor, the Bsv« 
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Mr. Noble ; do accordingly advise, that, as Mr. Noble is providentially 
'absent at present, the "western committee be desired to meet, at some 
convergent time and place, and hear Mr. Noble and the aggrieved in re- 
ference to the expedience of calling said Consociation, and in pursuance 
thereof give their advice/* 

^ The above is a true copy from the record of Windham Associatioiw'* 

*' Attest, LUDOVICUS VVELD, 

'* Regiater of Windham Original Mtociation!* 

It'ollowinf^ and near the date of this extract, there is a chasm in tho 
records of that Association. Of course, nothing further appears upon 
them relative to that proposed Consociational council liie General 
Association will, however, perceive, whether it is possible to account for 
soch an application and vote, if the first church in Coventry was not 
consociated with the churches m Windham county. 

The convention of that Consociation, at the place and for tlie purpose 
already mentioned, and the substance of their result, are articles clearly 
remembered and coniklently affirmed by witnesses now living. The com- 
mittee regret their inability to find the original Minutes of that consocia- 
tional coimciL They are probably extinct. At the same time, the com-, 
mittee are happy to state, that a paper purporting to be a copy of those 
Minutes has bf^ obtained of an aged and reputable person m the first 
society of Coventry. Concerning this paper he " certifies, tliat it has 
been long in his possession as a copy. of the doings of the Consociation." 
r4o good reason appears to doubt the correctness of the copy. But the 
committee deem it unnecessary to introduce extracts from this paper. 

The General Association, with these facts in view, will probably not 
find it difficult to satisfy themselves, whether the first churdi in Coventry- 
was consociated with tne churches in Windham county ; or whether it la 
credible, that an unConsociated church would ever submit its difficulties 
to a Consociation. 

And here the committee beg leave to introduce a single remark. Ma- 
ny records of ecclesiastical proceedings in Connecticut, at that, and an- 
tecedent periods, and for a number ofyears following, are not to be found. 
Even the Minutes of the General Association, for the first thirty years, 
are, probably, the greater part, if not the whole of them, lost These 
unpleasant facta are ascribable, it is apprehended, chiefly, perhaps alto- 
gether, to the confuuon pix)duced by the revolutionary war. 

In the present case, however, a fulness of evidence Ls furnished by. 
monory and bv the writings already mentioned, that, anterior to tlie 
formation of Tolland Consociation, the first church in Coventry was con- 
aociated with the churches in Windham county. Tlie committee con- 
sider the foct as worthy of distinct recollection, because, to them, it ap- 
pears to have an important bearing on the result of the inquiry which 
the General Association have instituted. 

in August, 1789, the ministers of Tolland county, at a convention spe- 
cially called for the purpose, foiined themselves into an Association. 
Froav the formation of that county until the year 1789, they continued 
associated, and, with their churches, consopiated, as they had been be- 
fore the estabii^ment of the county. The following extract from the 
Minutes of tliat convention will inform the General Association, whether 
tiiey associated on tlie prmciples of agreement and discipline, which, for 
adxMit eighty years, had been adopted through the State; 

^ The convention proceeded to deliberate on the subject of forming an 
Association in the countv of Tolland ; and unanimously voted to form 
into an Assodation on the same footing with sister Associations in the 
State of Connecticut ; professinj^ their adherence to the public formulas^ 
tuid the genend plan of ecclesiastical polity adopted m the Saybrook 
pLitfunn.'^ 
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«< Tlie Association voted to meet twice annually ; the time of meetini; 
to be on the first Tuesday of June and October.'* — 

At the first meeting or the Association, ivhich was in the October next 
following, provision was made for calling the first Consociation of the 
county. 1 hat provision was thus expressed in the act of the Association. 

*' Voted, That, in order to call the first Consociation in the county, the 
moderator of the last Association shall be empoweredi by the advice of 
Asxociation, or two members of tlie body, to issue Letters Missive to 
can the Cduociation ; and in the case of the moderatoi**s death, or absence 
of the moderator of the last Association, the last surviving moderator 
shall issue Letters Missive for that purpose.'^ 

By diese documents the General Association will leant^ whether the 
venerable Fathera and Brethren of Tolland county did regulate their 
proceedings, with admirable care and accuracy, by the Sayorook plat- 
form, in commencing their Association, and in providing for the perma- 
nent mutual council m a Consociation. ' 

In 1790, the Tollaad Consociation vms formed and established. The 
following is a copy of a Letter Missive convoking the pastors and church- 
es for that purpose. By this the General Association will discover,, 
whether the procedure in the establishment of that body was according 
to usage among the churches of Connecticut glided by the construcdon 
which they have uniformly put upon their canstitution. 

«1 To the Rfv. Pastor and church of ChrUt in Mbrlh BoUon t 

" REV. AND BELOVEIX, 

*^ On application of the church and eongregatmin Willington to the 
Association of Tolland coimty, convened at Coventtr, Oct 5th, 1790, re- 
questing, that the Consociation might be called to liear, judge, and de- 
termine, in all difficulties subsistingbetween the Rev, Gideon Noble and 
the people under his pastoral cliarge ; The Assodation resolved, that the 
Consoaation be called ag^^eeabiy to their desire.- This is, therefore,, 
earnestly to request you, by your pastor and a delegate, to meet with the 
other churches in this county to form a Consbciation for the purpose afore- 
said in Willington, on the fifteenth dajr of November next^ at 5 o'clock, 
P. M.— »or, in case the public thanksgiving should be on that week, the 
Monday following, at the same hotir. 

•'Signedi SAMUEL LOCKWOOD, JIfotfmtfori 

Rev. Ebenezer KeUogg, 

(To be communicated.) 

^ Coventry, Oct 5th, 1770/ 
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This Letter was ordered by the Assoeiation. ** To form a Cehsocia- 
tV)n*' in the county, tlicn new, was one of the purposes explicitly statedr 
for which that convention of the4>aators and cnurdies waa requested. 
This Letter was communicated to the churches. I1ie churches complied 
with the request which it eontiuned ; and they must have complied under- 
standingly. 

According to the request in this Letter, the Consociation was formed 
and organized. The nrat church in Coventry, by its i>astor and delegate, 
made a constituent part of tliat consodational council. Its pastor, the 
late Dr. Himtington, was Scribe, and its delegate, the Hon. Jesse Root, 
late Chief Justice of the State, was assistant Scribe. . The Rev- Gideon 
Noblt; was by that bodv^ styling itself *' an Ecdesastioal Consociation of 
the countv of Tolland ' tried and dismissed from his pastoral relation to 
M^ church and people of Wilb'ngton. 

Such are the facts. The statement is rendered unquestionable by the 
Minutes tliemselves of the Consociation. 

That council, it is ei^3ccially observable, could not be mutual, in any 
other scns« but tliat in wuich a Consociation is ahmys^ by the agreement 
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of the churches, a mutaal counciL For, it was not with the approbation 
of Mr. Noble, the defendant in die trial, that die Consociation was 
called. It was solely at the request of the church and society. 

Mr. Noble had previously united with his ac^^uaere in the convention of 
a council mutually selected. By that council he had been tried and ac- 
oaitted on some of the charges presented afterwards to the Consociation. 
iJpOn those lie objected to a second trial either by the Consociation, or by 
any «tiier council. 

He oflered his objections not only to his church when making their ar- 
rangements for procuring the mutual council of a Consociation, but. to 
the Association, when the request of the church was under considera- 
ticQ in that body, and, last of ail, to the Consociation when formed. But, 
So the iuUest manner it is testiiied, diat, neither by himself personaUy, 
nor by his counsel, was the regularity of tlie Consociation, or their juris- 
diction in the case, doubted for a' moment But had the i^gulaiity of the 
Consociation been questionable, must not the circumstance have occurred 
to Mr. Noble, or to his advocates^'— and would they not have seized it 
with avidity ? 

lliis oQtline of fects the committee thought it necessarv to report It 
will, they trust, enable the General Association to deciJe, whetlier the 
mode of forming Tolland Consociation was according to the constitution 
and usage ctf the churches in Connectiait ; and whether the first church 
in Coventry has been, from the formation of that Consociation, one of 
its members, and entitled to its privileges. For, if a minister of a coun- 
ty town, or two or thred others, are audiorized to issue Letters for the 
convocation of pastors and churches ** to form a Consociation," the whole 
Association must, on a very obvious principle, have authority to order 
such Letten. -And, if the first church in Coventry was in tnat vote to 
consociate, and did act with the body * when formed and acting as a Con- 
sociation, the General Association will earily determine the past and 
prennt staadm^ of that church. 

No witfadniwmg act of that church is known. Some of its aged an4 
very respectable members declare, thatdiey remember no such act, and 
that they never heard of one. Their testimony is, that the church ibr- 
merly considered itself, and was considered and treated by others, as 
a member of Windhata Consociation ; and nnce, for more than twen- 
ty years, of that in the county of Tolland. 

2. The committee ai^rehend, that the following document will assist 
the General A^ociation in determining the consbciational standing of the 
late Rev. Abtel Abbot ; and, bf course, whether, according to the eccle- 
dastical constitution and usages of Coimecticot, he was amenable, in the 
article oi diacipUne, to that Consociatian, of which his churcli claims to 
have been, ana to continue a member. 

*< At a meeting of the Association of Tolland county, at the house of 
Mr. Abbot, Coventry, June 2d, 1801. 

** A vote of the church of Marlboro was laid before the Association in 
Oie fibflowing words, 

*• Marlboro, Monday, March 24, 18oa 
•• The church met according to adjournment. 

*• Voted, That it is the desire of the church to be connected with the 
Consociadon of churches in the county of Tolland. 

" ELEAZER M'CRAY, CAurch Oerk. 
** Upon which, 

** Voted to comply with the desire of the church in Marlboro, expressed 
in thdr vote. 

*' Passed in Associadon, • 

JOHN WILLARD, Moderator. 
"Attest, ABIEL ABBOT, Scri&e. 

^ True record from the Mmutcs, 

" Test, ABIEL ABBOT, RegUterr 
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The church in Marlboro hsA pre^'iaus!y belonged to Hartford Sooth. 
By the fotrgoing extract the General Association can, at once, decide, 
^nether Mr. Abbot had the means of knowing, and must, indeed, have 
known, that the pastora and cliurches in Tolland county did consider 
themselves as consociated ; and wliether, if he disliked Consociations 
and the ecclesiastical constitution of Connecticut, he had suflteient op* 
portunities of manifesting his dislike. 

The committee have discovered no evidence of bis having ever inti- 
mated, that he considered either himself or his church as unconsociated* 
until after those difficulties had arisen, which issued m acts of Consocia- 
tion dissolving his pastoral coiyiection, and revoking his ministerial pow- 
ers and authority. 

3. The committee trust, that, by the preceding statements, the Gener-r 
al Association may satisfy themselves concerning the correctness of the 
procedure described in (he subsequent extract. 

'* At a meeting of the Association of Tolland county, in WSlington, 
Oct. 9d, 1810-- 

" The first church in Coventry, under the pastoral care of the Revt 
Atiiel Abbot, by their committee, Uie Hon. Messrs Jesse Root and David 
Hale, applied to the Association for advice in relation to difficulties exis- 
ting between them and their pastor, which difficulties are stated in i^ 
communication on file* 

** Tiie Association ha%ing taken the matter into deliberate and solemn 
consideration, ^nd having used due endeavors to obtain hght, do give adr 
Vice to the church, that, the previous steps having been taken, they take 
proper measures for the convening of die council of the consociated 
churches in Tolland county, according to the articles for the administra- 
tion of chui'ch dispipline agreed upoq t^y the delegation in the genera^ 
council at Saybrook, Sq>t. 9, 1708."^ 

It api^ears that the church indulged no unnecessary delay in compfyinij 
ivith tliis advice. Individuals by private dealing, and the church itselL 
tvith great mtelUgence and integrity, puraued the course which the gospel 
directs. With many anxious feelings, and with much circumspection, 
they proceeded to prepare the way for the convention of the Consociation 
-^reluctantly apprehending that such a measure mighi finally be neces- 
sary. They labored diligently and for many months to convince their pas- 
tor, and to restore that harmony which they sincerely desired. , 

On many accounts they esteemed their {lastor— i>aiid rften repeatcrd 
and earnest were their exertions to preserve him, if possihte, consistently 
-with their duty to Christ 

But, in tlieir view, he had embraced and taught opinions contrary to 
the gG^[>el, subversive of the Christian foundation and hape^ and conse- 
quently perilous to souls. Every consideration of personal attachment 
fimst therefore yielc|. The deinands of duty to their Loixl and Master 
ivei^ imperious. 

For the settlement of difficulties Mr. Abbot proposed a council equally 
• selected by tlie parties at variance, llie church met him upon his prop-, 
osition. In a vote of the church it vas resolved expressly to join with 
Mr. Abbot and the society in convening a mutual council, " provided we 
^all be able to a^ree with him and the society on the churches from 
vhich such councU shall be called." Is it seriously supposeable, that 
Mr. Abbot ever did, or cou/d, desire a mutual council upon any other 
conditions ? 

By the unequivocal tenor of this vote, it will be evident to the General 
Association, whether the church was not as ready and as willing a^ 
Mr. Abbot himself could be, to submit the whole cause to a counsel 
thus elected. The parties f proceeded to the nomination of such a council. 
Put, as might be expected, neither of them would yield the advantage of 
% majority. All elfbrts for the attainment of a mutual council thus fofinec) 
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'Witre iherdore ineflectaaL The very obvious consequence was anticipa* 
ted. A council composed of numbers equal on both sides of a question, 
concerning a point of doctrine believed, by at least one of them, essentifd 
to the scheme of grace and salvation revealed in tlte gospel, mbst, of 
coarse, be utterly unavailing. 

The church was, therefore, impelled to its olUmate resort It had no 
means of relief from sn£fering the calamity of having a pastor, in its own 
"view, essentially heretical, but by an appeal to Consociation — ^that perma- 
nent mutual and most impartial council, so happily provided by the 
ecclesiastical constitution or Connecticut, and at ail tiroes, equally ready 
for the benefit of either party, when uo other mutual council, that can 
be of use, is found attainable. 

But, upon this point, the committee will not occupy the time of the 
General Association* A verv able and satisfactory account of the steps 
taken by the church is alreaay before the public in a statement made by 
the church, and published in the ** Reply by the Tolland Association/' 
To that publicatjon the committee cbeernilly refer their Rev. fathers 
and brethren. 

4. The church, thus oonyinced, that there was no possible method of 
Mn^ng its difficulties to an impartial bearing and decision, but the last, 
provided so expressly by the coosdtutioo, appued, as stated above, for the 
consociational council 

The following is a copv of the Letter Missive bv which that council was 
pmvcked. By this the treneral Association will be satined, whether tha 
procedure was stricUy regul^. 

•• To t/fe fiaator of the Jir%t church of Christ itf Hebron^ and to 

9qid church : 

** RZV. AND BELOVED, 

** Whereas matters of difficulty subsist in the first church of Christ in 
Coventry, respectme their pastor, the Rev. Abiel Abbot, which need the 
assistance of an ecclesiastical council ; and application havine been made 
to us, the subscribers, pastors of the church in 1 oUand and of Vernon, 
by sidd church to convoke the Consociation of the county of Tolland to 
afibrd their assistance for quieting and settling those difficulties : 

** We do hereby reouest the pastor of the first church of Christ in 
Hebron, and also said cnurch by a delegate appointed for that purpose; 
to meet the other ministers and churches within this county, at the 
dwelling house of Mr. Frederic Rose in said Coventr}^, on the sixteenth 
day of April next, at 11 o'clock, A. M. and, with them in council, to hear 
and decide on any matter regularly brought before them, and to do 
whatever shall to them appear most conducive to the peace and good 
^rder of said church, and tending to promote pure and un:lefiled rehgion. 

" Signed, ^ NATHAN WILLIAMS, 

£B£N£Z£R KELLOGG. 

^ Vernon, March Slst, 1811.*' 

# 

1^ compliance with this request the Consociation convened. Witli the 
substance of their result the Creneral Association are already acquainted. 
Of the committee, however, a report of particulars may be expected.— 
The following is a copy of their Minutes : 

*^ At a nteeting oT the elders and messengers of the churches in the 
eoanty of Tolland, on the 16th of April, 1811, in the first society in Cov- 
entry, called at the request ef the cnurch in said society, were present. 
Rev. pastors, Nathan Williams, D. D. Ebei^ezer Kellogg, Amos Bassett, 
Royal Tyler, Diodate Brockway, Nathan GiUet, £phraim T. Woodruff, 
Hubbel Loomis, and William L. Strong. 

**' Delegates finom the churches ; Deacons, Jabez Kingsbuir, Oliver 
^inj;, St^lien Bingham, Sylvester Gilbert, Sawyer EUis, Joseph Talcoit, 
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Samud Dunton, Jabez Collins, Elijah Talcott, Rev. Calvin Ingals, Mr. 
JohnHalL 

** Doct Williams was chosen moderator, and Mr. Bassett scribe. 
** The Coosodation was opened witii prayer, by the moderator. 
** The chnrch l^d before this body a complaint, containing the follow- 
log articles of charge against their piastor, viz. 

** That he, the Rev. Abiel Abbot, does neither (ireach nor believe the 
doctrine of Uie sacred Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in th* 
Godhead. 

-** That he does neither pneaoh, nor believe in, the divini^r of Jesus 
Christ ; that he is bbth (*oa and man united in the person of Mediator. 

** That he does neither preach nor believe the doctrine of the atone- 
ment made for sin by the blood of Christ, and of the justification of an* 
ners by the lig^teousness of Christ, impiited to tliem and received by 
fidth in biin. 

** The foregoing doetrioes, thou|;h clearly revealed in the word of God, 
as not only true, but fundamental m the gospel system, and essential to be 
believed in order to salvation, are by him omitted in his preaching: aixi 
doctrines contrary to these, and repugnant to the faith once delivered to 
the saints, by Christ and his apostfes, and subver^ve of the Christian's 
hq3e, are bv him taught and inculcated." 

** Mr. Abbot having read, then presented to this body an address, 
denying the jurisdiction of this counal, and protesting against their atting 
in judgment upon the complaint against him. 

** The society aho by their committee, presented an instrument of the 
tamepurport, whi(9i was read. 

** Tne authority of the Consociation having been denied, the subject 
was largely argued by the counsel both of Mr. Abbot and of the church. 

** The counsel then proceeded to a full deliberation upon the arguments 
oflbred* The question was then put by the moderator. Do this council 
consider themselves duly convened and auUiori^ed to try the complaint 
before them ? Voted in the affirmative. 

**The elders and messengers present feel themselves justified ami 
supported in the foregoine decision by die articles of churdi/ discipline, 
unanimoudy agreed upon by the elders and all the chui'ches of Connecti- 
cut convened at Saybrook, September 9th, 1708 : the same having been 
adopted by practice and consent in tiiis county ; and for that, this Con- 
sociation is convoked conformably to the 13th article thei^eof^ and agreea- 
bly to the usage of the churches in this State ; and, as we believe, agreeably 
to the mind and will of Christ ; and, for that, no other method oTadmin^ 
istering church disdpline has been adopted among our churches in cases 
like the one under consideration ; nor can we resort to any other, under 
the present oi^nization of our churches, where the parties cannot, or 
will not, mutually submit their difficulties. 

** The Rev. Mr. Abbot was then called upon to answer to the complaint 
exhibited against him by the diurch ; but he neglected arid refused to 
make answer to the same. 

** iThe council then proceeded to hear the testimony produced by tha 
church in support of the articles of chaige. After a full and patient 
hearing and consideration of the case, the question was put upon each 
article separately. Is this article proved ? Voted, It is proved. 

*^ The general question was then put. Is the Rev. Abiel Abbot guilty 
of the focts alleged in the complaint of the church against him ? Yotea 
unanimously in the affirmative. 

** Voted, That the man who neither believes nor preaches the doctrines 
specified in the articles of charge, is disqualified for the office of the gospel 
ministry ; for he has essentially renounced the scriptures, has made 
skdpwreckof the faith once delivered to the saint*, has aenied the Mestdah 
of the gospdy who is the true God and eternal life, and cannot preach to 
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sioners, according to the real meaning of scripture, ]esus Christ and him 
cnicified, who is the only way of salvation, nor feed the church of God^ 
which he has purcliased with his own blood. 

M The council therefore feel themselves required by Jesus Christ the 
ereat God and Saviour, on the peril of being jud^ un£fiithful to him, ta 
his church, and the best interests of the society m this place, to declare* 
and they hereby declare, that the ministerial relation between the Rev. 
Abid Abbot, and the first church of Christ in Coventry ought to be, and 
is, dissolved. And they do hereby also revoke the commission riven to 
him by his ordination to preach the gospel and administer the oroinaDcei 
of the same. 

** The council add, that after having g^ven full weight to every thins 
brought before them, it is with pain they nave found themselves under the 
necessity of performing this indispensable duty. 
^ By unanimous onler of the Consociation, 

-Signed. NATHAN WILLIAMS, ModerdTor^ 

" Attest, AMOS BAS8ETT, Scriber 

This, Uie General Association wHI observe, closes the historical state- 
ment retpiired of the committee, relative to the former part of the fai- 
^ry which th^ have been directed to make. They have endeavored tcr 
cgdubit all the racts wMch, to them, seemed essential to an impartial and 
discrimiDating decision. Their way— though laborious— has beoi clear. 
They have no apprehenaon, that me accuracy of the statement wiU bet 
CGDtroverted. 

5. The General Association are well aware, that in New-England. 
Ihere are persons who dil^r from most of the cliurches concemine evea 
Ihe fimdamentals of revealed religion, and concerning the modes cS 
ecclesiastical government and discipline authorized in tne word of God. 

Those few — ^whatever may be the real articles of their faitli, — ^it might 
be expected, would differ from the consoctational cpuncil, in their inter- 
cnoes fnxn the facts here reported. They have thus difiered—- and their 
cfrinion, solemnly given, is before the pubhc- 

Bat what are the onlv correct inferences ^ This seems to be the ques- ' 
tnn before the General Association — ^if question here there can be. All, 
h b apprehended, wilt agree, that the question must be decided by tht 
eoRsdtution, doctrines, and usages, which the churches in Connecticut 
generally bdieve to be according to the word of God. 

From that constitution, those doctrines, and usages, did the Consociation 
deduce iust inferences respecting themselves, tlie first church in Coven- 
try, and its late pastor ? 

'That the General Association may the more easdiy and correctly, satisfy 
themselves, the committee ask leave to lay before tiiem here, in the in- 
terrogatory form, a summary of the whole cause, from its commence- 
nent to the close of the consociational result 

Was the Consociation of ToUand county ever regularly formed ^ . 

Allowing that it was, does it continue to be, as the constitution pro- 
vides, a mutual council for the benefit of all its members ? 

When a church has once consociated, has uniform practice treated it 
as coft/intonr^consociated, until, either by its own act, it shall have de- 
dared itself no longer sudi, or shall have been cut off by a disciplinaiy 
act of Consociation ? 

Has the first churdb in Coventry been, and does it continue to be, by 
its own choice expressed in a number of regular acts, a member nf Tol- 
land Consociation, and holding a clear right to demand the assistance of 
Ihat Body, when necessary ^ 

Has it, witiiin the last half Century, been the usage of ordaining coun- 
cils, generally, in Connecticut, to require of the candidate a formal as- 
sent to the ecclesiastical constitution and discipline adopted by most of the 
churches^ 
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dr father, Has it been reasonably taken for gtented, on tlie suppobi- 
^on of the candidate's inteUigence and prudence, that, preparatory to 
his determining whether to take the pastoral charge in this State or not« 
he would thoroughly inform himself concerning tliat constitution and the 
usages grounded upon it — that, if he disliked the one, or the other, or 
both, he would, either at his ordination, or afterwards, befwrc accusations 
were discovered to be rising against him, inform his brethren of his dis- 
sent—making it known by this act, that he will not hold himself amenable 
to Consociation P 

Has it been the understanding and usage of the churches, that the free! 
declaration of such dissent sbaU make no schism between himself andi 
his brethren? 

If he declare no such dissent, has it been assumed uniformly, and 
therefore by just inference in every case, that he adopu the constitution— > 
holding himself, in the way it prescribes, amenable for misconduct and 
heresy, and bound to submit to every dedaon of discipline which it au- 
thorizes? 

Must the late Rev. Abiel Abbot— from the manner in which the re- 
quest of the church in Marlboro^ was twelve years ago received and 
treated by the Association, and repeatedly entered upon their Minutes 
by himseif, as both scribe and register— 4iave certainly and sufficiently 
known, that the pastors and churches of that county did consider them- 
selves consQciated ? 

Must he, of course, have known perfectly well, that both himself and 
his church were considered in as regular and complete consociational 
standing, as any other pastor and church in the, county or State ? 

As he never declared any dissent until difficulties began to place them* 
selves in a threatening attitude— when, upon every correct principle, 
sucli dissent became utterly inadmissible — was he, in reality, a meml^r 
of Consociation ; and consequenUy, was it with perfect equity, that he 
was treated as amenable to Consociation, and under their jurisdiction } 

Is it, in any association of professing Christians, a violation of charity 
and right, to. define, describe, and denounce, the sentiments whiclu ac- 
cording to their understanding of the revealed system/are heretical ? 

Has the denial, that Jesus Christ is more than a creature, been by the 
consociated churches uniformly believed to be a ^* damnable heresy *% 
and in the highest degree opposed to the first pripdples, on which thostt 
churches confederated ? 

Is evangelical fcUowship possible between those who believe, that Jesus 
Christ is tiie everbving God, ami those who betieve that he is not— the 
difierence between tiie objects of their faith respectively, being no less 
than the difTerencc between a creature, and Him, ** who is over all, God 
blessed for ever ?" 

As the Consociation were unanimously convinced of Mr. Abbot's denial^ 
that Jesus Christ is more than a creature, did their duty to their Saviour, 
and to souls, indispensably require tiiem— according to their united under- 
standing of the scripture doctrine — to dissolve his pastoral connectioup 
and to take back his ministerial commission ? 

Were their acts, of such import and intent, valid to dose eflectually 
his pastoral standing, and to render it improper for the churches and 
peof>le of God to consider him any longer as a minister of the gospel ? 

Did such acts imply any want of Christian charity— or any daim to 
a right of binding Mr. Abbot's conscience, or that of any other person in 
matters of opinion i 

Have a number of professing Christians, united either by express or 
implicit agreement, not only in the belief of particular doctrines, but in 
the manner of defining; those doctrines, a right to put an end to religious 
^owship betwseu Uieinselves, and any one of their number, whom they 
convict of renouncing what ihey consider a fundamental principle u 
their agreement? 
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WoRild a CoDsodatiQa be changeable with larding it ov^r the (ionsdent^ 
t)f an atheist, detected in their body, were they to resdye to confer him 
tx) lopger in their communion ? 

Does obedience to that inspired rule ot discipline, '* A man that is a 
heretic, after the first and second admonition, reject, " imply any claim* 
in those who reject him, to bind his conscience in matters ot railh ? 

Ja this rejection the setting up of human phrases and formularies, and 
creeds, instead ef scripture, as the standard offaidi? 

Or is it, rather, a pious and resolute adherence to their own unanimous 
understanding of scnpture, and an honest defence of that, which the her- 
etic himself Aad^ as they understood, agreed with them to consider as 
** the £Edth once delivered to the saints r' 

And finall)[. Is the heresy, embraced by Mr. Abbots as has been often 
exaldi^lv intimated, a recent and precious improvement in theology— ^the 
fiaatt oTdeep research, conducted by superior learning and talents f Or is 
it adelusioo of ancient da^te^ invented under the impulse of a ** love for 
darkness rather than light "—fostered by ** phUosophv falselv so o^led*^ 
«— a daring attempt to throw aside *' the stone whicn has oeoome the 
head of the comer^-that Stone, upon whidi whosoever shall fall shall be 
bndcea, bat which, upon whomsoever it shall fiedl) shall grind hi^i to 
powder"? 

In the view of the committee, these particulars form a summar^r of 
the things, especially claiming attention in the former part of thisinquiryw 

€w Mr. Abbot did not acquiesce in the result of Consociation. His pro* 
test against their jurisdiction has been already mentioned. In that labori- 
ous production he assumed the task of proving — ^however clearly the light 
of facts to the contrary might have been shining upon him for more than 
fifteen years-^that there was no Consociation in the county of Tolland $ 
that the first church in Ck>ventry and its pastor belonged to no Consocia- 
tioQ whatever ; that his church had no n^t to the interference of such a 
council; and« therefore, that the pastor and churches calling themselves 
a Ccnsodation, convened at the request of his church, were no other than 
an ex parte council, liaving, of course, no legitimate jurisdiction m the 



Upon these points, it has already been seen, the deliberate jud^enfi 
cff tiie Consociation was the reverse of the opinions expressed m the 
protest. » 

Mr. Abbot also labored abundantly, and hard, to detnonstrate the equiv 
o^al propositioD, '* that councils have no authc* ity in maUers of faith*'' 
^ Did he mean, that councils are not authorized to take away a man^s 
ri^t of jud^g for himself concerning articles of doctrine ?«— Or that 
Christ has given them tio physical power to bind the conscience, and com* 
pel the mind honestly to receive, as true, that which it really believes to 
De £^ae ^ He might wisely have spared himself the trouble of writings 
and that council the time of hearing, arguments in defence of the propo*- 
sitioa Between himself and the consociated pastors and churcnes o^ 
Connecticut, there was here no difiereilce of opmion. Must he not have 
been well acquainted with this fact ? Can he have been ignorant, that 
none of them have the folly to imagine themselves, in such a sense, clodv- 
cd ** with authority in matters of faith ^" Can the insinuation implied in 
Che proportion, that our councils ever pretend to claim and exercise such 
authority, have been honestly intended r Or was it rather a mere slander, 
devised and thrown out to divert the inquiring mind from the investigation 
of truth f The^eral Association will judge. 

But did he mtend, that councils have no authority to determine for 
ihenuetvea what heresy is } Or to reject, from their Christian fellowship 
and communion, a man whom, on evidence irresistible, they believe to 
be a heretic } If this was his meaning, how could an agreement between 
ham and oar Consociation be more possible, than between Belial and 
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» 

Chri8t--4han between gross infidelity and an afiecdonate fiuthin tbc gns' 
pel^ 

If ooancib are not authorized to detennine for themsevels, that the maa 
^ho affirms, ** that Jesus Chiist has derived all fimn the Father/' is, accord- 
ding to their understanding of the scriptures, a lieretic-*-one who denies 
the &ith which is unto salvation — who shall determine for them ^ 

Does the gospel recognise tlie existence of here«r in the world ? Does 
the Holy Ghost expressly forbid its toleration, when known in the churdi f 
If churches and councils may not determine, for themselves, the article of 
heresy, and, as Christians, reject the man who avows it, how shall they 
djey the very explicit commandment of God ? 

The .committee make no apology for thus suspending their narrative, 
a moment, in this place* They thought it necessary, that a just and clear 
view of the whole subject might be kept in mind. 

Mr. Abbot i>it)fessea to disregard the dismissing and disqualifying acts 
of the Consociation. He continued, several vreeks after their rnuh was 
published, to practise the^rm« of the ministerial office. 

In the mean time, a lietter, purporting to express the mnrxio/ wish of 
himself and the society, was sent to sundry {Mutors and churches in 
Massachusetts, requesting their attendance as a mutual coundl to coo* 
siderhis ministerial standing and character. 

Below, is an attested copy of that Letter. It was seasonably commu* 
nicated to the committee ot the church under the fioQowing ]nck)8ure. 

«• Brethren, 

** Inclosed is a copy of a I^etter to convoke an ecclcsastical coanc3; 
and I would herebv notify you, and the church through you, of the mee- 
ting of said council, that it you see cause, you may umte with roe uid 
the society in asking their advice, or may makeany representation before 
said council which you, or the church may deem proper. 

** Most smcerely yours id our common Lord. 

" ABIEL ABBOT. 
" Coventry, May ir, ISll." 

Hon. JESSE ROOT, -) Committee of the first church in 

I>cacnn DAVID HALE, C Coventry for conventngtheCon- 

Bi-other KEZEKIAH EDGERTON, 3sociation of ToUand county. 

«• To the Rev* Elder and the church of Christ in of 

which the Rev> i» pastor, 

•♦ REV. AND BELOVED, 

** In consequence of difierence in matters of opinion between the pastor 
and tl^ iirst church in Coventry, and of the ^ure of all conciuatory 
measures, on the part of the pastor and society, a council purporting ta 
tie the Consociation of Tolland county, has been convened t^ the church, 
which, notwithstanding the united protest of the pastor and society, has 
proceeded to dissolve the pastoral relation of Mr. Abbot to the first church 
m Coventry, and to disqualify him as a minbter of Jesus Christ-^This 
state of things, and these ditncuhies we very sensibly feel, and roost nn- 
cerely deplore. In these circumstances, the pastor and the first ecclest- 
cal society in Co\'entr^— the church having declined a routual council, 
earnestly solicit the advice and direction of an ecclesiastical council, to 
which they desire to submit the standing of thepastov, and the expedien- 
cv of his continuing in the ministry in Uiis place ; and they heronr au- 
thorize the coiUKiT to dissolve his pastoral relation to this people, it dee- 
med expedient, in such stamting in the church and ministry, as shall be 
jiidged pro})er; and, generally, to give their advice and direction inall 
matters wliich may properiy come before them. 

*' We, therefore, the pastor and the first ecdeaastical society in Cor* 



19 

* 

ciiby» earnestly request the attendance of the Elder and a messenger of 
your church in council, at the house of the Rev. Mr. Abbot in Coventry^ 
on Wednesday, the 5th. day June next, at 11 o'clock A* M. to consider, 
adviae, and direct concenung the above premises. 

*• Rev. and Beloved, we wish vou grace, mercy, and peace, from God 
4»r Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

•• Signed, ABIEL ABBOT, Pastor. 

AM ASA JONES, /or the Society. 
^ Coventry, April 26, 131L 



.»} 



" The Rev. 

To be communicated 

•• P. S. The Elders and a messenger from each of their churches invi- 
ted to meet in council, are the Rev. Dr. Lathrop, of Boston, Drs. Bar- 
nard and Princev of Salem, Dr. O^ood, of Medford, Dr. Reed, of 
Brideewater, Dr. Porter, of Roxbur>% Dr. Bancroft, of- Worcester, Dr. 
Keoohl, of Weston, Rev. Mr. Aliyn, of Duxborough, and Rev. Mr. 
Thayer, of Lancaster. 

^^(Cctty.) The above and foregoing is a true copy of the Letter and 
the copy of a Letter Missive agned by Mr. Abie! Abbot, pastor, and 
Amasa Jcnes for the society, to convoke an ecclesiastical council, ad- 
dresKd to and lodged with me to be communicated to the diurch, en- 
doficd 

" Test, JESSE ROOT." 

The societjF acted uniformly, with Mr. Abbot, revising Consociatitti, 
but 'vnlling to join their pastor and the church in submitting their difficul- 
ties to a council mutually chosen, if the parties could agree in the choice. 
It has been already seen that the church were not less willing than Mr. 
Abbot t9 have the cause decide^ by a council of that description. But, 
for reasons arising from the nature of the difficulties, no such council 
could be convened with the prospect of efficiency. The course which 
the church— the agrieved paily — ^therefore took, has been stated. 

There is some afifiearance^ at lea^t, of the society's concurrence in 
calling the foreigjii council of June 5th. The following is an attested co- 
py of votes shewmg the manner in which the society transacted. 

** At a society meeting l^;ally warned and held at the meeting house 
in Coventry, first society, on tbie 15th of Not. 1810. 

y The Hon. JESSE ROOT, Esq. chosen moderator. 

** Voted, 1st. In consequence of difficulties subsisting in the church 
with Mr. Abbot, that if Mr. Abbot and the church see fit, this society 
will mute with Mr. Abbot and the church in convenmg a mutual council, 
for the purpose of considering, advising, and deciding, in all matters of 
difficult subsisting in the church with Mr. Abbot. 

** Voted, 3diy,^ to appoint a committee who are hereby authorized to- 
ame with the church and Mr. Abbot in a mutual council, and to do 
wnat is necessary to convene said council, and to manage the concerns 
of the society bemve said council, if convened. 

** 4thly, Voted, that Messrs. Amasa Jones, Jeptha Fitch, Nathan How- 
ard, and Cephas Brig^m, be a committee for the aforesaid purpose* 

^ 5thly, Voted, that in case the church or Mr. Abbot should decline 
ameing in a mutual council, and the council of the consociated churches 
ot Tolumd county should be convened, the above named committee are 
directed to take aU necessary and prudent means to manage the con- 
cerns o£ this society actording to their discretion. 

^ 6thlyj Voted, that the above named committee are also authorized, if 
by tii^pi judged «;xpedient, to unite with Mr. Abbot in convening a ma- 
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tiial eoam^ to consider and decide upon such matters at xnayte thoui^t 
necessary to be laid before them. 

*^ The above is a true copy of the original, 

" Test, BILDAD CURTIS, Society Clerk. 

*• Corentiy, Oct 5th, 1811.** 



** At an annual society meeting legally warned and held at the nieeting 
house,' Coventry, first society, Apru 15th, 1811. 

'* Hon. JESSE ROOT, Esq. chosen moderator. 

*' 1st. Calvin Manning, Jun. Joseph Dow, and James White were cho- 
sen committee for the year ensuing. 

'* Sdly. Voted, that the standing committee j<nn the committee chosen, 
the 15th of Nov. last, in managing the concerns of said society, with lull 
powers to act with the committee then chosen. 

*' The above is a true copy of the original. 

«« Test, BILDAD CURTIS, Sodety Clerk. 

Coventj', Oct 5th, 1811." 

Such were the arrangements of the society. They entrusted tlie whole'' 
management of their concerns to a large ancl respectable committee, un- 
der the limitations here expressed. 

The number and doings of the second council may be seen in the fol- 
lowing copy of their minutes. 

<* Coventiy, June 5th, 1811. 

*' In pui'suance of Letters Misave from the pastor and* first ecclesiasti- 
cal society in Coventry, the following elders and messengers assembled 
at the house of the Rev. Abiel Abbot. 

Boston, JRev, John Latkrohy D. D. 

Bridgcwater, Rev. John Heed, D. D. 

Roxbury, Bev. EUfihalet Porter^ D. D. 

Worcester, Pev. Aaron Bancrofts D. D. and Deac. fVm. TrowMdgCt 

Weston, Rev* Samuel Kendall^ D. D. and Brother Itaac Hobbe. 

Duxborough, Bev. John AUyn^ 

Lancaster, Rev. J\/athaniel Thayer, and Brother Jodah Bridge. 

** The council formed by chusing Rev. John Lathrop, D. D. moderator, 
and Rev. Nathamel Thayer, scribe. 

** Voted, that the Rev. Mr. Abbot and the committee of the society be- 
informed, that the council are now in session, and are ready to receive 
any communications from them. 

*' Voted, that the following message be sent to the deacons of the church, 
to be communicated. 

** An ecclesiastical council, of which the Rev. John ^athrop, D. D. b 
moderator, is now in session in this place, at the request of the Rev* 
Abiel Abbot and the first ecclesiastical society in Coventry, and will be 
happy to receive from the first church in Coventry any communications 
they may be pleased to lay before them. 

" Coventry, June 5th, 1811. 

*« N. B. The council have voted to adjourn to the meeting house, and 
will be in session this afternoon, at 2 o'clock. 

** To deacons Mithan Howard and David Hale* 

** To this message no i*eply has been made. 

«' Voted to adjourn to 2 o^dock this afternoon, then to meet at the 
meeting house. 

*• Assembled at the meeting house agreeably to adjournment 

•• The Rev. moderator led in an address to the throne of divine grace. 
Attended to various commui^catioQs of the Rev. Mr. Abbot, and of the 



21 

advocate for the society', in order as appears on file, and from these learn- 
ed the measures adopted by the church and society in relation to esdsting 
difficulties. 

** Alter hearing the ailments on the part of tlie society, attended to 
some pKaragra^s of a sermon of the late President Stiles on '* the Chris- 
tian union. These displayed the nature of Consociations, the indepen- 
dence of the New England churches, and the spirit of Christian liberty. 

** Voted to adjourn to the house cf the Rev. Aoiel Abbot, there to meet 
at the expiration of one hour. 

*' Met at the time appointed. 

** Chose Rev. Drs. Lathrop, Reed, Porter, Bancroft, and the Rev. 
'Mr. Thayer a committee to prepare a result 

** Voted that the council aajoum to to-morrow at 7 o'clock, A. M* 

*' June 6. Convened at the hour assigned. 

** The council ha vingtaken into consideration the Christian and minis- 
terial standing d the Kev. Abiel Abbot, and the exp)ediency of his con- 
tinuing in the ministry, voted unanimously to publish the following result. 

*' It is with reluctance that the members of this council have consented 
to take any part in relation to the unhappy divisions which have arisen 
in this place, and which more immediately respect the Christian edifica- 
tion, peace and order of the churches in this vicinity and state. We feel 
ourselves impelled, however, by a principle of sympathy and benevo- 
lence, and by a sense df duty to our common Ix>rd and Master, not to 
refuse our attention, opinions and advice when theyr are eaiiiestly solici- 
ted by a respectable ecclesiastical society, and a Christian pastor who re- 
c^ved his education and approbation as a preacher of the gospel in that 
part of the country in which we reside, and whom we have long known, 
respected and loved. 

*• This council have, as they trust, attended with seriousness and im- 
partiality to the statements and pleas of the parties at whose instance 
they are ccxivened. They lament the divisions which have arisen be- 
tween the church on one side, and the pastor and congregation on the 
other. It is with esctreme reluctance that the council are constrained 
to give an opinion which will militate with the result of the venerable 
council composed of elders and messengers of the churches of Tolland 
countv, recentlv convoked in this place ; but as it becomes necessary 
that toey shoula decide on questions submitted to their deliberation, pro- 
pric^requires that they give the reasons of their decision. 

^ The Goundl find no sati^actory evidence that a Consociation ever ex- 
isted in Tolkmd county, according to Saybrook platform. If a Consocia- 
tion did eitiat, they find no evidence, that the first church in Coventry or 
its pastor were ever constituent parts of it ; and as the Rev. Mr. Ai>bot 
ana the ecclesiastical society declined acting with this church in calling 
the late council, and protested against its junsdictloh, we can consider it 
only in the light c^an ex parte council ; and as the not having of a mutual 
council as the umpire of their controversy must in our opinion be impu- 
ted to the diurch, the result of said council cannot affect the ministerial 
standing of the Rev. Mr. Abbot, much less dissolve the pastoral relation 
between him and this people. 

^ Concerning the doctrinal points which are the only articles of charge 
alleged against Mr. Abbot we will not decide, in the persuaaon that the 
Great Head of the church never empowered any body of men to pro- 
nounce authoritatively respecting religious opinions. We believe that 
Mr. Abbot is sincere in the followmg solemn declaration, and that ought 
to be satisfiictory. 

** There is one God, the Father, of whom are all things ; and one 
Ixjfd }^us Christ, by whom are all things. Through him we have ac- 

9S by one Spirit unto the Father. 

^ Jesns is the Qirist, the Son of God, the brightness of the Fatiier'a 
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rionr and express image of hisperaon; andia him dwefleth aUtheful-* 
was of the Godhead bodily. Hewasdedared tobedieSonof Godwith 
power according to the spirit of holiness by the resurrection from the 
dead. Uim hath God esulted with his right hand to be a Prinoeand 
Saviour, to give repentance and forgiveness of sins. 

*' There it one God, and one Mediator between Godandmen» the man 
Christ Jesu& He hath suffered for sins, the just for the unjust* tliat lie 
m%ht bring os to God. In him we have redemption through his blood ; 
he was ddivered for our offences, and raised again for our justificatioak 
Br him we believe in God, that raised him from the dead and gave him 
gbnry, that our &ith and hope might be in God. 

*' After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour towards maa 
appeared, not by worka of righteousness i^hich we have done, but accor- 
dmg.to his mercy, he saved us by the washing of rej^eneration and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost ; that being justiiied by his grace we should 
be made heirs according to tiie hope of eternal life. To him that believ* 
eth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

" I adcnowledge and sincerely receive the sacred scriptures as divine 
truth, and firmly believe and preach them as an infallible ^ide fif fiuth 
and du^. And while I claim tor myself the right of searching and judg- 
ing tbeur true meaning, I disclaim the riglit of binding others by my in- 
tdrpretations, and of condemnbg them for difiering in opinion from roe.'* 

** We are persuaded diat his mquiries have been in the love of truth, 
and his sentiments communicated in the spirit of the Christian ; and we 
wfli not set at nought our brother for the exercise ai the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free, for we must all stand at his judgment seat. 
The pages of ecclesiastical history through a period of eighteen hundred 
years contain abundaiit evidence, that the attempt to unite Christians un» 
der human creeds and formularies has uniformly issued in a struggle for 
superiori^, in the alienation of Christian brethren, and in divisions in the 
church. Is it iMt then time, that the disciples of one common Master 
unite under his authority, axid make his gospd without addition or dimi- 
nution the basis of ministerial intercourse and Christian communion ? 
The sufficiency of the scriptures as a rule of foltii and practice is the 
great principle of the reformation from popery, and it is me only ground 
on which protestant Christians can securely stand. 

^* The council consider the relation between the pastor and this eccle- - 
idastical society as not having been anriulled ; and the parties having sub- 
mitted the es^ediency of its continuance to this council, wt do, there- 
fore, adjudge that the relation between them be dissolved for the reasons 
which follow : 

** We apprehend that the divisions which exist in the church and socie- 
ty are of such a natqre, as render it highly improbable, thai the end of 
the Christian ministry can in future be promoted by the offidal labors of 
Mr. Abbot As it respects the church and society, we entertain the hope 
that this act of Christian condescension of the majority to the ardent wish- 
es of the minority will be the means to restore their former harmon^^ and 
love, and that in the spirit of mutual forbearance and^charity they will be 
united in a miiuster by whom they all may be edified. This measure we 
deem necessary for the foture comfort and usefolness of the paetor, and 
in conformitv to the will of our divine Master, that his ministers who can- 
not be useful in one city flee to another. 

*' And therefore, beine authori2ed as aforesaid, we do hereby declare 
the relation between the Kev. Abiel Abbot and the first ecclesiastical so- 
ciety in Coventry dissolved. 

** This council unreservedly express their favorable o|nniah of the 
ministerialqualifications of the Rev. Mr. Abbot. His intellectual powers, 
his literary and theological attainments, the diligence of his research 
after truth, his prudence, candor, and charity, the excellence of hismor- 
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«] character, and hb af&bilit|^ and tenderness in the intercoarse with the 
|)e<yple of his charge, in our view fit him in a high ^gree for the offiee 
of a Christian pastor ; and with deep sorrow we find that dnmmstanoes 
escist, which render it expedient for bim to take a dismission from a so- 
ciety, the mat majority of whom manifest a warm attachment to his 
person and ministry. This council cordially reoxnmend the ReT< Mr* 
Abbot to alt Christian societies among whom he may in divine providence 
be called to minister. 

** This council did not cross the line of tfadr State with an inclination 
to oppose themselves tothdr Christian brethren in Connecticut ; but, as 
they trust* la the spirit of tliat gospel, which has made charity the dia* 
ttnguiahing mark of its disciples. They wiU themselves, wd in expres- 
sing this sentiment they are assured that they speak the language of their 
brethren in Massachusetts, rejoice to co-operate in all measures whidi 
are fitted to promote Christian union and tellowship, as well as in those 
which subserve the purposes of the civil and literary institutions of th« 
two sister States. 

** The council subjdn their earnest supplicateff to the God and Fadier 
of our Lord Jesus Christ that He would have m& Christian people and 
him who hath long labored with them in word and doctrine, in nishdv 
keeping, and grant them the blessings of the gospel of peac& May thia 
his servant be again honored and improved in the work of the ministry. 

** May we all. having passed through this state of imperfection and 
trial, meet in heaven, where we shall see as we are seen, and be per- 
fected in the whole will of God. 

" JOHN LATHROP, Moderator. 
« Attest NATHANIEL THAYER. Scribed' 

The General Assodation have now before them a fon view of the 
Council of Massachusetts. This branch of " the proceedings," conceiii- 
ing which the committee were directed to inquire and report, seems, on 
several accounts, to demand attention. 

1. The circumstance, that the council of June 5th was from another 
state, appears to ckim notice. Are the reasons ofiered by the council 
itself satisfactory^ Could the " earnest reauest" of two men, and sympa- 
thy with one of them, or a sense of duty, m this peculiar case, fomish a 
reason suffident to justify the members of this council in obtruding their 
opinions, relative to ecclesiastical proceedings in this state ? And espe- 
aally in resolving, that such proceedings were inefficacious and void ? 
Will it be believed, that the churches of Connecticut are less able, or 
less willing, than strangers, to distinguish between order and irregularity 
in things pertaining to their own institutions f 

But precedent has been urged — ^not, indeed, by this council, but by 
Mr. Abbot— injustification of the measure. The legislature of Connect- 
icut once interfered, and directed discordant parties in Hartford to look 
for assistance to a council from Massachusetts. 

Can that event have been mentioned with the real belief, that it was 
parallel^ in any important point, with the call and coming of this coun- 
cil ? It was not far from one hundred and fifty years s^;o. It was, there- 
fora, long before the period, in which the churches of Connecticut adop- 
ted their present csnstitutional bond of union. It was about half a centu-* 
ry before any system of agreement and discipline was recdved, securmg 
to the pastors'and diurdies mutual assistance in a way well known to all^ 
and rmered orderly by genend consent. 

But has the real reason of a measure so irregular and extraordinary 
been kept back ^ Was it, that the members of this council were known 
to symbdize in aentiment with Mr. Abbot in " denying the Lord that 
bought them?*' 

3. This council declared null and vdd the sdemn deci»on of a Con- 
sociatioQ. Was this because a Consociation is not the roost impartial 
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«ouncU that can be coOected» and better acquainted with the difficultiei 
and best interests of the churches within their own limits, than any com* 
pany of strangers can be ? And what opinion will candor form of the 
professions made by tiiis council of respect and aQection for the consocia*- 
ted pastors and diurches — and of a retuliness to co-operate in the promo* 
tion of religion and literature ^ 

3. This council passed the form of (Usmisdng Mr. Abbot from the 
society y but not from the church. Was this because the Hdy Ghost has 
established the pastoral connection— not between a minister of the gospel 
and his church — ^but between him and those that do not, before meD» 
profe^to believe, and covenant to obey the gospel } 

Further. If, as this council have decreed, the doings of the Consocia-* 
tion were null and void, is not Mr. Abbot now the pastor of the first 
diurch in Coventry ? He was ordained pastor of that church, 

4. The Letter Missive puiports to contain a mutual request of Mr« 
Abbot and the society. But how can he and the society have been two 
parties in the present case ? They are represented as perfectly agreed^ 
and strongl]^ attached to each other. How, then, can th^ have been 
parUes, having difierences, and difficulties, to lay before a council ? 

There is yet another circumstance here, which needs explanation* 
By the votes of the society, ic appears, that 9even men constituted their 
committee. These were empowered to act for the society according to 
their discretion. But, of these seven, only one name appears on the Let- 
ter. Did his signature express the wishes, or was it placed there by the 
order of the other six ^ 

The committee of the General Association h^ve found no vote author^ 
izine one of the seven to act for the whole. Were the other six aware. 




ciety be justly said to have had any vdce at all in collecting this council, 
so confidently claiming to be mutual ? Must the members of this council 
have come into Connecticut and formed their sympathetic result witl& 
a certain knowledge of these circumstances ? 

The committee have now laid before their Rev. fathers and brethren 
all the facts which, to them, seemed relevant to the subject of inquiry. 
Praying that the General Association may be guided by " the wisdom 
-which is from above,*' and that •• all who love our Lord" Jesus Christ in 
sincerity" may have grace to *• contend earnestly for the £aith once deliv- 
ered to the saints," they subscribe, in the faitli and fellowship of thegos- 
nel 

NATHAN PERKINS, 7 
ABEL FLINT, yCbmmitM. 

CALVIN CHAPIN, 3 
Hartford, May 13, 1812. 

The Rev. Messrs. Timothy Dwight, D» D. Ljman Beecher, and 
Rufus Anderson were appointed a Committee, to examine the 
preceding report, to draw up, for the coi}sideration of this Associ- 
ation, such votes as may be proper to be^passed by the Association 
on the authority of the statement contained in it, and to make 
report to this body. 

Vcted^ That an enquiry respecting the state of religion, in the 
limits of the General Association, and of the several ecclesiastical 
bodies in its connection, be attended to at 3 o^clock P. M. ; 
and that Messrs. Beecher, Ty^, Bonney, Campbell, and Dana be 
a Committee to take minutes respecting the state of religion, and 
prepare a summary account of the same. 
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The report of the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Afissidni 
was res^d, as follows : 

The Jlmerican Board of Commstionera Jbr Foreign Missions resfiect-. 
fuUy submt^ to the General Association of Connecticut^ thefbUowing 
report* 



The first meeting of the Commissioners was held at Fannineton. in 




report* 

The exeiiiative business of the Board is, bjr tonstitution, principally 
committed to the Prudential Committee. At the second meeting oftiie 
Commissianers. which was held at Worcester* in Massachusetts, £pt. 18» 
1811, the Prudential Committee made a report which was accepted by 
the Board, and which presents a view of the measures which had been 
taken, for promoting the great design of the Boardi and of the succ^sct 
those measures. To that report, a copv of which accompanies this 
paper, we beg leave to refer the (renerai Association, as containing an 
important part of the information which the Board have to oommunicatew 

At this last meeting the Board judged it inexpedient to resign Messrs* 
Judson, Nott, Newell, and Hall, the four missionary brethren, particular^ 
ly mentioned in the documents before referred to, to the direction of the 
L/ndnn Missionary Society; but to take measures to employ thos6 
brethren in a mission to be directed by this Board, as soon as Divine 
Providence, shall open the door for it. 

Agreeably to the opinion g^ven in the report of tiie Prudential Com- 
mittee^ the &oard directed their attention to the Birman enroire, as pre- 
senting, in their view, the most elig&le station for the establishment o^ 
an American mission in the East r^ot knowing, however, what diffi- 
culties might occur in the way of establishing or executins; a mission in 
that empire, it was voted^ that the four missionaries shouEl, as soon as 
convenient, be employed in Asia, either in the Birman empire, Surat, 
Prince of Wales Island, or elsewhere, as, in the judgment c& me Prud^n* 
tial Committe, Providence shall direct 

For the purposes of the mission, it was voted to allow to each missionary^ 
if married, one hundred and fifty pounds sterling, and, if unmarried, one 
hundred pounds sterling, as an annual salary— 4he same which is allowed 
to a missionary by the London Society ; and as an outfit, a sum notes* 
ceeding one year s salary* 

For a WQstem mission, the Board judged, from the information of 
whiththev were possessed, that the Cag^awaga tribe of Indiana ofier 
the most feivorabfe prospect And it was voted, ** That this Board will 

Say particular attention to the condition of the Caghnawaga tribe of In- 
ians ID Canada, and establish, as^soon as practicable, a mission among 
them ; aiid, to forward this design,'that one hundred dollars be apprapn- 
ated to aid the olucation of Eleazer Williams, a native of that tnbe, and 
his preparation to enter on that mission ; and that this hundred dollars 
be paid in the present year, and be committed to the management of the 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Lyman, and the Rev. lUchard S. Storrs.^' 

These measures were adopted in the confidence, under Providence, 
that the Christian public, in this country, would not be backward to 
supply the funds necessary for carrying them into effect 

At the same meeting, two other young gentlemen, members of the 
Divinity College, at Andover, viz. Messrs. James Richards and Edward 
Warner, ofered themselves as candidates for the missionary service^ and 
soUdtod tobe taken under the patronage and direction of the American 
Board. Upon the ground of a formal recommendation firom tbeProfea* 
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aofs of the Divinity College, the Board very cheerfuDv accepted the pta-^ 
posaljof the two young gentlemen, and tsook them under their patronage, 
on condition, Uiat they complete their course at the semmary agreeably 
to its constitution. 

,This communication from- the Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, is respectRilly submitted to the General Association of Connecti- 
cut, and to the G^eneral Association of Massachusetts Proper, with an 
earnest request, that the exertions of those venerable bodies may be 
continued, and that their prayers may ascend in union with those ot ttajs 
BoaM to the Great Head of the church, that he would add his blesang 
to the humble endeavors of his servants, and open an effectual door far 
the spiead <k his gospel, until all the nations of the earth shall embrace 
his truth, and be made the partakers of his great salvation. 

JOHN TREADWELL, Prendent. 
A true copy from the Minutes of the Board, 

Attest, CALVIN CHAPIN, Recording Secretary. 

The following persons were elected CommissionerB for Foreign 
Missions, for the year ensuing, vis:. The Hon. John Treadwell^ 
the Hon. Jedidiah Huntington, the Bev. Timothy Dwight, D. D. 
and ike Rev. Calvin Chapin. 

The Association went into an enquhry respecting Uie state of 
religion within their limits, &c. 

Thursday, June 18. ; 

The^Rer. Messrs. Beecher, Perry, and Parker were appointed 
a Committee, to devise means for the promotion of Foreign Mis- 
sions, and to make report to the next General Association. 

Votedy That of the money annually paid to the Treasurer of 
the General Association, by the several district AssociationSi 
so much as shall be necessary to defray the expense of printing 
the minutes be appropriated to that purpose ; and that the resi- 
due be divided among the several delegates from the Association^ 
in proportion to the distance from their several places of residence 
to the places of meeting of the ecclesiastical bodies to which 
they are delegated ; unless such sum shall exceed the allowance 
heretofore made to Delegates. 

The Rev. Messrs Alden, Button, and Perry were appointed a 
Committee to devise measures to defray the expenses of Dele- 
gates to the several ecclesiastical bodies in connection with this 
Association, and to report to the next the General Association. 
' A Letter from the Trustees of a proposed Seminary, chosen by 
a Convention formed by Orange and Coos Associations, in Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire, was read, as foUows : 

DEAR ffBETHREK, Batli, N. H. May 18, 1812» 

Permit us to call your attention to an interesting and importimt subject. 

A young man, from this vicinity, has for several years been a student 
at two theological seminaries in Europe. Being introduced to some gen- 
tlemen of benevolent feelings, who conceived that hb native country 
might be benefitted by similar institutions, they ofiEered to become donors 
to a considerable amount, on condition of obtaining the co-qperation of 
approved characters in New-England. After receiving many letters on 
this subject, the individuals to whom they were addressed, mvited the 
churches in the Orange and Coos Associations to meet in CQQve&ticQ hf 
their pastors and delegates to confor on the subject. 
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The Convention met at Piermont, N. H. on the first Tuesday of August 
past. It was there unanimously resolved that the establishing of an insti- 
tution fi)r the gratis education of young men, of promising abilities, for 
the gospel ministry, was a desirable and practical object It was resol- 
ved to commit the management of the proposed seminary to twelve trus- , 
tees, not more ihan eight of whom should be ordained ministers. Five 
of the trustees were then chosen, viz. Asa Burton, D. D. Stephen Ful- 
ler, David Sutherland, Charles Marsh and Joseph Foord. The other 
seven to be chosen by the Convention at some future meeting.. Commit- 
tees were apointed to draft a constitution, and a letter to the churches. 
The Convention adjourned to meet at Norwich in October following* 

At the adjourned meeting, it was deemed adviseable to postpone the 
aAoptioD of a constitution for one year, during which time several com- 
mittees were directed to digest and bring one to maturity. The Board of 
Trustees were Ukewise instructed to make a communication to the Gen- 
eral Associations of Connecticut apd Massachustts, ^viog them inform^ 
tion respectine the proposed seminary, inviting their co-operation^ ana 
requesting a oelegation from their Bodies at tne next meeting cf the 
Convention. 

Pursuant to these instructions, we have stated to yoo the general ob- 
ject ; and we hereby invite you, by one or more delegates, to meet with 
* the Convention, to assist at the adoption of a constitution, and to advise 
Teq)ecting any other measure wichyou may judee necessary to promote 
the general object in view. It meets on the third Wednesday of October 
next, at the house of Gen. Forbes, Windsor, Vermont 

It may be necessary, here to remark, tihat the proposed seminary can- 
not interfere with the concerns of any institution m Kew-England. Cot- 
leges educate those only who are able to support themselvese This is 
designed for those who are unable to defray the expenses of an education. 
The only seminary to which it can bear any resemblance, is the divinity 
Cdtege at Andover. Towards it the Trustees bear the most cordial good 
win, and ancerely bid it God speed. They are of opinion, however, 
tluit young men of genius and piety, might be quaUiied to become pl^n 
and usefiu preachers of the gospel, by a more brief process than the 
rules of that truly respectable mstitution require. In die new settle- 
ments on the frontier parts of our country, high literal^ acquirement are 
of very little use either to the preacher or his hearers ; and men of 
very supjerior refinement, would rarely be willing to endure the hard- 
fillips, privations, and inconveniencies, incident to such situations. 

when you reflect on the very numerous places in our northern and 
western r^ionsthat are entirely destitute of religious instruction, except 
that kind of it that causes to err ; how many vacancies remain unsup* 
plied ;•— how great the demand of our Missionary Societies, for mission- 
aiies, not only to be employed in our country, but among the heathen ;-* 
Tvhen you consider there are many pious young men, of promising abili- 
ties iiF many parts of die •country, who, whilst they are unable to raise 
themselves above the level of a common school education, would, if 'ed- 
ucated, make very useful men, we doubt not that ygu will do all you can 
to promote die object before us. 

By order of the Trustees, 

DAVID SUTHERLAND, ^cr^rary. 

Moderator of the General Aaaociation of Connecticut, 
To be communicated* 

The Rev. Jonathan Miller was appointed to preach the Ctrndo 
ad CUnm^ at the Commencement in JN'ew Haven, September 
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The Ber. Mems. Andrew Tales, Moses C. Welsh, and CaV 
Tin Chapin were appointed a Committee, to consider the foUow- 
ing Question, referred to this body, by New Haven West Asso- 
ciation, viz. ^ What is the standing of a dismissed Minister, and 
to whom is he amenable ?^' and to report to the next General As* 
0oeiation on the subject. 

The Her* Messrs. Elijah Parsons, Tunothy Dwight, and Jo- 
ceph Yaill were appointed a Committee, to consider the follow- 
ing Question referred to thb body, by Litchfield South Associa* 
lion, viz. *' Is it lawful for members of the Church to eat at 
common meals with an excommunicated person ?" and to report 
to the uext General Association on the subject 

Vot^ That when a member of any district Association, or & 
candidate for the gospel ministry, wishes to connect himself with 
any other ecclesiastical body, he shall first obtain a dismission 
from the Association to which he is amenable, in order to unite 
lumself with that body. 

The Key. Jehu Clark reported a summary statement of the 
number, -&c. of deaf and dumb persons, which report was accep- 
ted and ordered to be put on file. The number reported is 74.^ 

The Committee, appointed *' to examine the report respecting 
the proceedings of Tolland Consociation, &c., and to draw up, for 
the consideration of this Association such votes as may be proper to 
be. passed by the Association, &c." reported sundry resolutions 
which were adopted by the Association, as follows : 

Resohed^ 1* That the ConaociatioA of Tolland County was regularly 
fonrod, when they dismissed and deposed the late Rev. Abiel Abbot. 

Resolved^ 2. That the first Church in Coventry is a member of Tolland 
Consociation, and has been such from the formation of that body. 

Reaotved^ 3. That the late Rev. Abiel Abbot was, of ri^ht, considered 
and treated as belonging and amenable to Tolland Consociation. 

Reaohed, 4. That in the late proceedings at Coventry, the Elders and 
Churches of Tolland County have, in the opinion of the.G«)eral Associa- 
tion, borne a judicious, faitluul, and highly commendable testimony to the 
truth as it is m Jesus. 

Reaotved^ 5. That, according to the firm belief of this General Asso- 
d^on, a denial of the deity of Jesus Christ is heresy. 

Reaohed^ 6. That the exclusion from Christian communion, and from 
the ministerial office* for heresy, is neither an attempt to bind the con- 
sdence in matters of faith, nor a violation of Christian charity ; but an 
act, which that charity imperiously demands; and an article of discipline, 
which the principles of agreement among the coosociated Churches 
reouire them to perform. ' 

Reaoluedt 7. That the General Association view, with much surprise 
and regret, the coming and the acts of the Counoil at Coventrv, on the 
5th day of June, 1811^ 

Reaohed & That the mere want cf " BOtirfactory evidence^ that a 
Conaociation ever exUted in Tolland Countif* furnished no justifying 
reason to the Council of June 5th, for acting at all in the affiedrs of "Mr. 
Abbot and his congregation; both because the Council had no sufficient 
means in their power of determining this fact, and because the mere 
want of evidence cannot be a foundation for acting in any case, especial* 
ly in a case of such importance. 
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Re9ohed^ 9. That it is inconsistent with all principles of ecclesiastical 
order far Ministers and Churches, belonging to another body, and another 
State, to act, as an ecclesiastical Council, in the affairs of any consociated 
Church in this State, without a previous request, or, at least, consent, cf 
the Consociation with which such Church b connected, formally declared. 

Resoived^ 10. That a profession of faith, made in the words of scrip- 
ture, is no definite exhibition of the real faith of the professor : since all 
persons, who acknowledge the divine origin of the scriptures, would, 
although some of them are in their faith directly opposed to oUiers, make 
the same profession in the same words. 

Resotvcdy 21. That the decision of the Council, ** that the relation 
between Mr. Abbot and the ecclesi^cal Society, with which he was 
connected, was not annulled by the act of ToUand Consociatioa," was a 
decision which the Council was not autliorized to make : since tj^ey had 
neither power nor right to examine the proceedings of the Consociation ; 
nor to sit as judges over that ecclesiastical judicatory ; and sincei if they 
had had such right, these proceedings were not before them» nor was the 
Consociation either heard or represented. 

Reaotufdf 12. That the circumstances under which the Council of 
June 5th was convened, and the nature of its result, constrain the General 
Association to con^der its proceedings not only as unprecedented, but as 
disrespectful to the Churches of Connecticut, — as an mvasion of evangel- 
ical order,— 4is an effort to justify heresy,^-and as a public and aolenm 
dedaratioo, that there can be neither ministerial nor Cnristian feUowship 
between themselves and the consociated Churches and Pastors. 

The CommHtee, appointed *^ to prepare a summary account of 
the Btate of religion, &c.*' made a report which was accepted, as 
follows : 

71^ Committee^ to mhom it was referred to take minuter concerning 
the aiate of religion^ beg leave to submit tfie following refiorU 

Although the General Assodation find cause of humiliationi on ac- 
count of the stupidity and lukewarmness which prevail in vcasxf of the 
chordies ; and on account of the increasing prevalence of vice in some 
parts of the State ; yet we have reason to rejdce and be thankful, for 
the abundant evidence, that God has not forsaken us. Through his 
goodness the churches {generally enjoy a state of trancjuiUity, and appear to 
be growing in evangehcal knowledge, and walking m the faith and orde^ 
of uie go^^. No new errors have arisen the past year, and such as 
have heretofore existed, appear not to have increased. Additions to the 
diorches have been considerable, though not so great as in some former 
years. In most places, a decent and respectful attention has been paid, 
to the institutions of religion. And while we have to lament, the breach 
which has been made upon the churches, by the death of some of our fa- 
thers and brethren, and tne dismissal of others ; we rejoice, that most of the 
c o ngregations are supplied with pastors, and especially that some which 
have fer a lone time been destitute are now furnished with the stated 
ministrations ctf gospel ordinances. 

But we espeaally rejoice to learn that m several towns in the State, 
God b appearing in his glory to build up Zion, In Middletown, Berlm, 
Cornwall, Kent and Groton tWe have recently been copious efiRisions of 
the Holy Spirit The people dT God have enjoyed a seasonof refre^i- 
ii^ ^m his presence, and many, who, but a aiort time since, were in 
the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity, are now rejoicing in hope and 
xiving evidence, that they have passed from death unto life. In New- 
Milfiaid, Kew'Prestm, &nth Farms, South Canaan, South Britaui and 
r, revivals have also apparently commenced : and in many other 
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fAaces, particularly, throughout a considerable portion of Litchfield 
county, tbere are tokens for good. Cliristians appear to be waking from 
their slumbers. God's people take pleasure m the stones, and favor the 
dust dF2jion, which gives us strong reascai to hope that the time, yea, Uie set 
time to fovor her has come. Here and there one is hopefully brought into 
the kingdom of Christ, and others are anxiously en<]uinng what they must 
do to be saved. We desire to notice with peculiar thankfulness, these 
tokens <^ God's returning presence in the churches, alter a period of such 
general dedenson. " Lo ! this is our God, we have waited for him and 
he will save us— this is the I^ord, we have waited for him, we will be glad 
and rejcuceta) his salvation.*' 

It is with great satisfaction tliat the General Association learn, that 
iS^t subject of Fordgn Missions has exdted so much interest and received 
ao liberal a patronage in this State. The missionaiy zeal which was kin- 
dled in Great Britain, has crossed the Atlantic, and the good people of this 
State are *' awaking to the interests of Asia, and of five hundred milHnns 
of people buried in ignorance and sin." And it would be unpardonable to 
overlook the tokens of God's approbation of the missionary spirit, mani- 
ftsted in the revival of religion at home, in proportion to the exertions 
which have been made to spread the gospel abroad. We jovfiilly hail 
these exertions as harbineers of that glorious day, when Cnrist shall 
have the heathen for his inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession. 

By the delegation from the General Assembly (^ the Presbyterian church, 
we are happy to learn that althougli vice, immorality and error abound 
in many places within their limits, yet union, harmony and peace pre- 
vail throughout their churches; that there is an increased attention to 
the institutions of religion ; that infideliw, though not entirely banished, 
affects obscurity and concealment from the light of the gospel, and that 
in some places, especially within the Presbyteries of Geneva, Cayuga, 
Ondda, Columbia, Hudson, Jersey, New-Brunswick, Harmony and Mi* 
ami, the special influences of the Spirit have been witnessed in more or 
less copious efiixsions. 

From Massachusetts we receive the pleasing intelligence, that the in- 
terests of truth and evaneelical religion are, on me whobe, gaining ground ; 
that those who love the Lord Jesus and who hope for salvation tnrough 
the merits of his atonement, are becoming more uid more united ; that 
the q)irit of missions extensively prevails and is connected with very sal- 
utary effects ; and that God is pouring out his Spirit, and reviving his 
work in several places. We eaoecisuly rejoice to hear of a great and 
good work lately oegun in the College at Williamstown. More than half 
the students in that seminary, it is hoped, are now the subjects of true 
religion, llie other students, with few exceptions, appear to be serious- 
ly impressed. 

By the del^;atton from New-Hampshire, we learn tliat although in the 
Northern parts of that State and a considerable section of the Eas- 
tern, there are many towns which are not supplied with stated, regular 
preaching ; and although alarming errors are propagated with zeal, yet 
m some parts of the State, the interests of rebgion wear a very favora- 
ble aspect Many of the churches during the past year have been visited 
with efiiisions of divine grace and have been greatly enlai*ged. 

On the whole, while we would lament the sins which previul m tins 
State, and through our land, and while we would humble ourselves under 
the mkhty hand of God, in view of those recent marks of his displeas- 
ure in the pestilence, the fire and the earthquake i yet we would rejoice 
that in wrath he is remembering mercy. We rejoice that we live in a 
day when the Christian world is awaking, from the sleep of ages, and 
when there are increasing tokens of the coming and kmgdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ Let these congideratknsstimulate us to seal in our 
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31 aster^s service ; let us be stedfast, immoveable, always abounding hi 
the work of the Lord, knowmg that our labor shall not be in vain in the 
Lord* 

The Committee, appointed on the subject of the excessive and 
intemperate use of ardent spirits, reported the following recom- 
mendations and address, which were adopted by the Association : 

The General Association of Connecticut, taking into conaderation the 
irodoe consumption of ardent snirits in this State ; the enormous sacrifice 
of prq)erC3P annually made in tbis way ; the consequent alarming preva- 
lence of intemiierancc ; the deadly efkct of this sin upon health ana intel- 
lect, upon femilies and societies, upon our civU and religious institutions, 
and especially its influence to rendei* inefiectual the means of grace and tu 
bring upon the souls of men everlastmg destruction, have coMidered it at 
their doty to submit to the churches and congregations under their care 
the felkwing recommendations. 

1. It is recommended to all the ministers in connection with this Associa- 
tion, that by appropriate discourses on the subject, they endeavor to catt 
up the attention of their people, and impress their minds with a sense of 
the evils of intemperance, and the importance of uniting their efforts to 
to e&ct a reformation, or at least to prevent the accumulation of these 
evils. 

3. And that example may give efficacy to precept, it is recommended 
to tlie district associations in this State, to abstain m»n the use d ardent 
spirits at thdr various ecclesiastical meetings. 

3ii Tothe members of our churches it is recommended that on this sub- 
ject they avoid the very appearance of evil, and that they carciiilly ab- 
stain both from the unlawful vending of spirits, and from purcbasmg and 
drinking spirits where they are sold in contravention of the law ; that they 
exordse over one another a careful vigilance, and adnOinister faithfuUy, 
when necessary, brotherly admonition, and maintain in reference to titiis 
sobject an efficient discipline ; that it be understood also that civility does 
not require, and expediencv does not permit the production of ardent 
sjnrits as a part of horoitable entertainment in social vi^ts. 

4. To parents and all heads of families, it is earnestly recommended, 
that they di^irase with the ordinarv use of ardent spirits m their families; 
that ihey early and often admonisn those under their care of the evils of 
intemperance, of their danger of falling into the ways in which they are 
liable to beovercome, and that they restnun them as £Eir as may be from 
plaoes of temptation. 

5. To Farmers, Mechanics and Manu&cturers we recommend earnest 
and prudent exertion to diminish the quantity of ardent spirits consumed 
in tbor several employments, by the substitution of other palatable and 
nutritious drinks, and by giving an additional compensation, if necessary, 
to laborers who will disuse entirely with the use of ardent ^irits. 

6. To extend information andjimpress the puUic mind on this subject, it 
is farther recommended, that special efibrts oe made to drcukte pamph- 
lets and tracts calculated to efl^t tlus purpose, particularly a sermon by 

. the Rev. R Porter, and a phamphlet on the same sutgect t^ DriRush, oi 
Philadelphia. 

7. It is recommended that volimtary Associations be formed in the 
different towns and societies of the State, to aid the civil magistrates in the 
execution of the law, and to exert their influence according to their best 
discretion for the removal of this growihg eviL 

And that these practical measures, mov not be rendered ine&ctual, 
the Association do most earnestly entreat of their brethren in the ministry, 
of the members of our churches, and of the persons who kiment and de- 
sire to check the progress of this evO, that they neither express nor «*- 



dolge, the melancholy apprehension that nothing can be done on tlus 8u(^ 
ject; a prediction eminently calculated to paralize exertion and be- 
come the disastrous cause <i its own fulfilment For what if the refor- 
mation of drunkards be hopeless, may we not stand between the living 
and the dead, and pray and labor with efiect to stay the spreading; 
plague ? and what if some will perish after all that can be done, fAu& 
we make no efforts to save any from destruction, becaose we may not be 
able to turn away eveiy one from the path of ruin ? 

But how are we assured that nothing can be done ? lis it impossibie lor' 
God to reform and save us ^ Has he made known his purpose to give us 
over to destruction P Has he been accustomed to withhold his blesang from 
humble efforts made to rescue men from the dominion of sin ? Have not 




things ? The kingdom of heaven was itself in the beginmng as a grain _. 
mustard seed, and the apostles, had they consulted appearances only, 
had never made an effort to enlighten the world. 

Immense evils, we are persuaded, afflict contmunities, tiot becauscr 
they are incurable, but because they are tolerated ; and great good re-* 
mains often unaccomplished, merely because it is not attempted. 

If the evil, however, were triviaJ,or the means of its prevention ardu-t 
OU8 and uncertain, d^xxideocy would be less criminal But it is a was- 
tii%coo8uii^>tioa fastening uixm the vitals of society ; a benumbing pal- 
sy extending to the extremities of the body ; a deep and rapid torrent, 
bearing the wreck of nations in its course, and undermining rapidly Uie 
foundations of our own. It is a case, therefore, of life and death ; and 
what we do must be done quIcUy ; for while we deliberate^ our strength 
decays, and our foundations totter. 

Let the attention of the public then be called up to tlus subject Let 
ministers, and churchesj and parents, and magistrates, and phystdans* 
and all the friends of civil and religious order unite their counsels and 
their effi>rts, and make a faithful experiment ; and the word and the 
providence of God afibrd the most consoling prospect of success. 

Our case is indeed an evil one» but it is not hopeless. Unbelief and 
slodi may ruin us, but the God of heaven* if we oistrust not his mercy 
and tempt him riot by neglecting our duty, wiU help us, we doubt not to 
retrieve our conditun, and to transmit to our children the precious in- 
heritance received from our fathers. 

The ^irit of misnons which is pervading the State, and the efiusioDS of 
the Hdy Spirit in revivals of rehgion, are blessed indications that God 
has not forgotten to be gracious. 

With th«9e encouragements to exertion, shall we stand idle ? Shall we 
bear the enormous tax of our vices ; more than sufficient to support the 
GospeU tiie civil government of the State, and every school and literary 
institutkn ^ Shall we witness around us the fidl of individuals ; the mis- 
ery of families ; the war upon health and intellect, upon our religious 
nistitntiaDS and civil order, and upon the souls of men, without an erort to 
prevent the evil ? Who is hin&elf secure of life in the midst of such 
contagion ^ And what evidence have we that the plague will not break 
into our own feunilies, and that our children may not i>e among the vic- 
tims, who shall sufier the miseries of life smd the pains of etenial death 
throu^ our sloth and unbelief? 

Had a fordgn army invaded our land, to plunder our property and 
take away our Uber^, Aould we tamely* bow to d>e yoke and give up 
without a strug^e ? If a band of assassms were scattering pdson and 
filling the land with widows and orphans, would they be suffered, without 
molestation, to extend from year to year the work (tf death f If our streets 
swarmed with venemous reptiles and beasts of prey, would our children 
be bitten and torn in peices before our eyes, and no efforts be made to 



ezpd these deadly introders? But mtempcrance is^tlut inTadkgen" 
emy preparing chains for us ; intemperance Is that band of assas^nsscat* 
fenne poison and death ; intemperance is that assemblage of reptila 
and beasts of prey, destroying in our streets the lambs of die fiock. 

To conclude, if we make a uniled eaoertioD and fail of the good inten- 
ded, nothing will be lost by the exertion, we can but dk, and it will be 
glorious to perish in such an effort. But if, as we confidently expect, it 
fhallplaMe the God of our fathers to give us the victory, we may secure 
tomtffions the blessings of thelife that now iiSt and the '*-^«*'Vpf^ m^<^^ 
fif the life to come. 

The Rev. Mesirs, Lyman Beecher, Aafon OattoD^ and Na« 
than Perkins, D. D. were appointed a Committee. of eoneipoii- 
dence on the subject of preventing the intemperate uae of ardent 
spirits. 

Voted, That 1000 copies of the report of practical measures, to 
restrain the intemperate use of ardent spirits, be printed in hand-- 
bills. 

VoUd, That, in the opinion of this Association, the licensing 
of candidates for the ministry, by Committees of Associations, is 
inexpedient, on various accounts ; and that it be recommended 
to the several Associations of this state, that they do pot kereaf« 
ter delegate this power to Committees. 

The letter from the Convention formed by the Assodations of 
Coos and Orange, requesting the appointment of a Delegate to 
the Convention, to confer on the subject of the contemplated 
Theological Seminary, was taken into consideration ; Whereupon^ 
the Rev. Timothy Bwight, D. D. was chosen Delegate to that 
Convention, to meet the third Wednesday of October next, at 
the house of Gen. Forbes in Windsor, Vermont ; and the Bev« 
liyman Beecher was chosen his substitute. 

The Committee, appointed by the last General Association, '^ to 
enquire into the expediency of settling ministers for a limited 
time,'' made a report which was accepted as follows : 

TAe Committee of the General AuodatUm^ to whom wiu referred, for 
cofuideratior^ the exftediency of settling ndnisterafor a Hndted ttme^ 
ifejg leave to refiort the flowing ofdnionaf as the result of their enguir 
nea concerning this euhject. 

1. That the practice of settling ministers for a limited time commen- 
ced, in this State, when it was customary for parishes to g^ve their minis- 
ters a sum of money, under the name of a settlement ; and that tho 
design of this scheme was to prevent such, as might be cBsmissed, from 
fioafly appropriating, to themselves, a greater portion of such settlements^ 
than the parishes mi^ht think equitable, and to remove obstacles to the 
cfismiauon of those ministers who might be disagreeaUe to their parisb- 



3. That mmisters, according to this scheme, have been usuaUv set- 
tled upon these, oramilar conditions; that whenever, at a period mu- 
tual i^reed on, notice diould be ^ven, either by the minister, or his 
pandioDers, the party givmg the notice should be at liberty to reosdo 
nrom the contract 
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1 That ^18 scheme of settUog a mmister places the dissolutloii of th« 
^contract between him and his parishioners chiefly in the power of the 
f:ontracting parties, and, to a great extent, removes it from under the 
control of an ecclesiastical council* 

4. That in consequence of this fact, the bands of ecclesiastical disci- 
pline will, (we think) be gradually loosened, and the solemn business of 
placing a minister over a congregation, and of committing them to his 
charge, be finally left in the hands of the contracting parties, in <firect 
^ontTJidiction, as we apprehend, to the order of Christ's house. 

5. That to young ministers a temptation will, in this manner, be often 
presented to seek tor more advantageous livings, than tl^oae, into which 
sthey have been inducted, and fisir places, in which th^ir ambition will be 
more gratfied. 

6. That this scheme will naturally prevent the affection and umoa, 
^ which ought mutoail]^ to exist between a minister and his people, by in^ 

ducing them to consider him, and him to consider himself, rather as a 
aojoumer among them, than as a setded minister. 

7. lliat the instability thus introduced into the church, in so prominent 
a feature of its constitution, may, not unnaturally, be extended to eveiy 
thing of an ecclesiastical nature, and may produce all the unhappy ef- 
fects, which spring from a fluctuating state of things, in every form of 
human society. 

8. That where ministers are advanced in life, they are by this scheme 
made liable, after a long course of the most faithful and useful labors, to 
be turned out into the world, without any means of future support, es- 
pecially, as ministerial salaries, in this State, rarely amount to any thing 
more, than a l^are living. A case, wluch contradicts every principle S 
religion, justice, and humanity. 

9. That sipilar injustice will, at times, be practised with respect to 
younger ministers, in small circumstances, since, when compelled to rer 
move, they will be unable to meet the expense, without extreme diffi- 
culty, 

10. That a door is opened, in this manner, to contention, when other- 
wise it would not have been thought of. 

A mind naturally discontented; a personal pique, either against the 
ininister, or any of his friends ; the desire of being at the head of a parr 
ty ; or other similar causes will, in this case, awaken not unfrcquently, 
serious controversies, where, on the other plan of settling ministers gen- 
erally customary in this State, permanent peace might fairly be expected. 

11. On ministers settled according to this scheme, the confidence of 
their parishioners will nol easily rest, as it cannot but be known that they 
may remove upon a shwt warning : jealousy will ever be awake concern- 
ing this subjecti and where such jealousy exists the blessings usually de- 
rived from what is appropriately termed the influence of a good minister, 
(blessings which your Committee think of prime value,} will never be 
realized by the parislioner^ 

12. That the end, which was in the view of those, among whom this 
scheme commenced, has almost, or entirely ceased, since a settlement 
IS very rarely given ; and this being ordinarily the only plea for the prac? 
tice, the practice ought to cease with it 

13. To prevent this report from extending beyond a reasonable length, 
your Committee beg leave to observe generally, that churches and con- 
gregations will usually suffer more evils frem this scheme of settling min* 
isters, than ministers themselves ; they will be r.iore liable to contentions, 
^au on the ancient pian ; will be oftenet, and for longer periods, de- 
prived of ilie ordinances of the gospel ; will incur greater expense ; wiU. 
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he more eaulgr Wown aboat by evety wind of doctnfe . will hi. nu^r^ 
exposed taiectanan incuTUons and comiptions ; will be 4nidi»iiu ^S^ 

ated fitim the hwse of God and the observation of tht&StiT 
be in the utinoBt dangerof being finaUy turned away fhin^ 

With tbeseconriderations in view» your Committee Ur leave to auhloin. 
tfaatflathoogh «ctraoidinw cases mav posubiy occur, £ which an edc£ 

aiaste^acouncd man^^ «55J^.>taetf warnintcd to ccrwent to the settlel 
incQtof ammirterforalimitedtmie, they must be vc^y rare • andin^ 

'^.'il^J'^I'i^'^'^^J^J^ "^P^S* ^^i^Wodeof' settlement 
ou£Jht to be steadily discouraged by eveiy friend of ro^gion. •*'—*« 

TIMOTHY DWIGHT/ ? ^ 
AARON DUTTON, 5 CommUtee. 

The foUowing persons were appointed tb certify the regular 

ftandhig of preachers travelling ^om this into oth^^ parts of the 

United States, m. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkin-, D. D. William 

BobiosoD, Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. John Ellki, Joseph Strong, 

D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David EI7, D. D. Moses C» Welch, 

D. D. Samel J. Mills, Azel Backus, D. D. Frederic W. Hotck- 

kiai^ and Nathan Wiliami, D. D. 

• 
The following persons were chosen receivers! f money in their 

^veral Associations, for the treasury of the Geiieral Association, 

m. Rev. Messrs. Heniy A. Rowland, William Robinson, Samuel 

Merwin, Timothy P. Gillet,- Samuel Nott, Roswel R. Swan, 

Elijah Waterman, Zebulon Ely, Charles Prentiss, Azel Backus, 

Dayid D. field, and Ephraim T. Woodrufi: 

List of unsetUed'ministers in the State, and of licentiates from 
the several Associations, viz. Of unsettled tmmsters^ Rev. Messrs. 
David Avery, Mansfield ; Simon Backus, Bridgeport ; Jonathan 
Bartlett, Reading ; Oershom Bnlkley, Middletown; Samuel 
Camp, Ridgefield ; Aaron Cleveland, Hartford ; James Dana, 
D. D. New H%ven ; John Hyde, Franklin ; Calvin Ingals Staf- 
ford ; Crordon Johnson, Killingly ; Walter King^ Norwich ; 
William Lockwood, Olastenbury ; WUliam F. MUler, Windsor ; 
Samuel Munson, Huntington; John Noyes, Weston; Samuel 
Steblnns, Simsbury ; Samuel Sturges, Danbury ; Zephaniah Swift, 
Roxbory ; John Taylor, Enfield ; Daniel Waldo, Suifield ; Si- 
mon Waterman, PlymouUi ; Elijah G. Welles, Sterling ; Worthing- 
ton Wright, Woodbury. Of licensed candidates^ Messrs. Daniel 
Banks, Weston ; William Belden, Weston ; Jonathan Bird, Ber- 
lin ; Asa Blair, Blanford ; John Clark, Washington ; Chester 
CoHoD, Hartford ; John G. Dorranco, Brooklyn ; Matthew B. 
Dttlton, New Haven ; Asahel Gaylord, Norfolk ; Nathan Gros- 
venor, Sturbridge ; Nathamel Hewit,, New London; Daniel 
Huntinrton, NewLondim; Bela Kello^, New Haven; Francis 
King, Vernon; Amasa Loomis, East Windsor; John Marsh, 
Wethenfield ; Alfred Mitchel, Wethersfield ; Asahel Nettleton, 
Killlngworth ; Henry Sherman, New Haven ; Joseph Treat, 
New Milford; Hezekiah G. Ufibrd, Stratford. 
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M a Mutmg ef tkt Generat AitioeiaHen of Comuetieid^ dt WtUr- 
tanmtketUrdTiu&deijfrfJtmt,^. p. Idi^: Present 



Kalliaiilel Oa jloid, 
ThoinaB Robbiiia, 

lYewtM SUooer, 

Beasaleei Pinneoy 
Caleb 



From 

I Haitibrd Noitli AiaociatioQ 
Hartford Soatk 



Saul Clark, 
Timoth J P. Offlet, 

AMshaiAMen, 
Jolm Hyde, 

Syhramis Haight, 
Aimsi Lewki 

DaTid Elj, D. D. 
Elijali Waterman, 

Philo Jodioii, 

Peter Starr, 
David L. Perry, 

Lyman Beeclier, 
Uriel CMdley, 

Aaran Hovey, 
Sylreater Selden, 

Boyal Tyler, 
Epkraim T. Woodruff; 



New HaVen West 
New Haven East 
New London 
Fairfield Wert 
Fairfield Eart 

« 

Windluim Original 
LHchfteld North 

litehfield South 

Middlesex 

Tolland 



JoBhaa LeonaHy ) From the General AmemVtf ot^bM 
Oeoige S. Woodhull, } Fhsflbyterian Church in the Unl- 
Ezra Fnk, ) ted SUtei. 

Holland Weeta, j ^ v"^ont^ Cpnvention of 

Joieph £menon» ) From the General AsBodatipn of 
Samuel JShepald, ) .i^SawichuietUi Proper- 

John Keller I From the General AaBociation of 

jveue^, J j^^^ IJampah^rc. 

The Bev. Elijah Waterman was choten Scribe ; the Rey. 
David Ely, D. D. Moderator | and the Bev. £fezs|leel Piflineo, 
amstant Scribe. 

After the certificates of del^f^tion were read, the A»ooi^|]on 
WW opened wi(h prayer by the Moderator. 

The Rev. Meflm. Robbina, Woodhull, Weeks, Keller, Hovey 
and Clark were appoinied a Committee of overtures, who report? 
ed the order of busjness, which report was accepted. 

Communications were received from the Delegates of thb Bodj 
to the several ecclesiastical Bodies ip connection with this Asso* 
dation ; i^ also from their delegates to this Body. 

The Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticat made 
« report of their proceedings th^ ||»t year^ whioh was ac€^ted» 
and is as follows: 

To lb MisriomBrg Soeiefy^f C&nnteUcul, to UwimmeiiA Wider- 
teien, Uu OwrdTunia^ o/Junc^ A. D. 181 a. 

The TVueteet tfthe Society beg leaoe toeubmU thefbllowmg Report :^ 

Bkv. Fathers avd Brethrik, 

Qya Narrative of M]8nQ0% for the year 18t3| copies of which are 
herewith sent to die members of your venerable body, will fbmish par- 
ticularBof the doings of your Trustees ; and of the state of the missiooB 
conducted lender your patronage, l^^ood what tlie fimits of ^is Report 
can admit It is no more ihin a general view of these things that can 
here be given. 

iMissioiiaxies have bepi employed in the service pf the Socle^, with 
(arcuro^)ection and care ; their number, as well as their time of service, 
have been extended as frr as a prudent management of the funds wonld 
warrant And' with rrathude to God our Preserver^ we acknowledge his 
hindness and care, wnich have been exercised towards our Missionaries. 
About five-and-twenw have been sent out, in the course df the year, into 
the various new settfements in our coun^ ; and thoi^ a mortal sick- 
ness has prevailed in the re^iions they have visited, and has removed great 
numbers to the house appomted for all living, our Missionaries have oeen 

ffreserved from the desolation, with' the exception of one only. The Rev. 
ames Boyd, an experienced and faithful servant of Chnst, has been 
taken away from hb labor on earth to the world of spirits. While we 
feel admoouhed, by the death of our bretfiren, of our own molality, an^ 
of our approaching appearance before the judge of all| we devoutly aip- 



l a ow l e de e the ^ttring mercy of the Lord ; and would double oar dili-> 
e, that when he cometh we may be found actively engaged in 




The i^acea to which the gospel has been sent by this Society* are the 
newly settled parts of Vennont* the northern and western parts of the 
State of New Vork, the northern part of Pennsvlvania, and the Sute of 
Ohio ; eyecially that jxirt of it which is c^att^ New Connecticut. It is 
weQ known, tlisit numerous r^pons of our country are su&ring through 
want of gn^ instruction ; many appUcatioos are made ibr assistance 
irom tfab aooety ; but they cannot au be relieved, for the waiit of fimds : 
Some are left to ask your aid in vain. 

We notice, with peculiar satis&cdoo, the continued exertions of. the 
people of the State, m theircharitable contributions for the poor who need 
the gospel. Tbe amount of contrilKitions, in the diiierent ecclesiastical 
societies, the last year, which was the first of their efforts, under the presT 
cnt license of our Legislature, exceeds that of any preceding year. Pri- 
vate donations, to promote the charitable designs of the Institution are 
also cootinaally made* T he whole amount of expenditures, for misp 
sionary purposes, in the oourae of the last year is ft '4085, 12. It exceeds 
inrhat was contributed for the cause of missions by the sum of ^ BQQ, For 
^his amount, about 376 weeks of misaooary service has been performed* 
juid 1940 religious books and mimphlets, of various descriptions have been 
circulated in the name of the Misslonafy Society of Connecticut 

The Missionaries have foithftiUy attended to then- appdbitmentB.--^ 
Their opportqnities to address the people, on their spiritual concemst 
Eave been improved oo other days, as well as on the I^^'s day. In th^ 
spirit of their Master, ibev have labored for the salvation of men. 

llie Sodety, and the pious people m the State, who have contributed 
towards the support df these missions, have most abundant cause for joy, 
and the best encouragement to conthioe and to extend their labors of love» 
God has signally expressed his approbadon of the work, by crowningit 
with great success. The order or the gospel has been introduced into 
many places once desolate, through the abounding of ignorance and ini- 
quity. i^Hages and cides are built up m the observance of religion, which, 
^thoutthe aid of missions, m spiritual things, would have resembled the 
uncohivated wiMemess- £rron of the most fascinating and pernicious 
lund have been corrected. And not only have the people been pr^rared 
to attend the goml for the sake of their social welmre, but, through the 
influence of the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven upon them, many 
hungered and thumed for the tiread and water of life, and have been sa- 
tisfied. In various places, God has appeared in the midst of the people^ 
and has gathered shiners unto himsen m great numbers. 

To your Trustees it appears a rektive duty of the first importance, to 
buikl up our new settlements m the order of the gospel The welfare of 
our hmd, the prosperity of religion among us; as well as the salvation of 
indldtndes, are inseparably connected with the discharge of this duty. 
The experience of centuries has abundanUy taught us, that every attempt 
to carry the goqiel to the heathen in our land, to establish it permanently 
ama^ them, is vain, while vice and impiety prevai) on our frontiers. For 
the headien natives of our land we feel a smcere compassion ; and are 
Teady to improve the earliest opportunity, which a£R)rds anv prospect of 
success, to sod to them the gospel. But for their sake^ as well as for other 
reasons, which respect the interest of religion more extensively, it seems 
to be a prinary duty, to relieve the destitute peopleon our frontiers. And 
it must aArd the Society peculiar satisfsction to behold God*s disdn- 
eoishmg approbation of these their efibrts in his cause. Surely we have 
Siecreatest occasion to say, *< Hitherto the Lord hath heliied us." 

There is sdtt much for us to do, while the greatest encouragements are 
oOered to persevere in well dcnng. He that hath the hearts S all men at 
l^di^oflBl, will never foil in the execution of his couoaeto. We trust die 



fvoiptritf and'cnlftrgaiMDfc of tiitt American dHO^ 
graaous purpose. 

May the preaebce of God our Savkur be with you, and mayluaSpillk 
aid you in your detiberationa, and guide yaiin your caanaaU 

In the name •ftke TYueteee^ 

ABEL FLINT, SetnUay. 
HARTroRD^ May 13» 1813. 



The followfaig penoDs were cboaan Tni^et of the MinioBaip 
Sodety of Connecticut^ for one jear from the fint Wednaiday of 
Autiiit next, vis. The Hon. John Treadwell, the Hon. Aabet 
MiUer, the Hon. Aaron Austin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, Enocl| 
JPerkina, £aq. Dayid Hale» flsq. the ReT. Meam. liathan Perr 
kina, D. O. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, Moaea C Welch, D. Ik 
Andirew Tatea, and Samuel Goodrich. 

Andrew Kingabury, Eaq. waa choaeh Treasurer, and the Rer. 
Abel Flint, Auditor of the Miasionary Society of Connecticut, far 
one year from the firat Wednesday of August next 

The Aasociational Sermon was preached by the Bev. Kathaniei 
Oaylord, from 9 Corinthians x. 4. 

The Account of the Treasurer of the General Association was 
iiccepted and approved. 

VaUd, That to-morrow, at half past II o'clook,the Associatioii 
will attend to an enquiry respecting the state of religion within lit 
limits, and the limits of the several ecclesiastical Bodlea in its coi^ 
nection ; and that Messrs. Gaylord, Beecher, Ferry, Woodhttlt» 
and Weehs be a Committee to take minutea reapecting the state of 
religion, and prepare a summary account of the samci to be reporl* 
ed to this Body. 

The Committee, appointed '* to devise means for the promotioni 
of Foreign Missions,*' desiring to be dischaiged from any ftorther 
attention to the subject, were accordingly dischaiged. 

VcUd^ To attend a prayer meetng lo-moRow monifaig at 6 
o'clock, in the meeting house. 

WxDNisDAT} June* 1 6. 

A letter was communicated to the Association from the Rey, 
Timothy Dwight, D. D. reporting that he attended to the business 
of his appointment as a Delegate from this lx>dy to the Conven- 
tion of Coos and Orange Associations, at Windsor in Vermont. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasiirer, and the Rev. An* 
drew Tates, Auditor of the General Association for the year en- 
suing. 

The Rev. Messrs. Andrew Tates, Lyman Beechaf and Abel 
Flint were chosen Delegates to the General Assembly of the Prea* 
byterian Church, to convene in Philadelphia, the third Thursday 
of May, 18U ; and the Rev. Messrs. Heman Humphrey, Royal 
Tyler, and Samuel Merwin were appouitedthw substitutes. 



Yhe Her. JdDtfhui MiBer vas dKMeo Delegate (o the Oeoeral 
ConTentloii dT Vemonty.la meet at Pawlet, the second Tuesday 
of September iiexi ; and tke Ker. Ephraim T. Woodruff waa ap** 
ppiDted Jiia flttbatitute. 

Tk(& Ret. Menn. Rojral Tyler and DaYid L. Perrj were 
doten Delegates to the General Assodation of Massachnsetti 
Iiroper, to edirene the fourth Tuesday of June 1814; and the 
Jlev. Messrs. Asurcm Hotey and Saul Clark were appointed their 
inhs^tntes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland attd IHodate Broelway 
trere ebosen Delegates, to the General Assoebtion of New Hamp* 
Ahrt^ to oorene the thfad Tuesday of September next ^ and the 
Bev. Messrs. Thomas Robbins and Ludotieus Weld were appoint- 
ed their substitutes. 

The Committee to whom were referred the Questions, ** What is 
Hie standing of a dismissed Minister ? and to whom is he amena- 
Ue ?" made a report, whieh was adopted as foHows : 

the Cmmhiee to t^fhm were rejerred fAe Qtte9thnet ^ What U the 
' ttantSng <ifa dUmined Mtnkter f and to whom it he amenable 7* 
* teg leave to eubmit the Jtilowing rtfiort i 

1. TsSTfoceiveit asaiimilted,thatlln Mhuster* in qoesdniy has been 
jiffff?iT— ^ without oeosure. 

%, By ordinatk)D« the official commisaon of, an Evangelist is conferred| 
fmplyh^ authority to teach» to administer ordinances, and to rule the 
OknRha 

S The paausral eonneclion, in ererv thing rdative to the dismisrien 
BOW the sobfect of enquirv* istherelaaanbetweenaMinislerQotheane 
part, and a paiticuhir Church and Society on the other ; a rdatioo re« 
%ioQs^' ratified by an er4:lr«asrical council, and recogniaed by the civil 
Ibstitute. 

4. Dlsmisnon is an act, i>y competent audiarity, &8olvnig ^fiaatorai 



5. The ministerial office, and, consequently, the nUnisterial standing, 
cannot be aiected b^ dismission. The ^ronimi^ of a dismissed Miidstev 
must, of course, be the same after dismission as before. 

6. Prexrioue to dismiaaon, he was amenable, in the first bstance, to the 
AsRsdatioOi of wliich he was a member ; tfnd, finally, if necessary, to 
the Consociation, according to the provisions of the ConstkntiQn— espe* 
eiidiymAiticleXIIL • «- ^ 

r. The ministerial oflfee not beine affscted by the dissofation of the 
fiaetoral connection, a dismissed ^Minister can be no less amenable te 
Assnriarionj eudeeguent^ than previous, to his dismisaon. The obligatioQ 
ei AssodadontoKim, and his obligation to them, must be msdntained as 
xemaining unchanged. 

Upon the aboTO report, Vakdt to veeommend the following 
lepil itinns i 

1. Thai cFery candidate for ordination declare his acceptance, 
m r^jecCbn, ef the ** Heads ef agreement) and articles for the ad- 
<* ahrfstratioD of ehurch discipiipe, consented to by the deiegatioii 
«nt Sag^Md^ September 9, 1708^'* and that his dephration ^ 
inresenred oatfce amnles of the eooieil. 
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s. That wlieiieTer the pastonil Miiiieeti(Mi of a Minister dialt 
oe dinolved, othenriae than bjr death, he ahall continue to be 
conridered and treated aa^ in all respects^ belopgiqg to the ABsod- 
ation. 

S. That if he remoye b^ond the limits of the Association, h^ 
shall obtain a dismisBion from his special connection with them : 
the dismisnon to take effect as soon as he shailjpe recdved bj 
another Association, or br a Presb3fter7. . . .' 

4. That no dismissed Minister shall be accoudlad dt liberty, of 
himself, to lay aside the ministerial office, or to aissoive his coo- 
ne<;ton with Association. 

The Association proceeded to the enquiry re^ectuig the state 
ot religioii within its limits, dzc , 

Upon the report of the Committee, appointed ^* to devise meas- 
ures to defray the expenses of Delegates to ^h^ several ecdeuasti- 
cal Bodies in connection with this AssodaUoa," tfie ibllowiog 
iPreamble and Votes were passed : 

Whereas thete is existing a connection, iiy Delegation, lietweeB 
the General Association of Connecticut, Uie Qeneral Aaseaibly of 
the Presbyterian Church, the General Associations of Massachu- 
setts and New Hampshire, and the General Convention of Ver- 
mont r 

• And whereas this Intereoorte has beeh found to be greatly con- 
ducive to the interests of religion, by diflluslQg an extensive know- 
ledge of the state of the churches, eradicatLig groundless preju- 
dices, and inspiring Christian love and fellowship, while it com- 
bines an extensive influence to promote the truth, resist ptevailing 
^ errors ,and execute extensive plans for. the reformation of morals z 

And whereas Uie expense of supporting these several Delega- 
tions has hitherto tieen borne fay Individual minlstera, and has at 
length become too great to be thus sustained hereafter: Therefore^ 

Vnied^ 1. That the Churches, in connection with this Assoda* 
tioii, be requested to contribute such aid annually. In the course 
of the month of September, as they may think proper, to defray 
the expenses of publishing the minutes of this body, and to support 
the Delegates to the several ecclesiastical Bodies with which this 
Association is connected. 

VUedy 9. That a printed letter, containing this request and the 
doiogs of this Body on the sulject, be addressed to each Church 
in our connection, through the medium of the Pastor or one of the 
Deacons if vacant ; and that the money thus raised be paid into 
the hands of the receiver of each Association* 

VaUdj 3. That the Receivers of money in the district Associa- 
tions transmit to the Treasurer of the General Assodation, a reg« 
ular account of the money received and of the .Churches from 
which it is received. 

Voted, 4. That a partlcular.statement of receipts and approprt- 
ations, as e3nirtined by the Auditor, be annually published in the 
sninutes of the General Association ; and that a cc^y be frnr- 
warded to each Church in connection with thb Body.« 



Tbubbday, June 17. 

¥^iedy Thai the Treasurer of the General Association be re** 
^aeited to annex to the printed minutes of this Body, a Schedule^ 
aa a fonn according to which the several Assodations shall make 
v«taros of the state of their Churches on the following subjects, vtir. 
^he number and names of the Churches ; — the name of the pastor, 
and the number of communicants in each Church ; — the Churches 
destittite of paatdrs;«-^minister8 settled, deceased, or dismissed with- 
Id the year ; — the unsettled ministers and candidates in their con- 
nection ; — the number of additions, excommunications, removals, 
and deaths in each Church ; — the addition of members, noting tbe 
manner of admisdon, by profession, or recommendation, or resto- 
ration ;—^the numbef of baptisms in each Church ( — and also ob- 
iterations on the sl^te of religion, as to revivals, or the existence, 
lise and progress of errors, — ^and in general, what is the aspect of 
veligion and morals within the limits of each Association. 

VaUdf That the returns to be made, piiTBuant to the preceding 
wote, be fcr the year ending the first of May next preceding the 
aearion of the dkneral Association to Irhich they are made. 

V^Ud, that the Rev. Messrs. Abel Flint, Calvin Chapin, Beza- 
leel Pinneo, Saul Clark, Samuel 19'ott, Isaac Lewis, D. D. Elijah 
Waterman, Moses C. Welch, D. D. Jonathan Miller, Maltby Gel- 
9ton, David D. Field, and Hubbcl Loomis, be a Committee to 
compose or collect some suitable forms of prayev» for the use of 
families and others, together with an address to heads of families^ 
upon the subject of family prayer, to be submitted to the consider- 
ation of the next Oeneral Association. 

Vdei, That the Committee named in the preceding vote be 
.revested to meet, on the business of their appointment, in New- 
HaveBt the day after next Commencement, at 9 o'dock, A. M. 

Vaieif That this Asisociation recommend and request, that the 
president and Fellovs of Yale College use their endeavors to pre- 
▼unt, in future, the provision of either ardent spirits or wine, ia 
the customary public entertainment at Commencement, for the 
jNirpose of co-operating with the General Association, in their ex- 
ertions to discountenance the improper use of ardent spirits. 

VaUi^ That this Association recommend and request, tnat the 
Treasurer of thift State do not provide in future either ardent 
spirits or wine, in the customary public entertainment of the cler- 
gy at the Oeneral Election. 

Vaied^ That it be recommended to each District Association, 
to appoint a standing Committee, to whom it shall be the duty of 
all preachers, not connected with the Association, to apply for 
advice, previous to their preaching in the vacant Churches with- 
in their limits. 

2 
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The CommUtee, ** of Gorretfolliencie on tho subject of pre- 
Tcutiog the iutemperate use of ardent spintByT mAde a re]H»ii 
which vafi accepted as follows : 

< The Committee %f enquiry end corret^ondenee en the eubject qf the tn- 
femfterate lae of ardent ^rita ttftfmnied by the OenetaiAnoekttion 
at thdr kut session submit the following rcfiort. 

The recommendations of the General Associadon, on the subject of the 
intemperate use of ardent spirits, have been followed with apparent and 
salutary consequences. Thev have becA cordially secondea by m^Mtof 
the district Assodations ; and ardent spirits have been idtnOBt uhtformly 
excluded from ail ecclesiastical meetm^ Mimsters, to a coasUeiftblle 
extent, have preached on the subiect of int e roperance» ind hi miii^ caws 
with manifest and gootf e^ts ; the churches have eenerally approved qf 
the design, and the attention of sober thinldne people has wen tbmed to 
the alarming prevalence cf Intemperance, and other Vices which thi^ten 
th^ welfare of our country, lliese recommendations have opened the 
door to those who have long **'^ghed and cried for the abominationa^' 
which are practised among us, and were onlv ws^ng a fiivoraUe oppor* 
tunity to put forth their energies more fubficW, for Uie sappressite of 
vice I they have invigorated some wlio deplored the evEa ^mat afflidt m 
but had not resolution openly to stem the tormit of licentloiisiiess ; and 
they have aroused to acdon others who woiid sincerely deprecate the 
prevalence of hitem^perante and its kindred Vices, %ut ^€re viiMrible of 
<>ur danger ; they have produced a- powerfbl impulse on tfie publiciyiiody 
,;ind gii^n a spring to the energies ot the virtuous part of tiie commmiityy 
Vhilc they have excited far less opposition than Alight have been ration- 
. allv expected. ' 

Your Committee know not that the iheasbres cf the GeiMir^ AssdcliMSdh 

,have produced reformation in any confirmed drtibkards'; jft their ho^ 

.i;i*ea'i.1y c'liminished the use of ardent spirits in die social orclea rt sober 

people, in private families, and have thus shut a broad ^^<enne to tes&p- 

tation ; they have so far turned the ^e of public opinion agaifiStharo- 

drinkers, that farmers, and manufiicturers have found it pnioCioaMe to 

procure laborers, and cany on their business, without th^ use of ardent 

'spirits ; sonie who had entered on the way to ruin, but Wbb'stiH retained 

some regard to character, have been arrested in Aeir pir^i^reSS ; kM 

, many, who, in all probability, would have been enticed and overcome, 

' have been prei'ented from commencing this dpWnward course. ^ 

We i^odce. with gratitude and pleaisire, that die legislature ^'i!ie shite 
hav% deeply felt the evil and the danger resulting mn tlie prevahhoe of 
intemperance, and have pa!>5ed a law which is admirably cdcuHited to 
;>romote the d^res of the General A.ssociatton ; and also mat men d[ the 
t-.rst character, of different professions and denominations in the state. 
have firmed a sociaty for the promodon of g^xxl morals, and that the 
\ irtuous in different parts of the state are beginning to rally around the 
svandard which they have erected. We menSoo a&i with peculiar satio- 
faction, that the hands of the General Association are greatly 8trer^g;(heli« 
cd by the exertions of their brethren in different partt ofthe Uafon. I%e 
several ecclesiastical bodies with which the General Astodatkn ia oq^ 
nectcd are making vigorous and well directed dforts asainst the com^ 
moh enemy. A society has beei;i formed in the state of Masbachusetta 
for tlio suppres!»tQn of intemperance and its kindred vices, which promises 
much. 

The experience cf one year furnishes lucid evidence that nothhig^ln 
im{K)8sible to faith ; that the ^ Lord's hand is not shortened that it cannot 
save, nor his ear heavy that it cannot hear;'* that when his people begin 
to awake (o a sense oi tlieir duty^ he will bless their humble endeavors. 
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9mi eifcecdtibeir mottsaogmoehi^es; and that if we perish oar destruc- 
tion ivill be owinj; to our own unbehef, despondency and sloth. 

Moch however remains yet to be done. We have but just entered the 
field ; and Ihoueh we have beoi successful in the first onset, yet if our 
socoe» be not followed up with spirit and petsevemnce, we may yet be 
dKty«i tnck witb di^ace^ and our condition roidered more hopeless by 



It is theipefbre most earnestly recommended, that ministers continue to 
{ireach occaaiaiiaUy on the subject of intemperance, as circumstances 
mav ivquire ; that churches keep up a brotherly watch and efficient dis- 
cipline with wptodtd regard to this vice ; and that aU sober citizens asbo^ 




i'e8panaeiu:et ^ , „ ,. 

peciaby on the observation of the ChrisUim Sabbaiii, be appointed who 
ahall report to the next session of the General Association. 

Hm pcovidenoe of Qod marks the present as a favorable, perhaps the 
ABty pcmd ci making a succesttful sumi against the toi;reot of iniouity, 
ivhioi threatens to sweep away ourxiearest institutions and to overwheim 
9«r country ID rustu Our own vices have become glaring, and t}\e machi- 
, natiootoftheencmiesof our peace, which have been long unrlei mining 
the finndatioQB of our social nappiness and the hopes oi oiir poscenty, 
have beooHie apparent, and the thinking part of the commufilty ^^eixeive 
their roeaacing efiects ; the judgments of heaven are descending lipon us 
iai]«MCk socoession and increasing severity ; the people beghi to feel that 
tiine are indeed the visitations at ahol^ God for our sms, and that the on- 
ly hopeof dieir removal or mitigation is m a speedy repentance and lefor- 
jnation. If theee circumstances and this opportunity be not improved, 
we shall probably sink into a state of increased stupidit)", and God will 
Mod npoD OS judicial dbdoraqr and irrevocal>ly seal the destruction of our 
country. The stream of our prosperity will have passed away, to know 
BO relnxi tdl the lig^t of millennial g^ory shall cover the earth. We may 
diaerve, on the other hand, for our encouragement, that while the enemy 
ii coming in like a floodv the Spirit of the liord is lifting up a standard 
iininst mm s that he la remarkably blessine and succeeding all the efforts 
cT l^is people to promote happine&s, and aavaiice the Redeemer's king* 
dam« Unoer his banner, one may chase a thousand, and h\'e may put 
fen thousand to fficht. The violence of the struggles of the great adver> 
dry are the sure uarlMnger of his speedy defeat and bondage. We may 
therefore be animated with the hope that the battle wiU be short ; that 
the great Conqueror will soon appear, and bring forth judgment unto 
▼ictory. 

Now therefore is the time to rally round the institudons of our fore- fa- 
thers, to build up the braeaches, tu fortify the walls, and strengthen the 
■taodards. 

J*cr oriar of the Commiiteey 

LYMAN BEECHKt, ChairmarL 

V0Udi That the Rey. Messrs. Lyman Beecher, Abel M'Ewen, 
Boswel R. Swan, Thomas Bobbins, and Aaron Diitton be a Com- 
aittee of inveitigation and cortespondence, on the subject of 
morals generally, and especiailj on the observation of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath $ and that they make report to the General Associa- 
lioo, at their next session. 

Upon the report of h Committee appointed *' to consider the 
subject lobmStted to the General Association, relative to the ex- 
pediency of reipilriog persons to study Div^inity a definite time, 
previons to theur being examined for license,*' the foUowing pre- 
amble and Tote were passed : 
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•' The General A88oeiatioii« feeling the importance of tudformltjr 
in the Churches, the necewity of seme general nile on the subject, 
and also the importance of Students in Theology beiog under the 
care of some particular AasocHition, — 

Kofoi, To recommend to the respective Associations in the 
State, that they express to this Body, at their next annual meet- 
ing, their opinions relative to the time, during which it is expe- 
dient for persons to be employed in the study of Theology, pre» 
▼ions to theur lamination for licence to preach the gospel ; and 
also relative to their being under the care of some particular As- 
sociation, whose recommendation shall be necessary to qualify 
them for license by any other Association belonging to this Body. 
The Commilte, ap[KAuted ^^ to prepare a summary account of 
the state of religion, dec." made a repofft« which was accepted aa 
follows: 

The Committee^ afipointed to report coneermngthe %tate tfreUgicn in 
this State qnd the ChurcheM in CQnnection with tu^-^eg leave to re^ 
fiorr,^ 

That froin the acconnts given by each Assodatioo it appears, that 
Hartford North Association cont^ns 19 churches, 4 of which are vacant ; 
that the churches are harniomcua ui doctrine, no new errors havh» in- 
terrupted liietr peace ; that meetings for special prayer are usualhr hoiden 
weekly ; and tiiat in several places, especially m East Hartford and 
West Suifield, there are happy indications of special divine influence. 

The Association of Harford South reported, that they conast of 14 
churches, all in peace ; that they have no revivals of religioo : and that 
they have to lament the flagrant violation of the Sabbath, by me travel- 
linjp both for amusement and business through their bounds. 

The Association of New Haven West reported, that they conast of 20 
churches, 3 of which are vacant ; that the state of religioo generally is at 
presentlow,thouKh they have to record with great BTatitudfe to God the 
commencement of an attention to religioo among the Dtudents in Yale Col- 
lege, which still continues, and some special mvine influence in several 
churches besides ; that the good effects of former revivals are still mani- 
fest ; and that there seems to be an increased disposition among the people 
imd civil ma{;istrates to resislthe violation of the Christian habbath. 

The Association of New Haven East reported, that they consist of 13 
churclies 2 of which are vacant ; and one long daKilate has been latdy 
supplied with a pastor, and is blessed with some special influence of tlie 
Holy Spirit Generally they have no revivals, though the state of morab 
IB better than in former years. In consequence of past efihsions of the 
Holy ^irit. Especially there b an increanng disposition to reittst the sin 
ofintemperanceand the violation of the Christian Sabbath. ' 

The Association c^ Fairlield West reported, that they consist of 16 
churches 4 of which are vacant ; that the public worship of God on the 
Sabbath is frenerally well attended ; that a missionary spirit has mam- 
fested itself with happy effects upon the churches ; that numemus fe- 
male charitable associations have been formed for the ^ucation of poor 
and pious youth for the ministry ; that they have been annoyed by the ' 
sin of intemperance and the prophanation of the Sabbath ; and that the 
public mind is beginning to array itself against these sins. In several* 
places, there are appearances of a begun \^ork of the Holy Spirit in the 
conversion of sinners to God ; and the prosperity of several churches has 
been essentially advanced by the establishment of funds for the support ^ 
the^pel. 
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' The Anodation of FtirfieM East reported, that thesr eooafat cf 13' 
batches 5 of wbichare vacant ; that there has been in theirboimds the 
past year some attentkm to religion in several congregations ; that one of 
Uie charches is endanj;ered |}y hurtful errors not checked in season bf a 
firm and vigOant discipline. ^ 

Ttut Ass^aatioii of New I/xidon reporte d |5 chnrdtts,^ 3 vaoandes ; 
tiiat aldioog^ they have no revivals of relieion, there is witmn their bounds 
sn increased disposition to attend the pubfic worship of God on the Sab- 
bath ; that vacant churches, which have been kng desolate, are reviving 
aad beginidag to provide for themselves the enjcnrment of gospel «di* 
nances ; that intemperance and the violation of me Sabbath have been 
opposea with good e^ts ; and that the vacant churches acknowledged 
that thqr had beenencoun^^ and benefited by the special attenticp of 
the mimsters of the Asaoeiatioq in visitingamong them. 

llie ddqgates from' the Middlesex Association reported, that the^ con- 
flst of 16 dwrches ; tiiat the public worship of God on the Sabbath is gen« 
erally well attended in theit* hmits ; that there is in one place an appear- 
ance of a bfKun work of the H61y Spirit ; that meetings far social praf** 
^r are often held ; and that, except one or two difficult cases of disa< 
pline, the churches enjcw quietness. < 

The delegates from the Association of Tolland reported, that they con* 
flist of 15 churches ; that religion has' greatly declined in all of them ; and 
that the Association had recoigmended It to the churches to keep a spe*' 
daf €s8t on that account 5^veral of their vacant churches are however 
arinng froni the dust, and are preparing, it is believed, again to enjoy 
mpef ordinances, " * 

, ^^Tbe ddegates from Windham Oriehial Association reported, that 
Plough there be in their limits a general declension of religion, and an 
alarming prophanation of the holy Sabbath, by travelling ana Ial>or, there* 
aie recently more fitvorable appearances, particularly in the increased 
attentioQ to meedngs for social prayer, and the increased religious eiiteiv 
prise of die pastors of die churcnes to promote a revival of religion. 1 hey 
state that in KDlingley there has been the past year a revival of religion. ' 

The Association of Litchfield North reportea, that they consist of 19 
diurches of which 2 are vacant ; that there have been recently fewer 
breaches of the Sabbath than had been common beliDre ; and that there 
had been a manif^ diminution of the quantity of ardent sfYirits consum* 
ed, and less appearance of intemperance ; that jpleasing revivals of reii^ 
gion have taken place in Kent, New Hardbrd, Canton and Torrmgford ; 
and that ineeveral other places there have been desirable tokens of the* 
divme special presence. 

The delegates from the Assooiation of Litchfield South reported, that 
they connst of 15 churches 3 of which are vacant; that they are pecul* 
iarly harmonious as to the doctrines and discipline of the grspd ; that 
they have been £|ivored with special tokens of the divine favor in revivals 
of religion, particularly in South Britain, Southbury, Plymouth and Litch- 
field ; that the itinerations of the pastors in the churches within their 
limits, and thdr attention to remote villages and destitute neighborhoods, 
have apparendy been crowned with signal success. 

From the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, we learn, that 
dining the past year the number of churches within their bounds has con- 
conaaerably increased ; that great harmony prevails in their churches; 
and that in a number of places, particularly in the Presbyteries of C)non* 
daga, Albany, Hudson, and Jersey, there have been extensive revivals of 
religion. We fiirther learn, that, notwithstanding these favorable cir- 
cumstances, there are yet many places, within the bounds of the General 
Assembly,, where lukewarmness, and a ncfelect of religious ordinances 
prevails and the vices of profane swearing, drunkenness, and Sabbath 
breaking exist, to an alarming degree. 

It appears, that in Massachusetts, the state of religion, m many re* 



^pe^ b uidiAHif ; bitt CB tfae whQle»^iinei.ar« ncQon^^ Tbffoijk 
k) the CominoDwealth in senenUttaere u syi alarmim^ ctopidily M|<adi» 
iripe tbins% yet God has Deen pleased to bless a Dumber of pl^Ges wi^ 
tile Gopbiis ^unoDS of his Holy Spirit WilHaios CoU^ Stoclcbridn 
Bavertim,BradfiDRi, Hadley, Soath Hadley, Granby, Belchertown, Ware^ 
AadKnki Mimjni, and fame other places, we fean^ have thus beca 
i^eciallydistiBgoisbedbgrfovBnigiimoe. It likewise af)peafs, that ¥et]r 

5udabkt09easMres are vigaroasly anasuccesrfully used tor tb^ promatiQi^ 
' evangelical knowledge apd the interestf of Zion. Enemiesoc the truQi^ 
Qse tbdr clfiim ; biK the gre^ Head of the church has added to the niim- 
bsra and graces of his peppje and fsitliAil servantSi Benevolent institii* 
dona ase mnltiplied ; we Theological Seminaiy» and other ewan^ical 
qqU^^ are blessed ; secfamas are stated to be on the decline; misiuo*- 
aiy exertions are punned with increwng ardor, and the friends ol die 
Redeemer have occasion lo thank God and take courage. Agreatwork, 
however, stiU remuns to be performed* 

. The chttiTiiet in New^Haaspsbire have not been left wHhouta taken 
for spood. Several of them have been visited by die special Influences c| 
ih^nu^Qboit. Yet thn wsa n ds and tho u sa n ds of predqua souls, in de«ti» 
tute parishesi are in perishing need of instruction, reformation* and reli- 
gton. There is a Bible, Cent, and Tract Society In this state, wliich ha^ 
secently been formed, and by which it is esqjccted considenible wiD b% 
done to psomole the cause 01 religioQ. 

. !n Vemoi^the ways of Zion moufii* The churches are oovered with 
%cloud. Special exertions aie used by the Missionary, Bible, and other 
benevolent societies and institutions for the promotion of tlie interests oT 
the Redeemer^ kingdom* But instanoirs of rdigions revivals have been 
muchfower than In years diat are past. Though an aflfectionate and In- 
creaidiK union sobsuts between the Pastors of me flocks, yet many cC the 
profiMsmgfriendsqfZion are unhappily disagreed. Some, in this day cC 
trial and lebi^e. have even ^wstatisea fiocn thefoith- Such however «a 
havepMsedthefiery trial, are purified and made white, Thereisinthia 
state a broad field Ipr missisnaiy exertions, in which there are many in&iil 
ehurcfaeshongering for the bread of life. The harvest tnUy is gieat baft 
Uie laborers are few. 

On the whole* it appears that the cause of rriigim and good morale 
have manifestly been prooMied extensively the past year, andtfaat all thf 
iriends to religion aadT good order have abundant encouragement to pray 
without ceasing, and do with all their might what their hands find to do, 
aot doiditteg that they will reap in dtte time if thcgr feint not . 

The foUowing letter In the ehoichea hi comieetkiii wHh iMe 
lasocialkm, on the subject of raising nonej to defray the ex* 

(ensea of Delegates to the ether eceksiastfeal Bodies, dmwii vp 
7 a Con&nittee appelated for the piirpoie» wee aeccfCed and ap» 
preyed s 

2%# General AuociatiQn of OmneetiaUt to the Cburch qfCkri$t m 

Bektbbsv, 

It having been found dlfficuh to support the delegation of die General 
Assoc i a t ion, lo the several ecclesiastical Bodies out of the State,^widK 
which th^ are connected* we have thougbt proper, presuming open your 
interest in the common cause of the, Redeemer* to request your ooHipera- 
tion in the manner hereafter expresuied.* Should tne liberality of the 
churches render contributions unnecessary for any particular ycafi the 
AsBOCiatica will give to the churches due notice of the fact. 

* See Votee vftht Auocuitwn on the subject^ fiage fi. 
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Wkeraii» in Ike proTtdencib of Odd, ite d^nmiri fbr'iMe anl 
MUrfi^l mMMi in *e duMk it inaitfi graater than mj supply 
%lileli-caft reMinably be Bxpeeted, wftlleal spedal exertions fot 
tlnJlTiirpoae, ^nd ikian7 vaaunt ehttrekeii «iiid new settleineAls^ 
«i*l millionB of poor keaUien, ttuit be depdred of Chogb^I miii* 
jrtvy, odiess ittppHes can be pcovMed } Am^ 
. WJierete F^ale Oknurilable AssoOiaHods, for the: iSdtteatioYi nf 
JadigenC ^isd pious ybiilkfor the tnkilBtiy, exetcise a ebarHj'bur- 
iheusome to none, nor interfering with other diaritable Burpoiies^ 
had wUck brfaigi ihe opporluhity bf ettOA^kMis diatity wkhin the 
tvack^^nmltUiadcai whose single pitlaiioettight Mat otk^wiite bo 
giTen, or attended if glvel^ with littfe' eSedt : Jhod^ 

Wkenu the comtiiifed ^kaifty ^f iaeh Ams^tloiis,: if lAd^nd* 
ed to all the congregations in the State, rnigh^ be expected f& 
prodttcea great eHrectm supplyii^ 4he dertitote witk faithful 
paalofa: Yhaiefoi^ 

V^Ud^ That it l>e eamestlj recommended to^tke sereral Asso- ' 
actions belonging to this Bodj, that they promote, hj all practi- 
cable means, the formation of Female Charitable. AasocUtions foo 
tke education of indigent and pious youth for the gospel minislrj;. . 

The Rev. Maitbj Oelston was appointed to preach the GtffioJo 
0d CUrum^ at the Commencement in IVew Haren, in Septemper 
next. 

. The followiif persons were appointed lo certify the regular 
slaudiog of fO'eachers traveUing from this into other parts of the 
United States, our. Jler. Messrs. Nathan Perhfais, D. D. WllHam 
noblnson, Benjamin Trambull, D. D. John Elliot, Joseph Strong, 
I>. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David EIj, D, D, Moses C. Welch» 
D. D. Samuel J. Miller Lyman Beecher, Frederic W« Hotchkiss» 
and If athan Williams, J^.B. 

The foUowing penoos were chosen receivers of money in their 
several Associations, for the treasury of the General Association, 
d£?. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, William Robinson, Samuel 
Merwin, Tunothy P. Oillet, Samuel Nott, Roswell B. Swan, £ii« 
jak Waterman, Ludovicus Weld, Charles Prentiss, Amos Chase, 
David D. Field, and Ephraim T. Woodruff. 

LisI of unsettled raioifters in the State, and of Hcenttates from 
Ike osvcnil Assodationq, vir. Ofunsetilei mndaters^ Rev. Messrs. 
David Avery, Mansfield ; Simon Backus, Bridgeport ; Davtd Ba« 
con, Cheshire ; Daniel C. Banks. Trumbull ; Jonathan Bartletf^ 
Reading; Gershoui Bulkley, Middletown; Aaron Cleveland, 
Saflleid ; Oliver Hitcbcock, Ckeshire ; Catvfai Ingals, Stafford ; 
Gordon Johnson, Killingley ; William Lockwood, Olastenbnryi 
Willum F. Miller^ Windsor ; Samuel Munson, Huntington ; John 
Najt»i Weston ; Danid Parker, Sharon ; Samuel Stebblns, Sims- 
kiiry ; Samuel Sturges, Danburr ; Zephanbh Swift, Roxbury ; 
John Taylor, Enfield ; Daniel Waldo, Suffield $ Simon WaUr* 
man, Plymouth ; Elijah O. Wells, Sterling. Cf Uemted canii- 
JbOeSj Messrs. Samuel Backus^ Canterbury ; Daniel Banks^ Weo* 
loo $ John Clark, Waskiogton ; Chester Colton, Hartford ; John 
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O. Ddttanoe, BiookfyB; 3ffallhew B. Dattmi, Netr-HareD ; Cor« 
BetiuB K £Tereit, Gomf all ; John EL Fowler, Oailfoid ; Asabel 
Gayloid, Norfolk; Nathan Oroivenor. StmMdge; Nattunlel 
Hewit, New London ; Franck King,* Yen^^; Anuni lAmiey^ 
Branford ; John MarBh^ Jr. Welhenfeld ; Alfred MHchel, Weill- 
ereaeld ; Asahel Netlleton« Killingworth ; David A^ Shennaiift 
New.HaT«n; Jowph Treat, New^Milfiord; Jowph Talll, Jr. 
EaaUHaddam; HesBekiah O. UfEdrd, Stratford; Cyrui Ymle» 
jJ^ee* 

Vcied, That the next meeting of the General Anociation be at 
FaMeld, at the honae of the Rev. Heman Humphrej, tiie third 
^oefldaj of June, 18li, at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

After a prayer by the Rev. Joieph EmenNni, adjonmed, atfie 

ELIJAH .WATERMAN, > -»^ 
BEZALEEL Pmif EO, }*«'»•*»• 



Tke Treanretr of the General Atoociatton of Comeetkut, pitt* 
luant to a Vote of that Body, contaioed in the 9th page of the pre^ 
ceding Minutes, submits to bis Fathets and Brethren, of the sere' 
ral District Associations the anoezed Sehedoie, as a suitable form 
according to which returns ihay be made to the General AssoGta^ 
tion. 

Under the head of .REMARKS fai the Schedule, ihentioii tli« 
settlement, death, or dismission of ministers within the year ; the 
names and places of abode of unsettled ministers and candidates 
within the limits of the Association ; the state of religion, as to 
reyiyals^ or the existence, rise' and progress of errors ; and, in gene^ 
ral, the aspect of religion and morals; It may be proper also^ to 
mentions under this head, the names and objects of charitable in^ 
stitutions. 

m 

In the column forKamesof the Churches, it willbe weD toisH 
sert the name of the Town and the name of the Society in whidi 
the Church is. In the colunui containing the Names of the Pas- 
tors, either leaye a Uank or put the word Vacml a|(ainrt destitute 
Churches* 
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PROCEEDINGS 



or THE 



GBNEBAL ASSOCIATION. 



At a Meeting of the General AflBociaUon of CknuiecUcat, at Fair- 
field, the third Taesdaj of June* A. D. 1814 : Freaent, 



Rev.Metfin. 

Biifos Hawlej, 
Heniy A. Rowland^ 

Samuel Goodrich, 
Dao 



Stephen Dodd, 
Caleb Pitido, 

Timothj P. OiUet, 
WiUiam F. VaUl, 

John Hyde, 
Horatio Waldo, 



RIpIej, D. D. 
Isaac Lewis, D. D. 

David Ely, D. D. 
Aodreir Elliot, 

Philo Judson, 
Asa Meach, 

Peter Starr, 
Timothy Stone^ 

Samuel Whittelsey, 
lAilher Hart, 

Nathaniel Dwight, 
Asa King, 

Calf in Ingals, 
Darid B. Ripley, 



Frojn 
? Hartford North 
\ Hartford South 

> New-Haven West 

> New Haven East 
/ New London 

\ Fairfield Weil 
I Fairfield East 
5 Windham Originai 
\ Litchfield North 
\ litchfield South 
Middlesex 



IXoUand 



1 1 
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Aaron W. Leland, \ From the General AfiBemblj o^ the 

John Johii8toDe, > Fresbjierian Church in the tJnl- 

Alexander Monteith, ) ted SUUs. 

Lemuel Hayne,. j FromJLhe^Generia ConyenU^^ 

Y» t<fii* • 7 From the General Assodation of 

F>7«mWinid»D, 5 Mi«.dii»tl. ftcpo. 

The Rev. Henry A. Rowland.was chosen Scribe ; The Rer. ~ 
Samuel Goodrich, Moderator ; and the Rev. Dan Huntington^ 
assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delesation vrere read, and the AssociatioD 
was opened wit& prayer bj the Moderator. 

The Rev. Messrs. Starr, Ely, Williston, Monteilh, Haynetf, 
Dwight, GiUet, aiid Lewis were appointed a committee of over- 
tures, who reported the order of business, which report was ac- 
cepted. . ' 

The AssociaUonal Sermon was preached by the Rev. Peter 
Starr* from 1 Corinthians iv. 3. 

Communications were received from the Delegates of this Body 
to the several ecclesiastical Bodies in connection with the Associ- 
ation. 

The Trustees of the Misdonary Society of Connecticut exbllMt- 
cd a report of their pro^edings the last ^1%^^ which was afecept- 
ed, and is as follows : 

1 ' ' 

To ihb Missianary Saeuijf rf Cornieefiaif, to be cmntnedat Fahrfield^ 

' the third Tuesday ofJune^ 1814. 

Hie Truateee of the Society beg leave tg mbmit the/oUovin^ Report :^ 

Ev. Fathers and Brxthrsit, 

^/y E are called to rejdce in the prosperity of Zkm. Evidence is 
daily brightening to show tlmt Jehovah nolds the interests cf bia diurch 
in special remeitibrance. In ttie midst of the wars and coofusion of na- 
ti<1hs, the glorious gospel, publi^ing peace and good will from God, is 
\ preached with success. The efferti^ of God's paipie th^ghout Chiia- 

tendooi, to send the word of life to the destitute, are increasing continually, 
while the Lord encourages their exertioos by answering all their reason* 
able expectations, 

The prosperity which contbiges to attend the missions conducted under 
your patixxiage, and by the charity of the people d this state, fbmishes 
great occasion for gratitude and joy. 

The unceasing and growins; lit)era]ity of the people of this state, in 
contributing to the support of missions, you will gratefi^ acknowledge 
with us, and devoutly own the hand of him, whose are the gold and the 
silver with all the fulne& of (he earth. The amount of the contributions 
in May, 181S, is £3275, 90. The amount df expendituiesln prosecuting 



tbe Imaiiess of mi^sioos, during that year, is g5041, 81. Thiily-ibur 
Miaskparfes were eropk^ed 1^ your Trustees in the coarse of the 
year, and sent in various directions, where it was supposed that tlie tie-« 
cessities of the t)eople, and the prospect of usefulness, called for their 
labors ; and about 600 weeks of missionary service has been pei-furmed. 
Do new field of missions has been occupied in the year past The calls 
(br an increase of laborers, in the fields already occupied by the Society^ 
were tob great to suffer much attention to other destitute reeions. Coutln- 
ual experience teaches the importance ci attending to the societies al* 
ready fintned, and tbe churches organized, until they are able, by gieat 
cxertioDs, to help themselves. And this they do with fidelity, wherever 
oed attention has been paid to them by the Miosionary Society. 

The Missiooaries have foithfiilly and hiboriously pertormed their tours .of 
•ervice* They have been frequently called to be with thesick and the dying, 
as the epidemic, which has prevailed in many places of the northern and 
western parts of the United Sutes» affected most of th^ settlements 
which they viated. They have, as usual, paid particular attention to 
schools, to visit them for the purpose of givmg advice, on the subject d 
cdncatkn, and to afibrd suitable mstructkn to the children and youth. 
The distribution of small tracts, enfordng practical godliness, together 
with odier religious books, and the circulation of the holy scriptures, ac- 
companying these gifts with suitable advice, liave formed an important 
part of their service. 2488 tracts and books of various descripdoas, on 
the subject of religion, have been thus distributed ; and 348 Bibles, which 
were presented for that purpose by the Connecticut Bible Society, have 
been circulated. The Society, together with all the friends of the Re- 
deemer and of his cause, will unite with us, in praise to God our Savioiir; 
lor his gradoos smiles on the institution, in the outpouring of his holy 
Spirit, on places visited by our Missionaries ; an j^in preserving t^ lives ana 
beahh of these laborers,so that th^ have not been materially mterrupted in 
their labors in any instance. We are caOed particularly to notice these 
Ibiags, and to reoder dianks to Almij^y God, because a spirit of warfare 
which is invaric^ly hostile to godliness, has so much pervaded our fi^n- 
tiers ; and because vast numbers have died of the epidemic in places 
w^here die Missionaries preached, and many of whom were personally 
visited by them. While we make known these causes for thankfulness 
and prsuse to the great Head of the chur<;h, and feel the encouragement 
they aflbrd, we must add that all the missionary efibrts of this Society, 
and similar institutions in tlie United States, although they have been 
mtach increased in a few years, furnish but a small proportion of that 
assistance to the destitute which is seen to be necessary, and which is 
deared by the people. Respecting the dii^xjsition of the people in general 
to receive Mi^onaries, and to hear the gospel, it is saying but little of 
the truth to observe that preachers are cordially recdved, and their preach- 
ing meets with a respectful attention. There is a prevailing desire m the 
destitute to hear tlie gospel. Missionaries are invited— are mtreated 
to come and help theni. From- matty places, urgent reque^s for assist- 
aince are «ent to your Trustees. Those who are sent out to preach the 
g;o6pei to them, behold the extensive field before them, feel the insuffi- 
ciency of tlieir number, and desire that more may come over to thrir 
help. Thousands i[nplore assistance in vain, because the ability of the 
bociety is unequal to it- 
Copies of our annual account of missions, for the members of the Mis- 
nnnary Society, accompany this report. In this account the particulars 
of missionary service ai*e given. To the narrative of missions is subjoin- 
ed the reports of Messrs. John F. Schermerhom and Samuel J. Mills, 
who were mentioned in our narrative for the year 181!2, as Missionaries 
whose particular object was to rhtain a more extensive and coirect 
knowledge of the relJjjiuus state of our frontier settlements. Tlic infor-^ 



ma^n they have obtained respecting the religious and moral state of the 
country in general, throng wl^ch tney travelled, is as valuable to mid* 
tuonary institutions, as it is interesting to our leeKngs. They abundantly 
coniirni the statement, so often repeated, that the' people of this lana, 
ffiot only in the newly inhabited wilderness, iHit in regiobs whidi have beea 
cultivated for near a century, are mlserablv destitute of religious instruc- 
tion. In the cultivation of the soil, in wealth, in populatiun, and in vioe» 
they are eld ; but alas, through neglect in morals and relieion, they re- 
semiile the rude, infested, Und noirtnos wildemess. The wbole tract of 
country, through which these Missionaries passedf oootaios about a miUisn 
and an half ofinhabitants, who are almost wholly destitute of the stated 
rotnistrsr of the gospel The wildest dreams of fsnaticisnif tbe most 
fasdnating errorsieading to nerdition, and the unwearied labors of Sataa 
transformed into an angel or light, are hurrying thousands to rain. We 
feel for thein, and trusting in him who has hitherto helped us, we haveap-^ 
pointed the following fields for missionary labor in ttb tract of country: 
viz. The state of Kentucl^, the Missouri Territofyi and the itate of 
Looisana. 

applications have been made for suitable men fer these places, and 
there is a prospect of soon supplying at least one of these fields. Tbe ne* 
cessities or these destitute regions have not been hitherto felt by Uiose 
who are desirous to devote themselves to the cause of missians ; but 
they are DOW beginnine to excite attention. Wcpray the Lord of the har- 
vest would raise up laborers, and send them forth to occupty these fields. 
Oh, that he wooki stir up those who are qualified to come forth with ni^ 
fer these suiferers, aaying** Here am I, send me.** Hie members or the 
Society,' together with all who love our Lord Jesus in nncerity and tfi)th» 
will unite with us in these supplications to A(mtghty God, that the li(^ 
of salvation may fill our land ; that religion pure and undefiled may prcr 
vail, in those darkened comers which are now the habitations of cruel^ ; 
and diitt our country may be filled with righteousness and peace. 

May the presence of Almighty Godi be wlft you iu all your delibera- 
tions, and may his blessing rest upon yoUff*and ttj)on all your counseb fbr 
the promotion of Zion*s welfare. 

Jn the name of the TYtuteet^ 

ABEL FLIBTT, Secrdanf. 

Habtford, May 11, 1814. 

The following persons were chosen Tnutees of the Misdonaryr 
Society of Coiineclicut, for one year from tbe ftiBt Wednesday oif 
August nest, viz. The Hon. John Trcadwell, tbe Hon. Asher 
Miller, the Hon Aaron Austin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, Enocli 
Perkins, Esq. David Hale, Esq. the Rpv. Messrs. INTathan Perkins, 
D. D. Samuel JVott, Calvin Cfaapin, Moses C. Welch, D. D. An- 
drew Yates, and Samuel Goodrich. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Hev* 
*Abcl Flint, Auditor of the Missions ry Society of Connecticut, for 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association was 
accepted and approved. 

Voted, That the 0th Article of a Vote passed at JSorfoIk, in 
June, IdOO — wr. " That some time in the month of May, annu- 
ally, the Treasurer's account Miall be audited, &c." be thus alter- 
ed, vis. ^ That some time in the month of June, nnnally, previous 
to t?ie tiiird Tuesday, the Treasurer's jccount, d:c/' 



Tke Bev. Abel Flint vat chosen Treasurer, and the Rer. An^ 
irew Tates, Auditor of tlie General Associatios, for the jear en« 
Buln^« < 

. Vti€d^ That to morrow, at t o^dock P. M. the Association willg 
attend to an enquiry respecting the state of religion within its Iiro* 
its, and the Ihnits of the several ecclesiastical Bodies in its con- 
nection; and that Messrs. Elliot, Haynes, Ihvighl, Johnstone, 
^nd Waldo l>e a Committee to prepare an account of the samev 
hmok the -nanratiTeB irkich shall t>e given, to be reported to thb 
Body. 

• The Rey. Messrs. Heman Humphrey, Royal Tyler, and Samr 
ael Meririn.5rere chosen Delegates to the General Assctlibiy of 
the Presbyterian Church, to convene in Philadelphia, the 
thkd Thiunday of May, 1815; and the Rev. Messrs. John 
liazBb/IX D; Daniel Smith, and Jonathan Miller were Appointed. 
their substitutes. 

The Rev. Ephraim .T« Woodruff was chosen Delegate to the 
General Convention of Yemont, to meet at Woodstock, the sec- 
4Mnd Tuesday of September next ; and the Rev. WilUara L. Strong 
wii app<Mnted his substitute. 

The Rev. Messrs. Aaron Hovey and Saul Clark were chosen 
Delegates to the General Assodation of Massachusetts Proper, to 
convene the fourth Tuesday of June, 1815; and the Rey. Messrs* 
Andrew Elliot and Bonnet Tyler were appointed their substi- 
tulea. i . 

. The Rev. Messn. Thomas Bobbins and Ludovicos Weld were 
clioBen Delegates to the General > Association of New Hampshire^ 
to convene at Hanover, the third Tuesday of September next; 
and the Rev. Messrs. Samuel Whittlesey and Timothy P. GilleC 
appointed their substitutes. 

TfliAj To attend a prayer meeting to mono w jooM>mkig, at 6 
in the meeting house. 



Wrdnbuiat, June $3. 

Y^Utl^ That the Committee appointed >' to compose oi^ collect 
onme suitable forms of prayer, for the use of families and other%. 
&c" be discharged from any further attention to the subject. 

VaUi, That Messrs. Lewis^ Dwight, EUiot, and Gillet be a Com- 
mittee,*' to. whom shall be referred liie communications from the 
respective Associations ^ relative to the expediency of requiring 
persons to study divinity a definite time, previous to their being 
examined for a license ;*' the Comnultee to make re^iort to this 

rctcd^ That the recommendation of the last Genera Assoeia- 
dation, respecting the appointment: of a standing Committee in 
each'dntrict Association, to whom it shall be the duty of all 
preachers not connected with them to apply for advice, previous to 
their preaching in the vacant churcbes within their lunits,'' be re- 
femid to the Committee named in the preceding vote. 
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r^OBi, ThAtMe8n%StBn^,Wldlll6ee7,aiidH.R!plejbea<;oBi. 
mittee, to report on the {iroprietj of recommeBdiiig^ a unifomiitj 
in our churcbes respeclingltlie time of Goaunuuioa at the Loid'i 
table, also of the aacramental lecture, coocert of prayer, and cat- 
echetical iostruction. 

In answer to a queation from Kew Haven West AisocialioB, 

VaUdf That it is ioconfiisteiit with AasociationiJ orjier and bar* 
itionj among the brethren in the mloiBtry, and in onr churchei^ 
for ooe Association to examine and recommend a person lit tlM 
churches as a candidate for the ministry, who has been prevtoosl^ 
examined and disapprored by another Association* unless he bring 
a recommendation from the Association by which he was disap^ 
proved. 

In answer to a question from Windham Original Assodation, 

Veui* That no definite period can be specified, that a penott 
shall have been a professor of religion previous to his being ezaaa* 
ined as a candidate for the goqiel ministry. 

The following persons were appointed to coiify the regular 
standing of preachers travelling from this into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. Kathan Perkins D. D, Willlaai 
Robinson, Benjamin Tmmfcull, D. D. Matthew Koyes, Joseph 
Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David Ely, D. IX Moses CL 
Welch, D. D« Samuel J. Mills, Lyman Beeeher, Frederic Wt 
Hotchkis8».and Nathan WUliams, D. D. 

The following persons were chosen receivers of money intlieir 
^▼eral Associations, for tiie Treasury of the General Association 
viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowlani, William Robinson, Sam* 
net Merwin, Timothy P. Gillet, Samuel Nott, Roswel R, Swai^ 
Elijah Waterman, Ludovicus Weld, Charles Prentisi^ Joshnn 
Williams, David D. Field, and Ephrahn T. WoodrnlT. 

The Ilev. Daniel Snutk was appointed to prtech the Cmcia ad 
Ckrtan, at t(p commencement in New Haven> In September next. 

VoUd^ That the Rev. Abel Flint l>e requested to superintend 
the printing of the Minutes of this Association ; and the sum of 
ten dollars be allowed him for his services as TreaftOrer, and Car au« 
^rintending the printing and disfaribution of the Minutes. 

TuuasDAT, June dd. 

Tiie Committee, to whom were referred the communlcationa 
from the respective Associations, " relative to the expediency of 
requiring persons to study divinity a definite time, &G,'* made a 
report, whereupon, 

Rtsolved, I . That it be recommended, to the several district 
Associations, that they require, in all ordinary cases, of students 
in l*heology, previous to an examination for license to preach the 
gospel, at least two years study of Theology, with some competent 
pivate instructori or at some theological sem^inary in the Uni- 
ted States. 
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tU$ohei, 9. That 0lii^Dts in Tbeolb^ be under the care of 
•wniie partieular Association, whilst attending to their theological 
studies, whose recommendation shall be deemed necessary to qual- 
ify them to t>e eicamlned and li^nsed by any other Associatiou 
than that under whose care they are placed. 

The Committee, ajipointed ^' to report on the propriety of re- 
eommendin^ a uniformity in our Churches, respectinf^ the time 
of communion, dzc." — ^made a report which was accepted as 
follows: 

In the opinion of your Committee, it is de8irak>le lo have a 

concert in the Churches, as to the celebration of Christ iao 

'ordinances, and special seasons foi; prayer ; as such concert seema 

calculated to increase the b^efits of Christian fellowship, and that 

fervency of devotion which gives efficacy to prayer. 

Tour Committee are also of the opinion, that it is practicable 
to introduce such a concert among the churches. They are con- 
firmed in this opinion, by the information, that a concert, of the 
nature referred to, already exists in severd districts within the 
limits of this Body, and, if adopted, would not interfere material- 
ly with the convenience of the Churches whose practice is differ- 
cst. 

Upon this report, the Association passed the followini; resolves: 

1. That it l>e recommended to the district Associations to use 
their endeavors, in their respective Churches, to have their sea- 
aom of communion, at least once in two months, tii. on the first 
Salibath of January, March, May, July, September, and Novem- 
ber. 

9. That it be recommended to the several Associations to ap- 
point their lecturesi preparatory to communion, on the Friday 
next preceding the Sabbath on which the sacrament of the Lord's 
Bupper is to be administered, at d oViock, T. M. 

a: That it be recommended to the several Associations to ap- 
point a special season for prayer, in their respective Churches, to 
lie attended at the same time, viir. immediately succeeding the ex- 
crdses of public worship, on the day of each preparatory lecture^ 
that the united prayers of the whole Church, within our limiU» 
may ascend to the throne of grace for the contmual and extensive 
out pourings of the Holy Spirit upon our several Churches and 
Congregations, and for the ftMSBtowment of spiritual blessinfp upoD 
the lambs of the flock. • 

4. That it be recommended that' all, but especially baptized 
children be present at such lectures and concerts for prayer. 

The Committee, to whom was referred the recommendation of 
the laat General Association, respecting the appointment of a 
standing Committee in each district Association, &c made a re* 
port, whereupon, 

VaitiL, That Che several Associations, which have not already 
rxpressed their compliance with the recommendation of the 
iseneral Association, on the subject of appointing a standing Com- 

2 
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■iHfiee, to wbbm it shM be the diitf of vnsetired mifiiirteift imdl 
candidates to apt^lj for advioe previous lo preaching U> vacaiill 
Churches within their respective limiiB, be revested to coniiniji- 
oicdte their opinious on this sabjcGt to the next General Aasoeia* 
lion. 

The '* Conunittee of investif^ation and correspondence, on the 
subject of morals pceneralty, and especially on the observalion af 
the Christian ^hbath," exhibiled a report whereupon the follow* 
log Address to the Churches was adopted, and the subsequeoft 
iresolutious passed : 

Thk Gcnend Association of the State of Connecticttt, having made- 
^nouiry rest)ecting the state of morals within their limits, and particii- 
iarly witli i-espect to the obaervation of the Salibath» have riecetved such 
informatioh as constraiTiJt them to address the Churches and Congrega* 
tions under their care upon the subject 

The Sabbath, in the opinion of this body, is the fbundatinn on which 
may be said to rest all our blessings civil and religious ; the principal 
means of preservinj^ in the world the worship of God, and even tlie know- 
ledge of (^od and salvation ; and the only effectual means of preserving 
in society ^at knowledge and virtue which are indiigpenaabte to theveiy 
existence of our civil institutions* 
«• 

Widi these views of the Christian Sabbath, this Association .regard* 
with sensations of anxiety and alarm, the gross violations of that day 
which pervade this nation ; and which, until recently* have been year^ 
mcreaslug in this StaAe. 

Among the violations of the Sabbatli, prevalent in this State, they have 
to rtffret the very common practice of extending the labors qli the week, 
into the evening 'precedmg tne Sabbath ; which is generally held to be tlie 
commencement of holy time :-^llie prosecution of oommerctal-and other 
•'worldly business on the Sabbath,such asthe transportation of the ^ki]8y and 
the distribution of papers and letters,— the transportation of goods,-— the 
preparation of sea vessels and coasters with a special desl^ that they 
leave port on the Sabbath :— The commencement of joomics on that day, 
'or wUn^tho intention that the Sabbath shall be inchided in thmr course: 
—The prosecution of the fisherie* in some of oar rivers,-^and Of mamud 
.labor in the field, — besides the miscethmeous proveoaiioos of ridhig, qr 
walking, or saMiug out for fdeaaure on that day. 

So extended are these and other violations of theSabbatls, in many porta 
of this nation, and so inveterate by long impunity, that no efficient, nm- 
versai reniec^ can |>ertiap6 be immediately applied- 
It is only by increasing the vigor of the sounder parts, that vigor may at 
length be extended to the whole body* 

It b tlie opinion of manv, in other parts of the land, that the inliabtt- 
lants of this State possess the best advantages to be found in the nation far 
.i^esisting encroachments upon the Sabi^atli ; and that if Connecticut caa 
not preserve her Sabbaths from violation, the efibrt must be deemed 
hopeless.. ^ 

But even m tiiis State the habit of violating the Sabbath is still so ej^- 
tensive, and prevails iwith such impunity ; and tke public sentiment ia 
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«Kherft> paralheit, or so enirsted in fiivor of the sin ; and (fee pressom 
frcfOk without is so great, that this Association do solemnly believe, that 
unkssa more extended and vigorous effort be speedily made, by t)ie 
fHends of morality and civil order, to invic;orate the laws and put an end 
to the violiEitions of that day ; the evil xf'uX advance, till itM demoralizing 
influence, and the. judgments of Goid will overwhelm our inval* 
aaUe histitritions^ or reduce us to miseries great as our wickedness* 
WiUi these convicdons they do soleinnly caU up<Ki the Churches in this 
^tate, and upon every friend of the Sabbath, and of the law$ and institu* 
tions of this State, to awake, without delay, and unite for purposes of 
«!tf<preservation. Let^no man deceive himself, and qniet his tears by 
antiCi{>ating a spontancxnis neformation, or the unobstructed prrv^i'ess of 
the evil without the destruction of all we hold dear. The laws ofnature 
fRQSt be attended, and all past experience belied, if violations, of the Sab- 
bath do not beget increasing violations, and these increasing moral de- 
pravation ; and the maxims of divine government must be changed, if 
the Must High do not visit a people so mstinguished by his mlrcles, nhd 
» criminal as we shall render ourselves liy casting oiThis fear, and tread- 
ing underfoot his holy institutions. This, therefore, is tlie question which 
we submit to our Churches, and Congregations. Shall we give up the 
^ftbbftth to profanation, and relinqui& its immemorial, blessings to the 
State, in excnange for the depravation and punishment which must fol- 
low ; or diall we now reform, and unite to rescue the day fi^om profana- 
tion, and perpetuate its immsnities with the attendant smiles of heaven ? 

The Association would here acknowledge, with gratitude to God, that 
the profanation of the Sabbath has been regarded by the friends of rea- 
son, and civil order in this State the past year, with unusual solicitudey 
and that A8aociatioo& have been formea, by the respectable inhabitants of 
many towns, to prevent the violation of that dav« and that to a considera^ 
bic extent, informing officers and magistrates, supported by the public 
atotiment, have checked the grosser violations of the9abb|ah by the 
Ihhhftii executions of the laws. 

The evit, iMwever, in the opinion of the Associatkin is only checked* 
4iot eradicated. A be^nnin|^ has been made sufficiently auspicious to . 
justify the confident expectauon of success from presevefiogv and moie 
extended efibrts, and to render us mexcusitble if we dQ not make them. 

• 

In this view, the Assocmtion indulge the hope that in every Congrega- 
tkn in the State, the IHends of the Sabbath and correct morals wiii, in 
some manner, combine thdr influence and their exertions to accomplish 
a reformatian so imperatively demanded, so auspictoOsly begun, and, if 
Mrsisted In, so unquestionabiv destined to receive the apjyrobation, and 
w flawed with the blessing ot heaven. 

They particularly exhoit and mtreat the Churches, and Congregations 
under their care, by all the inestimable blessings of the Sabbath, for tinoe 
and eternity, ^at mey cease personally from a violation of that holy day^ 
that they so remember the Sabbath as to anticipate its weekly return, and 
be prepared to dose their labor at the commencement of holy time ; that 
they commence, and prosecute their joundes \Vith a conscientious re- 
cognition of the sanctity of the Sabbath, and an inviolable resolution, that 
ix> eooaderation of convenience, or gain, shall tempt them to encroach 
tipon that day of rest ; tliat in the family the evening i>recedlQjg the 
Sabbath day be devoted to prayer, and to the religious instruction df 
children and domestics; and the .day itself to religious instruction and 
the social worship of God in the 'family and- the sanctuary ; that social 
~- QQ the SabbHth be forborne, and that children and domestics be 
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restrained from wandering abroad, and froih levity; and vain annise* 
noents at home. 

We respectfully intreat the informing oflicers and magistrates in our 
Churches and Congregations, mindful of their high designation 1^ th& 
God of heaven for the very thii^, and of the oath otGOD which is upon 
them, that they do not bear the sword in vain. And we would suggest 
to the people under our care, whettxr a greater violadon of the tree- 
man's oatn can be easily conceived than that Which clothes with official 
Sower, men whose example or palpable neglecl of offic^ duty goes to 
estroy an institntion so nindamentkl to the civil welfare of die State^as 
the Christian Sabbath. 

With sensations of peculiar satisfaction we announce to the Churches 
the commencement ot an effint to nnhe Christians of all denominations 
to rescue the Sabbath from prbfanation, and that petitions, from every 
part of tife nation, will prcd»ably be addressed to the Congress of the 
^United States, at their next session, prayii^ that the transport^ion and 
opening of the Mail on the Sabbath aay may be hereafter entirely dis* 
continued. And that tins body may contribute to promote the sactifica* 
tion of the Sabbath by every practicsd method. 

ReBohed^ That It be recommended to the ministers of the district As- 
sociations, that tiie travellfng occasioned by theexcltangd of mtiusterial 
labors be not performed on me Sabbath day, except in cases of s]ietiai 
necessity. 

R^%otped^ That it be recommended to the minlstersW the district As* 
aociatiorfs, that they preach repeatedly to the cong^regatioiis under their 
care, upon the importance of sanctifymg the Christian Sabbath* 

Peaohedf That those labours in the field which have been increasing 
' in this state for years ^ast, such as taking up hay and grain, and varioda 
others, are not in the opinion of thb body, works (n necessity ; and that no 
labor on the Sabbath can be deemed such, but that which is demanded to 
save property from immediate destruction, by fire or inundation, or othetf 
perils equally inevitable ; and that even in ^ome cases it would be expe* 
dient rather to suffer loss than to set an example which would be pleaded 
as a pretext for real and extended violations of the Sabbath. 

Revived, That it be recommended to dte members of our Churches 
and Congp-egations, that they neither carry letters to the post-olTxes, nor 
receive letters or papers therefrom, on the Lord's day ; a»wi to the 
churches particularly, that tliey exercise a faithful watch, and maintain 
an efficient discipline, that no violations of the Sabbath,, by professors of 
religion, may evade their Christian vigilance and animad version. 

« 

Rrsohed, That this Association do highly approve the. measures adopit 
ed by the General Assembly of the Pi-ebbytrnan Church, at their late 
session, to unite their own churches, and to invite the co-operation of all 
religious denommations, in one great exertion to rescue the Sabbath from 
national pTofanation ; and that tnis Association will chee^'ully co-c^ratc 
in this design* 

Therefore, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare a 
respectful petition to Congress, praying that the stated transportation and 
opening of the Mail on the Sabbath may be hereafter discontinued j an^ 
that a committee of corresjjondence be also appointed to confer witli other 
committees of correspondence, aixi to solicli the co-operation of oUier re- 
ligious denominations in this state. 



Metohwif lliat the Rev. Me«sre. Abel F^nt, Samuel Goodrich, Cal- 
yin Cjiapin, and Koati Porter be a Committee, lo print and forwai^, to 
the receiver qi money in each Association, copies of the address 

to the churches and the petition to Congress ; and that the receivers of 
money be I'equested to distribute without delay to each congregation in 
their limits, the address and petition ; and that they be agents to receive 
' wain the petitions when subsciibed, and cause them to be forwarded to 



Meeohfed^ lliat it be earnestly recomroetided to the ministers an<I 
churches in the district Associations, and to all the ftiends of religious 
order, that by every proper exertion they promote the circulation ot the 
petitions to Congress, ana the enrolment of names. ^ 

^^ • 

jRewlved, That the delegation to Congress from this state, be inspect- 
fiiUy jieqnested, by this body, to receive the petitions from the several 
agents, -and cause them to be presented to Congress, in cotmectiou with 
«milar petitions iiom' other parts of this nation. 

Re^K^edt That it be recommended that the preceding address and 
resohitions, be read on tlie Sabbath, in all the cpngi'egations under the 

eare of this body. 

• 

VtOci^ That Messrs. Lewis i^d Whittlesey be a Comraittee to 
prepare a respectful petUion to Congress^ praying thai the stated 
transportation and opening of the Mailo^ the Sabbath may be 
hereafter diacooiinued. 

The Committee named in the preceding vote, reported the form 
of a petition which was accepted, as follows : 

The Subscribers, Inhabitants of the town <rf ' in the state 

of beg leave respectfully to represent to the Congress 

of the United SCates, that, in their apprehension, the transportation and 
opening of the Mail on the Sabbath, is injurious to the morals and civil 
welfare of this nation. They do therefore pray, that such arrangements 
tnay be made, as shall prevent the continuatncc of this evil. In illustra- 
tion of their views on tliis subject, thev beg leave to state, that the Sab- 
bath according to their beliet. is an Ordinance of God, mstituted fi-om 
the beginning of the world, and always regarded by believers in revela- 
tion, ^a blessing Indispensable to the well being of mankind, both m the 
present life, and xbaX which is to come. 

That the Christian Religion, which enjoins the observance of the Sab- 
bath, is the Teligion generally professed by the people of this nauon : and 
that the I^ws <tf many of the States, do expressly prohibit such profana- 
tion of the Sabbath, as is implied in the ti-ansportation of the Mail.— 
That the rest which the Sabbath provides, is due to the uifenor Creation, 
oo the ground of humanity, and to man himself on the ground both ot 
humanity and policy. That the Sabbath contributes to increase the 
amount of productive labor, to promote science, civihzation, p^ace, so- 
cial order, and correct morality ; inasmuch as it convenes the prnjula- • 
tioo of a nation one day in seven to hear the best moral precepts, enforced 
hv the roost powerful motives ; and as it restrains mankind from those 
yWcs which destroy property, health, reputation, intellect, domestic 
peace, and national integrity and industry ; thus preventing that igno- 
TOJce and profligacy, which tend to reduce the body of the people to ijov- 
erty and slavery, by throwing Cie property and power of the nation uito 
the hwuis of a &w. 
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' Wc cannot btit c^Merve al9o,11iat the Sabbath hasbegi the princrpaS 
fueans of upholding in the world, the knowledge of GOO and sahratioa, 
4iiid of preserving Rations from the darkness aiid miseries of Iddatry. 

We are accustatned to consider also, that,' our prosperity as a nation, 
depends upon the smiles of Heaven ; aftd that tlie prc&iiation of the 
Sabbath is calculated to awaken the dis|deasiire nf Grodl, and bring down 
his judgments. With these views of the Sabbath, your petitioners ars 
constramed to contemplate the transportation and opening of the Mail am 
that day, with deep re^;ret, as the great effects of tne Sabbath, are evi- 
dently defeated by these means, in respect to the muhitude of persons;, 
who, are withdra^ from its salutaiy instructions and restraints —to 
•which evil we wo^la add, the powerful influence upon the community^ 
cf an example so inaos|Mcious, so constantly occuring, so widdy extended 
and sanctioiied by so high authority. 

We must add likewise that the transportatici and opening of the Mafl 
«n the Sabbath is, in many places, a paniMhitaruptlan to the soleranitiea 
dT public worship* 

Your Fedtioners are aware, that works of nec e ssl ^ and mercy, are 
Qot incompatible with the sanctificadon of the Sabbatn r hut as Goven^ 
tnent may, and actually do, employ expresses, in cases which reouire 
special expeclidon, we cannot but consider the stated traiisportatifin %t the 
Mail, oa the Sabbath, to be iioneceaBaiy, anda pro&natiaiiof thatHOLY 
DAY. ♦ 

Fele^ That the former *< CommHtee of invest%ation and coiw 
respoodeoce, &c" be a Committee -of correspondence to solicit th^ 
co-operation of other religioiu denominaUonB in the «tate, witk 
ffespect to the above petition* 

VoUd^ That it be recommended to the several congregational 
ministers, in this stitte, to procure an exact enumeration of the 
siunber of families in their respective congregations, and to make 
a return of the numbera to the next Genenl Association. 

The Committee appointed ^ to prepare a summary account &f 
the state of religion, Aic/' made a report which was accepted aa 
Ibliows : 

I'he Committee^ afipointed to rcfiort concerning the Mtate of reBgiom 
mthin the limitt of the General Meodettton^ and the ChiAxhee in am* 
flection with ue, beg leave to ^tate^ 

That from the account given by Hartford Nor^ Association, It ap- 
pears that tliey have 19 churches 5 of which "are vacant The churches 
are harmonious. No new errors have disturbed dieir peace the past 
vear. Upon the city of Hartford, the ftrst and second societies ii>Ea9t 
bartfbrd, and upon the society in Simsbury, the Spirit of God has de^ 
^cended in copious cflfusions. The attention to religion ia these several 
places still continues. 

The Association of Hartford South reported, that they consist of 13 
churches, 1 vacant In Wethersfield an attcntton to the great concerns 
of the soul has extended generally over the society, many have hopefully 
^en brought into the kingdom, and many are yet maiung the anxious 
inquiry, *' VVhat shall I do to be saved ^ 
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The Associatloii of New Haven West reported, that^h^ caisist of ^ 
churches, 3 of which are vacant They .lament that during the last year 
tiiere has been no general revival of religion in any of their churclies^ 
Ka^mesd in the pursuit of temporal thifigs is apparent among them, 
while the midtitude are asleep with req;>ect to their immortal mterest. ^ 
Tec there are some things to comfort the friends of Zion* Worshipping 
aasemblles are as full as usual, and in some societies individucds have been^ 
awaJEeoed and hopefully converted to God. . 

Thedelc^tesof Xew Haven East Assodation reported, that they con- 
sist of IS churches, 1 of which is vacant The churches are generally 
harmoniousi and no new heresies or, errors have (>revailQd« AlUiougn 
tliey have to lameiit a declension of seal in those societies, where* within 
a Kw years past, revival^ have e xisted, yet much precious fruit of dioib^ 
re:vivais remains. Religious conferences ara frequent, in most of the so- 
cieties, and special meetinp for prayer are attended in several ofdheifi. 
A number of Moral Societies ha^ been formed for the suppression of 
immoraUties— particularly Sabbath 'breakinis, intemperance, aiidprolatiB 
swearing,; whose exertions have, ia many instances, been attended witb 
bearable success. 

The Association of Faidield West reported, that they consist of t5 

churches, 4 of which are vacant There has been no extensive revival 

.0^ religion withiQ their hinits the past year, but a more than ordmary at- 

.lentioo to the preached word. Pray^r-meetingahave been generally well 

attended, and pastoral vi^ta well received. 

The AsBociatioiv of Fair6e}d East reported, that thejr oonsiat of 13 
churches, 4 of which are vacant An attention to. Christian disciplire in 
particular. churches has been followed by the most happy effects; it has 
awakened a spirit of brotherly love, and a spirit of praver. The state of 
religion now, \% is thought, is more favoraUe than at the last meeting if 
Ibe General AsBodatiaiiL 

The delegates of the Association of New Londeh reported, that tlie^r 
eonast of 17 chuches,of which 3 are vacant ; that the churches aie> 
in peace, and thai generally there has been a usual attention to the minis- 
tration cl[ the word ; that pleading revivals have been experienced in a 
Ibw places ; and that although the profonation of the Sabbath, and the 
intemperate use of spiritous liquors have been prevalent, yet exertions' 
have beon made, which have eviclratly been efl^pacious, in checking these 
immoralities. 

Jhe delegates from the Association of Middlesex reported, that thcjr 
GoosiflC of 16 churches, 3 of which are vacant ; that in ^neral there is a 
good dqnee of harmony and peace among them. That there has been» 
luring uie year past a special attention to religion in some places and 
acnne additions to the churches. That recent instances of awakening 
have taken place, which have had a happy influence on the state of mor- 
als. Greater attention to the Sabbath is paid tlian formerly. Exertioaa 
are made in some places to suppress vice, and to promote morality. 

The delegates fom the Association of Tolland reported, that they con* 
sist of 15 churches* They have to lament, that stupidity, and htdife*- 
cnce to the things of religion, are too prevalent among them, and but few 
additions to the churches have taken place the present year. But they 
thiid: there is an increasing attenttotr to the Sabbath and to the in^titutiona 
«f the gospel Moral Societies are forming for the suppression of vice 
which nave been productive of gpod e(&ct!i. There, have been revivals 
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^n dome places. At North Coventry the wdrk has been ^preat^^^ST w^ 
added to the churcli in one day. 

The delegates from Windham Original Association reported, that thef 
consist 1^ 20 'Churches, of which 3 are vacant ; that m many uf their 
societies, particularly in Ashibrd, Thompson, and KiUingly there have 
bec«i very refreshing siiowers of divine grace, which have produced con- 
siderable additions to the churches, and diat geoeraliy withm their llmfta^ 
there are favorable appearances with r^ard to a reformation of morals. 

llie Association of litchfield ^orth reported, that they conust of 19 

churches, • 4 of which are vacant. In Goshen, Novth Canaan, and 

Torrington there have been revivals the past year ; twt they have not 

been extensive. The churches are generally walking in the order of the 

'gospel. 

The delegates from Litchfield South reported, that they consist of 16 
churches. 3 <^ which are vacant. Successful efibrts have been made 
the past year within their limits, for the suppression of \*ice, and the 
state of morals in many places has been improved. Tliere haa been an 
uncommon atDention to religion in Litchfield,, South Farms and NAlton : 
the good woi4l is still progressing. 

On the whole, the cause of godliness in our slate is, as we believe, ad- 
vancing, llie General Association are haf^y to best that the borders 
«f Zion have been enlarged ; 4hat successful effbrts have been mt^ ftr 
the suppression of vice, and that many, places have experience a time 
of Vefi^iing from the presence of tlie Loi-d. The snnles of divine pro* 
vidence upon measures that have been taken the past year, for the sup- 
pression of the sins of intemperance and Sabbath bresUtin^ in particular, 
are an encouragement to inci*eased and persevering eflbrts. Much has 
been done, yet much remains to Ije donob The observance of the Sabbath 
and the preservation of our moral and religtoos institutions are insepara- 
bly uniteid. That the Sabj>ath.is still profaned among us, by journeying, 
and by unnecessary labor, should fill ns with fearful apprehenstoa^— 
•' Shall I not visit for diese things, saith the LORD ?'» These violations 
r>f tlie Sabbath call upon the ministers of Christ and others, to arise, and 
with Christian prudence to contend widi the transgressors of the hnly 
'commandment, saving, '* What evil thing is this Uiat ye do, and pro- 
fane the Sabbath day, and bring more wrath upon Israd f* 

The power and the grace of God,- signally manifested in revivals^ 
di(1l>reY)t places, call for (tur united tribute of praise to the giver of every 

' giKxl gift. Hie LORD lias turned *« the hearts of the fathers to the chit- 
cf rcn, and the liearts (^ the children to their fathers.'* The friends df 

• Zion are ready to sav, it is the I/)RD's doing, it is marvellous in oar 
eyes. Hovr precious the souls redeemed from the power of sin { How 
high their privilege, to trust and praise him who has guided their fieet in- 
to the way everlasting ! I^t the lollowers of Jesus unite their petitions to 
the throne of grace for more copious effusions of the Spirit, and that God 
woaki build the waste places of Zton. . Are there no flocks scattered as 
sheep witliout a shepherd ? Where the gospel is statedly preadied, are 
there not many who forsake the assembling of them^ves to^Hher : , 
many, who, though thev profess to know the truUii '* obey not the gospel 

' «f our LORD Jesus Christ ^ 

From the General Assembly of the Pi*esbvterian Church we team 
that although coldness and indiflerence ai-c still too prevalent in some 
places, yet Uiat i^ oihersy Uiere have. been pleasing, revivals of rdigi<m 
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caxiK of relinoQ and morality has-been ngnaUy advanced the year pa^ 
Noiwithstanaing all the sin and wretchediieas ^ our world ; the pa^t 
year h^ beefn a vear of joy toour chbrcbcfs. Itkfeljdrd semstohave 
coMe ocft of Iflspmce, to red^em'2Si(m ioith^giheht9^ vM/ier'cohvertk 
wifMHgAieouMesBJ^ iildieeMahlishiDent ofaTbeolosk»lSeteittar)r4t 
Prmceton. an important step has beeh taken tqwai!ds<u(|>]gringtatitme 
llodu with paslors. 
• ■ . . ■ ' ' 

tt appears that m Vermop't, ihere have beeh unhappy dividons in 
tfMAe chcfrch^ ; bttt thfe friends df 2ion a(re en'cburd^w^lfh ih& hd^ 
that aspirh of harmony is r^min|. ThM ii 4 bapj^ytaildtaicf ^l^ti^ 
ment among the ministers. The Bible Society in that state is hi a ilour* 
iHiit^cdwfiiion. MMd^oisietieiaz^fofinttg^itenfe places In Pliw- 
let and Bridgeport, there have been extensive revivsds of religion the yM; 
l^ast. 

We leanv frort thie Gcneitfl A^a d d a lluti df Massachusetts, thatth^t^ 
liave been revivals of reUgion in some pnurts of the state, and particularly 
in the western counties* Moral Societies have been formed in various 
plai^ and have been suecessM in thck eflbrts fi;nr the supprnsian dTvice. 

In New-Hampshire the ways of Zion mourn* Some parts of that 
state have been convulsed by errors and heresies, yet tiie churches are 
not without indications of the presence of the Holy Spirit. Sectarian in- 
floence is on the decline, and there b an uncommon iB|iirit of prayer 
mmaog many ministers and private Christians. 

May the ministers of Christ every where engage with renewed zeal in 
<ie service of their LORD, andmayChnstJesusbyhisSf^rit^goftMrth 
Iran cxxiquering to conquer. 

V&iei, To dispense with the Sichedule Che ensuing year, as direct- 
ed to be made out by the last General Association. 

List of unsettled ministers in the state, and of licentiates from 
die several Associations^ viz. OfunseUUdtmbiisUrs^ Rev. Messrs. 
David Avery^ Mansfield ; Simon Backiu» Bridgeport $ David fia* 
COD, Cheshire ; Daniel C. Banks, Fairfield ; Jonathan Bartlett, 
ReadSng; Oershom Bulldey, Middletown ; Amos Chase, Litcli- 
field^ Aaron Cleveland, I^orwich; Abraham Fowler, Salem; 
Josiah Hawea, Warreni Oliver Hitchcock, Cheshire; Calvin 
loH^s, Stafford ; Ainasa Jerome, New-Hartford ; Gordon John- 
aon, Kiiliogly; WilHam Lockwood, Glastenbury; William F. 
Hiller, Windsor; John Noyes, Weston ; Daniel Parker, Sharon ; 
Samuel StebbinSi Simsbury ; Stephen W. Stebbinsy East-Haven ; 
Samuel Sturges, Danbury ; John Taylor, Enfield ; Joseph Treat, 
JNTew-Milford ; Daniel Waldo, Suffield; Elijah G. Welles, Kew- 
IlarUbrd. OfUcenstd candidaUs^ Messrs. Samuel Backus^ Canter- 
bury ; Daniel Banks, Weston ; Solomon Brown, Litchfield ; George 
Chandler, Middletown ; Matthew R. Dutton, New Haven ; 
Israel Ely, Sharon ; Cornelius B, Everest, Cornwall ; Asahel 
Gaylord, Norfolk ; 'Francis King, Vernon ; John JLangdon, New- 
Ma ven; Jonathan Ice» Salieburjr ; Amud Linslejr, Braoforl ; ' 

3 



IS 

JobD Mtrsb, Juo. WetheniUldi Alfred Miichel,' Wetheirfleld { 
Joseph Mix, New-AavcD ; Asahel KeUleton, KiUingwoKh ; NsLn 
than S. Bead« Kew-Haven; Royal Hobbios, Wetdenfield ; 
Boberl C. Robbiiii» Colchesler ; Francis L. Robbiiis, Norfolk ; 
David A« Sherman. New-Haven $ Heaekiah G. Ufford, StraU 
fofd f Cyras Yale, l^ee, 

VoUi, That the next meeting of t|he General Association be at 
Danbiuy, at theliouse of the Rev. William Andrews, the thicd 
Tuesday of June, 181^, at 1 1 o'clock, A. M. 

After a prayer by the Ber. John Johnstone, adjourned, mv 



HENRT A. ROWLANH > «.. 
DAN HUNTIKGXON, J^^**»^^ 
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^ccimfiio/Jl^niyrieeip^byiheTreasurtrofihe dneral As'socb^ 
turn of CannecUcuty'frmn June !» i^iZ^toJuiy 1, 1814. 



Received from ueverol Churehea. 



Hartlbrq, North, - - - 

East-Hartford, first, - - 
Oranb^, SaloKin-Brook, - - 
FanniDgton. first, • . - 
MarlborQugn, - - - - - 
Windsor* t&Bt, - - - - 
Wintonbury, • - 
New-Haven, first, - - . 
United Society, 
Derby, Great-Hill, - - - 
East-Haven, -'- - - - 

MiHoitl, First, 

Second, - - - - 

North. 

New-London,- - - - - 
Buzrah* - - - ^ • • - 
Colcbester, first, - ^ - • 
. West^Chester ^ 

New-Salem» - 
Franklin, .,---- 
Lyme, firsti - - - . - 
Montvi11& -.,.-.. 
Preston, first. 



B6 00 
2 00 
2 00 
1 

4 
1 
7 
2 

4 
4 
1 
2 



31 
00 
50 
00 
40 
00 
00 
00 
00 

2 83 

3 19 

4 50 
5.00 
2 05 



I, first, - - • • - 
Green'sFarm, - 
Danbuf^, --.-•- 
Greenwich, West, - - - 
Huntington, Riptoui - • - 
New-Canaan, - - - » 

Norwalk,' 

Reading ----.. 
Stamfbixl, first, • - . - 
North, - ,- - 
Middlesex, * • •» 
Stanwich, - - 
Stratford, Bridgeport, - - 
Cantertmry, fint, , - - * 
Hampton, ••-••- 
Ldwnon, -first, • • * - 
Mansfield, North, - - - - 
Pomfret, AUngtoo, • « - 
Woodstock, fim, * - * - 



3 
3 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
4 
2 
3 
3 
1 
4 
6 
3 
5 



00 
02 
00 
00 
00 
50 
18 
30 
83 
00 
00 
75 
88 
00 
00 
00 



3 50 



2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

1 



00 
72 
00 
60 
00 
03 
50 
00 
25 



Woodstock, West, - - - l 00 

Utchfield, first, - - - - 3 00 

Barkhcmpsted, first, - - 1 07 

Winst^d, - 1 50 

Ncw-MiUbrd, first, - • - 3 00 

Sharon, first, - - - - - 5 00 

Washington, first, - - - ^3 00 

Winchester, ----- 1 50 

Haddara, 125 

Chatham, Middle Haddatn, 3 00 
Durham, -------i50 

East-Haddam, first, - - - 4 29 

Millingtnn, - 3 00 

Killingworth, North, - - 2 00 

Saybraok, first, *----> 1 92. 

Pettipaug, - - 4 00 

Westbrook, - - 1 00 

Bdton, •-.*--. 2 60 

Coventry, first, - - - - - 1 50 

» North, - -- - . .2 00 

Andover, - - - 2 00 

Stafford, first, 75 

West, 65 

Total from Chorchea 8171 37 

Frmn teveraijtssociatiotu and from 
indtviduala^ viz- 

Hartford North Association, g2 00 

South, Da - - 12 00 

New-Iiondon, Da - - 8 50- 

Fairfield, West, Da - - 7 OO 

East, Da - - - 4 00 

Litchfidd,North, Da - - . 10 74 

Hpv, Joseph Vftill, - - - 50 

» Achdles Mansfield, f- SOl 

Joel West, - - - - 50 

Aaron Dutton, - - - i oO 

Medad Rogers, - - - 50 

Jehu Clark,- - - - 50 

' Bela Kellogg, - - - 50 

A Friend, ------ 025 

Amount of Receipts, 8219 86 



fiO 

t>Ukarsemi9dsijftkitriahtrerfrmnJmie 1^1819,(0 Jufy i, Ifili* 

tuiddistriiMitioQaf 
- - - ^ g3 09 

- 16 33 
37 

- 11 20 

16 oa 

4 80 
14 OQ 

^ IS 160 
17 20 

■ *■ I li I I 1^ 



the Minutes of 1B13, ^ . . . . . 

Printing Minutes of 1813, 

Transportation of Minutes of General Assembty, • 
Paid Rev. Jonathan Mi^^^v Debate to Vemxmtf 

Rev. Henry A. Rowiaiid, Do. New-flampshir^ 
Rev. Noati Porter. Da Massachusetts, 

Rev. D.I* Perry, Do. Do. - - 

Rev. Daniel Crocker, Da Vermont, 
Rev* Lyman Beecberi , Do, Philadelphia* 



Amount ol disburaement^y j^96 50 



G€9ur4A StaiemerU. 

Balancennhand, lone 1,1813, - - ^ .. 
Receipts as above, fn» Juae 1, 1818, to loly 1, 1814, - 



DisbarsementB as above, » 
Balance on hand, July 1, 1814, 



815 5r 
- 219 8« 

S2SS 43 
96 5a 



BAftTTORO, July I. I$14b 



8138 9S 

ABEIi ELmT> Trttumtr. 



C^.' . ^iC^* /, /?^ 



PROCEEDINGS 



OF TH£ 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION 



OP 



CONNECTICUT, 



niNE, 1815. 



tETBR &• OUUBOff aVd'oO* PftlHTEltflt 

1815. 



PROCEEDINGS 



OPTBB 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION, 



jH « ifiieftmr ^ fl^ Gtnml AssodaiMn ^ C&muelieid, of Doniif* 
rtf, the tkhrd Tuisimf rf June, A. D. 18U.- FireKnl, 



HeT. Metm* 

Shubael Bartiet^ 
AlleD MXean, 

Samnel Goodrich, 
EberL. dark, 

Stephen Dodd, 
lAkeWood, 



F. Yafll, 
CSuries Atwater, 

Horatio Waldo^ 
XjeFiNeboii, 

Isaac Lewia, D. D. 
Daniel Smith, 

Jonathan Bardeti; 
Ettjah Waterman, 

Alvan Undenrood, 

Alexander Oillet 
Timothy Stone, 

TTriel Oridlej, 
Samuel Whitaesey, 

Frederic W. Hotchhias, 
lAthrop Rockwell, 

Amos Baasett, 
AmellTaali, 



Fn»a 

Hartford North Aandatkni 

Hartford South 

New Haven Weal 

New ttaven Eart 

New London 

Fairfield West 

Fairfield Eait 
Windham Orif^nal 
Litchfield North 

latchfield Soath 

Middleaez 

Tolland 



Junes BiicliaB&ii, ) From the Creneral Anembly of 

Daniel A. Clarke, > the Preaby terias Chinch in the 

William Boardman, } United SUtei. 

Nathan Perkins, } From the General Assodatioii of 

James W. TaeM^ 1 llsMbiiUi^tto Proper. 

^, r» i From the General Association oi 

Moses Sawyer, J New Hampshire, 



The Rev. Samuel Whittlesey was chosen Scribe ; the Rev. 
Daniel Smith ModeiBtor ^ nd Hit Rer. Hteatto WMo^ Assistant 
Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read, and the Association 
was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

The Rev. Messis. Goodrich, BasMt^ Perkins, Clarke, and 
Hotchkiss were appointed a Committee of overtnrvi^ w^oi«portod 
the orfltf ot* W w^is. wliich report was accepled. 

The Trustees of the Missibnary iSodety of Connectkut exhi- 
bited a report of their proceedings the last year, whish was accept- 
ed, and is as folloit^s : 

To thB MMfm»y BM^ tf Ctmeoticvi, to be eoaom^ wi Oonfrtiry, 
onihe third Tuesday €^ Jvnty 181^, iSke TrmUee resfecifidly tubmU 
ihefoUomng repm^, 'Sfiik Meer fiiued narrative end difcmiaUs : 

KEVERENO F ATBMtf AKO BULJHSmif 

The smiles cf heaven are not wiSidrawn from the misrionaiy canse* 
Christ is iblfilUng his merd&l promx^ Exertions to diflusb the lig^t 
of salvation are crowned \n&k 9Mtbs^ Throughihe p)oiis iibeV^ity of 
the people, encouraged by the patronage of their General Assemhiyi the 
temple of the Lord is rising, as the wiMemess disu)p^m 

Tne Trustees observe. With deveotf^ratitude, that our Miffw citizens 
manifest a growing partiality for the benevolent object of the institution. 
Contributions ofiRsred in May,. 1814, lu^e been received. So ffic asMint of 
% 3973 85 1-3,— a sum |;rea^, by sfeVSeral hundred dollars^ than <he cd- 
lecdons of any preceding year. More Missionaries have, ci course, bem 
employed. The total of disbunemcpl^ duringlbe yeaff und^rooiisd««- 
tion, IS $ 6153 96. Vt»Ay ^ SdM liave, conseauently, tfcn eiqpended* 
arising mm interest of the permanent iimd, and irom donatians bestowed 
by individuals. •-.•••- 

For an account of die Missionaries employeo,-— of the regions in which 

they have labored,— ^nd of tb^ir reception and success,— 4&ether with a 

detail of receipts ttnd ^i^ebmtxires, the members cf the Society are re- 

' spectfiiUy referred to the abovemeatioiied narrative and documents. The 

amount of contributions, the present y^r, is not yet aaoertainad. 

The Trustees rc$dicb, v/m tnoltitudes of thwr feHbw ddaensi both in 
the old settlements, and along the bonders of the American wilderness, 
that the king of Zion has, for many years, dilposed the nilens atiid peo- 
ple c^ Connecticut to reach forth ti beneficent hbnd m aid of thbssdutary 
^ work. They, also, rejoice with every mend of the great human feroily, 
in tliat missionary enterprise which h^ arisen in various parts of Chris- 
tendom. " Many are ronning to and fro, and the knowledge of eternal 
life is increasing," 



Tlaey bImGod fbt the ^M^n^i^ anxiliariesaf the mlssionaiy cause, that 
are fboiid in almost countless charitable Societies ; and, especially, for the 
extensive distributian of Bibles, and of moral and religious Tracts. The ' 
ymfiboi testimony, and the living teacher, are not to be disjcfined. Amidst 
Miilkal tuniioll, and revelntians which astonish the worid, the pious eye 
xests upon those sins of afnixMcfaing and widely extended good that are 
•abroad in ^ earta People, in lands illuminated by the sun of right- 
cousness* are viewing, with efficacious sc^citude, the duties they owe to 
joainiQns, ** sittm^ m the re^on and shadow of death." 

Nor are the friends of Chnst to be *' weary in well doing." He directs 
lliat hli ** giMpel be preached to eveiy creature.'* If his commands are a 




of dod may come, and that the will of God may be done on earth as in 
lie^ven ;** and i^ according to an Indissoluble obligation to connect the 
deeds of My charity wkh prayer, he safs t6 us, *' Prepare ye the way of 
tbe Lotd ; make stmight in the desert a highway for our God ;" unques- 
tionably, liie e^rts oThis people, to diffuse the knowledge of salvation 
anaoQg the spintually destitute, will continue to be requireJ, until the pur- 
|>ooes of his ^ce shall be completely accomplished. 

'Tbcfiroimsea of Christ are, likewise, deemed worthy of grateful con- 
lemi^tidit ** The earth shall be ^^</ with the knowledge cf the g^ory 
of die Lord* as the waters cover the sea. There shall be none to make 
afiuid,— none to hurt or destroy. All flesh shall see the salvation of 
God- 

Thett and dmilar promises, abounding in divine revelation, give assu- 
ranoe, ¥hat a great moral change will be produced in the human diarac^ 
ter, the woda throughout. In every jot and tittle, these promises will be 
fulfilled. We know^ however, that their fulfilment will be efiected, not 

5 miracles, nor while hisjiepple do nothing ; but by die instrumentality 
their praters, their charities, and zealous exertions. 
The imssianary institution, with its several auxiliaries, stands forth con- 
s^dooQS, as pre-eminent among the means appointed for the production 
arm ndral chai^ so great and desirable. The Trustees cannot, there- 
fisre, refrain from expressions of a delightfol omfidence, that the people 
of Connecticut will continue to behold the subject in the light both of com- 
jpands and promises,--of duties and encoura^ments. 

Very evident tokens of the divine, approbation have, thus far, attended 
tfMnr pons labors, in this cause of Emmanuel. Thej will, conseqoe«itiy, 
pterceive inviodble motives to perseverance in their prayers, and their 
offieTings for the temporal and everlasting benefit of their *^ kindred 



and 
brethroi according to the flesh." Numerous thousands, who must, other- 
wise, ** perish witn lack of vision," may thus, by tii^ir' means, be instruct- 
ed m that ^ godliness which is profitable for all things, liaving promise of 
llie life that now is, and of that which is to come." 

Tbe Trustees implore the blessing of Christ on the deliberations of the 
Society for the promotion of his cause ; and on the exertions of his people* 
wberever commned for the purpose of ddng good. 

In the name of the Trustees^ 

ABEL FLINT, Secretary, 
Hartfotd,'May 10, 1815. 

The following persoiu were choaeo Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of CoDDecticut, ibr one year from the first WeilneSdaj of 
August next, viz. The Hon. John Treadwell, the Hon. Aaron 
Ansiio, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, Enoch Perkins, Esq, David 
Hale, JEsq. Samuel Pitkin, Esfj. the Key. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, 
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D. D. Samael Nott, Calvin Chapiu, Mom C. Wekb, D. I>. 
Sainu«l Goodrich, and Dao Huntington. 

Andrew Kingsbury, £8q. was chosen Treasnrwr, and the BeF. 
Abel Flint, Auditor, of the Misnonarj Sodety of ConnecUcat, lor 
one year from the fibt Wednesday of August next* 

The account of the Treasurer of the GeneraJ Asioeiation was 
exhibited, and although not audited, on account of the Aoditor*^ 
having removed out of the State, was accepted and approved. 

The Bev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. Cal- 
vin Chapin, Auditor, of the General Association, for the year esh 
suing. 

VcUd, That to morrow, at 3 o'clock P. M. the Association wiB 
attend to an enquiry respecting ^he state of religion within its lim* 
its, and the limits of the several ecclesiastical bodies in its con- 
nection ; and that Messrs. J. Bartlett, Rockwell, Boardm&n, Saw-. 
yer, and Stone be a Committee to prepare an account of the same» 
from the narraUves which shall be given, to be reported to this 
Body. 

The Associati<mal sermon was preadied by the Bev. Uriel 
Gridley, from I^ehemiah vi. 3. 

The Rev. Messrs. John Marsh, D. D. Daniel Smith, and loo- 
aihan Miller were chosen Delegates to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, to convene in Philadelphia, the third 
Thursday of May, 1816; and the Rev. Messrs. Frederic W. 
Hotchkiss, Jonathan Bartlett, and William Robinson irere ap- 
pointed their substitutes. 

The Rev. William L. Strong was chosen Delegate to the Geo- 
eral convention of Vermont, to meet the second Thursday of 
September next ; and the Rev. Maltby Gelston was appointed hm 
substitute. 

The Rev. Messrs. Andrew Elliot and Bennet Tyler were chos- 
en Delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, 
to convene the fourth Tuesday of June, 1816; and the Rev* 
Messrs. Piatt Buflfett, and David D. Field were appointed their 
substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Thomas Robbins and Timothy P. OUIet were 
chosen Delegates to the General Association of New Hampshire^ 
to convene at Keene, the third Tuesday of September next ; and 
the Rev. Messrs. Bezaleel Pinneo and Levi Nebon were appoiot* 
ed their substitutes. 

Vottd^ To attend a prayer meetii^ to morrow morning, at 5 
o'clock, in the meeting house. 

Wrdnesday, June dl« 

V(aed^ That the Rev. Messrs. Waterman, Stone, and Goodrick 
be a CJpmmittee to report to this Body, on the communicationi 
respecting the dismission of ministers. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Basse tt. Nelson, and Buchanan 
be a Committee to report to this Body, on the communicali^HB 
rcppccting a Domestic Missionary Society. 



VeUJj That the Rev. Shabael Bartlett be a Committee to 
coimnanicate to our Delegates to the Pen^ral Asaociation of Mas- 
■achusetta Proper the report of the Committee on the state of 
ffeligfoii. 

The Afliodatlomi w^ich had not before ^ expressed their com- 
fKaoce with the recommendation of the General Association, on 
lite subject of appointing a standing Committee, to whom it shall 
be the duty of wuettled ministers and candidates to apply for 
advice, previoiis to fweaching to vacant churches within their 
Uniitsy'' expressed their non-complbnce with that recommenda- 
tion, with their reasons, which were accepted. 

The Rev. Jehu Clark was appointed to preach the Cancio ad 
CZsmm, at the Commencement in New Haven, in September next. 

VUid, That the recommendation of the last General Associa- 
tion, **to the several congregational ministers, in this State, to 
jffoeate an exact enumeration of the number of families in their 
TC^eclive congregations, and to make a return to the next Gen- 
eral Association,*' be continued. 

It being a well known fact that, in consequence of the increas- 
ed e^ense of living, the candidates for the minbtry are subjec- 
ted io much emiiariassment, from the smallness of the customary 
carapensadon, this Association express their sincere desire that 
the chorcbes and congregations in their connection would take 
theur case into consideration^ and grant them a more liberal re- 
ward for thehr labors. 

VeUdj That this Association consider it improper for candidates 
lor ^e ministry to introduce themselves, or to procure any ather 
than some neif^boring minister to introduce them to the Commit- 
tees of vacant congregations, with a view to offering their services 
as preachers to such congregations. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of preachers travelling from this into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. William 
Sobinson, Beigamin Trumbull, D. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph 
Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David Ely, D. D. Moses C. 
Welch, D. D. Samuel J. Mills^ Lyman Beecber, Frederic W. 
HoCchkiai, and Nathan Williams, D. D. 

The following persons were chosen receivers in their several 
Asaacialioni, for the Treasury of the General Association, viz. 
The Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, William Robinson, Sam- 
uel Merwin, Timothy P. Gillett, Salmon Cone, Roswel R. Swan, 
XUjah Waterman, James Porter, Charles Prentiss, Joshua Wil- 
Bams, David D. Field, and Ephraun T. Woodruff: 

Whereas Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, and Dr. Nathan Strong, Jun. 
4>f Hartford, on behalf of the Medical Society of Connecticut, 
kare reqineited that the General Association would adopt meas- 
wtttM to aarniain the number of persons in the State who are, in 
aiiy degree, afflicted with lunacy— of what age they are—of which 

^— *at what age they became so— and what is considered as the 
of the calamity— 'With any other particidars concerning 
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tbo«e anfortonate pcntons, wkitili mxf be im^ortanl^ nMh tfSmnce 
to the establUbmeot of a hoepifal od their aocoont, 

Votsdy That the several 4fetrict AaMciatioBa be refloated la 
attend to this subject,* and make report to the General Anoeiaila% 
at their next sesrioq, eoncemhig the several partieiilarB s^ve 
specified, designating in their report the towns hi which siiok per* 
sons live. 

List of unsettled ministers in the State, and of liceiitiates ifosn 
the several Associations, vhs. Ofuasettkd fmmsUrs^ Rev* Mourn, 
David Avery, Mansfield ; Simon Backus, Bridgeport ; David 
Bacon, Hartford ; Daniel C. Banks, Fairfield; Jonathan Bai^MeM^ 
Redding ; Oershom Butkley, BUddletown ; Aason Chnroh, Hart- 
land ; Aaron Cleveland, Nmrwich ; Abraham Fowler, Salem ; 
IV'athaniel Freeman, Oxford ; Calvin Ingals, Stalibid ; Amasa 
Jerome, New-Hartford ; Gordon Johnson, KilUnglf ; VilHaae 
Lockwood, Glastenbury ; William F. Miller Windsor; JM19 
Nojes, Weston; Daniel Parker, Shaioa; Henry Sherman, ¥pen- 
too ; Samuel Stebbins, Simsbury ; Samudl SUiiges, Danhiry | 
John Taylor, Enfield ; Reuben Taylor, New-Milford ; Joseph 
Treat, New Milford ; Daniel Waldo, SoAeld ; Blijab O. Wels^ 
New Hartford. Cf Ucensei candUaUs^ Messrsl Ihiniel Bank% 
Weston ; Zedekiah Bantow, New-Haven ; Solyman Brown, 
Litchfield ; Seth Burt, Longmeadow ; George Chandler, Middle- 
town ; Israel Ely, Sharon ; ComeKus B. Everest, Osnawali ; 
Asabel Gaylord, Norfolk; Josiah W. Gibbs, New-Haven; 
Charles A. Goodrich, Berlin ; Ebenezer Kelio^, Yeroon ; Frau- 
ds King, Yemon ; John Langdon, New -Haven; Ammi linsley; 
Branford; John Marsh, Jun. Wethenfield; Asahel Nettletoii« 
Killingworth ; Jason Parks, Canterbury ; €hioige Paysoa, Pom- 
fret; Samuel Phinney, Canterimry; Royal Robbins, Wetbeiw- 
field ; Robert C. ^U>bbins, Colchester ; Francis L. Robbfau, ]tfor- 
folk ; ■ ■ RoBsiter, Stonington ; David A. Sherman, JNev- 
Haven ; Hea&ekiah G. UfTord, Stratford. 

« 

Thursday, June 99. 

The Committee, appointed to raport on the communioatfons 
respecting the dismission of ministers, submitted the fioUowlBC 
which was accepted: 

As the dhmission of a minister from hb chaige is an imporlaal 
transaction, not only to the immediate parties, hat to the cause of 
Christ, Your Committee are of opinion that this Body should 
recommend it as the duty of a Consociation or Council who shall^ 
in any instance, dismiss a minister from his charge, that they either 
recommend him to the churches^ or deprive hfan of ndniaterial 
authority. 

The Comiflittee, appointed to report on the eommunieattaa 
respecting a Domestic Missionary Society, subndlted the fbUow«- 
ing which was accepted : 

Your Committee, in performfaig the duty asngned them, have 
taken into attentive coi»ideration there^pie^ of the Association of 
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the Comity of New-London, '* That the General Association take 
flome method to form a Domestic Missionarjr Society for Ihe State 
of Connecticat, and its vicinity." We have found difficulties oc- 
ourring in an attempt to digest, during the present session of this 
Bodj, a plan for the formation of such a Society, which would 
fnmiise success, according to the wishes of our brethren. Yet, 
feeling the we^ht of the reasons assigned for promoting Domestic 
MinionB, we are loth that the very important object should be 
Telinqulshed. We therefore beg leave to recommend to the 
General Association, that they appoint a Committee to take the 
aufeject hito consideration, and report to this Body, at their next 
nnnnal session^ such a plan as they may find practicable, for the 
promotion of domestic misuons. Further, as there is urgent call 
fbrinraiediate relief to be afforded to the destitute places referred 
to, in the request of the New-London Association, and to others 
kk a amtiar situation, we recommend, that the proposed Commit- 
tee tie authorized to take suitable measures, during the course of 
Ike preifent year, to procure preaching for such destitute places, by 
means of gratuities, so far as it can be done ; and that they report 
their doings, upon this subject also, to the General Association, at 
their next meeting. 

VOed, That the Rer. Messts. Abel M'Ewen, Joseph Strong, 
]>. D. Levi Nelson, Lyman Beecher, Amos Bassett, Samuel Mer- 
win, and^Abel Flint be the Committee for the above purpose. 

VoUi That Messni. Lewis and Goodrich be a Committee to 
tiJce into consideration the oommuAications from the General 
AMtwMj of the Presbyterian Church, and from a Convention in 
the State of New-Hampshire, respecting the transportation of the 
mul on the Lord's day. 

The above mentioned Committee made the following report, 
which was accepted : 

This Association receive, with peculiar pleasure, the information 
of the united and persevering endeavors of their Chrbtian breth* 
ren, in different sections of the country, to rescue the holy Sabbath 
from profanation. Therefore, Resohedt That this Association 
recommend that the following petition to Congress be circulated 
among the people of this State for their ngnatures. 

TxB undersigned inhabitants of the town of ' a nd State of 
Corinecticut beg wave to represent, to the Honorable, the Senate and 
House of Represenutives of the United States in Congress assembled. 
That in the opinion of yoar petttioners, the transportation and opening of 
tibe Mailontbe aabbatnDay is inconsistent with the proper observance of 
that Sacred Day, injurious to the morals of the natioo, and provokes the 
jiidgments of tlie Ruler of nations. We perceive from the report of the 
roat-niaater>General, at yqur last session on this subject, tliat it is his 
opimon, that when peace Mall arrive^ the necenity of carryuie and open-* 
ins the Mail on the Sabbath Dafiiff/f^M/fy(fffiimf«A. While dierefiire 
we congratdate you on the return of peaces we approach you with confi- 
dence, and beseech you to take this subject mto your serious connderattoo^ 
and enact such laws as your wisdom may deem necessary for the remo- 
val of this evili And we, your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever 
pray. 

2 
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Hesdved, That ike Re^. Abel Flint caiM meb a annbar of 
copies of Ihe above petHkHito beprlated* ashediailjiidgeiieceo- 
sary ; and distribute them to the several ministen in thSs Slate, in 
order to obtain subscribers ; and that the said ministeni forwaid 
them to the members of Congress from this State. 

VoUd, Thot the Bev. Mesen. Abel Flint and Cakin Chapte 
be a Committee to correspond with any Committees which may 
be appointed fr6m oilier Bodies on this sulgect. 

VoUd, Thai the Rev. Messrs. Abd Flint and Calvin Chafffai 
be a Committee to select those ilaiidiug rules and reoommonda- 
tions of this Body which respect ihe conduct of particular AfBoel- 
ations and churches, and cause them to be printed in sooh maimer 
and at such time as they shall think proper. 

Vated^ That all communieaiions to this Body, ftara the IKstrkt 
Associations, respecting the State of religion within their lfanitp« be 
hereafter made in writing, signed by the Moderator or Scribe of 
such Association. 

VoUd, That it be recommended by this Body, that eveiy mem- 
ber of the District Associations in this State be furnished with the 
rpofession of Faith adopted by the Elders and Messengers of the 
Churches of Connecticut, in the year 1708. 

Voted, That this Association recommend to the Female Char* 
liable Societies in this State, that they ap||ly thehr fiinds to aid 
the education of pious young men for the ministry, mnler the 4^ 
rection of the Charitable Society formed in this State for that 
purpose ; unless by the constitution of any such Societf ita funde* 
are so far appropriated to other objeotsi that they cannot be ap* 
plied as above recommended. 

Voted That Ihe Rev. Abel Flint be requested to snferinbend 
the printing of the Minutes of this Associatioiii and that the swm 
of twenty-five Dollars be allowed him for his pcrvicesy the pmseni 
year, as Treasurer, and for superintenduDg the printing and distri- 
bution of the Minutes. 

Voted, That the Ecdesiastical Bodies with which we are is 
connection be requested to transmit to the Rev* Abel f*|ii|t i^ 
Hartford, Treasurer of the Association, such eommnnicaUona ao: 
they may have to make to this Body. 

The CcmmiUee, appointed to prepare a summary account of 
ihe state of religion, made a report which was accepted, as feHows : 

The Commitiee, appcinied to preparo a report of the atato ofroUgum m 
our Churches y and in those a»mected md^ «#, beg hone topreeetii Ae 
foUoning : 

It becomes tlic fnends of 23on to recognize^ with livelf gratitude 
the watchful care and goodness of the great head of the church. Her 
fHcnds liave no gixwnd .of despondency, from any apparent growth rf ' 
heresy, increase cxslodi, or declension ot Christian discipline. They be* 
hold, with jov and animation, the vails of Zion rise, tier gates do noC 
mourn as in rormer years. Although the zeal, knowledge, and liberality 
nf Christians are much below the standard of duty, yet these virtues are 
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Mieralfy hicfeasbig in our diorcbes, and also among' our brethren in 
dArcBt and ftmole parts ofoor country* The refreshing dews of grace 
cad the rains of heaven ape not widihek). For ever adored be the God 
of aU moe, that the efiiisiODs of the Holy Spirit have been, of late, far 
moHewundaiit than usual, especially in seminaries and colleges. These 
divine showers have been more generally difiused, the year past, than has 
been common, and to a wider extent, lliis will appiear from attending 
to a more particular statement of facts. 

The Association of Hartford North repented, that in their connection, 
Iheranrenioetten cborches, three of which are vacant. That during the 
jpear past* tiiey have enjoyed the blessing of God ; and manv of their 
churckea have been refreshed by the special influences of the Spirit. 
TIk revival in Siinsbury and £ast Hartford, mentioned in the last anno< 
al mort, has continued, espectallv in Simsbury. 'llie society of Granby, 
Tmoif Hilla, the first society in fiast Windsor, Wintonbury, and North- 
ngtoD have been &vored with spedal showers of grace ; and in other 
plaoes there me fiivorable appearances. 

The delates from the Association of Hartford Sooth reported, that 
ia tbeir lumts, there are thirteen churches, one of which is vacant. In 
this distriGt, these has been, generally, an increasing attention to th«>! 
meani of mce. Soothington, the second society in Middletown, and 
Wedienfidd have been v&ited with copious effusions of the Holy Spirit. 
At Glastenbuiy, a work of grace has recently commenced, and is pro- 




The Western Asaodadcn of the county of New-Haven reported, that 
tfac^conast of twenty churches, two of which are destitute of pastors. 
Tliat tfaoogh they have to bewail great lukewarroness in many of their 
charohesi yet the observation of the Sabbath, and morality in general, 
have not lost ground. That charitable exertions are made for diflusmg 
the blessines of the goepel, and to aid indigent, pious young men to ac- 
quire an ecucation for the ministry. They also notice tnat, to the honoi* 
ecdivine graoe^ some off their con^p:egatioo8 have been visited with the 
eSbskoa of the Hqly Slpirlt ; particuTarly a revival of rehgion in Yale 
Goilege, in which a great prcoortion of the members have been unusually 
hnpro a a ed, and about fifty, it is hoped, are brought into the kingdom ci 
God. 

The Eastern Assodation of New Haven reported, that they consist of 
dnrteen churdies, of which one is vacant In most of the congregations, 
widiin the limits of this district, there appears not to have been any 
Mcial revival of religion. But in Branford, the Lord hath appeared to 
men the means of grace ; and to excite the attention of many to the 
important concerns of eternity. Meriden ha^ also, been visited with co- 
l^ons effusions of the Hdy Spirit ; SQodly accessions have been made to 
the Chmt^ and many ottiers are bopenilly become the subjects of the 
Bedeener's kingdom. 

The delegates from the New London Association reported, that in this 
disoict thero appears to l>e an increasing attention to the institutions of 
the gnpeL In Groton and Montviile, there has been a special work of 
^Bvioe eraoe ; and many have been brought out of daikness into God'» 
marvefloos light Bat we have to lament that, in a considerable section 
of tfds district, there are many churches which have long been destitute 
of regular pastors, in consequence of which, sectarianism and heresy 
have made abtrming progress. 

Theddegates from tiie Association of Fairfield West reported, that 
they conast of ^xteen churdies, five of which are vacant That there 
is an increasing attention to public worship, to prayer meetings, to the 
catechising of cliildren, and to pastoral visits. A very pleasing revival 
of reBgian has taken place, the year past, in North Stamford. A con- 
aderal^ number have become, it is hoped, the true followers of Christ,' 
onbracing, with great readmeas, the peculiar doctrines of the gospel. 
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The academy in Fairfield has, of late* exbibited appearances of a work 
of grace ; and hopes are entertained that the apint and power of reli- 
gion ai-e about to be extensively eiqierienced, both in the academy and itt 

the town. . • 

The Association of Fairfield Blast reported, that they consist of diirtecp 
churches, three of which are vacant That the state of morals and reli^ 
gion is, in general, favorable, and they ho^ improvin|;. In BridgeparC* 
there has been an extensive awakening which still continues ; and num- 
bers, it is believed, have been brought into the kingdom of Christ* In 
:Newtown, there has been a more than usual attention to religioo, and 
consderable accessions to the church ; and also in Bethel, a small pansh 
in Danbury. 

I'he Association of Windham. Original reported, that they conrist of 
twenty diurclies, two of which are vacant lliat morals were impo- 
ving ; and that the catechetical instruction of children was more particu- 
larly attend^ ta In Canterbury, there are encouraging iqspearanoes of 
a revival In Woodstock, there has been a remarkable work of dhrme 
grace ; and also in Ashfoi^ and Thompson. 

In Uie Association of Litchfield North, there are nineteen churches* 
and sixteen jj^istors. Harmony, with few excepticxis, prevails amoogthe 
churches. There has been more than usual attention to rdtgicn in Win- 
>ted, Colebrook, and especially in Warren. The religious instruction of 
diildren is regarded dE nigh moment ; and beneficial efiecti, it is hoped, 
will result from the practice. 

The Association of Litchfield South reported, that God has been gra- 
cious to several of their churches. He has visited the four parishes in the* 
town of Liichfield ; and his work by the Spirit, is, in tne first sode^t' 
fstill progressing, especially in the school c9f young ladies in that place. 
Catechetical instruction is attended to by the churches generally, with 
considerable success. 

The Association of Middlesex reported, that they coosist of fifteen 
churches, two of which are vacant. The interest of good morals is rath- 
er gauning ground. Many of the children receive catechetical instruction 
in the scnools. The effects of former revivals of religion are still visible 
in some places ; and recent ones have taken place in several congrega- 
tions. In the third society of £^t Haddam there has been a general re* 
vival. 

The delegates from the Association of Tolland reported, that thcnr coq- 
sist of fourteen churches, ten of which are supplied with pastors. Within 
Uieir limits, there ai^ a number of churches wnich have been visited with 
peculiar manifestations of grace ; particularly in Stafford, Vernon, Union, 
Bolton, and Somers, there have been considerable accessions to the 
church. 

Our brethren from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
reported, that generally, through the wide extent of their churches, the 
cau2<eof Christ advances. Bible Societies are multiplyinjg, and Societies 
for prayer become continually more numerous Two oftheir Colleges, < 
viz. Hampden Sidney College, in Virginia, and Princeton Coltae, in 
New Jersey, have been unusually smiled upon bv heaven. The latter 
especially nas been, and now is, to a remarkable accree, blessed with the 
emisions of the Spirit of God. Several other churches and districts have 
etijoycd, in a happy degree, the same blesung. 

From the General Association of Massachusetts we learn, .with pleas- 
ure, that heresy is not in a progressive state ; that Moral Societies nave, 
by bold and decided measures, rlone much for tlie suppression of vice, 
especially of Sabbath-breakhig. Divine truth, in several places, especial- 
W in the town of Lenox, has been attended with the power of the Holy 
Ghost- Upon the whole, we l>elieve that tlie glory <rf tne I^ord is ari»ng 
\tr>an the churches in Massachu^tts- 
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Fran Kew Hampehire we learn, that the state of morals and rdigioti 
IS tiecommg more and more pleasing. Sectarian seal has greatly abated, 
in moit of mose' places where it has prevailed. Very pleasing attempts 
are mining to dieck the progress of vice and immorality, especiuly 
Sabbatii-braiking, intemperance, and profiemity. These attempts have 
been. In a good measure, successful, in several places there has been, 
the last year, a pleasne revival o£ religion, |>articolarly in Dartmouth 
College, HaverhiU, and Plainfield This work is now increasing. In the » 

College, the number of hopefiil converts is about forty, llie other stu- i 

denta, with the exception ot a very small number, are more or kss seri- ' 

OQshr impressed* 

No communicaticns from Vermont, on the state of religion, have been 
received, as no delegate appeared from that Convention 

In view of the &cts which have been stated^ — the events wluch have ' 

taken place,^-the wonders of grace which God has been working, espe- < 

dally within thdr bounds, the Assodation are led to exclaim, '* the Lord 
hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. Great and marvel- 
lous are thy works, Lord God Almighty." Although our joy is not unmin- 
g^ with sorrow ; although much yet remains to be done,.— much land 
yet to be occupied ; although many souls are not yet brought in, who, we 
tnut, are to become **the sons and daughters of the LOTd Almighty ;** ^ 

yet enough has passed in review, before the Asscjdation. to cause tSem to i 

xelum to their homes like the shepherds of dd, " glorifying and praising 
God, for aUthe things that they have heard." The conquests whkE 
have been achieved for Zion ; the trophies of grace so ereatly multipli« 
ed ; the triumphs of the cross so recently and so gloriouuy displayed, de- 
mand our liveliest gratitude, and call for the loftiest strains of praise. Al- 
ready a voce is heard, saying, in this part of Zion, ** Arise, shme, for thy 
li|^t is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.** Already in 
many places, the wilderness has become a fniitfol field, and the thirsty 
Umd refieshed with streams of living water. Where the means of grace 
had been neglected, or but partially observed, — where the Sabbath had 
beoi violatea, and intemperance ajid pro&nit^, or other destructive vices» 
had kog been gaining ground, extenoing their baleful mfluence, and pro- 
dodng the most deplorable effects,— there the foce of society now wears 
a diflerent aspect Satan's kingdom has been shaken to its centre, and 
the kingdom of Emmanuel has been planted on its ruins. Where for 
seventy vears,— najr for more than a century, — nothing like a revival of 
religion had been witnessed, divine influences have, at length, descended, 
fike rain upon the mown grass, and as showers which water the earth. 
Already it has been given us to see, in part, the foUilment of the promise 
that 23on *' shaU be miilt up even in troublous times." The foundations of 
her ten^e are already laid, and the superstructure is rapidly pro g res sin g. 
Wlien has there been a more eventful period \ whi n, a more distmguiah- 
ed era in the Christian church } God is saying to the North, give op, and 
to the South, keep not back ; bring my sons nom far, and my daughters 
£roc9 the ends of the earth." 

In the societies which have been formed, and which are now in success- 
fol operation ;— sodeties for the suppression of vice and immoraUnr ; — so- 
cieties for procoring and distributing Bibles ; — societies for sending the 
preskdied goapd throughout the world ; — societies for prayer,— for pray-* 
ing in concert with Christians, in different countries, at the same time, so 
that thdr miited voices may ascend to the prayer-hearing God ; — in the 
remarkable efliisions of the Spirit on our churches andiiterary institu- 
tioDS ;*-in the nnparaUdled exertioos of the friends of Zion, and combina- 
tion dF thdr eflbrts;— and in the overruling dispensations of the Prpvi- 
denoe of God, we bdioM, as we trust, the signs of happier times, and are 
led to rejdce in hope that these times are not far distant : — ^That the day. 
is fisist approaching, when '* darkness shall no longer cover the earth, nor 
grass darkness the people ;«*wlieB the fooe of the covering, which is cast 
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overall peoite, and llie vbSI tint is spread over aU aatioeiBk ahafl he irtysr- 
ly desftroyea ; and kings ahall every where become imrniig irthen, and 
tiieir queens nureing mothers wito ZIgb. And then the glorkiM Load 
ahiUI he unto lus fieople a ptsce of hroadnvera and ureams, vtacse tbaM. 
go oo galley with ears* neilher shall gallant ahlpa pa^therehy; and die 
raoGoroed of the Lord shall retunit and cone to^Daa with mm^ aad 
everlasting jey upon thor heads*'* 

Hail, haB^ period I When the church ef Christ shall Mloner be 
coonted a litde flock ;— when the banners of the cross shall he untorled, 
whore the standard ef idohitry is yet erected* or die eresoeet of Mafacan^ 
et waves triumphant ;— when the kingdoms of this worid shall heoooie the 
hkMgdoms of our Lord and his Ghristy—iaO: nations bow to his scq>tre,— 
andthe earth be brightened with his glory. 

FU«f, That Ike neset meeting ef the Oenerat Asaocbtion be 
at New Haren, at the house of the Her. Samad Menrio» the 
third Tuesday of June, 1816, al U o'clock A. BL 
After aprayer by the Be?* James JBuchanan, a^jooniftd jms Jie. 
Attest, 

SAMUEL WHITTLESEY, > ^;. 
HORATIO WALDO, * ***'**'• 



AccoiOit oj Money recHvedty the Treasurer of'Attjfenefat Association 
ofConnfi€tictft,frQm Jt^y 1^1814| t9 July 1, 1816. 



Received from Hvend Churches^ 

New-Haven, first, - - - £5 00 
Colchester, West Chester, - 2 25 

New Salem, - - 1 00 
FrankKn, .... - - - l 00 
Fairfield, Green's fiums, - - 2 00 
Graenwich, West, - - - 1 50 

Norwalk, 4 00 

Stamford, first, 4 00 

Stanwich, - - - S 00 

Watoo, 7 50 

KiUingly, second, - - - - l 00 
Lebanon, Goshen, •> ^ - - 1 65 
Mansfield, Norih, - - - - 1 50 

Pomfiret, first, 1 50 

Thompson, 300 

Woodstock, North, - - - 1 50 
Chatham, Middle Haddam, - 1 30 
Eaat-Haddam, fii-st, . - - 4 00 

Hadlyme, - - - 3 00 
KdUngwortb, North, - - - 2 00 






Tolland, 150 

Ellmgton, 100 

Hebron, first, 1,00 

Somers, -------lOO 

Vernon, --.--*--100 
Willington, 2 00 

Total from Churches, - - 858 20 

From Auociadons and from indp- 
viduaUf viz. 

Hartford Sonth Association, gl2 00 

New-London, da ^ - 9 00 

Litchfield, North da - - 5 00 

Rev. Fiederic W. Hotchkiss, 0.50 

David Sdden, - - - 50 

Joel West, - - - . 50 

David D. Field* - - - 50 

Alvan Underwood, - - 50 

Amount of Receipts, - - $ 86 70 



Di^nmerOs hy (he Treasurer, from July 1, ISU.toJuly 1, 1815. 

For copvinfc and superintending the printing an3 dntribution of 
the MinuS of 1814, and services as Treasurer, as 
per Vote of the Association, JIO 00. 

Postiec - - - «5J^ 

Prta3SgMinute9ofl814, . - - - - - " ^4 50. 

TransSirtation of Minutes to Fairfield county, - - 50 

ribT - - Do. of General Assembly, " i ^ 

Paid Rev. Royal Tyler, Delate to Msssachusetts, - - - 8 OO 
Ephrim T. WoodruS Do. Vermont, - - - - M 80 
Samuel Whittlesey, Da New Hampshire, - " JJ JJ 
Royal Tyler, Da Philadelphia, - " * " Jf ^ 
Samuel Merwin, Da Do, - - - - 13 60 
Heroan Humphrey, - - Do. Da - ' ^^ ^ 

Amount of Disbursements, S 113 58 
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Creneral SUUemtwt, 

Bftlance on hao4 Wy 1, 1814, - - '^ ' ' ' -8138 93 
Receipts as above firam July 1, 1814, to July 1* 1815. - - 86 70 

325 63 
Disbarsements as above, • - ^^2 58 

Balance on hand, July ly 1815 8 ^^^ 0^ 

ABEL FLINT, Trcaturer. 
iiaitlbid July 1, 1815, 



% 



Tav Treawrer of the General Asioeiation of ComwcticQt, pnib^ 
fluaDt to a Vote of that Bodj, passed io the year 181 3^ submits to 
his Fathers and Brethren, of the several District Associations the 
annexed Schedule, as a suitable form accotdiog to which returns 
may be made to the General Association* ^ 

Under the head of REMARKS in the Schedule, mention the 
settlement, death, or dismission of ministers within the year ; the 
names and places of abq^e of unsettled ministers and candidates 
within the limits of the Association ; the state of religion, as to 
revivals, or the existence, rise and progress of errors ; and in gene* 
ral, the aspect of religion and morals. It may be proper also, to 
mention under this head, the names and objects of charitaUe in- 
titutions. 

In the column for Names of the Churbhes, it will be well to in* 
sert the name of the Town and the name of the Society in whicfc 
the Church is. In the column containing the Names of the Paa. 
tors, either leave a blank or put the work VacatU against destitalo 
Churches. 



In the year 1814, the General Association voted to dispeme 
with the Schedule for the year next ensuing. At their last sesnom 
they directed the Schedule io be attended to, and returns to be 
made according to it in the year 1816. 
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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION 



OF 



CONNECTICUT, 



JUNE, 1816. 



HARTFORD : 

P. B. OLBASON AND CO. PRUVTfiRS. 



1816. 



FSOCEEDINGS 



OP THB 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION, 



Ai a Mee&ig rf the Qenerai Jssodaim rf CmmtdiaU, at New By 
veny ^ third Tiusdmf tf Jme, A. D. 1816: Preseoit,. 



ReT. Heflsnu 

Natban Perkins, D. D« 
John Bartlelt, 

William Lockwood, 
Jolin Keys, 

Jason Allen, 
EliphaletB. Coleman, 

James Nojes, 
Charles Atwater, 

Ira Hart, 
Levi Nelson, 

Daniel Smith, 
Heman Honiphre^, 

Andrew Elliot, 

Alfran Underwood, 
Samnel P. Williams^ 

Alexander Gillet, 
Charles Prentice, 

L jman Beecher, 
liuther Hart, 

Joseph YaHl, 
David Selden, 

Hubbel Loomis, 
Chauncey SooUi, 



From 

Hartford North Association 

Hartford Soath 

New Haven West 

New Haven East 

New London 

Fairfield West 
Fairfield East 
Windham Original 

Litchfield North 

Utehfield South 

Middlesex 

Tolland 



«-■-- n wsi«« Ti n ) *'™'" **• General Assembly of 

J^ ?;i2-Iw* "• } the Presbyterian Choich in 

Cyras GHdenleeTe, J the United States. 

Edward L. Paikei^ ^ From the General Assodatkn 

8t^ben Farley, \ ef New 



John Hough, I STeSL2*°*^ Conventfcm 

I 

The Rev. Lyman Beecher was chcwen Scribe; the Rev. Na- 
than Pericbu. D. O. Modewlor; and the Rev. 8a&iiiel P. Wil- 
liaiiia, ABsistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegatkm were read; and the Association 
was opened with pmyer by the Modoator. 

The Rev. Messrs. Smith, Nelson, Gildersleeve, Hough, and 
Bliot were appointed a CoBunltlee of overtores» who nade a le* 
port wluch was accepted. 

Received iind accepted the report of delegates from the Gen- 
eral Association to the several ecclesiastical bodies in its connec- 
tion. 



The followii^ persons were appointed to certifj the regolar 
atandiBg of pfeaehm travelliiig from this into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messife. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Calvin 
Chapin, Benjamin Trumbuli* D- D. Matthew Noyes, 'Joseph 
Strong, D. D. Isaae Lewis, D. D. Elijah WateroMUi, Moses 0. 
Welch, D. D. Jonathan Miller, Lyman Beecher, Frederic W. 
Hotchkiss, and Nathan WiiliMns, D. D. 

The following persons were chosen recdvers of money in their 
respective AssMiations for the Treasury of the General Associ- 
ation, viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, Samuel Goodrich, 
Samuel Merwin, Timothy P. Gillet, Salmon Gone, Roswell R. 
Swan, Elyah Watertnan, Janes Porter, Charles Prentice, Joshoa 
Williams, David Selden, Ephraim T. Woodruff. 

The AsBOciational sermon was preached by tiie Rev. Heman 
Humphrey from 1 TimoUiy iv. 15. MediMe i^psn Aeae ikuurs i 
give ihyadf whoUjf to them; that tJ^ profiting may appear to aa. 

The Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut exhib- 
ited a report of theur proceedinigi the last yeary which waa accep- 
ted, and u as fc^ows : 



To the Miinonarg SoeUig ef Cormecttcut^ to be eowenod at Jfow 
Haven^ on Ae third Tuesday of Jme^ A. D. 1816. 

The Trusteesof the Sodety respectfiilly submit thelottowmgReinit :— 

aSV. FATHERS AMD BBETHBEir, 

Thb blessing of God still accompanies misncuaiy exertions. The 
dad tidings of salvation are continually spreading, and the cause of the 
Redeemer is increasinglv pairanised. The promises of the gospel are 
fulfilling. <* Waters of life burst tisrth in the wiideniBB6». and streams of 
grace run down in the desert*** 
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With leligious gratitude, the Trustees acknowledge the smileK of hea* 
Ten upon their own exertions, aiid upon the exertions of those in the em- 
ployment of the Society. The benediction ot divine providence is more 
ana more obserrable n^ attempts to spread the gospel. The l^rustees 
acalki call upon the Society to rejoice, and give glory to God, for the good 
which has been done under their particular care. 

With ^is Report will be pij^ted copies of our Narrative of Mis- 
aoDB* for the year 1615| from which may be learned the number of Mia- 
siooaries that have been employed in the service of the isucietv ; the 
places they have visited ; the zeal and fideiity they have manifested ; 
and the sui5cess that has attended tbeir multiplied labors. Accompany- 
ing the Narrative are documents, which state particularly the receipts 
aiSl expenditures of (he Society, and also the charitable contributions, in 
the diflerent ecclesiastical Societies, for 'the year 1815. The amount of 
the contributions is 2 3863, 35, and the disbursements of the Society are 
stated at g 6008, 15. 

Notwithstanding the unusual burdens experienced by the people, and 
the various channels through which their charities flow, yet tbeir contii- 
botiona, to aid the laudable objects of the Society, as may be perceived 
by the above mentioned documents, have nearly equalled those of the 
precedine year. The Trustees possess undiminished cmfidence in the 
good witties, and pious liberality, of the patrons of the Society ; and tliey 
stiU expect the aealous co-operation of the friends of Zion, in sending the 
gospel unto the thousands who are still ^ sitting in the region and shadow 
of spiritual death.** 

Much has already been done. The heralds of the cross have spread 
abroad ;— churches have been organized ; — sanctuaries erected ; — pas- 
tars settled ;— and revivals of rehgion, through the workmg of the Spi- 
lit, graciously commenced. l*he religious village begins to smile, where, 
but a short time since, roamed the untutored tribe, and where prowled 
the savage beast. 

But almough much has been done, much stiH remains to be done. The 
Ud cf labor, notwithsundrng our exertions, is annually enlarging. Many 
a retb^d village has been unwillingly passed by, and many an obscure 
cottage necessarily neglected. Extensive districts remain unsupplied 
with the messengers cf truth. Applications for mssionary aid are more 
numerous, and more urgent than formerly. 

The Trustees respecttiilly suggest to the Society that they are not to be 
** weary in well doing.'* God has promised to smile, and he does smile, 
on hb cause. ** His counsel shall stand, and he will do all his pleasure. 
The hearts of all are in his hands ; — his chosen shall be obedient in the 
dayof his power.** 

The Trustees praCend to no peculiar ^irit of discernment, but they 
do think that the latter day gloiy of the church is rapidly advancing, 
when the standard of the cross shall be erected in eveiy land, and its 
banner displayed among every people, lliey anticipate tlie period 
when, through the biasing of God. upon the exertions of the pious, our 
westera wilds shall become like the garden of God,— like mount Zian» 
*« the joy of the whole earth.** 

In concluding this report, the Trustees unitedly implore the presence of 
the Holy Spirit widi the Socie^, in all its deliberadoos, and his blessing 
npoa all its transactions. 

In the name cf the Trustees, 

ABEL FUNT, Secretary. 
Hartford, May 8, 1816. 

VoUdy That to morrow, at 2 o'clock P. M. the Association will 
attend to an enquiry respecting the state of religion withiu its 



limits, and the limiU of the several ecelenastieal boffiea in its 
nection; and that Messrs. I. Hart, Elliot, Gilderaleeve, Hoogl^ 
and Prentice be a Committee to piepare a summary account of the 
same from the narratives which shaU be given, to be reported to 

this body. 

A memorial from the Church ftf Christ in the parish of Middle* 
field, town of Middletown, was presented, stating their destitute 
circumstances, and imploring counsel and aid» which was referred 
to the Committfee on Domestic Missions. 

Weonesdat, June 19. 

The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of 
Augusf next, via. The Hon. Aaron Austin, the Hon. Jonatbaa 
Brace, Enoch Pericins, Esq. David Hale, Esq. Samuel Pitkin, Eaq. 
Mr. Thomas Hubbard, the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D; 
Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, Moses C. Welch, D. D. Samuel 
Goodrich, and Henry A. Rowland. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rer# 
Abel Flint, Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connecricuf^ 
for one year from the first Wednesday of August next 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association wan 
exhibited and approved. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. Cal- 
vin Chapin, Auditor of the General Association for the year en- 
suing. . . 

The Committee, appointed by the General Association, at their 
last meeting, on the subject of Domestic Mis^ons, made a repoi^ 
as follows : , 

The Committee, appointed by the General Association, at their last 
meeting, to '* take some method to form a Domestic Misskmaiy Societjp 
for the State of Connecucut and its vicinity*', after due consultation, rer 
commend the immediate institution of a Society, according to the foOow- 

^^ CONSTITUTION. 

« 

Article X. This Society shall be known by the name of the Domestic 
Missionary Society for Connecticut and its vicinity. 

Art. 11^ The General Association of Connecticut shall be the sud 
Society. 

Art. III. The object of the Society shall be to build up the waste 
places of Connecticut aud its vivcinity, by furnishing the destitute with 
religious instruction. 

Art. IV. I'lic Officers of the Sodety shall bfe Directors, a Secretary, 
Treawrer, and Auditor, whom the General Association shall annuafly 
appoint by ballot. 

Art. V. There shall be twelve Dtrecton, six Clergymen, and mx lay- 
men ; and there shaU be at least one Director in each CounQr in the 
State. 

Art. VI. The Treasurer shall exhibit to tiic Board of Directors the 
"state of the Treasury, whenever he shall be called upon for the pur] 

Art. VII. The Secretary shall keep a £iir account of the procee< 
cf ihe Board of Directors. 




AxT. Vni. It shall be the datf of the Directors, seven of whom shall 
be necessaiy to coostitute a quorum for business, to punue the object of 
the Sod^^. by adopting such measures^ from time to time, as thej^ shall 
jttdge expedient ; under the superintenience of the General Association, 
aikf subject to their special directions, shcxild it, at any time, be thought 
piroper to appiv to the General Assembly tor a Briei 

Art. IX. The Directors shall have power to afiply the funds of the 
Society according to their discretion, in all cases in which they shall 
not be limited by the General Association, or the donors ; to appoint and 
dismi89 Missionaries ; to pay them ; and generally, to transact all business 
neceaBary lo attain the ends of^the Socie^. And no Officer cf the Society, 
tiie Treasurer excepted, shall receive any remuneration for his expenses, 
or competisation for his services. 

Art X. The Board of Directors shaQ meet twice a year ; on such day 
of the week of the State Election, at Hartford, and the Commencement 
of Yale College at New Haven, aS they shall appoint The Beard' of 
Directors iduul annually report their doings to the General Association. 

A.RT. XL A permanent fund may be formed, consisting of donations of 
individuals, if the donations are made with that particular view ; but all 
other moDieB of the Society shall be appropriated, from year to year, to 
the attainment of the ends of the Society. 

Art. XIL No alteration shall be made in theforegoing ConstitutioD, 
excq>t it shall have been proposed at a previous annual meeting of the 
General Assodatko^ and be aaopted by a vote of two thirds of the mem- 
bers present. 

Your Committee beg feave to subjoin^ brieflyi the reasans which have 
indooed them to recommend the foregoing Constitution* 

1« The object to be obtained, and the peculiar duties to be performed 
seemed to demand the responsiinlity and the enterprise of a Socie^, for 
tfaatpaiticolar purpose. 

% We were united m the opinion, that a Sodetj^, organized as above * 
recommended, would receive a more specific and .ample patronage from 
those who have been accustomed to charitable contntxitions ; but espec- 
ially from individuals, who, as yet, have not done much in aid of Missions 
abraad ; but who» from local considerations, may be induced to contribute 
liberallv to this Sodety. 

3. We anticipate, from the oi|;anizatioQ of a new Society, an increase 
t£ the funds of other charitable institutions^ by the increase of those lib- 
eral dispositions which are invigorated-by exercise ; and by the additions 

"" ' '- and individuals who wlU be disposed to patronize religious 



4b It is expected, also, that the organization of the Domestic Missionaiy 
Society will call forth a class of Missionaries, peculiarly adapted to thk 
work ; and that the whole number of useful Missionaries will be, thereby, 
Conskkrably increased. 

Whereas the above Committee were authorized to take suitable meas^ 
QTCs, during the past year, to procure preaching for destitute places, by 
means of <ratuit}es.'s() far as it could be done ; and were directed to re- 
port their doings on this subject, to the General Association, at their 
meeting, in 1816 ; the following statement is communicated. 

Upon enquiry, seventeen parishes have been found destitute of stated 
preaching, and in need of such aid as is contemplated in the design of the 
i>)mesdc Missionary Socie^, viz. North Stonin|;ton, East Lyme, Ches- 
terfield, two in Voluntown Sterling. East Frankhn, Long Society in Pres- 
ton. Union, Poouonnock in Windsor, Milton in Litch&ld, Middlefield, 
Ridg^bury, Betnel^ New Stratford, Northfield in Weston, and Green- 
wicfi. 



Most of tbw parishes tan? me eU ug^liuuw B . y>«y cl tham 
charchra, ai>d all of them people ready to contribiite aoneduqg to die 

"^jHiblic coiitributioiis have been cither soGdted, er received fcr the 

use of the Committee. *..._•. «.« 

Individuab and aasociataoos of people have bawAed wauej ae iti- 

iows: 

1815 ^» . ^ ^ - 

Sept. 20. Locjr WoodbridK, New Londo n. J 5 — 

Nov. la Oroodatino of New London Conner. « 32 

17. Female CharitaUc Society, Lisbon. U 23 

Ephraim Wight, Prealon. 1 — 

1B16 

AprillS. Sundry femalea of the church m North Grot«L 2 02 

16. Sundry females, New London. , 1 75 

29. Jedediah Huntin^;ton, da 40 — 

May 10. Several females m New London. d — 

23. A Female Society in Preston. _ / €7 

Female Fore'tgii Mission Scide^ in PraCOQ. 2t 50 

lliomas & Perkina, New LoodoD. 10 — 

Tyler Brown, Lisbon. 5 — 

e t3t 49 

In September last, Mr. David A Sherman was eamWyed by the Com- 
mittee to'preach two Sabbaths in the East Parish of Lyme. 

On the firat Sabbath of Jan. last, Mr. Harvnr Takott was aent there to 
labor ; and, with Uieexception of two Sabbaths, has preached there un- 
til the present time Very pleasing and pmmi»ng cflecta have fclowed 
his labors. Six persons have been added to the church, five more have 
been propounded ; and a considerable number still are the sakfects of »• 
^' 1 iitnressifma. An extended and increasing dlq>osit]Ott to attend on 



^preaching of the word has been maoifesbed'; and those Chriattau 
who have long sighed for the restoration of gospel matitutiQQa nginoe m 

An arrangement was made, aometime since, to pracare a preacher for 
North Stonmgton, where the people are anxious to receive* and ready, 
partially.topay one for the praacnt summer ;butaauiinfaie»anhaanoc 

yet been found. ^ , , . ^ ^ ^ 

An extensi^'e approbation of die benevolent undertakmg of Ae Gene* 
ral Association has been expressed to the Conunitlee by the people of the 
state ; together with many assurances of support. With much hope m 
God, many seem ready to say, '«thon wilt arise and have mercy upon 
Zion ; for the time to fevor her, yea, the aet time Is come : For tJ^ aar- 
vants take pkasore in her stones, and £ivor the dost thereoi** 

By order of the Committee, 

ABEL M*EW£N, Chairman. 
toe IQi 1816. 

Whereupon, Voied, nnanimoualy, That it is expedient to ibnn, 
without delay, a Domestic Misaionaiy Sodet/, to boUd np the 
waste placea in Cooneeticnt and iti vicinity. 

FoUd, unanimously, That the Constitutioa submitted by the 
Committee be accepted, and that the appointment of officers be 
made to morrow morning. 

Fotei unanimously, That the whole report of the Committee 
be accepted. 



P'iHidt Vhttt 300 eo|4e« of the ConstHutioii of the Domestic 
Mksioif aiy Society for GonnectieBt and its yiGinitj^ with the do- 
ings of the Associ^tioo on the sabiect, be ptinted ; and the expense 
pi^ hy the Treasurer, who is requested to superintend tlie prin- 
ting- 

The Rev. Megsrs. Frederic W. Hotchldss, Jonathan Bart- 
lett, and William Lockwood were chosen del^ates to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to convene in Philadelphia^ 
tbe third Thursday of May, 1817 ; and the Rev. Messrs. Samuel 
P. Williams, Ira Hart, and Diodate Brockway were appointed 
their substitutes. ^ 

TYie Rev. Maltby Gelston was chosen a del^ate to the General 
Convention of Vermont, to meet at Montpelier, the second Tues- 
day of September next; and the Rev. Joab Brace was appointed 
hiB substitute. 

The Rev. Messrs, Piatt Buffett and David D. Field were cho- 
sen flelegates to the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, 
to convene the fourth Tuesday of ,lune, t817; and the Rev* 
Messrs, Nathan Perkins, D. D. and Erastus Scranton were ap- 
pointed their substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Becaleel Piqoep and Levi Nelson were cho» 
sen delegates to the General Association of New Hampshire, to 
eenvene at Concord, the third Tuesday of September next ; and 
the Rev. Messrs, Samuel Merwin and Stephen W. StebMns were 
appointed their substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Smith, Humphrey, Wilson, and Hoagh were 
appointed a Committee, to report on the subject of petitioning Con- 
gress coDcemii^ the transportation and openii^ of the Mail on 
the Sabbath. 

Attended to the enquiry respecting the state of religion, after 
which the Association united with the churches in NewHaven, in 
oomoiemoratiiig the death of our Lord Jesus Christ* 

Thursday June 20. 

Received the reports of the several District Associations on the 
subject of hmaties, and committed them to the Rev. Levi Nelson, to 
form from them a general report. 

The following i>ersons were chosen Directors of the Domestic 
Missionary Society for the year ensuing : 

Daniel Wadsworth, Esq. Hartford ; Timothy Dwight, Jun. 
New-Haven ; Jedidiah Himtington Esq. New-London ; Matthew 
Marvin, Esq. Wilton ; Richard Hubbard, Middletown ; John Hall, 
Bllington ; the Rev. Abel Flint, Hartford ; the Rev. Samuel Me> 
win, New-Haven ; the Rev. Abel M* Ewen, New-London ; the 
Rev. Lyman Beecher, Litchfield ; the Rev. Heman Humphrey, 
Fairfield ; and the Rev. Daniel Dow, Thompson. 

The Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor, New-Haven, was chosen 
Secretary; Henry Hudson, Hartford, Treasurer; and Russell 
Bunce; Hartford, Auditor of the Domestic Missionary Society for 
the year ensuing. 

o 



P'f^Ud^ That iu case any of the petBMtt clnMen OAMit of the 
Domestic Missioiiarj Society should decline' accepting the ap- 
pointment ; or in case of the death or removal out of the state of 
any Officer ; the board of Directors supply the vacani^ till Ihe 
end of the year. • 

V&Ui^ That the first meeting of the Directors of the Domestie 
Missionafy Society be bolden at New HaTen« the second Wednes- 
day of July next, st 9 or'clock, A* M. 

Voiedy That it be necommended to each cborch in this state, in 
connection with this body, to have a cootiibutlon, on the sacra- 
mental Sabbath in September, for the purpose of aiding destitote 
and feeble churches and societies, in providing for themselves the 
stated eigoyraent of govpel ordinances ; and that the oontributionB 
be paid over to the Treasurer of the Domestic Misslpnary So- 
ciety. 

The Committee, appointed ^ to report on the subject of peti- 
(loning Congress, concerning the transportation and opening of the 
Mail on the Sabbath," reported.. Whereupon, 

Resobed^ That this Association have a lugh degree of satisfac* 
Hon kn finding that the General Assembly of the Presbjrteiiasi 
Church determine to persevere in petitkHiing Congress ta pre- 
vent the transportation and opening of the Mail on the Lord's 
Day ; and believing that a silent acquiescence in the proianation 
of that holy day would make them sharers ia the guilt thereof 
Ifaey do, very cordially^ nniie with their Christian br^hren in ex* 
ertions to free the countiy from that very serious evil. Therefore^ 
Rudved^ That this Association recommend that the following 
petition to Congress be circulated among the people of this stale 
for their signature : 

To ike Senate^ and House of RepreeetUatives^ m Congrea oueMted r 

The subscribers, inhabitants of die state of Comiecdait, beg leave t» 
nresent this their Petition, against the transportatko and opening of the 
Mail on the Sabbath. This practice they consider as an evil of great 
magnitude. The Sabbath is an ordinance of God, instituted from die 
beginning of the world, and always regarded by believers in Revelation 
as an in6tinnable blessing. 

Congress, it is hoped, will recollect that the Sabbath pertains to that 
•Religion which the p6o|)Ie of this nation profess ; and diat the laws of 
many of the states do expressly prohibit such a profimatioD of this holy 
day, as is occauoned by the transportation and opening of the Mail ; 
that the rest, whkh the sanctification of this day provides, is due both to 
man and to beast ; that the right observatiaQ of tiusday promotes peace, 
order, and morality in tlie community ; because the people hear in their 
assemblies the- salutary doctrines and precepts of our holy Religion ^ 
which restrain them from those vices that deknw property, healtb, re- 
putation, intellect, domestie peace, and natwnal mtegnty, Mid indostry, 
and thus prepare the wa^ for the ruin of the liberties snd happinesa cf 
the naUon. 



11 



^WebegOmgretsabotocaUto nnnd that the Sabbath has been the 
piiodpal meaas of roamtainu^ in the world the knowledge of God and 
Ais great salvation, and of preserriiig Chrisdan nations trom relapong 
into the darkness and miseries of pajRan Idolatnr ; and that, as oar na- 
tional prosperity depends on the smfles of the God of nations, we oo^t 
cardmly to guard a^;amst that prafiioation of the Sabbath which is od- 
onlated to awaken his d i s pl easure, and to bring down upon as hU jodg- 
nents. 

As therefore the transportation and opening of the Mail on the Sab- 
bath, is a manifest and mmecessary pnmation of this holjr day ; aajt 
ddeats the great objects for which it was instituted, by withdrawing mul- 
titudes of persons from its salutary instructions and restraintsy and by 
^^rturbing^ in many placei, the solemnities of public worship ; and as 
tids immoral pracuce, cohatantiy occurring ana wklely extended, espe- 

ar as it has received the sanction of such high authority, is like to 
see a banefol influence on the community; we your Petitioners pray 
ka^gress of these United States to interpose their authority for cor- 
recting' an evil which we deeply dq>lore as injurious to the best interests' 
of ^ the nation, as wdl as an infractkn of a positive law of the Most 
UiMi God- 

Yonr Petitioners are aware that works cf necessity and mercy are 
not incompatible with the sanctificati o o of the Sabbath, but as Govern- 
ment may and actually do employ exfiriouee in cases which require sp^ 
caal expedition^ we cannot but consiaer the stated transportation of the 
Mall on the Sabbath to be uBneceasary* iind of courseapraiuiatioaof 
that holy day. 

VeiH That the Treasurer of tlus Association procure to be 
priinted 600 copies of the Petition to Copgress ; and distribnte 
them to the several nunisters in this state, in order toobtain snb- 
atribers. 

Vified, That the ndnisters of the respective congregations within 
tlie limits of this Association be requested to read the Petition to 
Congress, as soon as convenient, to their people, on the Lord^s 
da J ; to take effeetaal measures to eireulale it immediately ; and 
to forward it to the Representatives from Connecticat to Con- 
gress, at an early day of the next session of that body. 

The Committee on the subject of lanattcs reported, tibat^ ac- 
cording to the imperfect returns received, tliey find 146 persons, 
who are, in different degress,. deprived Of reason. Whereupon; 
VUedt That the papers on tlus subject be delivered to Doctor Ma- 
aoD F. Cogswell, and Doctor Nathan Strong, Jr. of Hartford. 

Whereas the business of this Association is becondog more ex- 
tensive and interesting, and demanding often a longer time than 
heretofore, Reavbfed^ That the delegates from the several District 
AsflociatioDS, who shall b^ hereafter appointed* to attend this bo4y, 
be requested to come with the eiqiectation, that the session may, 
not improbably, be continued until Friday ; and to continue until 
the end. 

■ 

A Committee was appointed to receive the schedules from the 
eeverat Dutrict Assoeiatlons, and make a general statement there* 
and to lecdTe reports concerning the number of fanrilies in 
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each oongregalipii ; wbidi ConniHtee oiade the foUowing report, 
which was accepted : 

The CtmndtUt Ofpoinied to receive the Sefiedvlee^ 4^. beg have to 

reportf 



That they have recdved retains from only four of the District As- 
sociations, viz. Fairfield West, Windham Original, Middlesex, and New 
London ; that none of these are full and perfect, some charches bein^ 
wtiuoUy omitted ; that partial returns of the number of fiimilies have 
been made from Hartford South, and New Haven West Assodatioos ; 
that, of conrsei it is not in the power of the Committee to present the 
contemplated general schedule at thn time. The Co^nmittee are fleeply 
impressed with the importance of the object contemplated. A genmj 
schedule, made out ana pubKshed whh the minutes, from year to year, 
would, thi^ are persuaded, furnish a document deeply mteresting to the 
churches at the time ; and one which would be referred to, with in- 
creasing interest, by those who may come after ua The churches, under 
tiie care of the General Association, are many members, but one body. 
Surely^ therefore, it may reasonably be expected, that when one member 
sufiers, all the members will suiler with it ; and when one memher is 
joyful, all the members win rejoice with it In order to feel tUs sympa* 
thy, however, they mnst be mtimatdy acquainted with each other's cir- 
cumstances. Wlien any are revivii^ and nourishing, tmder the influen- 
ces of the divine Spirit, it should be Known as fully and as extensivdy as 
possible ; that all may be partakers of the ioy, and unite in prm^ng the 
infinite Giver of every (;ood andperfect gin. On the other hand, when 
any church is in a languishing, afflicted, and djring state, this also should 
be known to all ; that their sympathies and prayers may be excited in tie* 
half of that suffering member cf the body of Christ 

Whereupon, Resolved^ by this AssocutioD, That it be earnestly 
fecommeoded to the District Associations, tibiat they prepare sched<> 
ules of the state of the churches within their liQiitSf together with 
the number of families ia their congregations ; and present said 
schedules at the next meeting of thu body, that they may be di- 
gested into a general schedule, and appear in the printed minutes* 

Resolved^ That the Treasurer of the General Association be re- 
quested to annex to the minutes of the present session the form of 
a schedule, for the direction of the several pastors and racant 
churches. 

VoUdy That the Rev. Messrs. Tunothy Dwight, D. D. Lyman 
Beecher, Aaron Dutton, Heman Humphrey, and Daniel Smith, 
be a Committee to prepare and publish an address to the emigrants 
from this state, and from New England generally, in the new set- 
tlements ; and that the expense be defrayed from the treasnry of 
this Association. 

The Rev. Messrs. Smith, Humphrey, and Beecher were ap- 
pointed a Committee to prepare a resolntion expressive of the 
views of this Association, relating to the national Bible Society. 
The Committee reported a resolution which was adopted, as 
follows : 

Rewdvedy That ^he recent formation of the American Bible So«> 
ct£TY» under oircumstanees peculiarly auspicious, b, in the opia* 
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Jon of this A4»ociatifiii, one af the most important events of the 
present day. With joj and gratitude, we hail the rising of Utis 
Mgbt star upon our country ; and doubt not its light is destined, 
ere long, to gladden the hearts of thousands, and tens of thousands, 
in this and other Itfnds. 

List of unsettled ministers in the state, and of licentiates from the 
several Associations. 

Utuemed MimsUn, Rev. Messrs. David Avery, Mansfield ; 
David Bacon, Hartford ; Jonathan Bartlett, Redding ; Gershom 
Bufkley, Middletoi/vn ; Aaron Church, Hartland ; Nathaniel Pree- 
n3an,Weston ; Calvin Ingals, Stafford ; Gordon Johnson, Killingley; 
WiUiam Lockwood, Glastenbury ; £1ihu Mason, Hartford ; Wil- 
liam P. Miller, Windsor; John Noyes, Weston; Henry Sher- 
man, New Haven ; 8amuel Stebbins, Simsbury ; Henry P. Stw^ng, 
Salisbmy ; Samuel Sturges, Danbury ; John Taylor, Eniield ; Reu- 
ben Taylor, New Milford ; Joseph Treat, New Milford ; Dailiet 
Waldo, Suffield ; Richard WUliams, Lebanon. 

Liemsed Candidates^ Messrs. Samuel R. Andrew, Milford; Zed- 
ekiah Barstow, Canterbury ; George Chandler, Middletown ; Ellas 
Comethn ; Stephen Crosby, Thompson ; Thomas P. Davis, Red- 
ding ; larael Ely, Sharon ; Benjamin Penn, Milford ; Asahel Gay- 
lord, Norfolk ; Josiah W. Gibbs, New Haven ; Charles A. Good- 
rich, Berlin ; Thomas R. Gould, Cornwall ; Hyde, Pranklin ; 

Francis King, Vernon ; John Marsh, Jun. Wethersfield ; Asahel 
Nettleton, KUlingworth ; Jason Parks, Canterbury ; George Pay- 
son, Pomfret ; Phelps, Hadley ; Sfmuel Phinney, Canterbury; 

Robert C. Robbins, Colchester ; Isaac Reed, New Haven ; John 
Ross, New tiondon ; Ward Saft>nl, New Haven ; David A. 
Sherman, Colchester ; Hart Talcott, Bolton. 

The Rev. Zephaniah Swift was appointed to preach the dm- 
do ad Ckrum^ at the Commencement in New Haven, in Septem- 
ber next 

The Committee, appointed to prepare a summary account of 
the state of religion, made a report, which was accepted, as fol- 
lows : 

Thb day of Mniennudglory will be a season of great joy and triumph 
fo the church of God. Then will be realized, more than ever before, 
that the gospel of the grace of God in Christ Jesus is alone capable of 
securing the happiness of men. The prospect of individuals, societies, 
and nauons living in peace and love, as an efiect of the gospel when uni- 
versally embraced, is mobt animating to the friends of Zion ; and every 
appixKich towards that period, in the diffusion of gospel light, and in the 
applicadon of redemption to the souls of men, is an event interesting, 
important, and greatly to be desired. Does not the dawn of thb glorious 
day begin to appear ? Does not the rising lieht betoken the near ap* 
proach of the bun of Righteousness ? Do not tne increasing exertions of 
the pious and charitable of all a^s, descriptions, and denominations, and 
the present shaking of the religious and moral world, announce the 
commg of the desire of aU nations in his kingdom ? During the past y^ar 
the ** Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.^ In giv- 
ing a view of the state of religion, as it was reported by the several ua- 
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iiktAttCKaRtion8,aiidbytfacdQi»fecrMMHcalbodietiac^^ 
us, we perform a doty moot pleannt. 

A year like diepaat; to distingiiiflhed for extenaive revivals of retigkB; 
exempt fixxB diflorder» has probably never been witnened in this couiiUy* 
We'present not a tofitarv town or viUsjge refreshed bv the dews of divine 
grace ; not afew chorcbes and socieriee where the Lord has made bare 
nis arm, tai the enppremion of vice, and in the vindicatian of the troth ; 
not a few soulsv here and there Qne» converted by the grace of God ; 
but maavy very many. villaget» townt and dries, in afanost att (larts of the 
lilted SbUest from Georgia to Maine, and from ttie Attantic to the Mia- 
sifllppi, which have expernced a woricof the Holy Spirit; and tJiomands 
of soola have tasted and seen tiiat the Lord is good and grackns. 

Bat to pass to a more partloahtf statement— 

The report of the Hartford North Assodation states, that there m 
within their limits mneteen chordies, sixteen of whidh are soppHed 
with pastors, and three are vacant ; that they have been called to moom' 
the loss of a respected fother and brptlier, m tlie sadden death of the 
Rev. N. Prudden of Enfield ; that the Rev. Francb L. Robblns has been 
ordained as his soccessor, with great harmony and'onanimitv among tlie 
people ; that the Rev, E. Mason has been dismissed from nis jpastorsl 
charge ; tliat tlie Rev. Ammi linaley has been consecrated to the work 
of the ^^ospel ministry in th^ first society in Hardand, and that there is 
a pleasmg prospect of the speedy resettlement of the goqiel ministfy» in 
tiie first sQcie^ of East Hartford. 

The report nirther states^ that by the liberal proviAm made by tlie 
Legislature for the support of a chapiam at Nevmte pfiaon, the society 
of Turkey Hills have been enabled to make an effort, fer the reestablish- 
ment of gospel ordinibces among them, and have now a prospect of the 
speedy arttlement of a minister. The societies of East iuitland. West 
Hartland, and ^n|on Brook have been visited with the special opera- 
tions of die Holy Spirit ; and In some other plages, there has been more 
attentioo than oBoal to the concerns of the souL The monthly conceit of 
prayer has been observedi and female Charitable Societies have beea 
formed in most of the churches within their Hmiti. 

'Hie Assoctation of Hartford Sooth reported, that tficy consist of she* 
teen churches, three of which are vacant ; that during the past year« 
there has been generally a prevailing and nicreasmg attention to public 
worahipiand the Instituted means oTgrace, and that nnmben have been 
added to thdr churches. The phices which have been most hi|^ fit> 
▼ored of God, bv the effiiskiis of his Spirit, are Bristol, Ghuienbnir, 
Kensnigton and wdoott In Bristol fifhr-five have been added to the 
church, and about twenty more are nnmoered among the suNects of re* 
newing grace ; thirty-three have ndted with the church in Kensnigtan ; 
twenty-two with the church m Wolootti aadforty with the church inGb»- 
tentxiry. 

The Wettem Assodation of the County of New Haven reported, thtf 
within thdr limits there are 19 churches, 2 of wluch are destitute or 
pastors. The itate of morals is thought tobe improving ; violations of 
the Sabbath, espedally bv travdfin^, are less gross and frequent than 
formerly; and the abuse of ardent spirits Is not so great and extensive aa 
heretofore. The faifiuence of AssooatkxMk formed lor die puiXMse, has 
evidently been favorable to the interests of moralitv. 

Several new Cent Societies have been formed tne last year, and with 
the increase of them we have noticed with pleasure an increaring aQGci<> 
tude for the education of indigent pious voung men for the ministry. 

We have to acknowledge, la praise of divine goodness, that some'paits 
of the vineyard have been watered with the dews of divine grace 

Tht subjects ofthe revival of reli|{ion in Yale Cdlege, the preceding 
year, have the last year been gathered mto the churdi» tomenttinbiBrof from 
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40toSa Inthetoimcf Mitfbrd, aadalsaapartof thetownaf Wood' 
brid^ a oonnderable number have bopefiiUy fwen brou^t into the kit)g» 
don. Within the laat eigfit months, upwards of a hundred have been 
received into the two ooogregadoosl churches in the city of New Ha- 
VCD, ooosiBting principaify of youth and young married people. 

The AasooatioD of the Eastern District of New Haven County re- . 
potted, that th«r consist of thirteen churches, two of wluch are vacant ; 
that to these cnurches 115 members have been added since the last 
aseeting of the General Assodatioo, and that there has been one mraister 
^smiitd, vis. Rev. Humphrey M* Perrine from Qieshirei 

Thouglh tlie Association have to lament the general prevalence of hike- 
warmness in religion in their c ongregations, yet they would mention with 
fervent gratitude, that there liave been consideraue revivals in Nordi- 
ford, Durham, and East Haven ^that pleasiiu; eSbcts of the recent revi- 
vals are still manifest in Merid^ and Brannrd ; tiiat ttie churchesare 
eeneraOy in peace; tliatcatechetical inslructioos are attended with hope- 
Sil prospects; and that the influence of Moral Societies in several places 
basoeensahitary. 

The Association in the county of New London reported, that they coo- 
nst of eighteen churches, four of which are vacant ; that no very signal 
Mid extended revivals of reU^on had marked the last year. Theeast 
parish in Lyme is however noticed, as a part of the vineyard, on which 
the Lord has seen fit to ram down righteousness. Individuals in the 
towns of New London, Franklin, Norwicn,andNew Salem, m Colchester, 
have likewise en)erienoca the gradous operatians of the Holy Ghost. ^ 
The town of Pkunfield has been greatly afflicted by the death of the 
Rev. Dr. Benedict, and by the destruction of theb* meeting house. The 
iormaikii of Sunday schools, Cent Societies» and odier charitable institu- 
tioQs in various phioes, promises great usefubiesB. 

The Assodation in tne Westen distria of Fairfiekl countv reported, 
that there are within their limits sixteen churches, eleven of which are 
vippUed with pastors, and five vacant. The S|urit of God has desended 
upon many in that regioui like rain i^kxi the mown grass ; like showers 
that water the eardi. Eleven out of their (hixteen parishes have been 
more or less cxtennvdv watered durimr the past year ; and in some of 
them the pcwle of Goo have never UBbre witnessed such wonders of 
his pace The places visited with the special operations of the ^irit, 
are Stamford, North Stemfbrdy Fairfield, Norwalk, Norfiek), Ridgebuiy, 
HklgefiekL New Canaan, Wilton, Greensfisrms, and Middlesex. 

In Fairfield the bopefiil subjects of renewing grace are about seventy, 
fifigr-twoof whom have been added to the church. 

In Norwalk, one hundred and five have made a profiession, and many 
more hope that they have passed from death unto fife. God has indeed • 
appeared m his gloiy,to build up Zion* 

It is stated that nothme like enthusiasm has, so fitr as b known, attended 
the work. Convictions nave been deep and generally silent, though some 
have earnestly asJced, in the extreme amy of their souls, ** What shall 
we do to be saved ^" In few instances nave the subjects of this glorious 
work expressed any great fears of future punishment. The general im- 
pression nas been in.tne veiy first stage of convictions. Oh, how have we 
sinned against a God of infinite holiness and goodness ! It \s sm, it is in- 
gratitude to God, whkh bears me down. 

It is with pleasure the Gvcneral Association learn that the other revi- 
vals in this state have the same general character. 

The Associatkn of Fairfield East reported, that withm their Umits 
there are 13 churches ; that since the last meeting of the General Asao- 
eiation, they have been deprived of ooje of theii' most respectable and 
osefiil ministers, in the late oeath of Dr. Ely. The church in Hunting- 
t«9 thus bereaved is Uie only one, witliin their limits, that has become va- 
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cant the past year. There are 4 Tacatioin in the BIstriet. Several tite- 
gfegatfons have been bleswcl with the canvindngand sanctifying influences 
of tne Holy Spirit. A revival of religion began in Hanttn^;ton, Riptan 
Society, before tlie death df theh* late pastor, and still continues. The 
meeting of the General Association in Danbuiy was preceded by the 
prayers of the pioas, for a divine blessing on the relieious services (v that 
body, and was followed, by the special ootponring cf the Spirit of God : 
alxxit 50 in that place have hoperally been hrought into the kingdom. In 
Bridgeport, Brookfield, Bethel, and New MiiKird, there is at present 
an unusual attention to religion. Meetings fen* prayer and religkRis corn 
ferences have been frequent and have been blessed to the awakening of 
sinners, to the comfort, animation, and joy of the children of God. Abont 
5K00 have made a profession of refijgpon within the district the past year. 

ITie Original Association of Wmdham County report, that among tfie 
twenty-five congregations within their limits, a cofBiderable number of 
them are without any special season of awakening. In otiiers there is 
^ometfiing encouraging and hopefuli pHrticularly in the churches in Wood- 
stock, the first church in Lebanon, and the first church in Windiiam. In 
these churches an extraordinary measure of dhrine infloence has been 
felt. The resnlt has been an acces«on to the famHy of Christ of abont 
i50 members, and an obvious increase of strength and comfort fn that 
part of the vineyard of the Lord. 

The Association of Litchfield North reported that they consisC df 19 
churches, of which two only are vacant ; that the past year has aflbrded 
such astonishing displays of divine grace, a? have never before been wit* 
nesscd, in that part of the vineyard. There is scarcely a church widdn 
their limits, but has experienced, in a greater or less degree, Uie special 
operations of the Hofy apirit, and in many instances the work has been 
great and truly astonishing. The towns which have been moat signally 
favored, are ^lirfwry, Cotebrook, Norfolk, Wmchester, Canton, Goshen, 
Canaan, Cornwall, Kent, Torrington and Sharon. In Salisbury akne 
more than 900 have become hopeful subjects of divine grace, and the 
a^regate number of those who liave been hoiseiuHy brought into the 
kingdom within ttie limits of the Association during the past year, b not 
less than twehe hundred, six h^pdred of whom nave already made a 
public profession of their €dth m Christ This is the Lord's ddng and 
K is marvellous in our e^es. 

The Association of Litchfield South reported, that they consist of 16 
churches, t2 of which are supplied with pastors ; that although a few 
months past they were experiencing the frowns of a righteous provi'- 
dence, yet God has begun to turn again their captivitv. There has been 
during the past year a pleasing work of God in the school of young ladies 
at Litchfield, 60 of whom it is charitably hoped have become the subjects 
of divine grace. This work has extended more or less into the parish, 
and is still gradualljr progressing. There are at this time very extensive 
and powerful revivals in Harwmton and New Preston. In Bridgewater 
and \f ashington revivals have also recently commenced, and in almost 
every society within the Umits of tlie A^ociation, there are at this 
time (iome precious tokens of the gracious presence of God. A ereat 
cloud seems to overshadow those churches, and the pec^le of Goa are 
looking up full of ex|)ectation of a copious shower. 
* The Middlesex Association reported, that they consist of 15 churches, 1 
vacant ; that the aspect is 6avoi^le, in a general view, in their respestive 
congt^gations, as regards religion and morals ; that in some places there 
liave been revivals of religion ; and that in Westbrook jjarticularly, a so- 
ciety in Saybrook, the, Lord has appeai^ed in his glory to build up Zion, 
in which place about 70 have already been numbered with the nopeful 
subjects of renewing grace. In Chester, the fourth parish in Saybrook* 
made vacant by the death of Rev. S. Mills, the Rev. Nehemiah B. Beards- 
\y lias been settled in ihtf work of the gospel ministn'. 



17 

The Anociatioo of TcUaiid coooty repented, that the^ 
es widun their liinits, IS of which aie supplied with i^a^tors Of the 
icmaioii^ three, one has been destitute cf the stated ministiy of the goa- 
|Mb1 floore thao 30 years. Two nunisters have been settled in the course 
cf the year ; one in Bdcont aod the other in the south society in Covent* 
xy, ana both with very flattering prospects. Revivals of religion have 
recently commenced in the south society in Coventry, and in the societies 
'ef Gimd and Andover. In ToUand also, a work cf grace made its ap- 
peamnoei about two months since ; it has pervaded all parts of the town, 
and diq^ysy iu a very signal manner, tne power and grace of Zion^s 

iW General Association are animated by the information received 
firam te Delegates of the General Assembly of the Prest)vterian Church. 
Ma&y sections of this extensive portion ct God's Zion nave been copi* 
ondy watered with showers cf divine grace in the course cC the last year* 
AmoQg the ha^|iv effects of these numerous and highlv encouraging re- 
-vivab, are a visible decrease of infidelity and immorality, numerous ad-^ 
^tions to the communion of the churdi, an important increase of char- 
itable and religious Assbciatians, and a growing aeal tn ^pply the destitute 
with the worn of life, and extend the means of salvaUon to the mifiions 
who are rea4y ^ P^'*'™* The call for missionaiy labors is louder than 
in preceding years ; and it is peculiarly gratifying that God seems to 
be providing to meet this exigence, by imparting new misMonary ardor, 
specially to a number of young ministers, and by dispoong many prom* 
ianr vouth to set their fooe towards the holjr ministry. 

Atnough precluded from direct information from the General Asso- 
ciation of Massachusetts Proper, by the failure of the attendance of the 
del^atkm from that body, we have indirectly learned, that ** animating 
revivals of relinon have olessed many of the congregations in the coun- 
ties of Hampsmre, Hamden, and Berkshire, and in other parts of the 
state, which nave introduced hundreds into the bosom of tl» Christian 
cfanrch* The Theological Institution at Andover is stated to be in a 
floDT^diing condition ; and a Society has been latelv formed in that states 
which promises to afibrd efficient aid to pious and indigent young men, 
whose nearts God has inclined to the gospel ministry/' 

The report from the General Association of New Hamp&bire, while it 
evinces that extensive portions of that state are destitute of religious 
instniction, and that various species of error and immorality are, to a 
oonnderable degree, prevalent, exhibits much to encourage the hopes and 
gladdoi the heartsj^ the friends of Zion. The number of foithfbi minis- 
ters of the everlasting gospel u gradually increasing. Two Missionary 
Societiesy with very respectable resources, are making vigorous exertions 
to advance the interests of truth and holiness. Cent Societies are very 
generally established, and they produce a large revenue for pious and 
charitaue objects ; and an institution, formed for the purpose of aidinein- 
^gent and pious youth in obtaining an education for the Christian mmis- 
try, has under its patronage an encouranng number of such characters, 
wno are preparing for the service of God in the gospel of his Son. Sev- 
eral towns have been mercifully visited with a special effusion of the di« 
divme Spirit, and in each, many have been quickened and made alive to 
God. In various places, especially in the southeastern section of the 
sAate, which lias long presented a scene of moral and religious desolation, 
cburdies are reviving, ministers have been established, the means of 
grace are enjoyed, and numbers are called into the kingdom of Christ 

In the replort from the General Convention of Vermont, although ma- 
ny particulars which it contains are highly unpropitious, there are others 
which fm*nish ground for encouragement and nope, and caU for gratitude 
and joy. While in very many churches a deplorable degree of luke- 
warmness and religious insennmlity is witnessed, and in a large propor- 
tion rf the congregations in the state, a spirit of slumber is apparent^ 

3 
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several places have been viated in mercv, and number& have« ixt eftch, 
been turned from the world to God. While the number of ministers 1^ 
diminishing, those who remain, with scarcely an exception, are sound \a 
their principles, and laborious and faithful in their endeavors to ad- 
vance the interests of pure and undefiled relKion. Bible Sodeties have 
been established in almost eveiy county, and Charitable AasociatiQiis» 
espedally of females, have been formed in a lam proportioo of the 
towns. The Missionary Society of the state, wim very conaderaUe 
means, is paralysed in itsexertions by die want of suitable persons to em- 
pkiv in its service, and destitute congregations, in many instanoesy re- 
main destitute, because none are to be obtSnedto mmister to them inlio> 
ly things. It is hoped, however, that the eSertionar which are raakmg» 
widi %'ery animating prospects of success, to brfaw forward indigent and 
pious youth, and educate them for the ministrv, wuL at no distant period, 
•upply this deficiency, which is now fo sensibly, and so severelv felt 

In view of the wh«e subject presented to us, we exclaim, ^ What hadi 
God wromdit !" It is 1^ own wDrk— we bow with reverence before Him, 
saying, " Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give gHiT* 
fbr thy meror and for th^ truth's sake ** What shall we render unto We 
Lord for all nis benefitsr We would call upon our brethren in the minia- 
try, and all the churches of our divine Redeemer* to say in the language 
odr pious gratitude, ** M^ soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced m God my Saviour." It is to be lamented that inattention to the 
great concerns of the soul prevails in many places, and we are grie v ed 
UiBt anv of our churches should remain unmoved in thb day a God'k 
mercifiii vititation. Oh, how mjurious would it be to their own souls, and 
to the souls of others, should they be passed by without participadng in 
this season of refreshmg from the presence of die Lord f The ori|;faten- 
ing prospects of Zkn cheer our hearts, and move our best affections to 
the Oiver of every good |;ift Charittible institutions multiply. The 
public spirit of benevdenoe increases. The waste places are buildingtip. 
Christian communfonr and fellowship are becoming more delightfuL The 
daughter^ of Jerusslem are noUy devoted to the noblest cause. The 
signs of the times indicate that the happy period is arrived for a comlM- 
DM movement of the Christian phalanx against the enemies of truth and 
righteousness When Satan bqgins to fall like lightning fitom heaven, let 
all Christians be awake m their stations. Let every arm be nerved, and 
every church remember that her God b in the nudst of her;-^mMty 
works are wrought ; — many are amased at die .maiufeststiott oT the 
power and grace of God ; but it is the work of Hkn, who is the Lord 
strong and mighty. Let there be then no discouragement, fbr this is the 
language of the blessed Redeemer to all his followen, ** Be thou foithful 
unto doith, and I will give thee a crown of life.** 

Fdedy That the Rev. Abel Flint be requested to superintend 
the printing and distribution of the minutes of this Association. 

FifUd^ That the sum of twentj-five Dollars be allowed to the 
Rev. Abel Flint for his services as Treasurer, the present year, and 
for superintending the printing and distribution of the minutes. 

FoUdy That the next meeting of the General Associatioa of 

Connecticut be at East Guilford, at the house of the Rev. John 

£lliott, die third Tuesday of June, 1817, at 11 o'clock, A. AL 

After a prayer by the Rev. Cyms Gildersleeve, and singing a 

hymn, adjourned sine die. 

Attest, 

LYMAN BEECHER, } ^^^^^^ 

SAMUEL P. WILLIAMS, ] ^^^^^' 



4ecamU of Moneyruewtd hy Ae Trtanirer of ihe General Associaiion 
of Connecticut, from Jvly 1, 181&, to July 1, 1816. 



Received from several Churches. 
— viaB — 



Haveiii ---<-2200 
Woodbury, -----*300 

ToOand, 3 00 

Coventry, l^ortb, - - - - 1 00 
Hebron, First, ... - . o 50 

GUead,- - - 
Marlboroaghi . . . - 



1 00 
50 



SomersL 
Staffijrd, West, 

naitiQRly rirBt, 
MuUbit], North* 



1 





6 
1 
5 



00 
50 
50 
Si 
50 
00 
50 
00 



Stamford, North, .... 2 10 
Mkldlesez, - - 3 00 
First, .... 4 ^ 

Furfield, 365 

Mansfield, North, - * - - 1 50 
Woodstock, North, - - • 1 50 
Poinfret, 150 



Total from Churches, - g 43 01 

From Associations^ viz. 

Hartfbtd South, - - - ( 10 00 
Middlesex, ------500 

Litch6e]d, Noith, - - - > 5 00 

Amount of Rec^tSi - - X 63 01 



Didmrsemtnis hy the Treasurer, from July 1, 1815, to July 1, 1816, 

For oopying and superintending the printing and distribution of 

the Minutes of 1815, and services as Treasurer, as 

per Vote ctf the Association, - - - - -S^OO 

Postage of letters, - - - - - * - -0 50 

Printmg Minutes of 1815, .--..-.2300 

Do. Coradtution of Domestic MissioDaiy Society, - * 5 00 

Rev. Andrew EUiot, Delegate to Massachusetts* - - 11 00 

StHilClark, Dow - - Da - - - 10 64 

Timothy P. Gillet, Do. New Hampshire, - - 11 20 

William L. Strong, Da Vermont, - - - 12 48 

Royal Tyler, Da General Assembly, - 2 40 

Daniel &nith, Da - - Da - - - 10 75 

John Marshy Da- -Do. * - - 17 60 

Amount cf DisbursementSi g 129 57 
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Oenertd SkUemeni* 

BaJaoce «o hand, July 1, 1815, - - - - - <»S113 0S 
Receipts from July 1| 1615, to Jdy 1. ISl^ - - - - 63 01. 

176 08 
Diabunements, as per preceifiDg sMenneDtf - - - - 139 57 

Balance on hand, July 1, 1816^ $4649 

ABELFUMT, Drtamnr* 
Hartford, July I9 1816. 



Tee Treasnrer of the General Associatioii of Conneeticiit, por- 
foant to a Vote of that Body, submits to his Fathers and Brethren, 
of the several District AssociatioDS, the annexed Schedule, as asoit- 
ahle form, according to ^rliich returns may be made to the GeneKal 
Association. 

Under the head of REMARKS in the Schedule, mention (he set- 
tlement, death, or dismission of ministers within the year ; the 
names and places of abode of unsettled ministers and candidates 
within the limits of the Association ; the stltte of religion, as to 
irevivals, or the existence, rise and progress of errors ; and in gene- 
ral the aspect of religion and morals. It may be proper also to 
mention under this head, the names and oljects of charitable in- 
titutions. 

In the column for Names of the Churches, it will be well to in- 
sert the name of the town and the name of the society in which 
the Church is. In the column containing the Names of the Pas- 
tors, either leave a blanlK or put the word VacaM against destitute 
Churches. 
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PROCEEDlNGiS 



OF THfi 



«t 



GENERAL ASSOCUTION 



OF 



CONNECTICUT, 



JUNE, 1817. 



HARTFORD : 

PETSR B. GlifiASON & CO. PEniTSBV. 

1817. 



FR0CEEDINO8 



OF THE 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 



At a Meeting ef the General AssoeioHm rf Cam^eOkvij eU Bast 
Guilford, the third Tueaday of June, A. D. 1817 : Present, 






Bev. Messrs. 

Nathaniel Gaylord, 
Noah Porter, 

WiUiam Lockwood, 
Caleb J. Tenney, 

Mark Mead, 
Jason Allen, 

James Noyes, 
Erastus Ripley, 

Ira Hartt 
Timothy Tuttle» 

John Noyes, 
William Bonney, 

William Andrews, 
Daniel Crocker, 

LadoTicns Weld, 
Jftmes Porter, 

Charles Prentice, 
Pitkin Cowles, 

Lyman Beecher, 
Fosdic Harrison, 

William Lyman, D. D. ) 
David D. Field, $ 

David B. Ripley, 

Joshua L. Wilson, 
Samuel Fisher, 
Thomas H. Skinner, 

Bancroft Fowler, 



I 



John Woodbridge, 

Laban Ainsworth, 
Gad Newel, 



I 



From 

Hartfoid Nortii Assodation 
Hartford South 
New Haven West 
New Haven Bast 
New London 
Fairfield West 
Fairfield East 
Windham Original 
Utchfiekl North 
Litchfield South 

Middlesex 

Tolland 

From the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. 

From the General Convention of 
Vermont 

From the General Associatkm of 
Massachusetts Proper. 

From the General Association of 
New Hfuii|«hire. 



4 Mimdea tf tke Qmmd AssocMm. 

The Rev. Ira Hart was ehosen Scribe. 

Tbe Rev. William Lyman, U. D. was chosen Moderator, 

The Rev. David D. Field was chosen Assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read. 

The meeting was openad with prayer by the Moderator. 

The system of Rules for tbe regulation of business before the 
Association was read. 

The Rev. Messrs. Tenney, Fisher, Crocker, Woodbridge, 
Newel, and £. Ripley were appointed a Committee of overtures. 

Tbe Associational Sermon was delivered by the Rev. William 
Andrews, from 1 Thessalonians v. 25. Brethren^ yrng fw us. 

The Committee of overtures made a report which w^as accepted. 

Received and accepted the report of delegates from the Gen- 
eral Association to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church ; to the General Convention of Vermont ; to the General 
Association of Massachusetts Profier ; and to the General As60«^- 
ation of New Hamiishire. 

The following persons were appointed to ct^rtify the regular 
standing of preachera travelling from this into other parts of 
the United Sstates, viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkiqs, D. D. 
Calvin Chapin, D. D. Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. Jaafies Noyes, 
Joseph Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. Elijah Waterman, Mo- 
ses C. Welch, O. Db Jonathan Miller, Lyman fieecher, Frederic 
W. Uotchkiss, and Nathan Williams, D. D. 

The following penons were chosen receivers of money in their 
respective Associations, for the Treasury of the General Associa- 
tion, viz. Rev. Messrs. |lenry A. Rowland, Joab Brace, Samuel 
Merwin, Timothy P. Gillet, Salmon Cone, Roswei R. Swan, Eli- 
jah Waterman, James Porter, Charles Prentice) Joshua Williams, 
David Selden, and Ephraim T. Woodruff. 

The report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut was received, read, and accepted. Su Appetidix, No. L 

Wednesday, June 18. 

The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Missiona- 
ry Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday 
of August next, viz. the Hon. Jonathan Brace, the Hon. Eliziir 
Goodrich, John Caldwell, Esq. Enoch Perkins, Esq. Samuel Pit- 
kin, Esq. Mr. Thomas Hubbard, the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Per- 
kins, D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, D. D. Moses C. Welch, 
D. D. Samuel €k>odrich, and Henry A. Rowland. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was cjppen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Abel FUnt, Auditor of the Missionry Society of Connecticut, for 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next 

The following persona were chosen Directors of the Domestic 
Missionary Society for Connecticut and its vicinity, for the year 
ensuing, viz. Timothy Dwight, Timothy Stillman, Matthew Mar- 
vin, Esq. Richard Hubbard, John Hall, Esq. Stephen Peck, Esq^ 
and the Rev. Messrs. Abel Flint, Samuel Merwin, Abel M'Eweiu 
Lyman Beecher, Daniel Dow, and Matthew R. Dntton. 
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The Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor was choeen Seeretary ; George * 
Sjiencer, Treasurer ; and Rossei Bunce, Auditor of the I^omestie 
Mi-sioaary Society, for the year ensuing. 

The jiccount of the Treasurer of the General Association was 
exhibited and approved. See Appendix^ No. II. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. Cal- 
vin Chapin, Auditor of the General Association for the year en- 
suing. 

The Rev. Messrs. Beecher, Lock wood, and Tenney were ap- 
pointed a Committee to devise some method of raising money for- 
tfae Treasury of the General Association. 

The report of the Direetora of the Domestic Missionary Socie- 
ty for Connecticut and its vicinity was exhibited and approved. 
See Appendixy No. HI 

The Kev. Messrs. E. Ripley, Andrews, Bonney,«and Beecher 
were appointed a Committee to take into consideration the Domes- 
tic Missionary Society, and report. 

Fotcdy That at 2 o'clock, P. M. the Association will attend to 
an enquiry respecting the state of religion within its limits, and the 
limits of the several ecclesiastical bodies in its connection ; and 
that the Rev. Messrs. Fowler, Wilson, Boooey, Cowles, James 
Ko> es, and Newel, be a Committee to prepare a summary ac- 
count of the same, from the narratives which shall be given in, to 
be reported to this body. 

The Rev. Messrs. DIodate Brockway, Erastus Ripley, and Na- 
thaniel W. Taylor were chosen delegates to the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, to convene in Philadelphia, the 
tbird Thursday of May, 1818 ; and the Rev. Messrs. Noah Porter, 
Bennet Tyler, and Asa King were appointed their substitutes. 

The Rev. Joab Brace was chosen delegate to the Gener- 
al Convention of Vermont, to meet at Middlebur3% the second 
Tuesday of September next ; and the Rev. David Smith was ap- 
pointed his substitute. 

The Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. and Erastus Scranton 
were chosen delegates to the General Association of MassachuseitB 
Profier, to convene the fourth Tuesday of June, 1818; and the 
Rev. Messrs. William Lockwood and Joseph Harvey, were ap- 
pointed their substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Samuel Merwin and Stephen W. Stehbins 
were chosen delegates to the General Association of New Hamp- 
shire, to convene at Exeter, the third Tuesday of September next ; 
and the Rev. Messrs. Caleb J. Tenney and William Bonney 
were appointed their sutfstitutes. 

The Rev. Erastus Ripley was appointed to preach the Concio 
ad Clerum^ at the Commencement in New Haven, in September 
next. 

The Rev. Messrs. Tenney, Beecher, Andrews, Weld, nml Skin- 
ner were appointed a Committee, to refiort on the mran» of im- 
2^roveoient in morals and religion. 



9 Minuks of the General Assodatian. 

The Goniiiittee, appointed '^ to take into consideration the Do- 
DieBtic Mitsbnary Society, &c.'^ reported several resolationiy wMch 
^ere adopted, as follows : 

B^sokedt That it be recommended to each church in the State, 
in connection with this body to have a c4Kitribution« on the first 
Sabbath of September, for the purpose of aiding destitute and fee- 
ble chufches and societies, in providing for themselves the stated 
enjoyment of gospel ordinances ; and that the contributions be 
paid over to the Treasurer of the Domestic Missionary Society; 
also that, in all places where it may be deemed expedient, the eoa- 
giegation be invited to unite with the church in the contritiution. 

R€Mhed^ That it be recommended, that the Address of the Di- 
rectors of said Society be read to the congregation, in places 
where it has not already been done, on some Sabbath not long 
preceding the annual contribution in September next ; and that 
the Report of the Directors, exhibited to this Association, he 
read in all the congregations in the State, on the Sabbath prece- 
ding the annual contribution. 

Regokedf That, in addition to the publication of the Report, 
with the minutes of the Association, the Treasurer of this body, 
procure 600 copies of the same to be printed at the expense of 
the Society, and distribute them to the district Associations as 
speedily as possible. 

Attended to the enquiry respecting the state of religion, after 
which the Association united with the church in this place, and 
a numerous assembly of visiting clergymen, and memt»erB of other 
churches, in commemorating the Saviour's dying love, in the sa- 
cramental supper. The season was peculiarly solemn and delight* 
All to the friends of the Redeemer. 

Thursday, June 10. 

The Committee, appointed ^ to devise some nethod of raising 
money,'' reported a resolution, which was adopted as follows : 

Resolved, That the members of the District Associations, who 
do not receive contributions from their churches for the pnrpose» 
consider themselves bound to pay annually, for the Treasuiy of 
the General Association, one dollar each. 

The General Association received from the Scribe of the Con- 
sociation of Windham county, a copy of the proceedings of that bo- 
dy, at Brooklyn, in February last, on a charge of here^ againal 
the Rev. Luther Wilson, junior pastor of the church in that place, 
which was read, and ordered to be placed among the files of the 
Association. 

The Kev. Messrs. N. Porter and Fisher were appointed a Com* 
mitte to re(K>rt respecting the church standing of deposed ministeri. 
They reported a resolution, which was adopted, as follows : 

ResolvetLf That when a minister is deposed from the ministerial 
office, he is not, of course, to be considered as excommunicated 
from the church ; and that it belongs to the Council which dep<^ 
s€8 him to decide concerning his Cluistian standing. 
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Foied^ Th|it the Register of this Association be directed to pro- 
Giiie, at their expense, a suitable book, and therein to insert all the 
standiog rules of thb body, in regular order, to accompany the 
Associational book, for the use of the members. 

The Conmiittee, appointed ^ to report on the means of improve- 
ment in morals and religion,^ reported a pastoral letter to the 
churches and congregations, which was accepted, and ordered to 
be printed with the minutes of this body. See Appendix^ No. lY. 

The Committee, appointed *' to prepare a summary account of 
the state of relifpon, ie.'" made a report which was recommitted 
to the same Committee, with the addition of the Rev. Messrs. 
Tenney, Weld, Field, and N. Porter. 

Friday, June 20. 

The Committee on the state of religion exhibited a report which, 
being amended, was accepted and directed to be printed with the 
minutes. See Appendix, No. V. ^ 

FoUd, That the Schedule of the state of the churches, for the 
past year, be printed with the minutes of this Association. Su 
Appendix^ No. VI. 

Resolved^ That the General Association highly approve of the 
Charitable Society of Connecticut for the education of indigent 
pious young men for the gospel ministry, and earnestly recommeiid 
It to the patronage of the Christian public. 

Foied^ That tl^ receivers of money, in the several District As- 
sociations, be requested to collect, and pay, as soon as possible, in- 
to the Treasury of the General Association, the sum recommen- 
ded by a vote of this body. 

Foledy unanimously, That the thanks of the General Association 
be returned, by the Scribe, to the pastor, church, and congre- 
. gation in this place, for the kindness and hospitality which they 
have manifested to this body, during the present session. 

Foied, That the Rev. Abel Flint be requested to superintend 
the printing and distribution of the minutes of this Associa- 
tion. 

FoUd, That the sum of twenty-five dollars be allowed to the 
Rev. Abel Flint for his services as Treasurer, the present year, 
and for superintending the printing and distribution of the min- 
iites. 

Foied, That the next meeting of the General Association of 
Connecticnt be at Middletown, at the house of the Rev. Chaun- 
oey A. Goodrich, the third Tuesday of June, 1818, at 11 o'clock, 
A. M/ 

After a prayer by the Rev. Laban Ainswortb, and singing a 
hymn, ac^joumed, sitie die. 

WILLIAM LYMAN, Moderator. 



IRA HART, } g^ 

DAVID D. FIELD. \ ^<^^^^* 
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No. I. 



Report or the Tnntees of the MiBsionaiy Societ;^ of Con* 
nectieat. 

To the Mmionary Society of Conmectkuty to be convened si EaH 
Guilford, the third Tuesday of June, 1817. 

The Tnistees of the Society beg leave to sabmit the follow- 
ing Report :--- 

On this anniversar>' of the Missionary Society, we congratulate yoo 
on the success which has crowned your exertions to promote the caus6 
of Christ by missionary labors 

Through the goodness of God, your Trustees have been enabled to 
send a& great a number of Missionaries into the field of labor, as at for- 
mer periods. Theie have «}ne forth as heralds of salvation to perish- 
ing sinners. The number of Missionaries commissioned within the past 
year is thirty. Some of these have labored in the service dF the Socie^ 
the whMie, and some a part of the time. Sixteen 6f diese Missionaries 
Iiave parochial charges m the new settlements, aAd devote only a stipo^ 
lated portion of their time to missionary services. The Missionaries have 
traversed a vast tract of country ; preached often ; formed churches ; 
administered ordinances ; attended conferences ; and visited schools and 
femilies. By their instnimentality, error has been restrained, and the 
cause <^ truth advanced, llicir labors have been attended, in general, 
with success ; and, in some places, with the special mfluences of the 
Holy Spirit By the people they liave been received with great cordiali- 
ty, and treated witli kind attention. It has been their gnef that more 
Missionat-ics could not be united with tliem in the glorious work ; the 
field of their labor being so extensive, that little could be done, compa- 
red witli the necessities and desires of the people. But we have reason 
to believe, that great good has been effected by your Missionaries, how- 
ever dtsproportioned to the field of labor 

The people, as they become aUe, are inclined to settle gospel minis- 
ters among tliem ; and. even before, are so sensible of the importance of 
this, as to make liberal contributions By this means the term of mission- 
ary service is prolonged, and a greater number is sent among them thao 
the funds of the Society would otherwise admit. 

The expenses, the year past, have a little exceeded the income ari- 
sing from the contribution in May, 1816, collections by Missionaries, do- 
nauons, and interest on the peratanent fund. Your Trustees have 
therefore employed as many Missionaries as the funds of the bodety 
would permit. 

The places where your Missionaries have labored, the time employed, 
the amount of expenditures for missionary purposes, a list of the boofcs 
and pamphlets distributed in the new settlements, also a particular 
statement of the funds, you will sec in the printed Narrative accompa- 
nying this rcpoi-t. 

We rejoice that the Legislature of tliis State have favored the missicii- 
ary cause, by authori'^ing contributions to aid the benevolent design ; and 
that the gofx! people of the State, awake to the importance of sending • 
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the gospel to dieir brethren, i^ho are scattered in the wilderness, as 
sheep without a shei>herd, have so liberally contributed to the impor- 
tant object. For their future encouragement, we feel watranted to say, 
where a missionaTy zeal has prevailed, there have been unusual effusions 
of the Hoi/ Spirit. In what other period have there been such marvel- 
lous dbplays of divine grace ? " Do not these things, like the pillar of 
the doud, and of the fire, in the camp of Israel, betoken the divine pre- 
sence to have attended the course of missionary labors ?'* What an en- 
couragement ^is this, t)oth to ministers and peofde, to press on in the glo- 
'iOto work ? We hope and pray dicy may not be weary in well domg. 

The king of Tkm has smiled on your institution. He has been pleased 
to crown your ^ffiirts with success. Let this animate yon to every proba- 
ble means of augmenting your funds, u) order to enable the Trustees to 
engage more laborers, and send them forth to promote the cause of the 
[j^orious Redeemer. You are workers together with God, and with mul- 
titudes of your fellow Christians, in the different quarters of the globe, in 
extending the news of salvation to |)erishine sinners. How happy are 
you to be indulged with an opportunity to take a part in communicating 
the gospel of the blessed Jesus to the destitute ! How happy to live in a 
day, when the triumphs of the cross are so manifest, and when you may 
cootribute so much to aid its triumphs ! 

The object is rising in importance, llie field is whitening to harvest ; 
and the laborers are yet few compared with the multitudes who are des- 
titute of the word of eternal life. Though many have gone to preach 
the way of salvation to perishing ^ners, many more are wanted. Your 
Trustees are constantly urged to send more Missionaries. They have 
endeavored to select those parts where Missionaries are most wanted^ 
9Bd where there appeared to be the greatest prospect of success. 

We desire to praise the great head of the church, that he has grant- 
ed such success to missionary exertions ; that new churches are forming, 
and languishing ones are strengthened ; that the wilderness is banning 
to blossom as the ix)se, and echo the praises of God. We look t6wan% 
with joyful expectations, to that blesed day, when our brethren, who are 
scattered through the western coutry, shall be gathered into churdies ; 
when temples of the Lord shall arise in every town ; and the word of 
salvation, and ordinances of the gospel, shall be statedly administered^ 
But in order to this, great exertions must be made ; much expense 
must be incurred God makes use of instruments and means to accom-* 
plish his purposes ; and all who have the gospel should unite in this great 
work. The Lord has the disposal of the trea-surcs of the earth ; and 
we trust he will use them to accomplish hb gracious designs respecting 
the church. 

It should excite our gratitude to God, that a missioQary spirit prevails 
in 90 great a decree ; that Missionary Societies are riang ; BiUe Socle- 
ties, Tract Societies, with so many Auxiliaries ; and that Female As^ 
^ociatioDs are assisting the glorious work. Surelv this is the Lord's do- 
ing, and the events accomplished are marvellous in our eyes. The 
Christian worid, after a death-like slumber for ages, is m a manner 
awake to the interests of Christ's kingdom. How eventful is the present 
period ! We see the prophecies rapidly hastening to their accomplishment. 
Missionaries are sounding the gospel trumpet ; and many have already 
fled to the standard of Christ. We look forward, with joyful expecta- 
tion, to the happy day, when the heathen nations shall all be brought to 
the knowledge of the truth, and read the word of God in their own lan- 
gua^ ; when the outcasts of Israel shall be gathered into the fold of 
Chnst ; the delusions of the erand impostor, Mohammed, shall cease ; 
the darkness of Popery be cuspelled by the light of God*t word ; and 
the kingdom of Jesus be extoided over all the eartU 

In the name dT the Trustees, 

A3EL FLINT, Secretary. 

Hartfofd, May 7, 1617. t 
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No. 11. 

Statement of Hie Accounts of the Treasurer of the General Association 

of ConnecticfU, 

No. 1. Account of money received by the Treasurer^ from Jnl^ K 

1816, fo/Miwr 9, 1817. 
1816. 

July 4. From the church in Colchester, West Chester, 3 83 

Sept. ^0. From Rev. Salmon Cone, for Kew-London Associa&xi* 6 50 

Oct. 28. From Rev. Joab Brace, for Hartford South, Do. 11 

1817 

April 28. From Rev. E T. Woodruff, for ToUand, Do. 5 50 

3a From the chufch in Greenfield, 3 10 

$29 93 



Apri 

May 



No. 2. Disbursements by the Treasurer, from Jvly 1, 1816, to 

^June 9, 1817. 
1816. 
July 6. For printing Minutes of the Association, 26 75 

Kov. 1& For postage and transportation of Minutes, 50 

25. Paid Rev. Jonathan Miller, Delegate to Geo. Assembly, 17 36 
• 1817. 

June 9. For copying and superintending the printing and distrr- 
bution of the Minutes of 1816, and services as Trea- 
surer, as per vote of the Association, 35 



S69 51 



No. 3. Qeneral Statement. 
Balance on hand, July 1, 1816, 46 49 

Receipts from July 1, 1816, to June 9, 1817, 29 93 

76 4t 

Disbursements, as per preceding statement, 69 61 

l&alance on hand, June 9, 1817, S 6 81 

ABEL PUNT, Treasurer. 
Calvin Chapin, Auditor, . 

Hartford, June 9, 1817. 



No. Ill- 
Report cf the Directors of the Domestic Missionaty Society. 

To the Domestic Missionary Society for Connecticut and its vtcmdy, to 
be convened at East Guilford^ the third Tuesday ofJune^ 1817. 

The Directors of the Society respectfully submit the following Report :^- 

Agreeably to the vote of the General Association June 1816, the 
Directors of the Domestic Missionary Society for Connectioit and its 
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vjdoity* hdd their first meeting at New Haven on the second Wednesday 
of July following. At t^s meecing, the board supplied two vacancies iu 
their numbcrg Jdv the appointment of Timothy Stillman of VVelhersficId, 
in the place dr Daniel Wadsworth of Hartford, and Stephen Peck in 
the place of Jedidiah Huntington both of New London ; designated held$ 
|br missionary labor ; appdnted five Missionaries ; recommended agreea- 
bly to the vote of the General Association, a cuntributioti in our church- 
es ; published an address on the subject, and enacted a number of bye- 
laws for the regulation of their accounts and other proceidinqs. 

At the meeting of the Directors, September 10th, 1816, at New Haven, 
comTnumcations were made to the board, respecting the state of several 
destitute societies ; eight Missionaries wei-e designated, and a system of 
instructions to ^ presented to each Missionary, when he enters the ser- 
vice of the Society, was adopted. 

Of the labors of the Mis^onaries, of the effects of their labors, and the 
state of the parishes in which they have been employed, the Directors 
are enabled to give the following account 

In Stafford, in the County of Tolland, the Rev. Richard Williams la- 
bored four weeks, the Missionary appointed tor that station not having 
accepted his appointment The people' of this place are desirous of hav- 
ing a Missionary stationed among them, with the confident expectation 
that, through the partial assistance of this Society, they may soonenioy 
die blesang of a stated ministry ; this expectation being founded en what 
has already been realized in an adjoining parish. 

In the parish of West Stafibrd, Mr. Joseph Knight has labored fifteen 
weeks. We are happv to state tliat, in consequence of the vote of this 
board to support Mr Xnightfor fiiteen weeks d: the ensuing year among 
this people, he has recently been ordained their minister. The people 
are obviously willing to make great sacrifices for the enjoyment of reli- 
^oas privileges. Of thb the heavy expense borne by tliem, in proposing 
to give Mr. Knight his chief support, is complete evidence. How lon^ it 
may he necessary that the Domestic Missionary Society should afiurd 
partial aid in maintaining the gospel among this people cannot be told. 
^t to secure to a feeble and destitute congregation the blessin|; of a set- 
tled minister by supporting him for a few weeks of each year is, unques* 
tionably, one of the most useful modes of applying our funds. 

In the same County Mr. Roger C Hatch has labored five weeks ia 
the town of Union. This people are very desirous to enjov the stated 
preaching of the gospel, and are making great exertions f^- this purpose. 
Such is their state, as to afford flattering prospects of great ^ood, could 
a Missionary be supported by the Domestic Missionary Society, to la- 
bor exclusively among them. 

In the parij^es of voluntown ^nd Sterling in the County of Windham, 
Mr. Lndovicus Robbins has labored twenty-seven weeks. Hy information 
received from this Missionary, and from the church in these parishes, 
it appears that the hearts of God's people have been made glad, by the 
b^vokmce of the Domestic Missionary Society. The young have gene- 
rallv given up their youthful vanities to attend to the concerns of their 
sods, and have persevered in their purpose, though tried by opposition 
and obloquY. Fifteen persons have been added to the church ; a number 
will probablv be added, on the next communion season, and many more 
are anxiously enquiring what they must do to be saved. The church in 
these parishes has e expressed their united thanks to this Society, for their 
kindness in sending them a Missionary, their confidence that his labors 
have been the means of bringing many souls to the saving knowledge d 
Jesus Christ, and that earnest solicitude for the administration of the or- 
dinances of Qod| excited by a deep sense of the value of such bl^ 
9in|pi. 
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In the parish of East-Lyme, in the County of New London, Mr Har- 
vey Talcott has labored "26, Mr. Swift 9, and the Rev, William Lock- 
wood 18 weeks, llieir labors have been in a high deg;iee acceptable 
to the people. The eBect has been to awaken a new interest in a preach- 
ed g;ospel. to increase the number and strength of the church, to enlarge 
the congre^tion, to prompt to greater exertions to secure the regular 
administration <^ gospel ordmances, and to encourage the hope that tnese 
ruins i£ more than sixty years will be built again. 

In tlie parish of North Stonington, in the same County, the Rev. Stephen 
Cliapin has preached 25 Sabbaths. At the ckise of his labors, the peo- 
ple f xpi-essed a most ardent attachment to him, solicited his return, of- 
fered to support his &mUy for the summer, and indicated a desire that 
he niight hereafter be placed over them in the Lord. He is reappoint- 
ed to this station, and it is hoped, that he may resume his labors among 
this people, and that their wishes for his settlement will yet be re- 
alized. 

In the parish of Middlefield, in the County of Middlesex, Mr. Grove 
8. Brownel performed 8 weeks of service for this Society. This parish 
has been destitute of the stated ordinances of the gospel for more than 30 
years. In the midst of these ruins however, there is a verdant ^xit. 
A small church was reor^nized here, about the year 1809, whose mem- 
bers, Mrith enlightened views and active zeal, continue stedfost in the 
faith once delivered to the saints, lliey have made highly commenda- 
Me exertions to muntain * the public worship of God. ^ consequence of 
some assistanoe from the Domestic Missionary Society, they and the par- 
ish of Westfield will be fomished with preaching through the summer. 
The past labors of the Missionary in this place have been graieftiUy re- 
ceived, and blessed to the hopeful conversion of a number, among whom 
were some heads of ^milies. Six persons have been added to the church 
in Middlefield the last year. 

In the County of Fairneld, Mr. Benjamin Fenn has labored 19 weeks 
in the parishes of Bethel, Ridgebury, and NorfielH. In this work he met 
with a kind and aSectionate reception there. He has witnessed, in these 
parishes, a good d^ree of attention to a preached gospel, several instan- 
ces of religious impres^on, a number adaed to the church, and the pros- 
pect of other addhions. Although the friends of 22on, wliile looking at 
these waste places, have reason to mourn because of the marks of deso- 
lation which still appear, yet they have i^eason to rejoice and to be en- 
couraged. The hearts cf God's people in that region have been great- 
l]r animated, and their hands much strengthened by tlie mission. For the 
hrst time for many years, the people of NoHield have determined to sup- 
ply themselves with preaching through the summer. It is also true of 
Bethel that, in consequence of the labors of our Missionar\% the people 
have been excited to provide for themselves the ministry or the word for 
some months to come. It is with pleasure we add tliat, so far as the ex- 
periment has been made in Fairfield County, the friends of this Society 
nave reason to thank God for its institution. 

In Humphreyville, in the County of New Haven, the Rev, Bela Kel- 
logg has labored 25 weeks. The number of families in diis village is 
small, and several of these belong to other denominations. 'Little attention 
had been given to the public worship of God for many years. A chuix^h 
which once existed here had become extinct, as a church, and the things 
that remained seemed readv to die. The labors of this Missionary have 
not been in vain in the Lord. Christians have been greatly revived and 
animated in the service and cause of their divine Master ; the knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Jesus, has been constantljr extending in the &ce of 
much open and direct hostility ; great solemnity pi*cvailed among all 
classes of the community ; the number of hopeful converts is more than 
thirty ; a church has been organized in the \illage consisting of 39 mem- 
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berS) with happv prospects of harmony and increase. A library of val- 
uable religious books has been begun by the church, and such has been 
the interest excited* that the people have ah-eady raised money by volun- 
tary subscription to support the preaching of the gospel among them 
durmg the summer, and there is reason to hope that tkeir future exer- 
tioos \vill secure to them the blessings of a settled pastor. l*he effbcts 
of what the Domestic Missionary Society has done in this village on the 
state of morals, in the sobriet>', industry, regard to order and attachment 
to religious instimtions, are strikingly obvious. No friend to the cause of 
truth and righteousness can know what this village was, and witness 
what it now is, without acknowledging the |>ower and grace of God in 
the change. The good people say, ** mat the reformation in the place is 
truly woixkrfuU that it is the Lord's doings and marvelknis in our eyes.*' 
They express much ^titude to God both in their conversation and 
prayers for the institution and liberality of the Domestic Missionary 
Soaety. In proof of the gratitude which is felt, we subjcun the follow-* 
nig: 

Humfihrei/viUe^ LortPa-day^ ^th May, 1817. 

'^ After public worship was closed, the diurch and congregation were 
requested to tarry. Tlie object in view being stated, both the church and 
coneregation unanimously voted, their most cordial thanks to the Domes* 
tic Missionary Society ot Connecticut, for their very kind and liberal as- 
sstaoce, in sending and supporting among them a preacher of the gos- 
pel, through whose instrumentality and faithful labors, a church has 
been forrora, and many souls, as we have reason to believe, hayebeen 
bom into the kingdom of the blessed Emmanuel, who will be his crown 
of rejoicing in die day of the Loi^ Jesus." 

BRADFORD STEELE, Moderator.'' 

We would here remark, that our Missionaries have been far from 
confining their labors to the Sabbath. They have also been much em- 
ployed, during the week, in attending meetings for religious worship, in 
visiting schools, and also from house to house, and in conversing with 
individuals on the great snbject of their own salvation. 

At a meeting of the Board of Directors at Hartford, May 9th, 1817, in- 
formation ^vas received concerning the state of several paiishes, former 
applications for aid were repeated, new applications made, eight Mission- 
aries were appointed to be employed in places designated by the board, 
^id eight dollars per week was fixed as the compensation of each Mis- 
sionary. The Directors are to hold their next meeting in N6w Haven at 
9 o'clock A. M. on the day preceding the public Commencement of 
Yale College, 

From the preceding statement it appears that 12 Missionaries have 
been employed by the Societ]r the last year; that they have labored in IS 
different parishes ; that the time occupied by tlieir united labors amounts 
to more than 3 years and a half; that in jio instance have they labored 
-where the inability of the people to support the gospel was not real ; that 
uniformly the labors of the Missionanes have been gratefully received ; 
that congregations have been led more highl>[ to prize gospel ordinances ; 
that earnest desires have been excited, and increased efiurts made to se- 
cure the permanent enjoyment of the blessing ; that in others there is con- 
siderable probability A the settlement of ministers ; that such is the re- 
gard for the ministry of reconciliadon which pervades the^c decayed 
Societies, that they are willing to do even more according to tlieir abili- 
ty than is ordinarily done by more highly favored parishes ; that the hearts 
of God's cluldren have been gladdened, their graces revived and their 
strength increased; that one church respectable for its numbers and 
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happy in its prospects has been established ; that one mmtsler b«s been 
settled in circumstances highly favorable to the welfare of the church 
and congregation over whicn he is placed ; and that in several places, the 
special blessing ojf God has crowned our eflfors and awakened in the hearts 
of about one hundred the hopes of eternal life. 

With these fects before us, the anxiety attending the hazard of every 
new experiment is endoL We are no longer to be told, that nothing 
can bedone. We have the animating confidence inspired by the known 
success of every effort which lias been made in this good work. True, 
we did not begin widiout hope. At eveiy step, our expectations have 
been confirmed, and in the result more than realized. Agreeably to the 
anticipations we expressed in our address to the churches, we have 
witnessed the old and the young coming up to tlie courts of the Lord, 
where for years no sanctuary had opened its doors ; the (ire of heaven, 
long exdnguished, rekindled on the altar of God ; the full assembly at liis 
tlirone oS grace aud the Holy Ghost descending upon them, with the gift 
of life everlastine ; many standing up to covenant with God ; the memo- 
rials of Christ's dying love received by humble, grateful guests at his ta- 
ble, and the souls of our brethren and kinsmen maturing for giorv, whene 
scenes like these were unknown, or remembered only as joys departed 
never to return. How sweet the reflection to tlie heart of every chiid <tf 
God, that he has contributed to effects like these ! 

AlUiough so mucli has been done, yet the Directors, when viewing the 
remaining wants of our destitute places, are led the more importunateJv to 
solicit the means to increase their future exertions. So circumscribed 
have been the means of the institution, that we have been able tu afford 
only partial assistance in any case, while several desolate places, in which 
our aid has from the first been earnestly sought, have been entirely unas- 
^sted, and some new ones whose wants are eqpally pressing have lately 
applied for help. The recital of the wants of these places of desolation, 
by those who feel them, furnishes an appeal to every chuixih, wliich to 
us seems irresistible Who could hear Christian friends and Christian 
parents, tell of &ibbaths passed away year after year, and no sound cjf the 
gospel heard, no hand of^ pastoral sympathy to wipe die tears of sorrow, 
nor to point the sick and dying to the only Saviour of men ; children |;row- 
ing up to manhood, and hastening to eternity with no spiritual guide to 
direct them in the paths to heaven, no influence of grace descending 
toSarrest or turn the strong current of man's depravity, and by faidi sur< 
vey the effect in the ruins of souls which the judgment day will unfold, 
compare these things with the change which his liberality might under 
God accomplish, and not be moved to effort ^ 

Whether these wants are to be relieved depends entirely on the future 
liberality of our chuit:hes, the funds of the Society being exhausted in 
affonling the partial supplies of the last year. The Boara of Dn-ectors 
however, relying on God to open the hearts of his people, have soit tlietr 
laborers into the field, and wait, with confidence, the result of an eariy 
application to Christian benevolence for seasonable supplies. The work 
is God's. It is commanded by his authority, it is blesned with his smiles. 
To the Creneral Association, to the churches and citizens of this State^ 
the Directors commit, under God, this cause of their suffering brethren. 

NATHANIEL W. TAYLOR, Secretary of the Socicfw 
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ISuUement of the Funds of the Domestic Missionary Society. 

JVb. 1. Recei/its by the Treasurer, 
From sundry Churches and Societies, viz. 



Hartford, First, Church, 71 87 
Burlington da 4 82 

Canton, da 11 10 

East-Hartford, First, da 23 66 
East- Windsor, North, da «i 07 
Farmington, First, do. 24 34 
Northingtoo, do. 1 t2 
Wethersfield, First, do. 30 

Rocky- hill, do. 11 75 

Windsor, First, do. 7 54 

Wintoubury, da 3 63 

New-Haven, First, Society, 87 05 

United, do. 75 
Derby, First, da 8 31 

Guilford, First, do. 16 

East, Church, 4 56 

Meriden, do. 9 95 

Mitfbrd, First, Society, 19 21 

Second, do. 10 20 

North, do. 17 60 

Southbury .South BritChurch, 4 

Wallingford, First, do. 8 86 

Woodbridge, Bethany, Soc. 3 

New-London, Church, 79 42 

Colchester, First, da 12 38 

Salem, da S 50 

Franklin, First, da 10 80 

Griswokl, da 15 54 

GrotoiH North, do. 2 90 

Liidbon, Newent, do. 6 91 

Lyme, First, Society, 14 79 

Nort^ da 11 50 

Niantic, do. 35 50 

MoDtville, Church, 3 

SConington, do. 21 



Fairfield, First, Church, 32 75 

Green's Farms, do. 25 67 

Greenwich, First, Society, 5 57 

Huntington, Ripton, do. 5 17 

NewStratdo. 9 

Newtown, da 8 99 

Norwalk, First, do. 47 40 

Redding, Church, 10 26 

Ridgefield, Ridgbury, Soc 5 80 

Stamford, First, do. 21 50 

North, da 5 58 

Middlesex, da 1 75 

Weston, Norfield, da 6 67 

WUton, da 10 

Lebanon, First, Church, 25 81 

Goshen do. 7 97 

Mansfield, First, da It 50 

Voluntown, Society, 60 

Woodstock, First, Church, 9 56 

North, da 17 25 

Middletown, First, da 25 50 

Middlefield, Soc. 20 
East Haddam, First, Church, 10 74 
Millington, da 6 60 
Hadlyme, da 9 17 
Killingworth, Nor^ do. 5 65 
Saybrook, First, do. 18 03 

Second, da 15 53 
Fourth, da 10 
Coventry, First, da 8 

North, da 10 IS 
Ellington, da 7 80 

Somers^ da' 10 50 



Total, 



2 1176 85 



Hram Rev. Abel M*£weD, balance of last year's contributions, 32 15 

Humphrejrville Female Charitable Society, 4 - - 12 

Nathan Whiting, New Haven, - - - - 6 

Deacon Tucker, Danbory, ..... 3 

Female Benevolent Society, Griswdd, - - - 27 81 

Ladies, New London, ...... o70 

Several Females, Stonington, ..... 6 12 

Sundry Churches and Societies, as above, - - 1176 85 

Tetal amount-of receipts^ . . . g i263 63 
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Pastoral AMitM* 



Nos 2. JJishursemenls by order of the tHredors. 



To Nathan Whiting, for planting Address, &c. 



Rev. Harvey Talcott, 
Grove S. Brownell, 

Swift, 
Rev. Richard Williams, 
Rev. Joseph Knight, 
Rev. WilliaTTi Lockwood, 
Ludovicus Rabbins, 
Benjamin Fenn, 
Rev. Bela Kellogg, 
Roger C. Hatch, 
Stephen Chapin, 



16 weeks, labor>hi 

8 da 

9 do. 

4 do. 
15 do. 
SI do. 
27 da 
19 da 
S3 da 

5 do* 
24 da 



S 10 

lit 

56 

63 

2S 

105 

Mr 



Total ampunt of disbursements, 

No. 3. Qcneral Sialetnent. 

Amount of receipts, as above 
da disbursements, da 

Balance in the Treasury^ 



East Lyme 
Mid^diekl 
Bast Lyme, 
Stafibrd, 
iiVeit Sturara 
East Lyme, 
Volimtown, &C. 189 
Betliel, &c. ISS 
HumphreyviUe, 161 
Union, S5 

N. Sfionhigton, 166 

8 1807 



lt63 63 

2207 

g 56 63 



HENRY HUDSON, Treawrcr, 

Examined by, 

Abel Flint. 7 ^„,i,v„-., 

Timothy bTiLLMAN, 5 ^^utorft. 

Hartford, June 20, 1817. 



No. IV. 

Pastoral Address to th^ Churches ami Congregations. 

The General Association of Connecticut, having paid attention U 
^e present state of religion and morals within their limits, deem it pro- 
per to call the attention of the churches and congregations under their 
care to these important subjects. 

It 18 a painful conviction, which, fix>m various evidences, has forced 
itsdf upon us, that the sin of intemperance, fear a season checked in its 
progress, is now- again gaining e;round ; and tliat the use of profane Ian- 
gua^ and the profanation ci me Sabbath, thougli less flagrant and ex- 
tensive than formerly, are still lamentably prevalent. 

To prevent the increase, and aid in the reformation of these evils, U)e 
Aasooation think proper to renew the former recommendations on these 
lubiects ; particularly, that the pastors cf the churches give, on the Sab- 
battu instruction and admonition on these pdnts ; that they will scru- 
pulously abstain from the use of ardent spirits in aU ecclesiastical meet- 
ings, and that offering them, as an act ot hospitality, bv the £unilies of 
their charge, be considered as imnecessary and ineicpedient ; and tliat 
all professors of religion be careful in their example on this subject, and 
in respect to the observation of the Sabbath, to abstain from the very 
appearance of evil. We would al so ren^w tht recommendatiah, that in 



die exchange at ministerial labor on the Sabbadli» no travelliDg be indul'* 
ged on diat 6vcy, but such as ts a plain dictate of necesnty or mercy. 

Tlie Association recommend, that continual and increased exertions 
be made, by associations and otherwise, for the support of the lawsy and 
the suppression of immorality ; partkularly, that a check may bejgiven to 
the very great and e^^ended evil of vending ardent spirits m small 
quantities, by licened houses, contrary to law. Fitcts have repeatedly come 
to our knowledge, which evince the great efficacy of the laws, respect- 
ing intemperate persons, when promptly executed ; both to restrain those 
who were in da^r of becommj; intemperate ; to reform those who 
were already so, and to leave theur industry, and the firaits of it, for their 
&milies ; and thus to exempt our societies from heavy taxation for the 
support of the poor. 

To the foregoing means of reformation, the Association recommend 
the adcUtion c/t Tract Societies a cheap but efficacious mode of exerdng 
a moral influence uckni the community. 

For the purpose ot improvement in reli^on* we recommend, that ]>ar» 
ticolar attention be paid, in all our congregations, to children and yoimg 
people ; that appropriate discourses be addressed to the youth ; that 
associations of young men be encouraged, for the purpose of literary, 
moral, and reu^ous improvement ; that increased attention be paid to 
the catechetical instruction of children ; particularly, that the churches 
co-operate with the pastors, by die appointment of catechists, to super* 
mtend« on the Sabbath, under their directioh, an efficient system or in- 
struction ; that ^)ecial attention be paid to catechetical mstruction of 
children, by heads of families, and also to secure the attention of their 
children and servants upon the worship of God, on the Lord's dajr ; and 
that attentidki tie paid by the cliurches, and by charitable associations, to 
the children of the poor, to provide them with decent clodiing, and se- 
cure their regular attendance on the public worship of God We re- 
commend, that children be instructed in that most excellent summary of 
Ctuisdan doctrine, the Assembly's Shorter Catbchism, and afterwards to 
the Biblical Catechism, compiled by the Rev. William It Weeks* or 
such other Catechism as the pastors may select. 

But after all that can be done, in communicating the rudiments of reli- 
gious knowledge, the Association* are sennble, that the special inflnencef 
of the Holy Spirit is mdispensable to give saving efficacv to instruction ; 
and they do, therefore, recommend eamestiy, that the ouirches, witheuC 
delay and without exception, enter upon a course of exertion, with spe- 
cial reference to obtaining the outpouring of the Hdy Spirit, a^ the re- 
vival of religion ; and that, as the means of obtalnii^ so great a blessin^y 
particular care be taken to maintain the efficacy ofgospel discipline m 
the churches ; that a imiversal attention be paid, if possible, to the month- 
ly concert of prayer; and that the afternoon of the Thursday preceding 
the first Sabbath of September be set apart, to be observed^ oy all the 
churches, as a season of special supplication to Almighty God, that he 
will grant us, the year to come, in all our congregations, revivals of re- 
ligion more powerfol and glorious than we have ever experienced. 

LitUe, we trust, need be said to illustrate the importance of attending 
m the preceding recommendations. They are ever obvious Christian 
duties, although no exigence of danger demanded attention to them* 
But we notice, with pain, the diminished influence of the Spirit in many 
of om* churches the past year, and the consequent commencement of a 
decline fn religion and morals, the first symptoms of which should fill 
us with alarm, and call forth efibrts to prevent a foil, attended with such 
calamities, and which it is so much easier to prevent than to retrlevei 
The promises of God also are ample. They assure us that our labor 
ihan not be in vain in the Lord ; and that we shall reap If we foint not ; 
and the providence of God, at the pre«nt day, i^ a plorions HlustratioD 



1% Rq^ mi Ou sUie ^ Bdigum. 

of bi» cove&Mit bitfafiikiesB. Our labor b not in yain. Befiare we have 
time to £unt bf hope deferred, every field which we tiU wl^em for the 
harvest Sowing and reainng are so nearly Goteroporaneous events, that 
both he that soweth, and he that reapeth, rgmce togedier. 

We entreat you then, brethren* to enter heartily and hnme^atdy up- 
on the work of reformationy and of improvement in rel^;ion ; to enter 
upon it, humbled by past neglect, alarmed by symptoms of begun de- 
clension, impressed with a sense of your msumciency to eflea any duqg 
without Jesus Christ, and confident cif his sufficiency, and prayii^iiodiiiig 
doubting, that he will bestow upon you his benediction. 



RqHni on the sUUe cfRdigum. 

In taking a general view of dus subject, we find many 
and must, on the whole, present alosieivoiable and animadng acooont 
than was given the last year. Many great revivals, which thai exirted, 
particularly in the northwestern parts of the State, have ceased, and the 
auction and zeal of professors have sensibly declined ; some errors have 
been zealously propagated ; and some vices, wtuch had been checked in 
preceding years, are now increasing. The holy Sabbath and ordinanoes 
of the Lord are by many neglected, and by others profimed; the boun- 
ties of Providence perverted : and divers sms^ to an ahtrming degree, 
are prevalent These evils illustrate the justice of God in me public 
judgments we have experioioed. We have to regret the ^sransioa of 
an unusual number of ministers, from the people of tfidr charge ; and 
also deeply to deplore the removal of some ofthe greatest and best of 
men from the service of the church on earth. 

Still, we have no reason to £unt He who takes a Moses can ruse up 
a Joshua. It b an occasion of much joy that peace pervades onr chnrch- 
es ; that harmony exists among the members, and unity of aembnent 
among the pastors. Charitable societies are numerous, aiid exist not in 
name only, but powerfully aid the cause of the Redeemer. The momh- 
ly concert, and other meetings forprayer ; female societies and exertions ; 
associations of youth ; and tne efforts of pious school instructors : all sub- 
serve the interests of Zion. Most of those, who, in years paal, have na- 
med the name of Christ, hold on their way. If God has not so greatfy in- 
creased the churches, the past as in the preceding year, he has estab- 
lished and strengthened t)£em, and may have been preparing them fcr a* 
harvest of soula That he has not Ibniaken them is manifest firom the 
otttpoimng of his Spirit in many places. 

Revivate, in a greater or less aegree, have been experienced in every 
Association in the State ; more espmally in those of rf ew Haven, New 
London, Windham, and Tolland. The towns and parishes most fevored 
are Waterbury, Mount Carmel, HumphreyyiUe, Milford, New Loodoo, 
Lyme, Hampton, Mansfield, Westminster, ToUuid, Hebron, South Cov- 
entry, Andov^r, East Windsor north society, and Canton. 

By labors peiformed under the direction of the Domestic Missionary- 
Society, several waste places are building up, and the desolations of ma* 
ny generations are repairing. On the dwrchcs in some otiier places, 
** the sun of righteousness has arisen with healing m his wings.^ Whilst 
wc lament existing evils, what we have experienced of the goodness erf* 
God, and of the power of his grace, ought to excite us to prayer, faith*-* 
fulness, and holy zeal m the cause of our divine Lord. 



Bqp^ an Ae staU rfROigiott. \% 

By the delegates firam the General Avembly of the Pre^bvteriaa 
Chindi the roost ammating accounts were civen. So great ^splays of 
divine erace have never been made within ttieir bounds. SQon extends 
ha hanas, and triumphs in ^ cross. In the city of Trov alone, more than 
five hundred have oeen visibly added to the Loitl* In Newark, Eliaa- 
bethtDwui Orange, and various other places, tlie success of the gQ^>ei has 
been scarcely len iIlustriGiuu 

The report of the delegation from Massachusetts Proper presents, in 
many ffe4>ccts, a favorable view of the church in that region. Thougli 
they laroent the coldness of some, the^ rgoice in the fervency of others. 
In various places there have been revivab of religion ; and the doctrines 
of the cross are gradually trinmphiBg over error aiid sm. 

T1iou|^ the accounts of the General Association of New Hampshire 
are less favorable than they were in former years, yet there also are 
some signal displays of divine power and lo^ Many churches have 
been reficshed, and many sumers constrained to bow at the foot of the 



From Vermont most pleasing information was g^ven. In all die coun- 
ties in the Sute, exc^t one, there have been revivals the past year. 
In particular towns, from tlur^ to more dian two hundred soui are sup- 
posed to have been bom mtp the kingdom of the divine Reheemer ; and 
m the whole State between three and four thousand. 

Thraufihout the churches, in connection with this body, the monthly 
concert of prayer is general^ observed ; and in many instances God has 
nanifefllly aaswered-the united supplications of hi^ church, ip rich com- 
itaunicationsofhui grape. 

Upon the whole, the friends of Zion have great cause for Joy and grat- 
itnde ; and the most animating encouragement to redouble fnear exertlonsi 
'ttod'Unitedly come up to the help of the Lord. Who knoweth, bret h ren^ 
whether you have come to the kingdom of Christ, for such a time as 
this ? Should you altogether hold your peace at this time, then shall en- 
largement and deliverance arise to Israel from another place. The work 
jriuadvaDoe. The counsels ofthe Lord shall stand. Zion shall be es- 
tablished throu^the whole earth Can an^ pray to be excused from 
taking a part in thisgknrioos work ? Jesus isridiiig forth in the chariot of 
die goapd conquerinf and to conquer. Shortly Satan shall be bruised un- 
der his feet, yea bruised under the feet of all his sunts. Then they that 
be wise shall ahine as the firmament, and they that turn many to rig^t- 
flotwieasy as the stars forever and ever. 
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Na VII. 

and rf UeaiiiabeB frmn l&e Mvmil Assodalums. 

UruetOtd Mnuten. Rev. Menn. David Avery. Mansfield; David 
Baooii,Hardanl;jQQathanBardett, Redding; Aaron GhnrchtHartiaiid; 
Jehu Clark, Newtown; Saul ClarlL, Eait Haven; Elias Coradiaa, 
Somen, New YotIl ; Stephen Dodd, Cheihire ; Nadumid Freeman, 
Weston ; Cyras W Gray, Hadley, Mass; Heman Humphmr,Fair6dd; 
Amasa Jerome, New Haitfbid; Calvin locals, StalKird ; Grordon John* 
son, Kilfini^ ; Beta KeUi»K» Wot Haven ; William Lockwood, Qaa- 
tenbnry ; Amasa Loomis, East Windsor ; Orange Lyman, Sharon ; 
Elihu Mason, Hartford ; WiUiamF. Miller, Windsor; Asahel Netttetoa, 
Killii^^orth ; Samoel Nott, Jun. Franklm ; John Noyes, Weston ; 
Thomas Rkh, Columbia; Samud Stdsbins, SimdMiry ; Samuel Starses, 
Danbory ; John Taylor, Enfield ; Reuben Taylor, New MHford ; Joseph 
Tteat, New Milford ; Royal Tyler, Coventry ; Daniel Waldo. Suffield; 
William R. Weeks, Litchfield ; Richard WiUiams, Lebanon; Samned 



Licentiate9. Messrs. Samuel R. Andrew, MiUbrd ; Zedekiab Bars- 
tow, Canteibury ; Stephen Cntri)^ Thompson ; Israel lily. Sharon ; 
Benjamin Fenn, Milford ; Asahel Gaykx^, Norfolk ; Josiah W. Gibbs, 
Salem, Mass ; Thomas R. Gould, Cornwall ; Labias Hyde, Franklin ; 
John Marsh, Jun. Wetliersfidd ; Rcibeit C. Robbfais, Colchester ; Isaac 
Reed, GraoviUe, New York; Wai^ SafiML New Haven; David A. 
Sherman. KnoxviUe, Tennessee; Seieno E. Dwight, New Haven; 
Arstitts B. Hull, New Haven; Guemsqr G. Brown, Bethlem ; Chariea 
F. Butler. Bedford, New York ; Lndovicus Robbms, Mansfield ; Anson 
& Atwood, Norfolk ; William Etfy, Saybnok ; Elijah Baldwin, Milford. 
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1818. 



PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 



Jit a Meeting of ike General Association of Connecticut, at Middle 
town, the third Tuesday of June^ A,D, 1818 : Present, 



Rev. Messrs. 

Abel Flint, 
Isaac Porter, 

Caleb J. Tennej, 
Rojal Robbios, 

Mark Mead, 
Elipbalet B. Coleman, 

John Elliott, 
Erastus Ripley, 

Timotby Tuttle, 
Saloion Cone, 

John Nojes, 
William Fidier, 

Matthew R. Dutton, 
Thomas F. Davis, 

James Porter, 
Samuel Backus, 

Pitkin Cowles, 
James Beach, 

Daniel A. Clark, 
John Langdon, 

Aaron Hovey, 
Isaac Parsons, 

William L. Strong, 
Diodate Brockwaj, 

William Neil, D. D. 
Lev. F. T. Huntington, 
Daniel M. Smith, 

Austin Hazeo, 

Tbeophilus Packard, 
Experience Porter, 

Natluyiiel Lambert, 
Stephen Chapin, 



From 
Hartford North Association 

Hartford South 

> New Haven West 

> New Haven East 

> New London 

\ Fairfield West 
\ Fairfield East 

> . Windham Original 

\ 

\ 
I 



1 
I 



LitcMeld North 
Litchfield South 
Middlesex 

Tolland 

From the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. 

From the General Convention of 
Vermont. 

From the General Association of 
Massachusetts Proper. 

From the General Association of 
New Hampshire. 



The Rev. AaroD Horej was cboaen Scribe. ' 

The ReT* Abel Flint was choaed Moderator. 

The Rev. Caleb J. Tennej was chosen Assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

The Rute of the Association were read. 

The Rev. Messrs. Elliot, Tenney, Cone, Packard, and Huntington 
were appointed a Committee of Orertures ; who made a report which 
was accepted. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the regular stand- 
ing of preachers travelling from this into other parts of the United 
States ; viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Calvin Chapin, 
D. D. Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. James Noyes, Joseph Strong, D. D. 
Isaac Lewis, D. D. Elijah Waterman, Moses C. Welch, D. D. Sana- 
iiel J. Mills, Bennet Tyler, Frederic W. Hotchkiss, and Nathan 
Williams, D. D. 

The following persons were appointed receivers of money, in their 
respective Associations, for the treasury of the General Association, 
viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, Joab Brace, Erastus Scranton, 
Timothy P. Gillet, Salmon Cone, Roswel R. Swan, Elijah Water- 
man, lames Porter, Charles Prentiss, Joshua Williams, David Selden, 
and Chauncey Booth. 

The Associational Sermon was preached by the Rev. Samuel Mer- 
win, from Revelation ii. 10. — Bt (hou faithful wUo deaths and I wiU 
give thee a crovon of life. 

Received and accepted the reports of the delegates from the Gen- 
eral Association of last year to tbe General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, — to the General Convention of Vermont, — to the Gen- 
eral Association of Massachusetts Proper, — and to the General Asso- 
ciation of New Hampshire. 

The Report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connec- 
ticut was received, read, and accepted. See Appendix^ No. I. 

The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of 
August next, vizr— the Hon. Jonathan Brace, the Hon. Elizur Good- 
rich, John Caldwell, Esq. Enoch Perkins, Esq. Samuel Pitkin, Esq. 
Mr. Thomas Hubbar4, the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, *D. D. 
Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, D. D. Moses C. Welch, D. D. Samuel 
Goodrich, and Henry A. Rowland. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. Abel 
Flint, Agditorof the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for one year 
from the first Wednesday of August next, 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association was ex- 
hibited and approved. See Appendix^ No. H. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, D. D. Additor of the General Association for the year en* 
suing» 
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WEOHEsiMYy June 17. 

A list of unsettled ministers, in connection vi^ith the General Asso^ 
fiatioD, and of licentiates from the several district Associations, was 
made. See Appendix^ No. III. 

Extracts from the Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Churcb,->of the General Association of Massachusetts Proper,-* 
and of the General Association of New Hampshire for 1817, were 
received, and distributed among the members of this Bodjr. 

Voted^ That at 2 o'clock. P. M. the Association will attend to an 
enquiry respecting the state of religion within its limits, and the lim- 
its of the several ecclesiastical bodies in its connection ; and that the 
Rev. Messrs, Elliot, Noyes, Huntington, Cone, and Hazeh, be a Corn- 
mi tte to prepare a summary account of the same, from the narratives 
which shall be exhibited, to be reported to this Body. 

Foted^ That the delegates, or the receivers of money of the seve- 
ral Associations, be requested to state what cause, if any, has pre- 
vented the punctual payment of the prescribed tax into the treasury 
of the Gi^.neral Association. 

Voted^ That it be recommended to the district Associations to re- 
quire the receivers of money, appointed by this Body, to make an 
annual report to their respective Associations, of the money which 
they pay into the treasury of the General Association, and irom what 
churches or individuals it has been received. 

A nurtnber of copies of the second report of the Directors of the . 
Connecticut Asylum, for the education and instruction ol deaf and 
dumb persons, were presented to the Association, and distributed 
among the members. 

Resolved^ That this Association rejoice in the establishment of the 
Connecticut Asylum, for the education of deaf and dumb persons, ^ 
and would ascribe praise to the Father of mercies for having crowned 
with success, to a considerable degree, the efforts made by the in- 
stnicters to communicate moral and religious instruction to a portion 
t>( that unfortunate class of mankind. They recommend the Asylum 
to the Christian public, as meriting their patronage, and their pecuni- 
ary aid, that the institution may biecome more extensively useful. 

The Rev. Messrs. Noah Porter, Bennet Tyler, and Asa King were 
chosen delegates to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, 
to convene in Philadelphia, the third Thursday of May, 1819 ; and 
the Rev. Messrs. William L. Strong, Eleazer T. Fitch, and Matthew 
R. Dutton were appointed their substitutes. 

The report of the Directors of the Domestic Missionary Society, 
for Connecticut and its vicinity,' was received, read and accepted. 
See Appendix^ No. IV. 

The account of the Treasurer of the Domestic Missionary Society 
was exhibited and approved. See Appendix^ No. V. 

The following persons were chosen Directors of the Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society, for the year ensuing, viz. Timothy D wight, Timo- 
thy Stiliqan, Matthew Marvin, Esq. Richard Hubbard, John Hally.Esq. 
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Stephen Peck» Esq. the Rev. Messn. Samuel Merwin, Abel H^Ewen, 
Lyman Beecber, Daniel Dow, Matthew R. Duttoo, and Joel Hawes. 

The Rev. Nathaniel W. Tajlor was chosen Secretary ; Eleazer 
Poster, Esq. Treasurer; and Dyer White, Esq. Auditor of the Do- 
mestic Missionary Society, for the year ensuing. 

A proposition, from the Directors of the Domestic Missionaiy 
Society, was made to this Body, relative to the appointment of an 
executive Committee of their own Board, which proposition was 
approved. See Appendixy No. VI. 

The Rev. Messrs. Daniel A. Clark, William Neil, D. D. Diodate 
Brockway, Salmon Cone, John Elliott, Tfaeophilus Packard, and 
Stephen Chapin were appointed a Committee to devise and report a 
plan for a more effective co-operation with the ecclesiastical bodies 
with which this Association is connected, for the advancement of the 
Redeemer's kingdom. 

Reports were received from the district Associations, and from the 
several ecclesiastical bodies connected with this Association, relative 
to the state of religion within their limits ; after which the Associa- 
tion joined with their brethren in the ministry present, the church in 
this place, and a large number of the professing people of Christ con- 
vened from different places, in celebrating the love of their Redeemer, 
by attending upon the ordinance of the Lord's supper. The occa- 
sion was solemn, interesting, and enlivening to the friends ol Christ. 

Thursday, June 18. 

The Rev. David Smith was chosen a delegate to the General Con- 
vention of Vermont, to meet at Peacham, the second Tuesday of 
September next ; and the Rev. William Andrews was appomted his 
substitute. 

The Rev. Messrs. William Lockwood and Joseph Harvey were 
chosen delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, 
to convene the fourth Tuesday of June, 1819 ; and the Rev. Messrs* 
John Langdon and Diodate Brockway were appointed their substi- 
tutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Caleb J. Tenney and William Booney.were 
chosen delegates to the General Association of New Hampshire, to 
convene at Dover, the third Tuesday of September next ; and the 
Rev. Messrs. Erastus Learned and Zephaniah Swift were appointed 
their substitutes. 

The Rev. Calvin Chapin, D. D. was appointed to preach the 
Concio ad CUrum, at the Commencement in New Haven, in Septem- 
ber nekt. 

The Rev. Messrs. Ripley, Cone, and Dutton were appointed a 
Committee to take into consideration the following Qjuestions, ** What 
is the standing of a candidate for the ministry whose license has expi- 
red ? and, To what tribunal is he amenable V* and to report to 
this Body. • 

The Rev^ Messn. Neil, Beach, and Porter were appointed a Com" 
mittee to devise the best mode of receiving communications to this 
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AssOGiatioD relative to the state of religion^ and to report to this 

Body. ^ 

The Committee, appoiDted to consider the question respecting the 
standing of a candidate for the ministry , reported, That be holds the 
standing of a private Christian, or lay professor, and that he is amen- 
able to the particular church to which be belongs. 

The Committee, appointed to devise the best mode of receiving 
commnnications on the state of relii^ion, made a report, which was 
accepted.. Whereupon, 

FoUdj 1 . That the first business to be entered on the bill of over- 
tures, at the annual session of this Body, shall be an enquiry respect- 
ing the state of religion. 

2. That a Committee, of three members, shall be appointed by 
ballot, wh6se duty it shall be to receive the written reports, after 
they have been read, and, from these materials, to prepare a narra- 
tive on the state of religion, which, when approved, shall be read in 
public, at such time as may be designated hy this Body. 

The Committee, to whom was referred the subject of devising a 
plan for a more efiective co-operation with the ecclesiastical bodies, 
in connection with this Association, for the advancement of the Re* 
deemer'd kingdom, made a report, which was accepted. Whereupon, 

Vaed, That the Rev. Messrs. Moses C Welch, D. D. Abel Flint, 
and Lyman Beecher be a Committee, to confer with such Commit- 
tees as may be appointed from other ecclesiastical bodies, with which 
we are connected in New England, and enquire whether any, and 
if any what, method can be suggested in which these bodies 
may more effectually co-operate for the advancement of the Redeem- 
er's kingdom ; and report to this Association at their next session. 

Foied, That ihh Association reccommend to the other ecclesiasti- 
cal Bodies, referred to in the preceding vote, that, should they, or 
any of them, see fit to appoint a Committee as proposed, the joint 
Committee meet at Northampton, the third Wednesday of October 
next, at 1 1 o'clock A. M. 

Fb/eJ, That the several delegates from this Association, to the 
different ecclesiastical bodies referred to in the preceding votes, be 
instructed to lay the above subject before said bodies at their next 
sessions. 

The Committee, appointed to prepare a summary account of the 
state of religion, made a report which was accepted. See Appeu' 
due. No. VII. 

Voted, unanimously, That the thanks of the General Association 
be returned, by the Scribe, to the late pastor, and the church and con- 
gregation, in this place, for the kindness and hospitality, which they 
have manifested to this Body, during the present session. 

Foied, That the Rev. Abel Flint be requested to superintend the 
printing and distribution of the Minutes of this Association. 

Foted^ That the sum of twenty &ve dollars be allowed to the Rev. 
Abel Flint for his services as Treasurer, the present year, and Ibr 
superintending the printing and distribution of the Minutes. 
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Foted^ That the next meeting of the General Association of Con- 
necticut be at the house of the Rev. Lathrop Rockwell, in Ljme, 
the third Tuesday of June, 1819, at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

After singing, and prajer by the Rev. John Noyes, adjourned, 
iin€ dicm 

ABEL FLINT, Moderator, 
AARON HOVEY, } ^^.^j, 

CALEB J. TENNEY, ^ ^^'^*"- 



APPENDIX. 

No. I. 

Report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of 

To the Miuionary Soaeiy ofComuicheut^ to be conoened ai MiddUr 
urnn on the third Tuesday of June^ A. D. 18X8. 

Rbtsebhd Fatbibs Axn BRxnnixir, 

It is the daty of those whom you have chosen to manage the concerns of 
the Missionaiy Society, to make report to you of the manner in which they 
have discharged the duties devolving on them. But the Narrative accom- 
panying this report, g^Wng a particular account of the number, names^ and 
stations of your Missionaries, together with their success in their ardaoiia 
work, and also a statement of the funds and distribution of booka^ saper- 
■edes the necessity of a particular detail in these respects 

It may be proper, however, to observe, generally, that your Tnistees 
have, in the year past^ employed as many Ifissionaries as the state of your 
funds would adnut ; that these have occupied a vast field as it respects ter- 
ritoral liiiuts $ that they have been variously dtstiibuted as yourTnislees 
have judged the necessities of the people most uigent, and as would best 
promote the interests of the people, and the advancement of the cause of 
Christ 

The States in which they have been stationed are Vennont, Pennsylvaiu^ 
New-Yotk, Ohio^ Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, and East Tennesee. The 
sum expended in the year past is % 6026^94. The number of books and 
pampUeti sent to the new settlements is 5402. Interesting are the acco om a 
received from the Missionsries in these ^ndely extended fields. Their la- 
bors have been owned and blessed by the Great Head of the church, and 
in many places aocompaiued by remarkable efiViaioos of the Holy Spirit. 
They have been instrumental of eomforting the hearts of Qod's people ; of 
awakening the carelesi^ reforming the erroneous^ building %xp ohurdies^ 
and establishing societies in gospel order. Tbe people in those destitnte 
regions have gladly received them ; their attention haa been much excited 
to the importance of a preached gospel; an tncreaang desire of gcvpel or- 
der is visible ; and the calls for an increase of missionaiy labor aie preaa- 
mg. This ia true even of those amooigwfaiQaithcce his been no fecial >•- 
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yival of religion ; md idiere the gospel has been accompanied by the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, the people feel the most urgent need of regular 
gospel instruction. Scattered as they are oyer a g^reat extent of country, and 
destitute of a stated ministry, they are exposed to be led astray by erro- 
nious teachen. In many places there is a great utant of J^les, and but few 
able and evangelical preachers. 

Never was there greater need of MisnonarieH ; never more ui^g^it caOsy 
and, we may add, never was there greater encouragement. It is, however* 
but little we have been able to do, in comparison with what is neceasaiy to 
be done. The field is boundless ; a great part of it has never been expk>- 
red ; and where it has been, how little can be done by so few laborers ! Eve* 
ly reason have we therefore to unite our prayers to the Lord of the har- 
Test^ that he would send forth laborers into his harvest To our prayers 
we must add our exeitions, that the means may be iimushed for encreaaing 
the number of Missionaries, that the thousands perishing in ignorance may 
liearthe word of eternal life. 

The enemies of religion are awake to oppose these benevolent derig^ ; 
but united exertions^ by the blessing of God, will bear down all opposition. 
And we are encouraged to expect this blearing if we are fidthful to our 
I<oid and Master, fmwhea the enemy shftUcome in Uke a/ood, the S^pirit ^ftke 
LvrdtthaUUfi up a standard agaimt them. 

We have hr greater encouragement in the misrionaiy cause than those 
who have preceded u^. The Lord b evidently &voring our derigns. The 
faoly Apostles^ who were the first Christian Missionaries, were under a ne- 
cessity cyf opporing the greatest powers on earth. fFe have no enemies thus 
formidable to oppose. Your ^fisnonaries have been gladly received, and 
die blessing of many ready to perish has come upon you. Their prayera 
and praises have ascended to God, through your instnimentali^, and on 
your behnlf. Though on many accounts appearances are pleasing, but lit- 
tle baa been accompfished, in comparison to what 'knay and will be done. 
There is yet much land to be possessed ; many waste places in &on to be re- 
paired ; dark places to be irradiated with the light of the gospel Turn 
your eyes on the misrionary fields, and you will see them already white fbr 
barrtist. Surely it is high time that the Lord's house should be buih ; 
and if we are remiss^ the building will rise in all its grandeur and sublimity^ 
and othen will share in the glof^ of being the blest instruments of erecting 
and adoniing it. We cannot have our ears assailed by the cty of those who 
ate litdngin theshades of darkness andof death. Come and help u$t with- 
out having our hearts affected with the ruins in which they are involveds and 
the eternal horrors of despair into which they are phm^png. 

The curse of Meroz will fall on the despiseis of the gospel— the diaci* 
pies of infidelity. But let not those who befieve in Jesus^ and know the 
power of his resorreetion, and the fellowship of his sufferings,, and have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, who look forward with hope to the day of 
lua eztenaive reign, the triumphs of his sovieign love, induce any lelnc- 

2 
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tance in coming to the help of the L(»d. Our souk should bum with Mr- 
dor to bear some humble part in an enteiprise which has given a new theme, 
and an emphasis before unknown, to the hosaxmas of angels, and the aoogs 
of the blessed. In a review of events, which are taking place in the world* 
we would notice, with pleasing admiration, and nncere, gratitude, the diffu- 
sion of the -knowledge of God, of the Redeemer, and of the great salva- 
tion ; and the wonderful efTects particularly on the bles of the sea, many of 
which, by the power of the blessed gospel, have renounced their idol 
gods, and are bowing before tlie Lord Jehovah. Our fidhers looked far- 
ward with earnest desire, guided by the sure word of prophecy, to the 
day when the knowledge of God should cover the earth. They would 
ikith joy have huled the present day, when so great exertions are made 
to extend this knowledge, and with so great success. Though they desi- 
red it in vain, we have reason to say, Slewtedarc youretfet for ■what they 
9ee, and your earo for vhat they heart of the wonderful works of God. We 
gre assured that the religion of Jesus shall extend its triumphs oiver all the 
eartii ; that Jews and Gentiles shall be brought to the knowledge and ac- 
ceptance of the only Redeemer. But in order to fulfil these graoous de- 
agna^ God will excite his people to send his word, and the ministry of bis 
word ; and by these instruments he will pull down the Itrong holds of Sa- 
tan, and accomplish his gracious promises to his church. 

The efforts which are made through the Christian world to extend the 
knowledge of salvation by various associations of Ifisaionary, Bible, and 
Tract Societies, and other benevolent institutions^ both male and female, 
call for gratitude and praise to God who hath put these things into the 
hearts of his people. 

May these efforts increase until the dark parts of tiie eaith be illnmiuh 
ted with divine truth ; toe habitations of cruehy be converted into abodes 
of peace and love ; tiie praises of Jehovah be heard in every clime ; and the 
light of Zion go forth as brightness^ and the salvation thereof as a han^ 
that bumeth. 

In the name of the Trustees, 

ABEL FLINT9 Secreutrg, 

Hartford, May 13» 1818. 



Treasurer's Account. 11 

No. II. 

Aceouni of the Treasurer of the General Association, 

JVo. I. Receipts by the Treasurer of the General Association of 
Connecticut^ from June 9, 1817, to June 6, 1818. 



1817. 






June 23. 


Received from Rev. David Selden, 






from the second church in Saybrook, 


3 66 




" MiUington, 


3 




^ Hadlyme, 


1 55 




** Middle Haddam,0 79 




Ifiddleaex Aasociatiai^ 


3 50 
12 50 


July 15. 


Received from Rev. Charles Pren^ 






from the south church in ComwaU, 


1 




«* Warren, 


1 25 




sondiy ministers, 


2 

i 55 


28. 


Received from Rev. Caleb J. Tenney, 






from the church in West Greenwich, 


3 




** Green's Fanns» 


2 




** Stanwich, 


.4 




** North Stamford, 


1 28 




** Middlesex, 


4 




«« Norwalk, 


4 




** Stamford, 


4 
^22 28 



Sept. 26. Received from Rev. S. Cone, for New London Asso- 
ciation, 4 50 



Oct. 7. 


M 


Rev. H. A. Rowland, for Hartford No; 


pth, 11 


28. 


M 


Rev. £. T. Woodruff, for ToUand, 


5 


1818. 








Jan. 10. 


€€ 


Rev. Joab Brace, for Hartford South, 


18 


23, 


W 


the church in East Hartford, 


2 


Peb. 2. 


C« 


Rev. James Porter, from 








the church in North Woodstock, 


2 






** South, do. 


1 50 






*• Lebanon, 


2 






<* North Mansfield, 


1 50 






Rev. James Porter, 


1 
8 


liaichd. 


Rec^ved fnmi Rev. H. A. Rowland, for Hartford 






North Association, 


3 50 


April 23. 




from the fint church in Mansfield, 


2 




2 93 03 
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No, 2. Paifwienu by the Treasurer of ike General Associaiion of 
Coimectiaa^ from June 9, 1817, to June 6, 1818. 

18ir. 
July 8. To P. B. deason 8c Co. for printiDS: Miiiute% 2S 48 

Sept. 9* To Rev. Daniel Dow, Delegate to New Hampdiirey 1816b 4 80 
Nov. 11. To Rev, Maltby Gebton, Do. Yennomt, 1816^ 16 

1818. 
Jan. '0. To Rev. Joab Brace, Do* Do. 1817, 15 

April 23. To Rev. S. P. William^ Do, Qtxk, Aasembly, 1817, 1% 

Janet To Rev A. Flint, for copying and superintending the print- 
ing and diftribution of the Minutes of 1817, and for 
servicesas T^Kasurer, as per vote of the Aaaociatign, 25 

* * S.99 28 

No. 3. General Stalemenl^ 

Balance on hand, June 9, 1817, 6 81 

Receipts as above, from June 9, 1817, to Jime 6^ 18}8, 93 03 

99 84 

. Disbursements as abovcb Do. ' 99 38 



^alanpe on hand, June 6, 1818, g 00 56 

ABEL FLINT, lyeatw^f 
Hartford, June 6, 1818. 

Teis certifies that I have examiaed the Accounts of the Rev. Abd Flint* 
as Treasunr of the General Assodation of Connecticut, and find the Bal^ 
ance in the Treasury to be as stated above, 56 cents. 

CALYIN CHAFIK, AuOier. 
Hartfordi June 6^ 1818, 
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No. III. 

Lift afuM^tUd mtnuiirSf in cannecHon with the General Associationt 
and of licentOUet from the several Associations, 

UNSETTLED BONISTERS. 



Bit. Mbssim. 

lonaHian Baitlett, Redding^ 
Aaron Chuich, Haitluid. 
Saul Chrky East Haven. 
Blias CoTnelius, Somen, N. Y. 
David D. Field, Haddam. 
Qrin Fowler, Lebanon. 
Nathaniel Freeman, Weston. 
Amasa Jerome, New Qaftford. 
Calvin Ingals, Stafford.- 
Gurdon Johnson, KiDingly. 
Bela Kellogg, West Haven. 
WUEam Lockwood, Gbstenbuiy. 
Asahel NetUeton IGUigwor^. 
SaiDuel Nott, Jun. Fjsmklin. 



Rev. IkfsssBS. 
JohnNoyes, Weston. 
Thomas Rich, Cohunbia. 
Ward StafTord, New York. 
Samuel Stebbins^ Simsbui}'. 
Samuel Sturges, Danbury. 
James W. Tucker, Banbury. 
Daniel Waldo, Suffield. 
William R. Weeks, Litchfield. 
Sam«]|l Whittlesey, Hartford. 
Samdll P. Williams, MansfiekL 
Richard Willianu^ Coventiy. 
i Luke Wood, Wateibuiy. 
William Woodbridge, Newark^ N. J. 
Ephraim T. Woo&iff, Coventiy. 



UCENTIATES. 



MSSSBS. 

Geofge Alien, 
Jbhod S. Atw<K>d, Norfolk. 
^jah Baldwin. Milford. 
Zedekiah Barstow, Canterbury. 
Carret G. Brown, Bethlero.' 
Stephen W. Bunritt, Milfbxd. 
Charles F. Butler, Nev Salem. 
Stephen Qrosby, Thcmipson. 
Israel Ely, Sharon. 
BeooMiiin Fenn, MiHb^ 
Asahel Gayk>rd, Norfolk, • 
Joaah ^. Gibbs, Salem, Mass. 
Thomas R. Gould, Cornwall. 



IilsssBs. 
Aetius B. HaU, Ne^ Havem 
Ebenezer Halping, Boston. 
John Marsh, Jun. Wethersfield. 
Elihu Mitchel, Knoxnlle, Ten. 
David L. Ogden, New Haven. 
Robert C. Robbins^ Colchester. 
Ludovicua Robbins^ MansfiekL 
Israel Shaler, Haddam. 
David A. Sherman, Knozville, Ten 
Randolph Stone, New Haven. 
Comeliua Tuthill, New Haven. 
Hezekiah, G. Uffoxxl, New York. 



No. IV. AND V. 

Domestic Missionary Society of ConsiectieuL 
As the Directors of the Domestic Missnonaiy Society propose to publish 
their report and the Treasurer's Account, and to send them to the severU 
ministen and churches in the State, it is thought unnecessuy to publish 
them with the Minutes of the General Association. 



No. VI. 

Proportion of the Direekrs. of the Domeitic Mitdonary Socuty. 

The. Directors of the Domeftio Missionaiy Society te Gonnecticat and 
Us nciiiily, in the leauh of their operatioiiB dosing the past year, have 
loand the meaiure adopted fbrthe supply cf their tnaaniyhunfficieatte 
their pwrpeee. BtiU they asttribute the defidenqr rather to the wa&tef 
B thonHi^ .phafor the drcutetioo of the lequeitiiMde of the dwirqhe» 
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thantouiy defect in the nature or fonn of that requett Still confident 
in the dtspontion of the chiircheSy to assiit their brethren in deaobte 
places 9ad in the competency of the acheme ah-eady pumed, for rais- 
ing money for the use of this Society ; the Directors propose to app<Hnt 
an executive Comnuttee of their own number, from whose hand a ciredlar 
on this subject shall be sent to the churcheSp and who shall also adopt ef- 
ficient measures for infonning the public through what channels donaticHB 
and legacies may be made to their treasuiy. 

This propontion is respectfully submitted to the conaderatxcm of the 
General Association ; that if it be by them approved* the Directors may 
act under the supexintendance and sanction of that Body. 



No. VII. 

Report on the State of Religion, 

Trb Comnuttee, appcnnted to take minutes of the namtiTes^ and piepaie 
a concise account of the state of religioiv made a report, which was accept* 
ed as follows : 

Although ^e efforts made for the suppresrion of the awfiil vice of ha- 
temperance have not succeeded so fiilly as could be deared r-shhoMgh the 
Sabbath is much neglected in some places, and in a few perceptibly more 
than heretofore ; — and although it has pleased the gread Head of the 
church not to bless this portion of Zion with refreshing ahowen^ «o copi- 
ous and extensive as in past years ;— and although we find, in the moral 
and religious state of the community, grounds for sore lamentation and deep 
abasement before a holy and soverdgn God ;— yet there are consideTBtiaQa 
of vast moment, which should animate Christ's ministenng servants to the 
most unabated exertions, and all Christians to the most fervent and un- 
ceasing prayers, and activity in the cause of him, whose interests they have 
espoused ; and oall forth the most heartfelt gnttitute to the Father of mer- 
cies. In some placea the Sabbath is observed with greater solemnity than 
heretofore. The increasing attention paid to the reli^ous instnicticm of 
children, particularly the establiahment of Sabbath schools, a plan extend- 
ing so widely and with so much efficacy, has a direct influence upon the 
best interests of men : a plan which we most cordially approve, and for a 
divine blesaong upon which all good men will unceasingly pray. 

With no ordinaxy emotions do we observe that decided support, which 
the various charitable institutions of the present day receive from the 
liberality of the Christian public, and the deep interest they feel in their 
extension and usefulness. Nor do we permit ourselves to doubt, that these 
streams win continue to augment and flow with greater oderity*, as the 
state of the world may demand. 

In the heathen achool established within our limtts, we behold a fbuadiv 
tion laid, on which we huiid>ly trust it wiH please the great Head of the 
iShurch, by the instrumentality of human mean% to erect a noble edifice i 
ve behold a fight dawning which we trust wiH bngl^ten and spread, nnfil 
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mftny pagan lands, and espedally the islands of the ael^ shall be cheered 
with its heavenly radiance, and the glorious and universal reign of Messiah 
the Prince shall commence. t 

Among the several subjects of consideration, the success of the Domes- 
tic Misaonaiy Society claims our g^titude. Its usefulness is becoming 
daily more and more ei^dent ; and it b hoped that the great object of build- 
ing up our waste places will excite an increasing degree of interest in the 
public nund. 

Nor do we consider it a amaU matter of congmtulaition, and thanksgiving 
to God, that the Asylum established at H&rtford, for the instruction of the 
deaf and dumb, has been so far prospered. While all the feelings of hu- 
manity are strongly enlisted on its ade, and prompt, with almost irresistible 
on^>^9 to its support, the Christian beholds, in its operadons, a door opened 
for its unfortunate subjects to assume a station, with their fellow immortals, 
in the intellectual and moral kingdom of God, and be prepared to share in 
that infinite blessedness purchased by the Saviour's blood. May the dews 
of heaven distil more abundantly upon this humane institution ! May it 
'Auee largely in the prevailing prayers of the Angel of the covenant ! And 
though the dear pupils cannot speak the language of men, may they be 
tmgfat by the Spirit of grace, that they may speak forever the language of 
angels, and of the spirits of the just made perfect ! 

But^ above all, do we find matter of pnuse to the God of grace, in the 
revivals of religion with which, ahhou^ Idas numerous and powerfiil than 
in some preceding years, it hath pleased him to bless several of our church- 
es. In some places, the shower appears to have abated; in others, the 
nun of divine influence continues copiously to descend. In Middletown, 
Upper Houses, Wethersficjd, Rocky Hill, Bethany in the town of Wood- 
bridge, Salem, a parish in Waterbury, East Hampton, in Chatham, and Had- 
dam« God has wrought gloriously, or is still working. In these tokens of our 
Saviour's presence, his friends find abundant cause of gratitude, courage^ 
hope, and prayer ; nor should they be forgetfiil of the additional obligation 
which every soul brought h<mie to Christ, and secured in his fold, lays up- 
on them, wiAhtwited hearts^ to ascribe to him all the g^oiy. 

We would also observe, that in the undiminished prosperity and useful- 
ness of Yale College, an institution founded in wisdom, watered with the 
prayen of our pious progenitors, and which the Son of God has made a foun« 
tain of refreshing streams to his church, for more than a centuxy^ we feel 
that there is spebial cause to exalt his name. 

From the accounts rendered of the state of religioiv within the bounds of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, it appears that the inte- 
rests of the Redeemer's kingdom are evidently advandng. Several of the 
Freabyteries, under their jurisdiction, have been veiy powerfully virited, the 
y^ear past, with the influences of the Holy Spirit, and many have been added 
vaato the Lord. Churches^ under their superintendance, are muitiplying'vs 
tbe settlements extend into that wide region on their border ; their Theolo- 
gical Btmsmry is sending forth a miccession of young men as hsnids of the 
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atom ; and the g^iienl aspect of £on is higUy favorable. And it is pltmaag 
to learn, that the General Assembly has recommended and strongly urged 
upon the members of their communion, to pay particular attention to the 
religious instroction of their slaves^ that they maybe prepared, in God's 
own time, for th^ emancipation. 

From our brethren in Massachusetts Proper we learn, with heart-felt joy, 
that revirals of religion, in several counties, espedally that of Berkshire^ 
have taken place { and not only the happy fhiits of fonner ones remun> but 
goodly munbers have been gathered unto Christ ;>--that the Theological In- 
stitution at Andover is in a flourishing condition, and promises to extend its 
utilify, already great, over an extensive field. 

From the General Association of New Hampshire We an infimned, 
that the prospects, m many parts of the State, are gloomy ;— that some 
churches a>e low, and some professors loke-waim. At the aaroe time, it is 
endentthat a gracious God hath them in remembrance. Bevivab of refi* 
gion, powerful and resulting in the hopeful conversion of vety considetable 
numbers, have churned the gratitude, and encouraged the heart% of botfi 
ministers and private Christians, in that section of our country. And it 
has been particularly noted by them, tliat, in these revivals, God has been 
pleased to eall in from the world the greaticst proportion of oonverti» 
from among those who, in their infimcy, received the seal of baptism. 

The church of our ascended Lord, in the State of Vermont, continues to 
flourish. Tlie number of settled ministers is enlarging, and the aevend 
churches, increased with the 'increase of God, are assuming additioiial 
stability, beauty, and glory. Peculiariy favored of her head, SUon here 
looks forth, fair as the moon, and clear as the sun. In two Association^ 
consisting of twenty^x congregadons, more than twelve hundred have been 
brought, hopefully, to accept the crucified Saviour. And we are happy ts 
add, that twelve or fourteen of the pupils in the College in IGddlebuiy 
have been, as there is reason to h(^e, made the subjects of renewing 
grace. 

On the whole, your Committee rejoice, in common ^th tiie members of 
this Body,.aiKiafl who' Wish for Zion*swelftre» thaittfae Chrislka character 
ia rising ; — ^that Christian charities are extensively multiplying, and the spi- 
rit of misnons extending in all directions : that young men of talents and 
piety are consecrating themselves to God, in the kingdom of his Son^ 
with particular reference to the pagan worid ; and that the aigni of the 
times loudly call on the Christian world to redouble their prayers and tk«r 
liberality. Behold tlie dawn of the glorious day— that day which prophets 
predicted, and for which saints have prayed— that day in which the fight of 
the moon is to be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun seven-fiofld ; 
Mn wluch the tritmiphs of the cross are to be sigtially exhibited fimn ttte ri- 
sing of the sun unto the jroing down of the same ;— in which the gospel in its 
tftumphant career, is to march the drcle of the globe, and AUehda^for tke 
i^rd Owl cmmjMent rdgneihf resounded from every hmd. JBfen so^ CCH&e, 
Uxrd JMQs^«comsi quickly. Amen. 
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Ai « Muting of ^ General Anodati/on of Connecticut^ at Lyme, 
the third Tueeday of June, A. D. 1819 : Present, 



Rev. Messrs. 

Thomas Robbins, 
Elisba B. Cook, 

John Keys, 
Harrej Talcott, 

Zepbantah Swift, 
Samuel Merwio, 

John EUiott, 
Stephen Dodd, 

Salmon Cone, 
Alfred MitcbeU, 

Isaac Lewis, 

Medad Rogers, 
Elijah Waterman, 

Moses C. Welch, D. D. 
Samuel Backus, 

James Beach, 
Frederick Marsh, 

Daniel A. Clark, 
Fosdick Harrison, 

Josiah Hawes, 
Nehemiah B. Beardsley, 

Cyrus W. Gray, 
Joseph Knight, 

Jesse H. Turner, 
Henry Aztell, 
Daniel Smith, 

Mason Knappen, 
Sylvester Sage, 

•^Jlnoch Hale, 
Josiah W. Cannon, 

Josiah Prentice, 



From 
Hartford North Association. 

« 

Hartford South. 

New-Haven West. 

New -Haven East. 

New-LondoB. 
Fairfield West 
Fairfield East. 

Windham Original. 

Litchfield North. 

Litchfield South. 

Middlesex. 

Tolland. 

From the* General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. 

From the General Convention of 
Vermont. 

From the General Association of 
Massachusetts Proper. 

From the General Association of 
New-Hampshire* 



Mumle» of At Qineral A sioeiaH m, 



The Rev. Thomas Bobbiiis was choseft 

The Re?. Moses C. Welch, D. D. was cboseo Moderator. 

The Rev. Samuel Merwin was choeen Assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read. 

The meeting was opened with prajer by the Moderator. 

The system of '* Rules, for the regulation of business before the 
Association,'* was then read. 

The Rev. Messrs. Robbins, Turner, Cone, Sage, and Waterman 
. were appointed a Committee of Overtuies ; who made a iqwrt wUdi 
was accepted. 

The Rev. Messrs. Waterman, Clark, and Smith were chosen a 
Committee, to receive the several reports which may be presented, 
and prepare a general namitive of the state of religion, within the 
limits <xf the General Association, and of the other Ecclesiasticd 
Bodies here represented, to be eihtbited at the present meeting. 

The Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkms, D. D. Calvin Chapio, D. D. 
Jeremiah Day, L. L. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph Strong, D. D. 
Isaac Lewis, D. D. Elijah Waterman, Moses C. Welch, D. D. 
Chaunoey Lee, Lyman Beedier, D. D. Frederick W« Hotchkiss, and 
Nattian Williams, D. D. were appointed to certify the regular stand- 
ing of ministers traveHing from this into other states. 

The report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connect- 
icut was received, read, and accepted. See Apptfidix^ No. L 

The Associational Sermon was preached by the Rev. John EDiott, 
of East-Guilford, 4rom Jt>hnx. 12, 13. 

Written reports were received from the several Associations, of 
the state of religion within their respective limits, whidi were read 
and delivered to the Committee, appointed to prapaffs a general nar- 
rative from these reports. The delegates from the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church- presented the printed report of the state. 
of religion made to the General Assembly, at their late session. The 
delegates from Vermont presented a printed copy of the Minutes of 
the General Convention, and report of the state of religion, at their 
]ast session. The delegates from Massachusetts made a report of the 
\ state of religion within the limits of their General Association. And 
the delegate from New-Hampshire presented the Minutes of the last 
meeting of the General Association of New -Hampshire, with an ac- 
count of the state of religion, at that time, within their limits ; all of 
which were committed to the above named Committee. 

Wednesdat, June 16. 

The delegates from the General Association to the General Assem- 
bly of the rresbyterian Church, to the General Convention of Ver- 
mont, and to the General Association of Massachusetts, exhibited 
written reports that Ibey had performed the duties of their respective 
appointments, which were read and acceptei. 

The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of 
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August next, viz — the Hon, Jonatban Bntce, John Caldtrell, Esq. 
Enoch Perkins, £sq. Samuel Pitkin, Edq. Mr. Thomas Hubbard, 
William Leffiugirell, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, D. D. Moses C. Welch, D. D. Samuel 
Goodrich, and Heniy A. Rowland. 

Andrew Kii^bury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. Abel 
Flint, D. D. Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

The delegates from the Ecclesiastical Bodies, in connection with 
the General Association, presented sundry copies of the Minutes of 
those Bodies, at their last session, which, together with copies of the 
Twentieth Annual Narrative of Missions, from the Trustees of the 
Missionary Society of Connecticut, were distributed among the 
i^iembers. 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association was ex- 
hibited and approved. See Appendix^ No. 11. 

The Rev. Messrs. Elliott, Hawes, Cone, Lewis, and Keys were 
appointed a Committee to take into consideration the state of the 
Treasury, together whh communications on the subject from the 
Hartford North and Hartford South Associations, and make report. 

The report of the Directors of the Domestic Missionary Society, 
for Connecticut and its vicinity, was received, read, and accepted. — 
See Appendix^ No. III. 

The account of the Treasurer of the Domestic Missionary Society 
was exhibited and approved. See Appendix^ No. IV. 

The Rev. Messrs. Merwin, Lewis, and Beach were appointed a 
Committee to consider and report whether it is expedient, at this time, 
to make any, and if any, what alteration, in the Constitution of the 
Domestic Missionary Society. 

The following persons were chosen Directors of tthe Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society, for tlie year ensuing, viz. Timothy Dwight, Timothy 
Stilman, Matthew Marvin, Esq. Richard Hubbard, John Hall, Esq. 
Stephen Peck, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Samuel Merwin, Abel M'£wen» 
Lyman Beecber, D. D. Daniel Dow, Matthew R. Dutton, and Joel 
Hawes. 

The Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor was chosen Secretary ; Samuel J. 
Hitchcock, Esq. Treasurer ; and Dyer White, Esq. Auditor of the 
Domestic Missionary Society, for the year ensuing. 

The Committee, appointed to *' prepare a general narrative of the 
state of rcligiun," &c. made a report which was accepted, and the 
narrative was read in public. See Appendix^ No. V. 

In connection with the public reading of the said narrative, the 
members of the Association attended divine service, after which they 
united with thp church in this place, with their brethren in the min- 
istry, and members of other churches occasionally present, in cele- 
brating the Lord*s Supper. 

A ]ii:t of unsettled ministers, in connection with the General Asso- 
ciation, and of licentiates from the several district Associations, was 
made. See Appendix ^ No. VI. 
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The Rev. Lathrop Rockirell was appointed to preach the Ctmeia 
ad CUrumf at the Commencement in New-Haven, in SeptemK)er next. 

The Committee, appointed, at the last meeting of the General 
Association, ** to confer with Committees from other Ecclesiastical 
Bodies in New-England, and enquire whether anj, and if any, what 
method can he suggested for a more effectual co-operatioQ for the 
advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom,'* made a report, the COQ- 
siderarton of which was postponed till to-morrow. 

TauRSDAY, June 17. 

The Coiilmittee, appointed " to consider the expediency of mak- 
ing alterations in the Constitution of the Domestic Miasionarf So- 
ciety," reported sundry alterations, which were continued, as re- 
quired by the Constitutioq, for further consideration, at the next 
meeting of the General Association. See Appendix^ No. VII. 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to each church in the state, in 
connection with this Body, to have a contribution, on the first Sabbath 
in September next, for the purpose of aiding destitute and leeUe 
churches and societies, in providing for themselves the stated enjoy* 
ment of gospel ordinances ; and that the contributions be paid oter 
to the Treasurer of the Domestic Missionary Society, to assist in 
defraying the current expenses of said Society. Also, that, in all 
places where it may be deemed expedient, the coogregatioii be in- 
vited to Jbin with the church in the contribution. 

The Association resumed the consideration of the report of Hie 
Committee relative to a more effectual oo-operation with sundry 
Ecclesiastical Bodies in New-England. 

Voiedf To accept the report, above referred to, and that delegates 
be appointed, in conformity with the recommendation therein con- 
tained. See Aopendix, No. .Vlll. 

Resolved, That it is desirable, that the Minutes of this Association 
be read in some meeting of each district Association, previous to the 
next annual session of the General Association. 

The Committee, appointed ** to take into consideration the state 
of the Treasury," &c, made a report. Whereupon, 

Resolved, 1. That the delegates from this to other Ecclesiastical 
Bodies be elected from the several district Associations, in rotatioo, 
according to seniority on the Records of the General Association. 

2. That each district Association, in its rotine, be requested to 
nominate to this Body one of its members, as a candidate for said 
election. 

3. That the several Associations, to which the persons chosen be- 
long, be requested to make such provision for their support, and in 
such manner, as they may judge expedient. 

4. That the several Associations be requested to pay to their res- 
peciirc Receivets, annually, a sum equal to twenty>five Cents for 
each member, for the purpose of defraying the current expenses of 
this Body. 



3, That a Treasurer be ammalij appointed^ who shall receive the 
nioDej, apply >t to the publication and distribution of the Minutes^ 
and exhibit bis report every year to the Genera] Association. 

The following persons were appointed Receivers of money, in their 
respective Associations, for the Treasury of the General Association, 
viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, Joab Brace, Erastus Scranton, 
Timothy P. Gillett, Salmon Cone, Nathaniel Hewit, Elijah Water- 
man, James Porter, Charles PrentisSy Amos Pettingil^ David Selden, 
and Cbauncey Booth. 

The Rev. Abel Flint, D. D. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev* 
Calvin Chapin, D. D. Auditor of the General Association, for the 
year ensuing. 

VoUd^ That the Committee, which reported on the subject of the 
Treasury, be deaired to report the rotation in • which the nomination 
of delates to be made by the respective Association^r shall take 
I^ace. 

Reiohed, That, the Scribe of the General Association transmit 
Um names of the members of the Association, annually, soon after 
llie session, to the stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Pres« 
byterian Church, for the purpose of enabling him to transmit to each 
member a copy of printed- Extracts from the Minutes df the General 
Assembly, at their next preceding session ; and that the delegates to 
tlieis^eneRd Assembly, annually, inform the stated Clerk that such a 
communication will be made. 

The Rev. Messrs. William L. Strong, Eleazer T. Fitch, and Mat- 
tliew R. Dutton were chosen delegates to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, to convene in Philadelphia, the U>ini 
Thursday of May, 1820. 

The Rev. William Andrews- was chosen a delegate to the General 
Convention of Vermont, to meet at Burlington, the second Tuesday 
of September next. 

The Rev. Messrs. John Langdon and Diodate Brockway were 
cjioeen delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, 
to convene the fourth Tuesday of June,. 1820. 

The Rev. Messrs. Erastus Learned and Zephaniah Swift were 
cbosen delegates to the General Association of New-Hampshire, to 
naeet at Haverhill, the third Tuesday of September next 

Rudvtd^ That, after the present year, two delegates be chosen 
annually to attend the General Convention of Vermont. 

The Committee, to whom was referred the subject of '' the rota- 
tion, in which the nomination of delegates, to be made by the res- 
pective Associations, shall take place," made a report which was 
adopted, as follows : 

''The Committee to whom was referred the proper method of 
carrying into operation the new system of appointing delegates to 
the several Ecclesiastical Bodies in our connection^ report, That the 
delegation to the several Bodies he in the following order : 1. To 
(be General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 2. To the Com- 
mittee of Union. 3. To the (General Association of Massachusetts 
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Proper. 4. To the Oeneial AanciatioB of Ntw-Hanmhife. 6. To 
the Geoeral Cooveation of VmnoDt And jour Committee alao 
recommendy that the delegation to the General Asaemblj be nomia*- 
ted, for the first year, from the three eldest Associations ; for the 
second year, from the three neit in seniority ; and so on in suooca- 
sion ; and that the other delegations follow the same order* And 
your Committee further recommend, that, for the present year, the 
former delegates to the Committee of Union be reappointed*" 

Resolved^ That the Treasurer be desired to designate, in an addi- 
tion to the printed Minutes, annually, the places to which the dele* 
gates, to be nominated by the respective Associationt, aie to be 
sent. See Append£t^ No. IX. 

The Rev. Messrs. Moses C. Welch, D. D. Abel Flint, D. D. and 
Lyman Bcecber, D. D. were chosen delegates to the CoeBmittee of 
Union, to meet at Hartford, on the third Wednesday of October ntzt 

The Rev. Messrs. Waterman, Merwin, and Cone were appointed 
a Committee, to take into consideration the sut^t of devuing some 
means for rendering pecuniary assistance to unsettled ministers, and 
to the widows and children of deceased ministers, who are in neoea* 
8itous circumstances ; and to report to this Body at their next session* 

Voitd^ unanimously. That the thanks of the General Association 
be expressed, by the Rev. Mr. Roekwell, toihe chufth and congre- 
gation in thia place, for the respect, kindness, and bQlpita^y, ^£kdk 
they have manifested to this Body, during the ptesant seision. 

Votei^ also. That the thanka of this Body he expoennd, by the 
Bev. Mr. Rockwell, to the choir of singers, for their attendance and 
performance on the present occasion. 

VaUd^ That the Treasurer cause to be printed a suitable nombet 
of copies of the Minutes of the present session, with their accompany- 
ing documents, and distribute them in the usual manner ; and that he 
be allowed the sum of Five Dollars, for superintending the printing 
and distribution of the Minutes. 

VoUd^ That the next meeting of the General Association of Con* 
necticut be at the house of the Hev. Salmon Cone in Celcbcalei, tlm 
third Tuesday of June, 1820, at 1 1 o'clock, A. M. 

The session waa concluded with singing a hyvm of piaiae, and a 
prayer offered by the Rev. Mr. Hale. 

Attest, 

THOMAS ROBBINS, ^ 
SAMUEL MERWIN, \ ^"'^' 
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'APPENBIX* 

No. Ii 

* 

Report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

To the Missionary Society o^ ConnecticfU^ to be convened at Lymtt 
ike third Tuesday of J me next — The Trustees preseni thefoUcmng 
Report^ for lAe year 1818. 

BxfSBMan Fatbxrb akd BarrH>jEir» 

Buuire the year referred to in this report, your Trustees h»ve empioyed 
thirty and six Mianooaries. Th^ labors have been extended from the 
northern boadecs of our country to New Orleans. 

The suns recejnred, by eo^gfegslmsl eonttibutioas in May» amounted to 
tlgree 4lwiifiiftd two hundred and thirteen doBan^ twenty-four cents and e 
halL Mifiies reoeired fhim other sources were three thousand -and fifty- 
two doUan» twcan^-one cents and a half. The total of receipts was, con- 
s#quenftly» tix theusand two bnnditd and nxty^re dollars^ and fbr^-aix 
cents. 

The expenditures of the Society were seTen thousand two hundred and 
forty-four doQarB» and fi^y-seren <;ents. lliis sum inchides the purchase 
and transportatioi^ to the destitute settlements, of two thousa n d and th$r^ 
teen books. It also comprehends such other incidental expenses as are 
idcntaUe in the efficacious application of your funds to the benevolent 
imposes for which they have been giyen. 

The balance in the tres^ury, on the first of Januafy* 1^9, was thirty. 
one thousand one hundred and eleven doflars, seventy-three cents and 
a half. Thewhole of this bahmce belongs to the permanent fund. 

A comparison of your receipts with your diabursements shows, that your 
.expenses were nine hundred and sevenly4une dollars, and eleven cents 
more than your income. In concerns that pertain entirely to thinfa tem- 
poral such a result nught be justly accounted evidence of indiscreet cal- 
cnlajiow. In the cause of Christ, however, it is not so. TTUre, he that 
scattereth, increaseth, when the salvation of his people is the object of 
liberality. Let additional zeal be awakened,-Met energetic exertions be 
called forth, proportioned to the growing wants of the destitute, and ar- 
rearages win be amply supplied. The numerous, and increasing, and veiy 
imperious calls for mlsatonaiy aid, and the preanng demand for books, were 
the &cts which led to such an excess of expenditures beyond your receipfK 



M Missionanf Socidy cfCcnnectiaa. 

By the statement now made it will appear, that manjr and predooi 
of doings good have been enjoyed. It will also be seen, that your Trasteea 
have applied those means with perpetual and devout soficitude. Tliey 
hare, without ceanng^ endearored to combine the strictest economy iHth 
religious fidelity. And here they would gratefully acknowledge the divine 
goodness manifested in many cheering and very animatbig proofs^ that 
their exertions have been attended with the giacious presence and appro- 
bation of Christ. 

But they win not occupy the time of the Society by minute descriptions 
of their own views and experience. Known unto God and themselves are 
their trials and their joys, in the performance of those most solemn and 
responsible duties to which they have been called. For detailed accounts 
of Misttonaries sent,^-of districts in which tficy were employed,— «f suc- 
cess which attended their labors, — and of such particulsr information rela- 
ting to this institution, as the Society shall require, they refer you, with 
iDUch pleasure, to the printed narrative and statements published soon 
after the tennination of the year. 

They would only aay, that, with the friends of Christ every where^ tbey 
find occasion to contemplate the gtadous doingi of the JLofd, not only 
with undinunished, but with growing siliifcftlim It k with mefralSe de- 
Cght, that, as they look abroad upon a world lying in wfekedness, tiiey 
behold a steady and rapid increase of aeal aad unaafani^ in te canae «! 
evangelical missions. 

The decrees of Christ, in favor of Zion, are haatadng to thdr execu- 
tion; — his promises to their fulfilment Every friend to mankind has a 
part allotted him to perform, in the aocompUahinent of the divine pur- 
poses. It is obvious, that on the funds of your Sodety, and their judi- 
cious application, its continued and augmented uaefiilness wilt under God^ 
essentially depend. 

Jjttt tiierefore, 'persevering exertions be made, by prayer and duffhy; 
fbr the prosperity of this cause. Then may the fKenda of our Redeemer 
hope to see, by itsmeans^ the progress of truth snd salntion keeping pace 
vnih the rapidly extending borders of our country. 

May your Society, and all assoeiationa of God's people, fbrmed fiirtiie 
same great and glorious purposes, be guided by wisdom from on fai^ ; and 
may grace, mercy, and peace be midtiplied to as many as love the Lotd 
Jesus Christ in sincerity. 

In die name of the Trustees, 

ABEL FUNT» AcrvMiy. 

Bartford, May 4^ 1819. 
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No. II. - 

Aecoast of the Treaeoret of the General ABsociatiOD. 

JVo. 1. RiceipU hythe Trtatnre^ from Jtme 6, 1818, to Jum 

7, 1819. 

June 17. Receiyed from Rev. David Selden, 

ibr the Church in Hadiyme^ 
^ for sundry Bfinisterib • 

18, Received from Rev. Samuel Bf erwin^ 

forKew-Haven West AModatioiv 
Ipr New-Haven Efnt do. 

Received from Rev. James Porters 

ft 

for the Church in North Woodstock^ 
for sundry Mln]sten» 

^ Received from Rev. Safanon Cone, 

ibr New-London Association, 
Receive from the first Church in Southbtny, 
Oet 13. Received ftmn Renr. Roswell R. Swan, 

ibr^the Church in Norwal^ 

for sundry Ministen^ 

1Y. Received from Rev. Joab Rrace^ 

for Haxtfoid South Assodatioa» 11 00 

1819. 
Feb. 12. Reedved from Rev. James Porter^ 

for the fint Church m Lebanon, 3 00 

** Thompson, S 00 

Rev. Ismel Day« 1 00 

500 

May 6. Received from the first Church New-Haren, 10 00 
8. Received from Rev. T. P. GiDet^ 

for New-Haven East Associatioi^ 5 00 
S& Received from Rev. James Porter* 

for the Churcli in North Woodstock* 3 00 

** North Hanifield* 1 50 

« AbingtMb 1^ 

for flondiy ICiustenb ^^ 

935 

286-85 



160 




600 






7 60 


U 00 




500 




16 00 


300 




1 50 






3 50 




7 50 




SOO 


300 




700 




10 00 



£2 DmMtIk VSMmuary Sodd^ 



No. t. PdftytnU hff ihe Treamrer, from Jme 6, ]818, to 

June 7, 1819. 
1818. 
June 18, To Bor. Sumiel Merwii^ Delegate to Ncfw-Bimp- 

diif«» 1817, 11 00 

Juljr 17. To P. B. GleaMn & Co. ^ pnntij^ Mimitea^ 17 50 

1819. 
Jan. 21. ToReT. IrmHaH^DekgvtetoGeoefilAReiiiblx, 1817, 5 00 

May 4. To Rev. F. W. HotdOdia, do. 1817, S 00 

36. To do. do. 6 00 

To Rev. Ira Har^ do.. 7 00 

To Rev. N. W. Ta^, 1818^ 10 00 

Jone To Rev. A. Flint, for copying and anpexintendii^ the 

printing and distribution of the Minutea of 1818^ and 

for senricea as lY^aiurers aapw vote of tbe A«oda- 

tion, 35 00 



* 

Nof 3. Gmural StatemmL 
Qpkiieeon hana, June 6^ 1818, 
Receiptaaa abof e, from Jifiie 17^ ^818^ to Jone 7, 1819f 

• 


]$86 50 

00 56 
96^ 


BiBburaenienta as above. 


87 41 
86 50 


Balance on hand, June 7, 1819^ 

• 

* 

ABBLFUMT, 


S80 91 
TWatiovp. 



HartUnd, June 7, 1819. 



iia certiiiea that I b%ve exunined the AcoGfunta of the Rev. Abel Ffiot, 
at T^«asurer of the General Aaaociation of Qonnocticutf and find the Bal« 
fuice in the Treaaury to be, as stated above, 91 Cents. 

p. CHAPIK JiwUmr. 

Hartford, June 9« 1819, 



No. III. AND IT. 

jpo wcjtf c Mitdonary Soei$ty. 

As the Directors of the Domestic Misuonaiy Society pnipoae to pubfiaii 
their report, and the Treasurer's acbount« and to send them to the several 
Bumsters and churches in the States it is thought unnecessaiy to publish 
^ose dodumeiitB wi4k the Mmut^ of tl^e Genersl ^^socia^kio. 
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No. V. 

Report OH the Statt of Rdigion. 

» 

Ite G^eial Anocifition of Connecticuty in acquainting the Chtistfui 
commmuty with the atate of religion trlthin their limits^ have to say aomer 
thi^ga which give them pleasure, and caU for their kmdeat praise ; and 
yet that pleasure is diminished, and that pnuse made humble, by some 
circomstaiicea of regret. 

lliere ^>pear to prevail among ua some alarming iniquitiesy which 
retard the operatiops of the goapd, and threaten the ruin of souls. Intern- 
peiavce, a prolific source of eriJ^ if not increanng, is stiQ prevalentv*-. 
Cases often oocnr of men an^ui^ in a few yeara^ from the height of do- 
meatic happiness, and even from hopea of heaven, to present shame and 
cveilasting ignominy, drawing, ^wi^ them, into poverty and wretchedness 
tilieb once loved famlUes and ^ends. 

Disregard o( the Sabbath is thought to be a growing eiril. Many grossly 
profane the day ; and some^ whose education prpmised. better things^ seem 
deairous of casting off restraint, and appropriating to their own uae the 
iuiurs in which Qod has ever challenged a special prc^ety, 

laying and fidse swearing are appvehended'to he growing- iniquities. . To 
deceives neighbonr, and disregard the covenant that binds to truth and 
duty, are less disk'eputable than in former periods of our history. Thm^ 
in a measure, is sapped the foundation of confidence ; thus the old moral 
Iand4nark is removed : for it must never be foigotten, that when oaths 
shall cease to bind the conscience* the last tie is sundered, that holds the 
communis togetiier. 

StiO, the view of those e^ils would be leas affecting, were there iDt rea- 
son to fear that the exertions made to stem the toerent of iniquity are 
diminiabed. To oppose corruption is often unpopular, and always labo. 
lioos. Hence good men are prone, at times to lessen their efforts, and 
permit the world to continue undisturbed in its corruptions. 

BesMes these, we have other causes of lamentation which tenderly affect 
our hearts, Itiere have been, recently, aeveral instances of death in the 
ministiy* The Bev. Amzi Lewis, of Stamford, and the Bev. Boswell B. 
Swan, of Narwalk, have been called away firom their labors s the latter in 
the midst of his days ; leaving their people* and the church at larger to 
weep and be humble under the hand of the Ix)cd.— It also belongs to on 
to mention, respectfully, the Bev. Samuel J. IfiUs n worthy mimster of tha 
licnd Jesus Christ, who died the last year, in the employment of the Colo- 
niasstion Sodetf « Wb constitution, early impaired, sunk at length under 
the pressure of benevolent, persevenng, and mdefatigable exertion. He 
fiiand a grave in the ocean, leaving hia worthy and Bev. father, and a be- 
fcnf e4 Cbristian commuiuty tp himcot tlieir loss, Wc knew not his worth 
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^ he left us. He stole nlently thnmgii the wotUt and kept Umself ub- 
seen; wlule he waked the eneigies of othexfl. condensed the views of 
the Christian commuiuty, and concentrated the exertions of pious chari^ ; 
tin, early ripe for heaveob he rested from hb labora, and his works faDow 
him. 

It is matter of deep humiliation, that in most of our ehurches, (here 
la, at present, a suspension of the special influences of the divine Spirit^ 
while too ffew of tlie friends of the Redeemer are weeping hetween die 
porch and the altar, and crying", "liord, spare thy people, give not thy 
heritage to reproach.^ 

The aspects of divine providence, however, %hich beam hght, strength, 
and comfort upon the chnrches within our hmits, are to be noticed with 
gratitude. Among these are the monthly ConceK of Prayer. These 
seasons of fellowslup and united aspirations of devout soub, for the pros'- 
perity of Zion, are observed in most of our churches. In many of then 
collections are made to promote, by apprmiate means, the pre-eminefil 
object for which these prayers are offered. And we caH on the ohnrehe^ 
to persevere in this primary duty ; for these things are good and aosep- 
table with him, "f whose counsel shaB stand, and vrho wifi do all his j^lea- 
•ore.** * 

Sabba t h schools are generally introduced into our congregatxoos ; and 
ire conceive them to be awonderiul metiiod, which divine Providence 
flpens^ fi>r the promotion of the gloiy of his name, in sowing tiie seeds 
of divine truth in the young and tender mind, and callipg forth his prsi- 
ses, from the fips of the riang generation. 

The school for the instruction of the heathen youth, at ComwaUt >* ^ 
creasing in its numbers, means,' and r^spcctabifity -, and gives, in its iBr 
&nt state, great pronuse of distinguished good to the natives of this and 
other Countries, and to the Islands of the sea ; in communicating to thoee 
benighted nations, the glorious gospel of the blessed God, in a laqguage 
which they can understand. This institution, under his favor who has 
the pronuse of the heathen for his inheritance, we trust will be the chaii* 
nel of conve^ng the blessings of the Redeemer's kingdom to thousands 
Mid to minions^ who otherwise would walk in darkness. 

The Asylum, for the instniction of the deaf and dumb, is distinguished 
with tokens of divine &vor. The attempts to communicate to the pa- 
pils, moral and religious truths, of the most abstract nature, are atten* 
ded with encouraging and unexpected success. Ihe hope is cherished 
Ihat the influences of divine grace have reached some dT their hearts. 
One has made a profession of religion, and united with the church at 
Hartford- 

In this connection we sdvext, with unqualified approbation, to the Con- 
necticut Education Society, by whose exertions neariy thirty young men, 
«f promising talents and piety, have been enabled during the past year. 
to pursue their stucfies at Tale College. And we have only to regret 
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that the prospects of tbis Society, with a sphere t( us^Ailness continual* 
iy enhrging, should be darkened by the want of efficient pecuniary pat- 
lonage. When we reflect on the ui^nt and increasing demands for pie- 
ty, talents, and learmng in the service of the church ; the imposnbilit^ 
of meeting this demand without a new and more vigorous system of exer- 
tiqns ; the success which has attended past exertions ; the lustre which 
has been shed on the cause of refigion and letters, by many who wei^ 
nosed from indigence, by the hand of charity ; the necessaxy effect on our 
principal literary institution, from adding to the weight of talents and in- - 
flacBce on the ade of vital religion ; the ardent desires of these youth to be- 
come quafiAedfor the service of the Saviour, and their peculiar preparation, 
by their fiabxtk of life, for the hardships and privations which await them 
in the work of the ministry ; a combination of the most solemn and weigh- 
ty motives presses on our churches^ and demands their united exertions 
in this labor of . love. 

Hie Bomestic Missionary Society has continued its benevolent labors 
among the waste places within our borders, with encoura^ng success^ 
in the establishment of gospel order ; and with blessed effects in calling 
anners to repentance. 

The Misnonary Society of Connecticut, as the field of labor widens to 
the west and the south, encreases its exertions, and multipfies its faithful 
laborers. And past success demands, in this benevolent pursuit, the 
renewed efforts of all who love the prosperity of Zion. 

Nor wiU we omit to notice the general and generous attention which 
has been given to the funds of the American Bible Society, by constitu- 
ting so many of the pastors of our churches members for £fe of that 
distinguished institution. 

The more extensive drcnlation of reEg^ous intelligence, in weekly and 
monthly publications, and by Tract Societies^ indicates, in the friends of 
S^oo, a prompt and more vigorous attention to whatever may advance th6 
Bedeemer's kingdom. 

Many are the ways in which the God of our fathers is pouring the streams 
of his mercy among the churches within our borders. At no time, has 
greater harmony prevailed, in this state, among ministers and church mem- 
bers, in doctrine, and in aD practical efforts to promote the glory of Christ. 
It IS with gratitude to the head of the church, that we have from all our 
aasodationB, their united testimony to the peace, order, and orthodoxy of 
pastors and churches. Many a time, may we say, hast thou visited us 
O I^otd, and hast not forgotten us nor our children ; but hast remember- 
ed &y covenant of mercy. From the reports of the serend association^ 
we lesm, that duruigthe past year, God has not left himself without a 
vitacsa, in the effunon of lus Holy Spirit. And if the instances are not so 
muBcroufl^ as in some fiamer year8» yet the work has most evidendy been 
the Lord's, and let the glory bo to him, whose is the kingdom. The pla- 
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ctB vliicb liftve been BpcoiaDy bkased wi& renvab^ ire Derby, Cok^e^ 
teri New-F&irfield, Trumbull, the three pariahes of Ashford, Tbonipfloiitf 
'Winsted, East-Hampton and Middle-Haddam in Chatham^ Stafford, Bol- 
ton and Vernon. By these revivals^ the Lord condmies to teach us that^ 
however he may chasten us, still, his loving kindnesa does net fiaL The 
worh, in many places, is yet progresnng, and calk for united gratitade« 
and the fervent prayers of those who find it good to draw near to God« 
From our brethren of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
we learn, with heartfelt joy and gratitude, that they '* never perhaps had 
fewer causes of mourning and grief than at present.** While they la- 
ment the coldness, formality, and sinful conformity to the wotf^ of some 
of the professors of godfiness among them ; whHe they deepj|y deplore 
the excessive use of ardent spirits, in many places, as well as the profan- 
ation of the name and the Sabbath of tlie Lord \ and while they have 
detcctei]^, and are anxiously watching the wiles of the arch deceiver among 
them, ** by which he leads men to substitute the name of religion for 
religion itself ;" yet it afibtds them matter of congmtulatioB, that when 
^ the enemy cometh in like a flood, the Spirit of the l<ord shall lift 
up a standard against liiro." And the General Assembly i^pear to be 
encouraged and animated, not only by the dnine promise, but by their own 
rich and happy experience of divine faithfulness. ^ No desgn,** say they, 
** has been formed, in any part of our boundi, to advance the kingdom of 
Christ, to extend the knowledge of God, or to promote the best interests 
of men, that has not been succeeded with the divine blessing. Hie prayeis 
of God's people are scarcely uttered before they are answered s and an 
effort is scarcely made before it is successful. The rising gkny of our 
Zion cannot fail to command our attention, and inspire our hearts vdth 
ipratitude.*' This happy state of things, they attribute, under God, to the 
faithfulness of ministers^ and to the fidelity, zea^ and charitable exertions 
of the professed friends of Christ. lYith emotions of peculiar delight do 
we hear our Presbyterian brethren declare, not only that the great and 
permanent interests of religion have been, during the last year, more ex- 
tenavely secured and promoted, throughout their wide spread limiti^ than 
heretofore, but also that the Father of mercies has Imparted to them some 
rich tokens of his tender regard, by extending to many of their churches 
the special influences of his Holy Spirit. More than thirty congregational 
scattered through sixteen Presbyteries, are reported m having been viated 
extensively by refreshing showers of divine grace. The Assembly hare 
hidced to weep over a wide spread and continually increasing field of 
moral and spiritual desolation, on their western and southern borders. 
Tenderly do they sympathize with their brethren and osten whose lot it 
IS to inhabit a wilderness, seldom trodden by the feet of them that bring 
good tidings, and seldom (m some instances never yet) made to resooiM! 
with the prayers and praises of the sanctuaiy. 
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*Hie delegates of the General Asseciation of Massachusetts Proper ia- 
fbrm ufl^ that many congregation8» within their limits, have been mg" 
naUy blessed by the convincing and renovating operations of the Holy 
Ghost The counties of Berkshire^ Hampshire, Hamden, and Worcester, 
have largpely participated in the refreshing influences. From fifteen hun- 
dred to two thousand persons, in those counties, are supposed to have 
been brought out of darkness into God's marvellous light At the pre- 
sent time> there are some very interesting revivals in the counties of Ply- 
mouth and Barnstable. The Theological Seminary at Andover is in pros« 
perous circumstances, and about one hundred young men are preparing^ 
in that institution, for the gospel ministry. The American Education So* 
dety, occupying a sphere of usefulness, siu^assed, periiaps, by no other 
charitable institution, supported by numerous and powerful auxiliaries^ 
and having, under its patronage, more than one hundred and forty ben- 
eficiaries, excites the congratulations, and inspires tlie hopes of the friends 
of Zion. 

From the General Association of New-Hampsliire we arc happy to 
learn, that the cause of Christ is manifestly gaining ground in that state. 
A number of places have been visited by special revivals of religion ; Sab- 
bath schools have been extensively established ; and the friends of Zion, on 
the whole, have cause of congratulation and animating hope. 

By the General Convention of Vennont, we are informed, that they 
«< have abundant cause to praise the great Head of the church, especi- 
ally for the success which he hath granted to missionary labors within 
&at state ; and that although God has not blessed them during the past 
year with many signal revivals, yet hath he gladdened their hearts by ex- 
hibiting other footsteps of his grace.'' They have thankfiiDy beheld the 
kind charities of pious females making their ministers members for life of 
various benevolent societies^ accompanied by an increasing disposition in 
an to cast something into the treasury of the Lord. " Sabbath school^" 
say they, ** are springing op in our state, as the first fruits of the millenni- 
uni, waving before the Lord. The monthly Concert of Prayer is attended 
in most of our churches. And with no common sensations do we hail the 
rise of the VsnxoirT Juvskixje MissioKAaT Sogiztt, as a light to cheer 
and enlighten our dark places." 

To an that love and wait for the consolation of Israel, the General Associa- 
tion would say, in conclusion^— Dear Brethren, be not weary in weU-doing, 
ncyr faint in your minds. We have not only the promises of divine g^race, and 
the security that the dispensations of the gospel shall never be unaccompa- 
nied mth the divine blesang^ but numeiDus events in the providence j£ 
God, and the continual operations of the Holy Spirit, to cheer ourhopes^ 
to animate our exertions, and to increase our attadiment to the interests 
of Zion. Blessed are they that stand in their lot, watching and wuting for 
the coBUDg of their Lord. 

S 
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No. VI. 

List of unutded ministers, in connection with the Crtnerd Assodatian, 
and of lieeniioUes from the several AssocioJtions, 

UNS15TTLED MINISTERS. 



Bkt. Musu. 

Jonathan Bartlett^ Redding. 
Avon Church, Hartland. 
Thomas F. Davifl» Nev«Haven. 
Bavid D. I^eld, Uaddam. 
THlfiam FiAer, Stamford. 
Orin Fowler, Lebanon. 
Chaoncey A. Goodrich, New-Haven. 
Amaaa Jerome. New-Haiiford. 
Cal^n Ingala, Stafford. 
Gurdon Johnson, Killingley. 
Bela Kellogg, West-Haven. 
'William Lockwood, Glastenbuiy. 
Aai&el Nettleton, Kilhngworth. 



Ret. Hessbs. 

Samuel Nott, jun. FrankfiQ. 
JohnNoyes, Weston. 
Samuel Stebbina, Sansbory. 
Samuel Sturges, Danbuiy. 
Daniel Waldo, Suffield. 
William R. Weeks, Utchfield. 
Samuel Whittlesey* Hartford. 
Samuel P. Williams, Ifansfield, 
Richard Williams, Coventiy. 
Luke Wood, Waterbuiy. 
William Woodbridge, Newaxk, N. J. 
Ephraim T. Woodniff, Coventry. 



UCENTIATJeS, 



MsBsas. 
Geotge Allen, Schenectady, N. Y. 
Jared Andru% Bolton. 
Anson S. Atwood, NoHoUc 
Garret G. Browiv Bethlem» 
Stephen W. Burritt, BClford. 
Charles F. Butler, New-Salem. 
William Chester, Wetherefield. 
Austin Dickinson, Amherst, Mass. 
IsmeX Ely, Sharon. 
Asahel Gaykwd, Norfolk. 
Josiah W. Gibbs, Salem, Mass. 
Hiomas B. Gould, Cornwall. 
AnsoQ Hubbard, Glastenbuiy. 



MiSSBS, 

Aretius B. Hul^ New^Hareiv 
Samuel B. IngersoL Beveriy, Mass. 
Ebenezer KeUogg, Vernon. 
Elihu MitoheO, Knoxvillo. Ten. 
David L. Ogden, New-Haven. 
Robert C. Bobbins^ ColcheateV, 
Ludovicus Bobbins^ Mansfield. 
Israel Shaler, Ua4idam, 
David A. Sherman^ Knoxville, Ten. 
William B. Spngue, Hebron. 
Cornelius Tuthil^ New-Haven. 
William C. Woodbridge, Hartford. 
George A. Woodbridge, Norwich- 



No. VII. 

Proposed aUeratuma in the Constitvtion of the Domestic 
Society y postponed for decision at the next meeting tf the Genera! 
Association, 

The 11th Article to be altered, so as to read ; 

** A pennaoent ftind shall be fonned* consisting of donations and lega- 
cies of individuals, if made with that particular, view i and of all donationa 
or legacies respective^ amounting to one hundred dollars or more ; but 
all other monies of the Society shaU l>e appropriated, from year to 
year, to the attainment of the ends of the Society .** 

The 5th Article to be altered, so as to read : 

*' There shall be eighteen directors, tax ^ymen, and twelve dex^- 
men ; and there shall be one clerical director chosen from each district 
Association.'* 

The 8th Article to be altered as follows : 

^Fivc of whom," inatead of "seven of whom.** 



if VnMn. 19 



' ^ No. VIII. 

Report of New-England Committeet. 

Ai a mMiing oj a jottU Commute from the General Aeeociatumi of 
ConmeUcut^ Moisachnaats Proper^ and New»HampMre^ and the 
General ConoenUon of Congr^ational and Preibt^rian Ministers 
in Fennontf hMen ai Nor&ampUm^ October 21, 1818. Presenti 

BeT. Messrs. Moses C. Welch, D. D. Abel Flinty D. D. and Lyman Beech- 
tstf D. D. from the General Association of Connecticut 

ReT. Messrs. Ahran Hyde, D. B. Samuel Worcester, D. D. and Thomas 
Snell, from the General Association of Massachusetts Proper. 

BeT. Wilfiam F. Bowland. from the General Association of New-Hamp- 
dbiie. 

BeT. Messrs. Wiffiam OoodeO, and John Grisvold, from the General Con- 
Tmtion of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers in Yennont 

The RcT. Abel Flint was chosen Scribe, and the Bev. Moses G. Welch, 
Ghfliman. 

The members exhibited documents, by which it appeared, that they were 
elected |nr the several bodies M>ove named, ** to enquire whether any, and 
sf any, what me^od can be suggested, in which those bodies may more 
effecUully co-operate for the adrancement of the Bedeemer^s kingdom.'' 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Chairman, 

The Board entexea upon a discussion of the genei»l subject committed 
to them. 

Foied^ That a Committee, of one member from eaeh of the Eccleaiastical 
bodies here represented, be chosen, bv ballot, to prepare and report a pUn 
lor carrying into effect the views of the Boani, as expressed in their dis- 
-ensaon of the subject before them. 

Messrs. Beecher, Worcester, Bowhnd, and Griswdd wese chosen a Com- 
■uttee, lor the purpose exprened in'the preceding vote. 

Adjourned to to-momw morning, 9 o'clock. 

October 22. Met according to adjournment* 

Prayer by the Chainnan. 

Hie Committee, appointed yesterday, made a report. ^Whereupon, 
Me^oivedf as the unanimous opinion of this Board, 

1. That the Ibrmation of a General Association for New-England, to re* 
ceire tiie delegation Irom Ecclesiastical bodies now sent to the State Gene- 
ral Aswciation% would be inexpedient. 

3. That the interests of the Churdies in New-England are one, and that 
tiiese interests vnXk be best pttmioted through the medium of the existing 
General Associations^ and by such measures as shall be calculated to in- 
crease their importance and efficiency. 

3. Hiat to secure a more united and efficient co-operslSon of these bodies^ 
it is expedient that a delegation of three persons be app<unted by each of 
tb^auniidly, to ^cet in joint committee, to be called, *'The Committee 
of Union," to deliberate on subjects of genera] interest to the chuidies of 
New-Englands and to digest and recommend measures for the promotion 
of their icomroon prosperity, and the advancement of the Bedeemer's 
kingdom generally. 

4. That an invitatioa shall be held out to our brethren of Bhode-Ialand* 
and the District of Iklaine, to take part, as soon as they shdl be fonned for 
4he purpose, in this simple phuifor promoting senend union. 

5. That the Committee of Union meet, annuaUy, the third Wednesday 
4if October, »t U o'clock, A. M. atwdi ptacca u ahdi be designated by 
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theniy from year to year, after the fint nieetixig» wluch dudl be at tbe 
liovne of the Bev. Abel Ffint in Hartford» in the State of Connecticut, in 
October, 1819. 

6. That it be recooiniended, that one, at least, of the Committee, dio- 
sen a preceding year, by each of the Ecclesiastical bodies, be re-ap- 
pointea. 

7. That the Comnuttee of Union, at their first meeting; elect a SecKt»> 
ry, who shall hold his office daring the pleasure of the Board ; that they 
elect a Chairman at each meeting ; and that they adopt, from time to time^ 
sttch rules to regulate their proceedings as they shall judge proper. 

8. That at each annual meeting of the Committee of Union, a sermon be 
preached by some person, to be appointed at th6 preceding sesnon. 

Voted^ That should there be established a Committee of Union, pursuant to 
the prece^g Resolves, the Hev. Alvan Hyde, D. D* be, and he herd>y t^ 
appointed to preach at the first meeting of the Board ; and that the Rer. 
Ljmaan Beecher, D. D. be lus substitute. 

Voted^ That Messrs. Beecher, Worcester, Rowland, and Griswold be % 
Committee of Overtures, to whom communicatunis may be made, and 
plans suggested, for said Committee to lay before the first meeting of the 
Committee of Union, should such a Committee be appointed. 

After a prayer by Doctor Hyde, 

Ad jonmed Hue die. 

Attest, ABEL FUNT, Scribe. 



No. IX. 
Choke of DeUgaieM. 

Pursuant to tiie regulations, adopted by the General Aasodation of Con- 
necticut, for the choice of delegates to the sevenl Ecclenastical bodies 
in its connection, the Delegates to be chosen in June, 1820^ are to be nom- 
inated by the several Associadona, as follows : 

Tlie Delegates to the General Assembly, for May, 1831, by Hartford 
North, Hartford South, and New-Haven West Associations. 

The Delegates to the Conunittce of Union, for 1830, by New-Haven 
East, New-London, and Fairfield West Assodations. 

The Delegates to the General Association of Massachusette Proper* fiir 
1821, by Fairfield East, and Windham Original Associations. 

The Deleptes to the General Aasociation of New-Hampshire^ for 1830^ 
by Litchfield North, and Litchfield South Associations. 

The Delegates to the General Convention of Vermont, fi»r 1830^ by Mbi- 
dlesexand Tolland Associations. 
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At a Meeting cf Uu General AssociaHm of Cotmecticuty at Colchis^ 
ter, the third Tuesday of June ^ A. D. 1820 : Present, 

ReT. Slessre. From 

Hartford North Association. 

Hartford South. 

New*Haven West. 

New-Haven East. 

New-London. 

Fairfield West. 

Fairfield East. 

Windham. 

Litchfield North. 

Litchfield South. 

Middlesex. 

Tolland. 

^ From the General Assembly of 
> the Presbyterian Church in the 
) United States. 

From the General Convention of 
Vermont. 

From the General Association of 
Massachusetts Proper. 

From the General Association of 
New-Hampshire. 



A. Rowland, 
JcMeph Mix, 

Royal Robbins, 
Jonathan Cone, 

Erastus Scranton, 
Nathaniel W. Taylor, 

Matthew Noyes, 
Stephen Dodd, 

Samuel Nott, 
David Austin, 

Isaac Lewis, jun* 
Nathaniel Hewitt, . 

Elijah Waterman, 
Andrew Eliot, 

Moses C. Welch, D. D. 
Cornelius B. Everest, 

Frederick Marsh, 
Joseph Harvey, 

Joseph E. Camp, 
John Langdon, 

Joel West, 
John Marsh, jun. 

Amos Bassett, D. D. 
WUIiam Ely, 

Edward D. Griffin, D. D. 
Obadiah Jennings, 
Salmon Oiddings, 

Daniel Haskell, 
Ephraim H. Newton, 

Jonathan L. Pomeroy, 
John Keep, 

Ephraim P. Bradford, 
Jonathan Curtiss, 



4 ildimUcs of ike Getural Assodaliofi, 

The Rev. Natlianiel W. Taylor was chosed Scribe. 

The Rev. Samuel Nott was chosen Moderator. 

The Rev. Joseph Harvey was chosen Assistant Scribe, 

The meeting was otienetl with prayer by the Modemtor. 

The certificates of delegation were read. 

The Rev. Messrs. Moses C. Welch, D. D. Henry A. Rowland, 
Elijah Waterman, Isaac Lewis, Edward D. Griffin, D. D. Ephraim 
P. Bradford, and Ephraim H. Newton were appointed a Commit- 
tee of overtures. 

The report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut was read and accepted. See Appendix^ Na I. 

The account af the Treasurer of the General Association was 
read and accepted. See Appendix, No. II. 

The Rev. Messrs. Amos Bassett, D. D. Erastus Scrantop, An* 
drew Eliot, Edward D. Griffin, D. D. and Henry A. Ro^^land 
were appointed a Committee to receive the reports on the state 
of religion, and pre{>are a suomiary to be exhibited at the present 
meeting. 

The Rev. IVtessrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Calvin Chapin, D. D. 
Jeremiah Day, LL. 13. Mntthew Noyes, Joseph Strong, D. D. 
Isaac Lewis, D. D. Elijah W^aterman, Moses C. Welch, D. D. 
Chauncey Lee, Lyman Beecher, D. D. Frederick W. Botchkke, 
and Nathan Williams, D. U. were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of ministers travelling from this state into other states. 

The following persons were appointed receivers of money, iu 
their respective Associatious, for the treasury of the General As- 
sociation, vis. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, Joab Brace, Eras- 
tus Scranton, Timothy F. G illett, l^almon Cone, Nathaniel Hewitt, 
Elijah Waterman, James Porter, Charles Prentiss, Amos Pettea- 
gill, David Selden, and Chauncey Booth. 

The report of the Committee of Union was read and accepted. 
See Appendix, N o. 1 1 1 . 

The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of 
August next, m. tlie Hon. Jonathan Brace, John Caldwell, Esq. 
Enoch Perkins, Esq. Samuel Pit kin, Esq. Mr. Thomas Hobl^artl, 
Mr. William LefTingwell, the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
Samuel Nott, Calviu Chapin, 1). I). Moses C. Welch, D. D. Sam- 
uel Goodrich, and Henry A. Rowland. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Es(|. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Al>cl Fliut, D. D. Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connect- 
icut, for one y^ar from tlie first Wednesday of August ne;it. 

The Rev. AbeJ Flint, D. D. was chosen Treasurer, and the 
Rev. Calvin Chapin, D. D. Auditor of the General Association, 
for the year ensuing. 

The reports of the district Associations on the stale of religion 
were read and committed, together with the reports of other eccle- 
siastical botlics in connection with this. 
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The Associational Sermon was preaclied by the Rer. Royal 
Robbios, from 2 Tim. ii. 4. 

The report of the Directors of the Domestic Missionary Socie- 
ty, for Connecticut and its vicinity, v;as read and accepted. 

The consideration of the alterations of the constitution of the 
Domestic Missionary Society, laid over last year, iras postponed ; 
and the Rev. Messrs. Taylor, Scranton, and Hewitt were appoint- 
etl a Committee to report on the subject. 

Wednesdat, June 21. 

The Rev. Samuel Nott was appointed to preach the Concio ad 
CletTont at the ensuing commencement at New-Haven. 

Postponed indefinitely a communication from the North Asso- 
ciation of Hartford County, surcgesting certain difficulties which 
Kfill attend the present mode of choosing delegates to other eccle- 
siastical bodies. 

Postponed indefinitely a communication from the South Asso- 
ciation of Hartford County, proposing an alteration in the mode 
of paying for printing the minutes of this body. 

The Rev. Messrs. Thomas Robbins, John R. Crane, and Jere- 
miah Day, LL. D. were chosen delegates to the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, to convene in Philadelphia, the 
third Thursday of May, 1821 ; and the Rev. Zephaniah Swift 
was appointed a substitute to President Day. 

The Rev. Messrs. John £Hiott,'Samuel Nott, and Daniel Smith 
were chosen delegates to the Committee of Union, to meet at 
Springfield, Mass. the third Wednesday of October next. 

The Rev. Megsrs. Elijah Waterman and Zebulon Ely were 
cbosen delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts 
Proper, to convene the fourth Tuesday of June, 1821 ; and the 
Rev. Messrs. Andrew Eliot and A Ivan Underwood were appoint- 
ed their substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Ralph Emerson and Amos Pettengill were 
chosen delegates to the General Association of New- Hampshire, 
to meet at Portsmouth on the third Tuesday of September next. 

The Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Dwight and Ansel Nash were 
cbosen delegates to the General Convention of Vermont, to meet 
the second Tuesday of September next ; and the Rev. Messrs. 
Bart Talcott, and Hubbel Loomis were appointed their substi- 
tutes. 

The report of the Treasurer of the Domestic Missionary Socie- 
ty was read and accepted, on condition it be approved by the 
Auditor. 

The Rev. Messrs. Marsh, Noyes, and Keep were appointed a 
Committee to report on communications from the General Asso- 
ciations of Massachusetts and New-Hampshire, on an interchange 
of minutes, and the insertion in their respective minutes, of the 
names of the Associations and ministers connected with their 
bodies. 
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The Rev. Messrs. Welch and Lewis were appointed a Com- 
mittee to report on the propriety of taking notice of the completioa 
of the second century, since the landing of oar forefathers in New 
England. 

The Committee, appointed to consider the proposeil alteratioiis 
of the constitution of the Domestic Missionary Society, reported 
an alteration of the 5th Article, which was laid over till next 
year. See Appendix^ No. IV. 

The proposed alteration of the 8th Article, so as to read, *^fioe 
effvhom shaU consUtute a quorum^ was adopted. 

The Committee on the propriety of commemorating the cooh 
pletion of the second century, &c. reported. Whereu^ion, 

Resolved^ That it be recommended, that the day which may be 
designated by the General Association of Massachusetts, as the 
anniversary of the landing of our ancestors in New England, two 
centuries »go, be observed by the ministers and churches in con- 
nection with this body, as a suitable occasion to commemorate the 
virtues of our ancestors ; to review the dealings of God with (he 
American Churches ; and implore the blessing of God on a rising 
country. And that the delegates from this hoAy to other ecclesi- 
astical bodies in connection with it, communicate this vote to 
them. 

The Committee, appointed on the interchange of minutes, drc. 
reported the following resolves, which were adopted : 

1. That there be published annually, with the minutes, the 
names of the several district Associations, with the names of the 
ministers and vacant churches t>elonging to them. See Appendix^ 
No. V. 

2. That each of the ecclesiastical bodies in New England, in 
connection with us, be furnished with copies of our minutes, so 

, that each minister, in connection with those bodies may have one 
copy ; and that those bodies be requested, in like manner, to sup- 
ply us. 

3. That the Treasurer of this Association be requested to for- 
ward the minutes of this body, agreeably to the above vote. 

The Rev. Messn. Lyman Beecher, D. D. Nathaniel W* Taylor, 
and Joseph Harvey were appointed a Committee to prepare a pas- 
toral address to the churches, to be laid before this trady at their 
next annual meeting. 

The Committee, appointed last year, on the subject of pro- 
viding for the relief of poor and dismissed ministers, and for the 
families of such as are deceased, re(M>rted. Whereupon, 

FoUd^ That the report of the Committee be referred to the dis- 
trict Associations, for their consideration ; and that their opinion 
on the subject l>e reported to this body at their next annoal meet- 
ing. See Appendix, No. VI. 

The Rev. Messrs Taylor and Hewitt were appointed a Com- 
mittee to devise means for the suppression of the intemperate use 
of ardent spirits. The Committee reported the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted : 



Mimdes qfihe Qenerdl Assaciatian. 7 

1. That one miniBter in each district AMOciation be appointed 
an a^nt to collect information, within his limits, on the subject 
of the intemperate use of ardent spirits ; and to communicate the 
same to the Committee named in the next resolve. . 

2. That the Rev. Messrs. N. W. Taylor, N. Hewitt, and €. A. 
Goodrich be a Committee to present to the agents the several 
topics on which information is desired ; to receive such informa- 
tion ; and make report to the General Association, at their next 
annual meeting. 

The Rev. Messrs. Allen McLean, Calvin Chapin, D. D. Erastns 
Scranton, Timothy P. Giilett, Abel M'Ewen, Isaac Lewie, jun. 
Andrew Eliot, Cornelius B. Everest, Frederick Marsh, Amos Pet- 
tengill, John Marsh, jun. and Hubliel Loomis were appointed 
agents, in their respective Associations, to collect and forward 
the information referred to in the preceding resolves. 

VaUd, That this Association view, with pleasure and approba- 
tion, the efforts which have been made, by benevolent individuals 
and peace Societies, in this country and in Europe, to lead Chris- 
tians to a consideration of the real spirit 6f their holy religion, 
and of their true interests on this important subject 

Thursday, June 22. 

The report of the Committee on the state of religion was read 
and accepted See Appendix^ No. YII. 

Fotedy That it be recommended to each church in.this state, in 
connection with this body, to have a contribution, on the first 
Sabbath of September next, or, if more convenient, on any other 
Sabbath in that month, for the purpose of aiding destitute and 
feeble churches and societies, in providing for themselves the 
stated enjoyment of the ordinances of the gospel ; and that the 
contribution be paid over to the Treasurer of the Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society. Also that, in all cases where it may be deemed 
expedient, the congregation be invited to join in the contribution. 

V'oiedy That the re|>ort of the Directors of the Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society be referred to the Secretary to print and distri- 
bute. 

The following persons were chosen Directors of the Domestic 
Missionary Society, for the year ensuing, vi2, Timothy Dwight» 
Timothy Stillman, Matthew Marvin, Richard Hubbard, John Hall, 
and William Leffingwell, Esqrs. and the Rev. Messrs. Samuel Mer- 
win, Abel M'Ewen, Lyman Beecher, D. D. Daniel Dow, M. R. 
Dutton, and Joel Hawes. 

The Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor was chosen Secretary, Samuel 
J. Hitchcock, Esq. Treasurer, and Dyer White, Esq. Auditor, of 
the Domestic Missionary Society, fi>r the year ensuing. 

Foied, That the Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel W. Taylor and Joel 
Bawes be a Committee, to adopt surh measures as tliey shall 
deem expedient, to reuMive existing embarrassments, attending the 
ooUectioa of money by contribution, for cluiritable purposes. 
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Vided^ That the Rev. Messre. E. Waterman* I. Lewis, M. R. 
Dutton, W. Belden* and N. Hewitt, be a Gomiaittee, to contader 
the expediency of establii hing a Sabbath School Society for the 
state, and report to the next aoniMil meeting of tliis body. 

VUed^ That the Association entertain BcntimentB of high res- 
pect for the Society organized for the colonization of free people 
of colour ; that they most heartily wish success to its noble and 
interesting objects ; and that tliey assure the Directors of their co- 
operation, and beg them to persevere in the good work so lavora- 
biy begun. 

Vided^ That the Rev. Moses G. Welch; D. D. Lyman Beecber, 
D. p. Amos Bassett, D. D. Andrew Etiot, and Nathaaiei W. 
Taylor be a Committee* to take inio consideratim the propriety 
of adopting some mejisurea, for the purpose of increasing minia- 
terial labor in the several congregations in our eonneclioo ; and 
that they report to the General Association, at their next annual 
meeting. 

VoUd^ That* for the purpose of perpetuating a eoireet bistoiy 
of revivals of religion, it hie reeonimended to every minister, in 
whose congregation there may l>e a revival, to prepare a concise 
history of lit for publication in some periodical work ; and that he 
subscribe the history with his own proper name. 

A list of unsettled ministers, in connection with the General 
Association, and of licentiates from the several district Associa- 
tions, was oiade. See Appendix^ No. Y III. 

Voted^ unanimously. That the thanks of this body be presented^ 
by the Rev. Mr. Gone, to the church and congregation in thb place, 
for the respect, kindness, and hospitality, which tbey have OMUii* 
fested to this body during their present session. 

VaUd^ unanimously, That the thanks of ibis body be peeeeoted, 
by the Rev. Mr. Gone, to the choir of singers, for their attendance 
and verv acceptable performances, on thb occasion. 

VeteOy That the next meeting of the General Association of 
Connecticut be at the house of the Rev. Daniel Dow, in Thomp- 
son, the third Tuesday of June, 1821, at 11 o'clock, A« M. 

The meeting was closed by singing the 122 Hymn, and a prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Pomeroy. 

SAMUEL NOTT» Marfcrofar. 

Attest, Nathaniel W. Tatloh, ) qj^k^^ 
Joseph Harvet, $ ^^'™'*- 
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No. I. 

Report of the TnisteeB of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

To the BKssUnaty Swieiy ofCtnmeclki^y to he convened in Colehes^ 
Ur, on the 201k cf JunCy 1820, the Trustees respectfully present 
Aefollonring report. 

TATnatm Am Bbxtbiisk ni Crbist, 

Wm this report are tnuisnutted the namtive and statements^ which 
were published near the commeocement of the present year. In these 
documents^ the members of the General Association may find, that good 
people have affectionately remembered the MissionaTy Sociely of Connect- 
icut^ and its benevolent objects. 

The public collections in May, 1819, amounted to g 3564 21. The total 
cxf receipts, at your treasury, from various other sources, was £ 5440 38. 
Your expenditures were % 5710 77, It may also be seen, that jrour perma- 
nent fond is g{ 33405 55i» It will, furthermore, be observed that during 
tiie same period, 697 books were sent for distribution among the inhabitants 
of the new settlements. 

A very minute account of labors performed, and of good accomplished, by 
means of the Society, will not be expected in this report. Gratitude, how- 
ever, requires it to be said, that the cause of Christ has been promoted. 
The prayers and pious liberalities of charitable multitudes have continued 
to avail much. Nor does it appear that the smiles of heaven have been witb- 
hdlden from their labors of love. Their devout regard to the comfort and 
salvation of destitute thousands, accompaiued with tokens of the divine 
approbation^ has awakened many grateful acknowledgments to the God 
of an grace. 

In the documents already mentioned, the names and services of thirty-one 
missionaries are noticed for the last year. The places and periods of their 
respective operations are likewise specified. Sustained, instrumentally, 
by the prayers and contributions of those who are friendly to the high and 
holy objects of your Society, their labors, in the name of the Lord, have 
been performed from Vermont to Louisiana inclusive. In the more recent- 
ly formed settlements of nearly every state and territory, also, between those 
very distant sections of the American republic, they have travelled, preach^ 
ing the gospel, and administering evangelical ordinances. The Lord has 
blessed them in these arduous and self-denying enterprises. Through ev- 
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try Tariety of climate and of society, along that constantly enlaxgini^ frooU 
ier of our great commonwealth, their life has been precious in his mght. 
Their health has been generafly preserved. Vexy animathi|^ especially, 
has been the evidence of his gracioos and approving presence,— evidence 
apparent to pious observers, whenever souls, by their instrumentality, were 
induced to prepare ibr a glorious and everlasting inheritance with the spir- 
its of just men made perfect. 

Numerous charitable societies were formed by means of your missioiia- 
ries, during the year embodied in this report. Many churches were gather- 
ed and established. Consolation wss administered to tlie afflicted. Mourn- 
ers were comforted. The friends of Christ were edified and strengthened. 
The eyes of unners, long closed in the slumbers of spiritual death, were 
opened. Rebels, perishing in hardness of heart and stupidity, were alansb' 
ed, and made to hasten their flight from the wrath to come. In instances 
not a few, the ear wss given, that heata the words of eternal life ; and the 
heart was conferred, that embraces those truths which lead sinners to salva- 
tion. Souk were turned from darkness unto light, and from the power oC 
8atan unto God. Joy was in heavfn among the angels, looking down upon 
the guilty brought to repentance and pardon. Causes were thus muhipfied 
for those praises in which the grsce and the glories of £on^s king MI be 
celebrated forever. Verily, such tokens of divine goodness and love may 
not be forgotteh when believers recount the wonders that Godhaswroagfat. 

But the work which Christ assigns to his followers, in promoting the in* 
terests of his kingdom on earth, is not finished. Rather, it seems hardly 
begun, when viewed in comparison with what is yet to be accompEsbed. 
Every year and every month, it grows in its demands upon the Sodety, the 
Tnistees, and the Christian community. The increase of destitute settle- 
ments, along our continually ezpancfing frontier, is probably without a paral- 
lel in the annals of the world. In proportion to that increase are the calls 
multiplied, and importunate, and reiterated, for misnonaries and ministers^ 
The Trustees are much affected by these cries of the hungry for living 
bread. But they do not despair. They rejoice' rather, while they hope 
and believe, that the Christian public will not only continue, but augment, 
the means of your Society. They are constrained to realize, that a necessity 
is laid upon those who love the I.<ord Jesus Christ, to provide, as far as means 
4U*e required, that the preaching of the gospel and the conquests of grace 
may be coextensive with the population of our country and the worid. The 
immense materiai wilderness is rapidly falling by the cultivator's hand. 
Where is the friend of Christ, who can view with indiiference, not the obli- 
gation only, but the desirableness of doing whatever is commmanded for the 
effectual subjugation of the vast moral wilderness ' By human means it un- 
questionably is, that altars raised to devils, and to &]se gods of every des- 
cription, are to be demolished. And more than this is secured by infallible 
pronusc. In connection with the ptayers and peneveiing activity of 
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the tnie cburch it is, that the vhole earth will be fiOed with the glory of 
Jehovah. 

But the Trustees forbear to tresspass longer on. your time. May your di- 
versified efforis to advance the best cause on earth be guided by wisdom 
firom above. Ifay your deliberations be such as shall greatly assist in pre- 
paring the way of the Lord— in making straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. May the blcsang of Christ render efficacious the labors of every 
Socie^ and Institution, formed and conducted according to the divine will. 
And may ligfateousness be every where practised, that the enjoyment of 
peace, and a holy blessedness, may become universal among the countless 
members of the human family: 

In the name of the Trustees, 

ABEL FLINT, Secreiarjf. 
Hartford, June 12, 1^. 

No. II. 

Account of the Treasurer of the General Association. 

No. 1. Receipts hy the Treasurer^from Jtme 7, 1819, to June 12, 

1820. 
1819. 
June 9. Received from Rev. Joseph Vaill, 

for the Church in Pettipaug, - - - 3 00 
for sundry Ministers, • - - - 7 00 



11. Received fix>m Rev. Eliiah Waterman, 

for the Churchy in Bridgeport^ - - 2 00 

for sundry Ministers, - - . - 4 00 

21. Received from Rev. Isaac Lewis, 

for the Church in Stainford, • • 4 00 

for suodiy Afinisten^ - - - 8 00 



9 00 



600 



12 00 
Received from Rev. James Beach, 

for Litchfield North Association, - - 15 00 
July 5. Received fi^Hn Rev. M. R. Dutton, 

for sundiy Ministers, 6 00 

Sept. 9. Received from Rev. J. H. Fairchild, 

for the Church in East Hartfiird, . - 2 09 

16. Recdved from Rev. E. T. Woodrufi; ' 

for Tolland Association, • - • - 2 59 
Dec. 6. ReceivedfromRev. Joab BraQe, 

for Hartford South Association, - - - 4 25 
1820. 
JPeb. 1. Received from Rev. H. A. Rowknd, 

for Hartford North Assodation, • - - 2 75 
8. ReceiTed from Rev. J. L. Williams, 

for Litchfield South AMOciatioii^ • - 14 00 

* g73 50 
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No, 2. Faymadi by the Treaswrer^fiam Jum 7, 181% U Jmu 12, 

1820. 
1819. 
iane 31. To Rev. F W. HotchkMH Delente to the Genena As^ 

nemb}:^, 1817, 6 00 

S3. ToRevInHwt, do. 8 08 

July 9. To P. a Gleason & Co. for printinflr Hiniteiw • 31 50 

Auf . 24. To Rev. 8. P. Williaraa* Delegate to the General Aflsein- 

bly,1817, 8 00 

To Rev. A. Flint, for copying the Mnutea of the 6en. 
Association for 1819, andyupewatending the prait*' 
ing of the same, • - - • • - -500 
To Do. for pottage, 23 

S48 73 

No. 3. Qenaral SUOemmL 

Balance on hand, June 7, 1819, 91 

Receipts as above^ from June 7, 1819, to June 12, 1820, - 73 50 

74 41 
Disbursements as above, 48 73 

D«huice on hand, June 12, 1820, £25 68 

ABEL FUNT, TVetuurer. 
Hartford, June 12; 1820. 

This certifies that 1 have examined the Accounts of the Rev. Abel FCnt, 
as Treasurer of the Genend Association of Connecticut, and that I find the 
Balance in the Treasujy to be^ as stated above, twenty-five didlars, and 68 
eentA. 

CALVIN CHAPIN, ^itSior. 

Hartford, June 12th, 1820. 



No. in. 

Report of the Comauttee ef Uaien. 

» 

Jta meeting oftheConwatUeofUmmt^aiAelumseofikeRev.Abtl 
Flint, b. D. in Hartford^ Oetobor 20, ISld. Preseot, 

Rev. Messrs Abel Flint, D. D. and Lyman Btecher, D. D. from the Gen- 
eral Association of Connecticut. 

Rev. Messrs. Alvan Hyde, D. D. and Thomas Snell, from the Geaetal 
A3Si>ciation of Massachusetts Proper. 

The Rev. Doctor Hyde was chosen ChairmuH aod the Rev. Doctor Kint, 
Scribe* 

The meeting vas opened with prayer by the Chaiiman. 

A communication was exhibited to the Committee, from the Secretary 
of the General Association of New-Hampshire, stating that that body had 
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poitponedy fi» fotlier oonadenHoiv the nport of the joint Committee, 
wfaidi net at NorthamptoD halt fiJk 

A ce mmamraHo n wai tbo exUbiCed, fvom the Rev. John Gfiswold, eon- 
tAinng a resolve |iMBcd by the lieneval Convention of Vermont, M their 
IsHt neetiny, ptuporti^p that thai body decKned choosing Delegates to the 
Committed oi Union, pnisuant totbe raooismendation of the joint Gonnnit- 
tee at their meeting last fall. 

These commuications having been natofely conadef«d^ 

Foted^ *Vhat k is expedient the Committee proceed to bwaness. 

Adjoomed to to^norFOir morning, 7 o'eloek. 

mihe eveng a sermon was preached by Doctor fiyde^ firoi^ Mifti K. 8. 

October 31. Met aeeor^ng to a^amment. 

l^wfct by Doctor Deecher* 

Voitd, nuM^inthec^siiTOirortfdsCommitleeyieis espedienT, fbt file rta- 
neon SBfajoined to this vote, ttat the Committee of Unistt be coiitinned ; and 
that such meaamresbe sdopte<i by the General Assoeiations^ oo«r represent* 
ed, as they shall judge proper, to endeavour to secure tfte eo' ^i pewii ti ow of 
die General Association of New-Hampshire, and the Generri Convention' of 
Vermont, and to nidnce them to delegate. Members to the Committee of 
Union. 

Reasokv. 

1. The great and essential interests of the different sections of the Con- 
gregational Church, in New-Cngland, though extended through difTcrent 
civil jurisdictions, are, religiously considered^ one. So congenial are their 
news of doctrine^ and modes of worship and discipline, that one member 
cannot su^er, and the whole body not suffer with it ; or one be honored, 
and the whole nol partaferof the joy. 

2. It is desirable, for purposes of genenl safety, and efficient exertioiw 
that the several Congregational Ch ur s ha i^ in New-England, become more 
consolidated. There ii an influence, resulting from concentrated interest 
and action, which is the legitimate right of every religious denomination ; 
and which it is their duty to exert for the prosperity of religion. 

3. To produce an increased union of the Congregational Churches, it 
seems to be desirable that one ecclesiastical body should exist, composed of 
delegates irom the several state Associatlona^ whose exclusive work it shall 
be to consult the general safety and prosperity of those Churches ; and 
whose delihecatiena and ieooimpof»datiaiis shall be the compcehensive judg- 
ment of the whole. The welfioe of the New-En^and Churches seems to 
recpiife that their commen w*'?^''*^^ recieve a more deliberate attention, than 
can be paid to it by the State Associations, during the short period of their 
aeanoni^ occupied, as they must be, with the increanog cares of their local 
concerns. 

4. It would be strange i^ in the progress of society in New-Enghuid, no 
change should liave taken place, in our internal character, or external rela- 
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imA, which iboiiid defnind die aooonuBoditioa of the priadplet of caogf^ 
gutional goyernment to our altered circuimtaiices ; md render improve- 
ment, withoat imovitioo, or derelictiop of original principles, both dennUe 
and practicable. May not the annual appointment of a Committee of Union 
hare a happy influence to guard against hasty attempts at innovaftm, and 
partial and premature eflPorts at emendatioi^ which might endii^per the 
symmetiy and peace of the whole f 

5 There is much individiial reflection, and much enquiiy as to the ways 
and means of promoting the proi^erity of the Church, wbkh God, by our 
Others, planted in this land ; and with this view, various plans are oocaaon- 
a% suggested, which, without some mode of t>eing collected and embodieii^ 
win be lost as to any great practical result. To preserve from oblivion use- 
ful reflections and phuis ; to embody and present them indi the result of 
their own deliberations ; and, genersBy, to e:d]ibit their raws of the ea. 
gencies of the Church, with the ways and means of her prosperiQr ; seenv 
to be an emplo>ment worthy the deep attention of a Committee, to be an- 
nually appointed for that purpose. 

The Rev. Abel Flint, D. D. was chosen Secretaiy of the Committee of 
Union, to hold the office during the pleasure of the Board. 

V^tedf That the next meeting of the Comnuttee of Union be at SpiiugfieU^ 
Uaasschusetts, the third Wednesday of October, 1820, at 11 o'clock, A. If. ' 

The Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D. was appointed to preach at the next 
meeting of the Committee of Union s and the Rev. Samuel Worcester, O. D, 
WBA-appointed his substitute. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Nathan Perking D. D. 
who being providentially present, was requested to peilbrm that service* 

Attest, ABEL FLINT, Scribe. 



No. IV. 
Proposed aUeratian in the Constitution ojtht Domestic 

Tu fifth Article to be altered, so as to read. 

There shaD be twenty-two Directors, seven hymen and fifteen clergy- 
men, including the Professor of IMvimty in Yale College, and the Secretary^ 
Treasurer, and Auditor of the Society, who shall, ex officio, be Directors ; 
and one clerical DirectOFi at least, shall be chosen from each diitiict Amq^ 
ciation. 
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No. V. 

A List cf Hu iowMj eonfnregatimial societies^ and mmsUrs in ike 
aHaU of ComueHcut^ in ccnneetian with the Qeneral AssociaHmy 
mrranged according to the dudrict Associations. 

1. HARTFORD NORTH ASSOCIATION. 



TWnt. 


SodeHet. 


MmHen. 


Hartford, 


First, or North, 


Joel llawes. 




Second, or South, 


Abel FUnt, D. D. 




Third, or West, 


Nathan Perkins, D. D 


Sast Hartfordy 


First, 


Joy H. FairchikL 




Orford, 


Elisha B. Cook. 


East Windsor, 


First, 


Thomas Bobbins. 




North, or Seantic, 


Shubael Bartlett^ 


Enfield, 


. . « • • 


Francis L. Bobbins. 


Fannington, 


First, 


Noah Porter. 




Northington, 


5 Rufus Hawiey, 
i LudoTicua Robbins. 




Third, 


Bela Kellogg. 


Granby, 


Salmon Brook, 


Isaac Porter. 




Turkey HiUs^ 


Eber L. Clark, 


Hartland, 


East, 


Ammi Linsley. 




West, 


Nathaniel Gaylord. 


SiiDBbuiy, 




Allen M*Uan. 


Suffield, 


West, 


Joseph Mix. 


Windsor, 


F^ist, 


Henry A. Rowkncl. 




Wintonbuiy, 


John BartletL 


Barkhanwted, 


First, 


Saul Clart:. 



BeiHn, 



Bristol, 
CSlastenboTy, 

SoatbingtoD, 

Wethersfield, 



Wofeott, 



3. HARTFORD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

New Britain, Newton Skinner. 

Worthington, Samuel Goodrich. 

Jonathan Cone. 

First, 

Eastbury, ' 

William Robinson. 

«-^ C John Marsh, D. D. 

iCalebJ.Tcnncy. 

NewingtOD, Joab Brace. 

Rocky Hill, Calvm Chapin, D. D. 

JohaKeySft 



1« 



lAsi rfMinuUrs^ Ac 



Middktoviif 



Chatham, 



Firtt, 


John R. Crane. 


Upper Houae^ 


jMbua L. Willian. 


Westfield, 


Thomaa Miner. 


>Iiddlefie]d» 


Stephen Hays. 


Fust, 


Hanrey TalcotL 



New-Haven, 



Cheshire, 
Deiby, 

Hamden, 

Middlcbuiy, 
MiUbrdy 



North Haven, 
Oiford, 

Watetbuiy, 

Woodbridge, 



3. NEW-HAVEN WEST ASSOCUTION. 

First, Nathaniel W. Tajlor. 

Uiuted Society, Samuel Merwin. 

VdeColleBe. fS?^!Ril^''• 

West Haven, Stephen W. Stebbina. 

Columbia, Samuel Rich. 

VlTst, Zephaniah Swift. 

Great HiD, Abner Smith. 

Mount Carmel, Bliphilet B. Coleman. 

Esst Plains, Abraham ASing. 

----- Mark Mead. 

First, Bezaleel Hnneo. 

Second, Jehu Clark. 

North* Erastus Scranton. 

Pirat, 

Salem, 

Amity, Jaaon Alien. 

Bethany, Nathaniel G. Hunti»|rton. 



4. NEW-HAVEN EAST ASSOCIATION. 



New-Haven, 
Branford, 



Cheshire, 
East Haven, 
GuiUbrd, 



Meriden, 
Wallingford, 

Durtiam, 



Yale CoUege, 


ehauncey A. Goodrich. 


First, 


Timothy P. GiDett 


Noitiilbrd, 


Matthew Noyes. 


NoKh Branford, 


CSwriesAtwater. 


Krst. 






Stephen Dodd» 


Pirst, 


Aaron Putton. 


East Guilford, 


John EUiott. 


North Goilfoid, 




North Bristol, 


John Ely. 




Erastus Ripley. 


First; 


James Noyes. 


Booond, 






David Snath. 



IJgi of Mimstera^ d-c. 

5. NEW-LONDON ASSOCIATION. 

Tovma. Societies. Mirditen. 

New.Londoii, - - - . . AbelM'Ewen. 

Norwich, ' First, JosepK Strong, D. D. 

Chelsea, Alfred Mitchell. 

Bozwh, - . 1 - . David Austin. 

Colchester, First, Solknon Cone. 

Franklin, Samuel Nott. 

Griswold, Horatio Waldo. 

Croton, Vkvt, Timothy Tuttlc. 

Scoond, >> 

Lisbon, N«went, Levi Nelson. 
Lyme, Second, 

Montville, 'First, Abishai Alden. • 

Chesterfield, 
North Stonington, ..... 

Preston, First, John Hyde. 

Long Society, 

Salem, Royal Tyler. 

Stonington, ' . ^ . . . ira Hart. 

Watexfbrd, 

Lebanon, Goshen, William B. Bipley. 

Pkinfield, Orin Fowler. 

6. FAUOnELD WEST ASSOCIATION. 

F^uiield, First, Nathaniel Hewitt. 

Green's Farms, Hezeldah Itipley, D. D. 

Greenfield, William Belden. 

Darien, 

Greenwich, First, 

West, Isaac Lewis, jun* 

N«w Canaan, William Bonney. 

Norwalk, 

Ridgefield, First, Samuel M. Phelps. 

Bii^buiy, 

Stamford, Fitst^ Daniel Smith. 

North Stamford, 

Stanwich, Plat BufTett. 
Wefton, Norfield, 

North Fiurfield, Nathaniel Freeman. 

WiKbn, ^. - - - - Sylranus Haigfat. 
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vbCm 


7. 


FAIBHELD BAST ABSOCUTION. 


TWfi*. 


Sbdetiet. 




Danbuiy, 


Firitf 
Bediel» 


William Andrews. 


Brookfidd» 






Huntington. 


Ripton, 

New Stiatftffd, 


Thomas PuadenoB. 


New FaMekl, 




Medad Begefs. 


Newtown, 






Beddingy 




Daniel Croclcer. 


Stntfordy 


FM, 


Mittfaew R Dutton. 




Bridgepott, 


Elijah Waterman. 


TrmSbnSU 




Beuben Tkyrlor. 


New MUfiml^ 


fint. 


Andrew BEot 




8. WINDHAM ASSOCUTIQN. 


Windhun, 


FM^ 


Comefius B. Everett. 


Anforat 


Fint, 


philoJodaon. 




Eastfoid, 


Beoben Toney. 




Westfofd, 


Wilfiam Storrs. 


Cantefbuiy, 


Fint, 


Asalieaeh. 




Westminiter, 


Erastus Learned. 


Colnmbia, 




DftTid IXckinaon. 


Hampton, 


» 


LudovicosWeld. 


Killingly, 


Second, 


IsmelDay. 




Thiitt, 


BosweH Whitmore. 


Lebanon, 


First, 


ZebulonEljr. 




Exeter, 


John H. Fowler. 


MaiMfield, 


First, 


Anson 8. Atwnod. 




Noitb, 


Moaes C. Welch, D» D- 




ChfttppBwj 






First, 


Jamea Porter. 




Abiflgton, 


Walter Lyon. 


Sterling* 






Thompaoiv 




DanidDow. 


Volantownb 


" • • • • " 




Woodftock, 


First, 




« 


Mud4sr Brook, 


Samuel Backua. 




Wesl^ 


Alyan Underwood. 



Lisl ^MmisierSf Ac 

9. UTCHFIBU) NCMTTH ASSOCIATION. 

TvwnB. Sodetiet. MniMtm^J' 

Bafkhimrted, Winated, James Beach. 

Caoaai^ Fint» Charies Prentias. 

NorChp Pitkin Cowlea. 

Coiebraoky Chauncey Lee. 

CornwaOy FSnt, Timothy Stone. 

V Second, Walter Smith. 

Gosheii» ..... Joseph Harvey. 

NewHai1ford» ..... Cyras Yale. 

Ncnfoll^ Ba]ph Emerson. 

Salisbiny, LsTiusHyde. 

Sharoi^ Firsts David L. Peny. 

EOswotth, Frederick Gridley. 

TorringtODb First, Alexander GUlett. 

Torringford^ Sanmel J. MiOs. 

Warren, . Peter Starr. 

Wmchester, Frederick Marsh. 

Buriingtoii, ..... Jonathan Miller. 

Gintoi^ ..... Jeremiah Ballock. 

10. UTCHFIELD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

Litchfield, Urst,' Lyman Beecher, D. D. 

South Fann% Amos Pettengifl. 

Nortfafield, J. B. Camp. 

Milton, 

Bethkm, John I^mgdon. 

Ha rwin toi^ Joahum WiUiams. 

Kent, AsaBUur. 

New Milferd, Bridgewater, 

Ptjmoath, ..... Lather Hart. 

Bosbay, Fosdick Harrison. 

Wsshington, First, Stephen Mason. 

NewPrestoQ, Charles A. Boardman. 

Wstertown» Uriel Gridley. 

Woodbury, Sooth, Samuel A. Andrew. 

North, Grove L. BrowneO. 
Southbury, First, 

South Britain, Bennet Tyler. 

Shcnmob Mahby QelitOB. 
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11. MIDBLESEX ASSOCIATION. 


T^Bmvtu. 


S^cieda, 


Mnuiei'i, 


UaddfliQ. 




John Marah, jon. 




Ifiddle Haddam, 


David Relden. 




Bast Hampton, 


Joel Weat 


£»tHaddain» 


First, 


5 Elijah Panons, 
^laaacPanona. 




llillin«(toii, 


Waiiafli Lynan, D. D. 




HmSkfmt, 


Joseph VaOl. 


KiOiqgworUiy 


Fint, 


Halt Talcott. 




North. 


AsaKkig. 


Saybrooky 


fine. 


Frederick W. Hotchhisi. 




Pettipaug, 


Aaron B. Hovey. 




Weaditook, 


Sylveater Selden. 


\ 


Cheater, > 


Neh^ftah B. Beardriee. 


Cokheater, 


Weat Chester, 




Lyme» 


Fiiit, 


Lathrop BockweH. 


' 


rnoftUf 


Jonah fiawea. , . 




12. IXHXAND ASSOCIATION. 


ToUand. 




C Nathan Wiliiams, B. B. 
^ Ansel Nash. 


^ ^^mm^^mu^mm 




Bolton, 




Phihnder Pamelee. 


Conrentiy, 


Finl^ 


ChanMoey Booth. 




North, 


George A. Calhoan. 




Andover, 


Angtistnii Coffins. 


£Uu«tqm 




Diodate Brodcway. 


HebfOHy 


Fiiat» 


Amoa BasKtt, B. B. 




Qileidt 


HitfhanGiBett 


Somen, 




Wilfiam L. Strong'. 


Stafford, 


PM^ 


Cynis W. Gny. 




Weat, 


Joseph Kttigfat. ' 


VenMni, 




ViUfanEly. 


Unioii, 


* 




WiHingtom 




HahbelLoomSs. 


Mariborougl^ 




David B. Ripley. ' <^ 
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No. VL 

Report of a Coramittee conceroing providing for iodigeat dis* 
missed MinisteffB, and the raoiilies oT deoeaaed Ministers. 

The CammUlee, OfpainUi by ike Oeneral Association^ June^ 1819, to 
Ute int0 om m i er ot im fike sukjed ef demdt^ some means^ for 
rendering end U unseUlid Mimslersj end to the widows and dUt- 
dren of deceased MhnsUrs^ who are in necessiUms dratmslanees^ 
and to report 4o this body ai the present meetings submit the fol- 
lowing : 

Tas Committee, deeply sensible of the duty and the practicability of rais- 
ing funds for the object specified in the vote of the General Association, 
recommend, 

1. That the GeneraVAssociation recommend to the seyeral Consociations, 
who bold an aimuri iiie ating , or to the Associalioiis in those districts where 
no aonuid Gonaocisiioii is hel^ to r«se, in such manner as they shall deem 
proper, a sum of money mtaoally for the abore purpose, either at their 
aatunmal or amaial meeting, which shall be paid over to the Treasurer of 
the General Association. 

3. That a Committee be appointed by the General Assodation anmudly, 
to consist of three miaisteta^ subject to such directions as {fais Association 
sfaaS from tiane to time gite tbeni^ who riiall, aoeordfing to their discretion, 
pay over the OMMiex eoBadtd* in whole or in part, to the indigent widows 
and fionilies of deceased mialsters, or to unseeded nanisten, whose drenm- 
atanoea may require sssiitanc n, and who may apply for the same, two of the 
COonmttee agreeing^ or a majority of those paesent, to sny disbufsement 
made by the board of aaristafica. Prraidbt^ That no widow or minister 
shaB be assisted by them who is not in good standmgfai the cliurch of Christ ; 
and also pnividedi that the Committee may require a recommendation from 
any appUeant, io be giiraa of hfan or her by the Association within whose 
Unuts such appficaot may reside, before they giant any donation. And a]so> 
that no donation or donations shaD be continued or repeated to any petaort 
:tfker six months from the date of the first donation, without socii recom^ 
mendataon, to the charity of the institution fiiom the Assocbition or Conso- 
dation within whose limits the appficant may reside. 

3. That the Committee^ appointed annoaQy for the albresaid purpose, 
shall be tnistees, to hiM any money, or other property to be given to con- 
stitiite a peimaaent fund, the interest of which, so far as the necessities of 
the objects of this charity may require, shall be applied for their relief. 

4* That the Treasurer of the General Association shall keep a correct 
account of moiues received from the Consociations or Associations, and by 
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paid out by Older of the CMunittee ; and diat he dtttt exhibk m itete- 

nentof hiaaocoiinti» madeaptothefintof J«iieaiiiMialiy»totheGeaeaJ 

AflBoetatioii at their annual seaaion. ^ 

All which ia reapectfuDy anbmitted. 

Perordeiv 

SLUAH WATEBMAl^ Ckmrman. 

Bead in AaKXuakion» and referred to the aeveal distzict Anociatioiia for 
their opiDion» to be reported to the next annual merlir^g of thia bodj. 



No VII. 

Report on (he SUUe of Rdigimu 

Etskt year haa he, who is the king' of 2Son, giren tokens that he rimem- 
ben mercy for hia elect. The meaaiire of lus gifts has Taried conadera- 
bly in different yean^ yet» even to the pieaent thnet haathe General Aaao- 
ciation been annually gladdened wifli accounts of renTab of religion in ser- 
eral of their churches. 

Upon a view of the documents presented by the dSstrict AaaodatSona^ the 
preaent year, upon subjects connected with the welfioe of the Redeemer^ 
kingdom, there appean to be no material diflference, in the general atate 
of die churchea within our limits, the paat and tiie preaent year. We have 
indeed to record* to the praiae of the gloiy of divine g^ce, instances of the 
rerital of refigion in aeveml of our churchea. Amon^ theae, ^e chnrdiea 
in Plainfield* KiUingly, Qriswvdd, Andover, EaadlHtiy, North Corentxy, Bol- 
ton, and Vpeaan have shared particulariy in thia blessings of the moat Ugh. 

We are not yet to expect tiiat the prince of the power of tfie air, the 
enemy of all rigfateonsness,wiH relax in hia efibrls against Christ Atone 
time, transforming himself into an angel of fight, he attempts to aubreit the 
gospel, under the aaanmed name of friendship, propagiifting>, by Ida Instru- 
ment% errors of deadly tendency t at another time by openly opporing^ the 
truth. Here^, however, haa not prevailed in our churchea $ but, on the 
contrary, a growing end intelligent regard to the form of aound words re- 
vealed in the scriptures. 

The General Association have stiU to mourn, in many instance^ the intem- 
perate use of spiritous liquors ; and an increasing d]spositi<m» among many, 
to violste, and in others to tolerate the vkdation of the Ix»d^ day ; and 
other i4eea which threaten the best interests of civil society. 

Letus,however, thank the Lord, for all the good he haa oonforred; pnr- 
ticulaHyfivincretsing efforts moor churchea to advnce christitti know- 
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ledi^mdptelsrHBQQi^oiiXMlreibandto fiitther tbe puipoaet of ledeeiang 
umicj vmoaif the ntions of the ntth ; while the Lord, with them, ib worit- 
it^ efficackwaly for the enhagement of Zion. Oar ohurches hannonize in 
their love of the ftitfa once defirered to the Mints. The monthly conoert is 
genentty oboerred. Our Sabbttth tchools ar^locreMing in their numbers^ 
mnd in the number of their pupils. There is sImh it is thought, sgrowing 
attention to the maintenance of diurch disciplme. BeHgious intelligence is 
circdated and sought after, more and more; and ligfat is spreading* 

We are happy to state that Tale CoDege enj^ys^ through th^ smiles irf* 
hearen, great internal truiquilfity and public req>ect. The love .of science 
there prevails ; and the members of the church in that insti^itioD are dis- 
tinguished for a upint of mutual affeetion and united endeavors to do good. 
We have also to renew our praise to Qod, for his smiles upon the Foreign 
Mission School at Cornwall, and for the ground we have to believe that three 
of the youth there have recently experienced the special influences of the 
divine 8|Mrit* 

While the American Asylum, for the instructioa of deaf and dumb per* 
sons, at Hattfordt proceeds with succesi^ beyond expectation, and enjoys 
public patronage* we have evidence that God's time to favor that unhaf^y 
daas of onr poiuilation has ftnnuk^ 

In the providence of Qod» we have to lament the removal, by death, the 
past year, of the two learned, pious, and iaithfiil ministers of Christ, Benja- 
min TrumbaO, D. D. of North Haven, and John Smalley, D. D. of Berlin; 

Hie Association continue to view the Domestic Miasionaiy Society as an 
institution of vital importance to those destitute churches, in this state, which 
are unable to support the gospel mimstiy, and renewedly recommend this 
institation to the patronage of the public 

Ariiidst our annefy and our prayers to the Lord, coocemiiighis harvest, 
widely extended^ ripe, and yet almost destitute of laboren^ few events can 
<;]aim more rincere and ardent expressions of gratitude, to the giver of eveiy 
good and perfect gift, than that of the prosperity which he has <^8ent down" 
upon the Connecticut Society for educatingyoui^ men, of talents and piety, 
for the i^ospel ministry. The present condition of millioni^ " ready to per- 
ish," caUs^ though in silent yet imprearive language, upon the public, to aid 
this Sodefy yet m6re in this best of charities. 

From the General Assembler of the Presbyterian Church we have ae- 
countsb which are refreshing to the hearta of God's people. Many new 
churches have been formed. Christians are generally awake to the subject 
of providing and perpetuating an able ministiy, by instituting Education 
Societies^ from which taumbei% who would have been lost in obscurity* sre 
preparing for important stations in the Church. The Holy Spirit has been 
poured out on some of their Colleges^ and nurabeis have been brought into 
the kingdom of grace. Sabbath schools and Bible classes have been estab- 
lished, by which religMHttiostnictioa hps been provided for the yo«iy. In 
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the cftiM^f N«w-Tot]c»PUbideiplMi»«hd BMmm^ it ^ etteittd thit 
i^M 910i0ddlcbai«i« iMtraoted m tiMM tobcirifl^ bite tirin|^«ri^^ 
"VheMPgiMM iMlraelioiief temea hat ahv eHg«ged Ike ««teMtoi of tke 
ohiMM ])iibie» nd plftcct of WOTdi^ Unre been ofiened te 
Anilies. They hm^ Maleae d , with deep ci i g« g t diteB^ to tke ptttactey of 
the woid» end the effeoteoQ their monl faalnte hsre^ in neey iMlii^^ 
mme&te end itrikinp. Belireen seventy and eighty choiches have heen 
Tinted witti ipeeiel eeeiene ef rthtMng ftmn the picaefiee of the LenL 
lliete have hecn» piincipdly* within the boimdt ef the Preafayleries of 
OnonAiga, Oneida, Otaego, Aflbeny, Noith Hlver, HadMR, JeiBcy, and 
Grand Krer. The work hae appeared to be pere and puqgent^ and has 
embieced peraom ef afl agea and eotidittenn 

From the Generel AModatien of Muaaehoaetts Proper we learn thet 
there have been, the hat year, niiaeioii% preciottfl^ and exteoaive nvt f A 
of reltgion wxtUn their fimita. The Uxd haa appetfed in ban gkff, m the 
hopeful oonTeraion of many. Special outpourisga of the dii^ne Sfurit hare 
been whne^aed m aerenteen or eighteen towna. The bleaaed work stiU 
oontinaes in aome of then, and in varkma other pheea anoaaal attention to 
vefigioB haa lately comnenced* 11m eanae of Inith has apparently gained 
atrength» and the pure doctnnea of the gospel obtained a wider nflitence. 
In aereral places which hare long been deadtote of the regular preachn^ 
of the word, die people have united and obtained, in the coime of the past 
year, a minister of Christ 

ne operations of the Domestic Blisaionary Sodety in that state have 
cheered the hearts of 2lon*s ftienda, in several of the destitute congrega- 
tions, and brightened their prospects. This 3oeiety, though stiU in its in- 
fancy, proouses great and happy results. 

The liberality of the christian public, towards the religious charities of the 
day, does not appear to be diminished ; nor has the monthly concert of 
prayer lost any of ita interest. 

The Theological Senunaiy at Andover still enjoys the gracious smiles of 
heaven. The humility, piety, and devotedness to God, and christian zeal 
connected with the missionary spirit, which appear in this institution, de- 
serve distinct notice, and cafl fbr gratefiil acknowledgments, and piomiae 
to the churchea of our Lord, and to souls in pagan hods, the richest 
blessings. 

Tnm the General Convention of Vermont the Asgoctation learn that, al- 
though their churchea have not been so extennvely blessed, by special 
outpourings of the Spirit of God, as in aome years that are past, and though 
numy things within their bounds call for humiliation, yet other things ftinush 
oecaaion for gratitude and praiae. During the past year twelve towns have 
been viaited by the outpouring of the divme Spirit. Several of these towns 
have in them no settled ministers, though tiiey have recently enjoyed a 
preaehed gospel, partly by die vd of die Juvenile ICssionary Society. Thi« 
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Society^ which is of recent origin^ promises great good to the state. The 
general Society has afa«ady nearly seventy branches in the different towns 
and it has steadily employed, during the past year, four or live Misnonaiies. 
An Education Socie^, desig^d to be a branch of the American Education 
Society, has been recently estabfished, and is receiTing extensive patronage. 
Sabbath schools exist extensively, and the montlily concert of prayer Is 
generally observed. 

From the General Association of New Hampshire we are happy to learn 
that the cause of the Redeemer is manifestly rising in that state. A number 
of towns have been visited by special revivals of religion. Increasing atten- 
tion is paid to the instruction of the rising generation, particularly by the 
establishment of Sabbath schools, in most of the towns which are fiiTored 
with the stated labors of a gospel minister. The ' Missionaty Society of 
that state continues to exert a most salutary influence in repairing the 
wsste places, and has evidently met with the approbation of. the great 
Head of the Church. It is a subject of gratitude to God that, of the present 
members of Dartmouth College a large proportion are numbered among 
the friends of the divine Redeemer. 

Let us now say, With lively g^titude, hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 
Let mimsters and churches renew their confidence in the God of all gi«ce, 
and, relying upon his promised aid, unite their prayers^ and increase their 
efforts, for the conversion and s^lration of souls, and for the glo^ of ZSon's 
Kng. 
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Unsettled Ministers and LUxntiaUs. 



No. VIII. 



f^ unruled mimsters^ m eonneetim wUh the Qeniml il^MCM* 
timiy and rfUceniuUesfrom the several AssodaUmts, 



UNSETTLED MINISTERS. 



RsT.Mtmms. 
Joittthan Bartlett, Bedding. 
Stephen W. Bunitt» Ridgefield. 
Aaron Church, HaitUnd. 
Thomas F. Davia* New-Haven. 
Nathaniel Dvight, Colcheiter. , 
Prince Hawea^ Glaatenbuiy. 
Calvin Ingals, Stafford. 
Amasa Jerome, New-Hartibrd« 
Guidon Johnson^ Killiiigly. 
William Lockwood, Glastenbmy. 
Aaahel Nettleton, Killing^orlh. 



Rbt. Mxasas. 
John No^es, Weston. 

Israel Shaler, Haddara. 
Samuel Stebbins, Simsborf . 
Samuel 8tui*B;«i, Tkeakmrj, 
Daniel Waldoi SuffiekL 
William R Weeks, Clinton, N. T. 
Samuel Whittlesey, Hartford. 
Samuel P. Williams, MansfieU. 
Richard WtllMsas, Coveatiy. 
Luke Wood, Waterbuiy. 
William Woodbridge, 



LICENTIATES. 



MassBs. 

Geom Allen, Schenectady, N. Y. 
Jared Andni8» Bolton, 
Garret G. Brown, Bethlem. 
William Chester, Wethers6eld. 
Austin Dickinson, Amherst, Mass. 
Israel Ely, Sharon. 
Aaahel Gaylord, Norfolk. 
Josiah W. Gibbs, Salem, Mass. 
Thomas R. Gold, Cornwall 
Elijah Hartshorn, Franklin. 
Roger Hitchcocl^ Cheshire. 
Horace Hooker, Beriin. 
Anson Hubbard, Glastenbniy. 
Aretius B. Hull, New-Haven. 
Ebeneoer Kellogg', Vernon. 



Mxssas. 

Peter Lockwood, BridgcpetC 
Daiid N. Lotd, Fnnklm. 
Elihu Mitchell, Knozville, Ten. 
David L. Ogden, New-Haven. 
Wilfiam Potter, jun. Lisbon. 
Aaron Putnam, Pautucket, R. L 
Robert C. Robbms» Cokhester. 
David A. Sherman, Chapel HUl, Ten. 
Levi Smith, New IfilibnL 
Jedidiah L. Staik, Bozrah* 
Cornelius Tuthill, New-HaTen. 
William Williams, WetheisBeld. 
Wdliam C. Woodbridge, Haitibtd. 
Geoi|^ A. Woodbridge, Norwicli* 



Chmce rf Delegates. 2T 

Na IX. 

Choice rf Delegates. 

Pubsvaut to the reguktiona, adopted by the CSenenI Associatioii of Con- 
necticut» June, 1819, for the choice of delegates to the scTenl ecclesiastical 
bodies in its connection, the delegates to be chosen in June^ 1821, aze to be 
nominated by the sevend Associations as follows : 

Tile delegates to the General Assembly, for Miiy, 182% by New-Hay^ 
Sas^ New-London, and Fairfield West Associalioni. 

The delegates to the Committee of Union, for 1821, by Faiifield £«8(^ 
Windhanv and Litchfield North Associations. 

The delegates to the General AsBociation of MawMhniettB Proper, fat 
1822; by Litchfield South and Ifiddlesex Associations. 

The delegates to the General Association of New-Hampshire^ for 1821, by 
ToDand and Hartford North Associations. 

The ddtpHtiu to the General ComrentioD of Vennoot, for 1821, by Hait^ 
f<nd Soath md New-Haven West Associations. 
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GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 



M a Meeting of the Qeneral Association of Cotmeeiieuty at Tkomp- 
«m, the third Tuesday ofJunCy 1821 : Present, 



Rev. Messrs. 

Shubael Bartlett, 
Ammi Linsley, 

Joab Brace, 
Prince Hawes, 

Samnel Merwin, 
Jason Allen, 

Matthew Noyes, 
Aaron Button, 

Samuel Nott, 
David Austin, 

Nathaniel Hewit, 
Syivanus Haight, 

William Andrews, 
Thomas Punderson, 

Roswel Whitmore, 

Joseph Harvey, 
Asa Blair, 

Joseph E. Camp, 
Grove L. Brownell, 

Frederick W. Hotchkiss, 
Aaron Hovey, 

Augustus B. Collins, 
George A. Calhoun, 

Wyiiam Neill, D. D. 
Artemas Dean, 

Timothy Field, 

Brown Emerson, 

Phinehas Cook, 



• From 
Hartford North Association. 

Hartford South. 

New-Haven West. 

New-Haven East. 

New-London. 

Fairfield West. 

Fairfield East. 
)- Windham. 
Litchfield North. 

Litchfield South. 

Middlesex. 

Tolland. 

From the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the Uni- 
ted States. 

From the General Convention of 
Vermont. 

From the General Assoqation of 
Massachusetts. 

From the General Association of 
New-Hampshire. 



4 JCiwfier qf tile Qenerti Jm eei mHo n. 

^ The Rer. Samuel Merwia was choaeo Scribe. 
^ The Rev. Samuel Nott was choseo Moderator. 
' The Rev. William Andrews was chosen Assistant Scribe. 

Certificates of dekgation wef« read. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

The Rules of the Association were read. 

The Rev. Messrs. Matthew Noves, Aaron Hovey, Joseph Har- 
vey, William Neill, D. D. and Timothy Field were appointed n 
Committee of Overtures. They made a report which was accepted. 

The Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Hewit, Aaron Dutton, and ^^^iam 
Neillf D. D. were chosen a Cooimitteey id prepare, from the refMtts 
which may be exhibited to this body, a general narrative of the state 
of religion, within the limits of the CSeneral Association of Connecti- 
cut, and of the other ecclesiastical bodies connected wkh k, to be 
presented at the present session. 

The AssociatioBal Semon was preached by the Rev. Frederick 
W. Hotchkiss, from John xiii. 34, 35. 

The Rev. Messrs. Hovey, Noyes, and Hotchkiss were appointed 
a Committee, to take into consideration a proposal from the evan- 
gelical Consociation of Rhode-Island, to form a union with thia body. 

The reports of the district Associations on the state of 
and of the other ecclesiastical bodies in connection with 
read and committed. 

The report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connect- 
icut was read and accepted. See Appendix^ No. I. 

The reports of the Directors and Treasurer of the Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society were read and accepted. See Appettdixy No. IL 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association was 
read and accepted. See Appendix^ No. III. 

The report of the C/ommtttee of l^nion was read and aoDCpled. 
See Appendix^ No. IV. 

The Rev. Messrs. Harvey, Pundersoii, and Brace were appmnted 
a Committee to receive the reports of tlie several district Associations, 
on the subject of providing for the n*lief of poor and dismts^ mm- 
isters, and for the families of such as are deceased, as referred by 
the last General Association, and to report the result to this body. 

The report of tiie Committee, appointed << to take into coiisidera- 
tion a proposal from the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode4slaiid 
to form a union with this body," was read and accepted. Wheie- 
upon, the Rev. Willard Preston, a delegate from that Consociatioo, 
was invited to take his seat with this Association. See Appendix^ 
No. V. 

The Rev. Messrs. Brace, Blair, and Barliett were appointed a 
Committee to devise a plan for appointing delegates from this body 
to others with which it is connected. 

WsBNKSDAT, June 20. 

Foted, That the Committee chosen last year, on the subject o<' 
intemperance, be continued in office. 
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Vciei^ That the Committee choeen kst year, on the subject of 
Sabbath schoob, be discharged from any further attention to the 
Mbject. 

The Committee, appointed last year, on the subject of iacrea- 
sing ministerial kbor, gave notice that they were not ready to re- 
port. Whereupon, Voted^ That four membeis be added to the 
Committee, and that they report daring the present session. 

The Rev. Mrssrs. Hotchkiss, Hovey, Camp, and Neill were 
added to the Committee mentioned above. 

The Committee, appointed ^' to receive the reports of the several 
district Associations on the subject of providing for the relief of 
poor and dismissed ministers, &c.'' made a report. Whereupon, 

V^edy That, from the returns of the district Associations, it is 
deemed inexpedient to adopt any measures, at present, for that pur- 
pose. 

Faiedj That the thanks of the Greneral Association be expressed 
to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, for the copy of 
their Digest, this day laid on the table. 

The alteration, proposed last year, in the fifth Article of the 
Constitution of the Domestic Missionary Society, was adopted, and 
IS as follows : 

There shall be twenty-two Directors, seven laymen and fifteen 
clergymen, including the Professor of Divinity in Yale-CoUege, and 
the Secretary, Treasurer, and Auditor of the Society, who shall, ex 
officio, be Directors. And one clerical Director, at least, shall be 
chosen from each district Association." 

Vbledy That the Committee appointed lest 3/ear, to prepare a 
pastoral address to the Churches, be continued in office. 

The Rev. Messrs. Hawes, Noyes, Harvey, and Dean were ap- 
pointed a Committee on the following question for advice, propo- 
sed by the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode-Island, and to report 
during the present session. 

^< Are persons, who have withdrawn from a regular orthodox 
cliurch, without the consent of that church, and contrary to its wisl>- 
es, and in that state have been organized into a separate body, to 
be acknowledged as a regular church ?" 

The Committee, on the state of religion, made a report, which 
was accepted. iSee Appendixj No. VI. 

The Committee, on the subject of increasing- ministerial * labor, 
naade a report which was not accepted. 

The Committee, on the question for advice proposed by the Evan- 
gelical Consociation of Rhode-Island, reported. Whereupon, 

Rt9obfedy That it is inexpedient for this body to express an opin- 
ion in form on a question of such various bearings and extensive 
application. 

The Committee, on the appointment of delegates to other bodies, 
made a report, which was accepted. See Appendix, No. VII. 

The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of 
August next, vit. The Hon. Jonathan Brace, John raldwell. Esq. 
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Enoch Peridns, Esq. Samuel Pidun, Esq. Thomas Hubbard, Esq. 
William W. Ellsworth, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, 
D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, D. D. Moses C. Welch, D. D. 
Samuel Goodrich, and Henry A. Rowland. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Abel Flint, D. D. Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connecti- 
cut, for one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

Thubsdat, June 21. 

The following persons were chosen Directors of the Domestic 
Missionary Society, for the year ensuing, viz, Timothy Dwight, 
Timothy Stilman, Matthew Marvin, Ri<£ard Hubbard, John Hall, 
the Rev. Messrs. Joel Hawes, Cabel J. Tenney, Samuel Merwin, 
Aaron Dutton, Abel M'Ewen, Isaac Lewis, jun. Matthew R. Dut- 
ton, Daniel Dow, Joseph Harvey, Lyman Beecher, D. D. Aaron 
Hovey, William L. Strong, and Zephaniah Swift. 

The Rev. Nathaniel W. Tavlor was chosen Secretary, Samuel 
J. Hitchcock, Treasurer, and Roger S. Skinner, Auditor of the Do- 
mestic Missionary Society, for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Abel Flint, D. D. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Calvin Chapin, D. D. Auditor of the General Association of Con- 
necticut, for the year ensuing. 

The following persons were appointed receivers of money, in their 
respective Associations, for the treasury of the General Association, 
viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, Joab Brace, Erastus Scran- 
ton, Timothy P. GiUett, Salmon Cone, Nathanid Hewit, Elijah 
Waterman, James Porter, Charley Prentiss, Amos PettengiU, David 
Selden, and Chauncey Booth. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the regular stand- 
ing of ministers travelling from this State into other States, viz. Rev. 
Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Calvin Chapin, D. D. Jeremiah 
Day, LL. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, 
D.D. Elijah Waterman, Moses C. Welch, D. D. David L. IVenrv, 
Lyman Beecher, D. D. Frederick W. Hotchkiss, and Nathan WiU- 
iaras, D. D. 

The Rev. Messrs. Matthew Noyes, John Hyde, and Isaac Lewis, 
jun. were chosen delegates to the General Assembly of the IVesby- 
terian Church, to convene in Philadelphia the third Tuesday of 
May, 1822. 

The Rev. Messrs. Luther Hart and Isaac Parsons were chosen 
delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts, to convene 
the fourth Tuesday of June, 1822. 

The Rev. Messrs. Hubbel Loomis and Shubael Bartlett were cho- 
sen delegates to the General Association of New-Hampshire, to 
convene at New-Ipswich, the third Tuesday of September next. 

The Rev. Messrs. Joshua L. Williams, and Zephaniah Swift 
were chosen delegates at the General Convention of Vermont, to meet 
at Poaltney, the second Tuesday of September next. 

The Rev. Messrs. Alvan Underwood and David L. Perry were 
chosen delegates to the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode^Ialand, 
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to meet at Newport, on the Tuesday preceding the first Wednesday 
of May, 1822. 

The Kev. Daniel Dow was appointed to preach the Concio ad 
Clerumy at the ensuing commencement at New-Haven. 

The Rev. Messrs. Aaron Dutton, Timothy P. Gillett, and Nar 
thanid W. Taylor were appointed a Committee, to take into consid- 
eration the following question, and to report at the next meeting of 
the General Association. 

<' Has an ex parte Council authority to organize a church, from 
the members of another gospel church, without the consent of the 
church to which such members belong ?" 

Voted, That the thanks of this body be presented to Dyer White, 
Esq. for his services as Auditor of the Domestic Missionary Society. 

Voted, That it be recommended to each church in this State, in 
connection with this body, to have a contribution, on the first Sab- 
bath of September next, or, if more convenient, on any other Sab- 
bath in that month, for the purpose of aiding destitute and feeble 
churches and societies, in providing for themselves the stated enjoy- 
ment of the ordinances of the gospel ; and that the contribution be 
paid over to the Treasurer of the Domestic Missionary Society. 
Also that, in all cases where it may be deemed expedient, the con- 
gregation be invited to join in the contribution. 

Voted, That the reports of the Durectors, and of the Treasurer, 
of the Domestic Missionary Society be referred, for printing and dis- 
tfibntion, to the disposal of the Committee of Missions, appointed 
by the Directors. 

Whereas the General Association, at their last session, passed a 
vote in the following words : 

Voted, That, for the purpose of perpetuating a correct history of 
revivals of religion, it be recommended to every minister, ' in whose 
congregation there may be a revival, to prepare a concise history of 
it for publication in some periodical work ; and that he subscribe the 
history with his own proper name. 

Voted, That a certified copy of said history be transmitted to 
the Register of the General Association to be by him deposited 
among the archives of the Association. 

A list of unsettled ministers, in connection with the General As- 
sociation, and of licenciates from the several district Associations, 
was made. See Appendix, No. VHI. 

Voted, That the Rev. Abel Flint, D. D. be requested to prepare 
for publication, and to superintend the printing and distribution of, 
the Minutes of this Association, and that he be allowed for his servi- 
ces the sum of Five Dollars. 

Voted, That the printers of the Minutes of the General Associa- 
tion, and of the report of the Directors of the Domestic Missionary 
Society, be requested to transmit, by mail, a copy of each of those 
documents to every congregational minister in this State. 

Voted, linanimously. That the thanks of this body be presented, 
by the Rev. Mr. Dow, to the church and congregation in thb place, 
for the respect, kindness, and hospitality, which they have mani- 
fested to this body during their present session. 



S Mimmaty SodHjf of OmneeHaa. 

Voiedy That the next meeting of the General AssocMon of 
Coonecticut be at the house of the Rev. Ansel Nash, in ToUand, tlie 
diini Tuesday of June, 1822, at 11 o^clock A. M. 

The meetuig was closed by singing an appropriate bymo, and a 
prayer by Doctor Neill. 

SAMUEt NOTT, ModmUor. 
Attest, Samuel Mkrwin, > c, .. 

William Andrews, $ ^^^^ 



APPENDIX- 

No. I. 

Report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecttcot 

7b the MUsionarif Sodety of Connecticut^ to convene in Thompson^ 
on the third Tuesday of June, 1821, the Trustees respectfully 
present the following report. 

Fathbbs Ajn Brithekv iv Caainv 

Ov an occaiion Mke this, it would be pleaauit to recount the wonden of 
merqr which grace has wroiigfat, and continuei yet to perfonn. It b worw 
thy of devout and perpetual acknowledt^ent, that these wonders are dis- 
played in connection with the prayers and charities of God's people. In 
the old setUements of oiir extensive and expanding republic — ^in regions 
also more recently occupied by civilized man — and in pagan lands fiir dis- 
tant«-the works of the Lord, opening the eyes of sinners sod tunuog tiiem 
from darkness to light, are great and marveUous. 

Nor has the Missionaiy Society of Connecticut, with its numerous friends 
and patrons, failed to share largely in these evidences of diviae approbaSiQQ* 

But the Trustees may not indulge themselves here in dwelEng upon this 
snimsting theme. Instead of exacting the attention and time of ^e Soci- 
ety by a detail of labours performed, and of good done, they would refer 
thcmembers to the Narrative and documents pubfished near the beginning 
of the present year. It will there be seen, that, by appointment and di- 
rection of the Trustees, forty Missionaries laboured as evangelists along the 
frontiers and in the moral deserts of our country. It Win Ukewiae be 
learned, that they travelled, preaching the gospel to the poor, and perlbrm- 
ing the arduous duties of the Christian ministry in eight of the twenty-lbiir 
States which compose the American Commonwealth. 

Hie experience of more than twenty-five years has evinced the impor- 
tant fact that books and pamphleU are veiy useful suxifiaries m the moral 
and spiritual warfare which missions are waging. Of these helpers four- 
hundred and twenty were sent to the new settlements. It is grateful to 
add, that the whole number distributed since the establishment of the 
Society is forty -four thousand three hundred and twenty-seven. 
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On the subject of funds, the Trustees cannot speak but with solicitude. 
Their best feelings are often and severely tried by calls for help which they 
faa.ye no means of meetingf, and to which, of course, they are reluctantly 
constRuned to give a painful negative. 

The receipts by congregational contributions in May, 1820, amounted 
only to two thousand three hundred and thirty-eight dollars and seventy- 
one cents. From other sources the treasury derived two thousand five 
hnndred and two dollars and eighty-seven cents. The total of receipts 
was consequently four thousand eight hundred and forty-one dollars and 
fifty-eight cents. 

Tile disbursements were ax thousand two hundred and eighty four 
dollars and seventeen cents and a half— exceeding the receipts by one 
thousand four hundred and forty two doDars and fifty mne cents and a half. 

The permanent fund, on the 8th of January last, was thirty-one thousand 
nuie hundred and sixty4wo dollars and ninety-six cents. This sum, given 
at different periods by comparatively a few benevolent individuals, ought 
to be regarded with pious thankfulness, for it appears unquestionably es- 
sential to the continuance and prosperity of the Society's operations.— May 
it please him, to whom belong the silver and the gold, to move many more 
to give of their abundance for the enlargement of this fund. They will 
d&us enable the friends of Missions, and the encreasing multitudes who 
both need and deare the assistance of the Society, to look with joy upon 
jresoorces on jirhich they may depend. The annual income of a competent 
fund, rendered permanent by sufficient security, must afford a pleasing 
aasurance, that the gospel will be preached and the only salvation proclaim- 
ed to the destitute, till the promised splendor of a better day shall dawn 
upon the darkest places of the earth. 

An economical and efficient disposal of funds continually forms, in the 
^ew of the Trustees, a very responsible and difficult branch of their duty. 
Tliey are not certain, that maxims of worldly prudence in the comparison 
of expenditure with income, at any given time, are stricdy applicable to 
the kingdom of Christ. They have felt themselves warranted, only in 
part, to regulate their appointments by these maxims. Hence, for the last 
year, has arisen that excess of expenditure beyond income just now stated. 
They rejoice, that they can say — and, as they hope, with an authorized 
confidence—** The cause is the Lord^ and he will provide." 

Notwithstanding the deficiency of means, they find, as already intimated, 
much occasion to bless God. They see, with sacred exultation, that the 
faith of Zion's friends in the necessity, and duty, and usefulness of mission- 
ary labours acquires confirmation by the experience of every year and of 
every month. The gracious presence of Christ does go with his futhful 
servants, shedding lig^t upon the wilderness, by their mstrumentality, and 
gladdening many a solitary place. 

Let those, who can contemplate with joy the prosperity of Jerusalem, 
keep an eye seriously fixed upon the agns of these remarkable times, and 
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the convictioii would seem inevitabley that no ezertiom can be nade with 
hspea of niocea better founded— none be reviewed with a conarioqineai 
more deQghtful^than such aa are put ferth for the moal iffimningtion of 
our world by a <Uffuiion of the knowledge which Christ aooom|>anica with 
aalvation. Ereiy auch effort is an essay to gloofy God by doing good. 

Norahouldit be forgotten, that the prayers and theprospcnty of miB- 
ions on whom the benignant light of diiine rerektiott shines— and nmsen- 
gera of mercy bearing good tidings of great joy to all people— inll not 
ceaae to be necessary, until the godliness, which ia proitahk Ihr all thiwga, 
liiaH be taught and embraced in erery inhabited portion of the globe. 

May the wisdom which is from above direct the defiberatioQa of the 
Society, and make them eouoently aubaemenft to the intereals of tiist king- 
dom which Christ haa built upon a rock, and against which he will net per- 
mit the gateaof hen to prevail MayprooA of his approbatioii conliDae 
to attend the vastly diveiai&ed eaertioQa of Ikit charitable for the advaaoe- 
ment of hia cause. May revivala of refigion, pure and iindeiled» be mul- 
tiplied and extended, till the grossdarkness which depravity spreads over 
the world shall be Aspersed— the impotent idolatry and degrading auper- 
sthionsof heatheniam abandoned— the social and moral, the spiritoal and 
eternal well being of manking every where aecured by obedience to the 
gospel— and the whole earth filled with the Bedeemer'a glory. 

In the name of the Trustees, 

ABEL FUNT, SeortkKm. 

Oartlbrd, June 1^ 1821. 
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DoiHeitic MUaianary Society. 

Tu EeportB of the Directors and of the Treasurer of the Domertic 
Ifisstonary Society are to be pubUsbed snd aent to the aevevsl Mbusters in 
the State. 

No. ni. 

Account of the Treasurer of Ae General Aaaoeiation. 

IVb. 1. Receipts by the Treaturer^from June 12, 1820, to June l6, 

1821. 

1890. 
.lune 13» Received from Bev. Erastus Scrantont 

for the Church in North MUford, . - 5 00 
for New-Haven West Association, - 3 00 

800 

16. Received from Rev. James Porter^ 

for Windham Aasoc'wtion, - - • 3 50 

34. Bec«ved from Rev. T. P. GiUett, 

for New-Haven East Association, - 3 75 



June 36. fi^ceiyed from Rev. NaAhanicl Hewit, 

for Fkirfidd West Aawxnation, - • - 2 50 
My 4b BeceiTedfnmBtv.J. E.Caiiii»» 

for Litchfield South Aflsociation, - 2 75 

Recdred frcnn Rer. H. A. Rowbndt 

for Hartford North AModatioii, -0 75 

IS. Beoemd from Rev. Chauncey Booth, 

for ToUmd AMOciatioa, • - - • 3^ 
25. Received from Rev. T. P. Gillett, 

/or New-Haven East AaaodatioD. - 1 00 

Jng^ 11. Receited from Rev. E Watennn» 

for Fairfield East AModatioDy - - 1 50 

1821. 
Jan. 3. Received from Rev. David Seidell, 

for Wdcflesez A«ociatioii» - 3 85 

Feb. 7. Received from Rev. H. A. Rowlam^ 

for Hartford North AaaociatioiH - - - 4 00 

June 2. Received from Rev. EraatuaScranton, 

for New-Haven West AttocUrtSon, - 2 70 

7. Received from Rev. JoabBnAe, 

for Hartford South AaaociatioDy • • -3 75 
13. Received from Rev. Henry A. Rowland, 

for Hartford North Aasodation, 125 

040 20 

No. 2. Payments hy tl^e Treasurer^ from Jme 12, 1820, to June 

16,1821. 
1820. 
June 13. To Rev Erastus Scranton» Delegate to MuBachuietta, in 

1818, - 5 00 

Aug. 21. To Rev. Joseph Harvey, Delegate to Massachusettflb in 

1819, 4 00 

22. To paid for postage, - - . . 66 

Sept 4. To M for tran^rtation of Minutes, - . - 25 

To M Peter B. Gleason fc Co. for printing Minutes, - 35 50 

To t§ Rev. A. Flint, for crying the Minutes of the 

General Associatiun for 1820, and superintending the 

' ' oftfacNune^ 5 00 



850 41 

No, 3. General Statement. 
Baluice on hand Jane 12, 1820, - - 25 68 

Becei pt s as aborey faom Juiie 12, 1820, to June 16^ 1821, - 40 20 

65 88 
iMiursements as above, 50 41 

Balance on hand, June 16^ 1821» g 15 4r 

ABEL FLINT, TVeotiirer. 
Hartford, June 16, 1821. 

This certifies that I have exanuned the Accounts of the Rev. Abel Flint, as 
Treasurer of the General Association of Connecticut, and that I find the 
Balance in the Treasuiy to be^ aa stated above, Fifteen DoBsn sod 47 cents. 

C. CHAPIN, JhM9r. 

Hartford, June 16, 1821. 



^2 CommtUee of 

No. IV. 
Report of the Committee of Union. 

At a meeting of the Commiitee of Union^ in Springjiddf October 

18, 1820. Present, 

Rev. Messrs. Samuel Nott and Daniel Smith, from the General 
of Connecticut. 

Rev. Messrs. Alvan Hyde, D. D. and Thomas Snell, from the GenenJ 
sociation of Massachusetts. 

Rev. Mr. Nott was chosen Chairman. 

The standing Secretary being absent, the Rev. Thomas Snell was ohoten 
Scribe. 

Tbe meeting was opened with prayer by the Churman. 

After bearing the doings of the Committee of Union at their former meet- 
ings» and attending to some commimications, verbal and written, wfaick 
sen ed to convince those present, that the public Ecclesiastical bodies ia 
New-Hampshire and Vermont* contemplated in the original plan, have 
declined uniting with those in Connecticut and Massachusetti^ in the object 
of the Committee, 

Votedj To make the question of the discontinuance of the Committee of 
Union a subject of discusnon. 

Adjourned to 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment, and entered on the propoeed discus- 
sion. 

This discussion presented before the Committee the following fiicts and 
train of thought. 

When the joint Committee from the General Associations of Connecticirt, 
Massachusetts, and New-Hampshlre, and from the General Convention of 
Vermont, in October, 1818, recommended to those bodies respectively, to 
appoint annually a delegation to meet, in a joint Committee, to be called 
^ The Committee of Union," it was on the ground, that all those Ecclesias- 
tieal bodies would adopt the measure, and that this would be necessary to 
secure the contemplated object. 

When the delegation from the General Associations of Connecticut and 
Massachusetts met in Hartford, in October, 1819, it was ascertained, that 
the Convention of Vermont had declined sending delegates to the Committee 
of Union, and that the General Association of New-Hampshire had postpon- 
ed the subject for further connderation. The delegates then present, still 
indulging the hope, that these bodies might be induced to unite in a 
nneasiire, which might be subservient to the interests of the Church, voted 
to recommend the continuance of the Committee, and presented the reasons 
for such a recommendation: and,* also, that some suitable measures be 
adopted to secure their co-operation. 

But noTp, ascertaining, to a good degree of certainty, that Vermont and 
New-Hampshire will wholly dissent from the measure ; it is thought advise- 
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able, however useful and important such a Committee might be^ in case the 
public Eccleaiastical bodies in New-England could be persuaded coidiaOy to 
unite in the measure, that the Committee of Union be discontinued^— 
Therefore, 

Betohed, unanimoualjr. To recommend to the General Associations of 
Connecticut and Massachusetts to discontinue said Committee. 

V»tod, That the Scribe transmit these muiutes, as the doings of the Boarc^ 
to the standing Secretary, to be by him communicated to the General As- 
sociations of Connecticut and Massachusetts. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith. 

Attest^ THOMAS SNELL, Scnbe. 
A true copy, certified by 

ABEL FUNT, Secrtfaty. 



No. V. 
Rhode-hland CoMOciaHtm. 

Tax Committee, to whom was referred a communication from the Effea* 
gelical Consociation of Rhode-Island, beg leave to report : 

1. That the above named Consociation consists of seven Ministers and 
nz Churches. 

3. That it is expedient for the General Association of Connecticut to 
form a connenon with the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode-Island upoR 
the same prindples upon which a connexion has been formed between 
said Association and other Ecclesiastical Bodies. 

3. That at each meeting of the General Association, two delegates 

shall be received from the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode-Island to 

tests in this body ; and that two delegates shall be annually appointed and 

comnuasioned by the General Association to hold seats in the said Consoda- 

tioii* 

AARON HOVEY, *) 

MATTHEW NOYES, >. Committee. 
FRED. WM. HOTCHKrSS,3 



No. yi. 

Report (m the State ofReSgiofL 

TasBB are in this state about two hundred Congregational churches and, 
societies ; a very large proportion of which are, at present, supplied with 
regular pastors. Upon eighty-four of these, God has» during the past year, 
poured out his Spirit, and hopefully translated about five thousand souls oat 
of darkness into his marvellous light. This abundant shower of Divine grace 
began to descend nearly a year ago. Some of its first drops fell upon the 
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flvnynd city of N«w.Hav«K. Tbc cloiid> wbich w« at fim no biggvrtkM 

Ainiii'tlMB^ ilMdl^ and Nrfttihiiqt tlie ioob offt few eli^^ 

ijidr oira ban>«iiMii| «id the iiMe apread waste «^^ 

ed o?er the whole tovm, reached the ndghhoring Ti]]age>^ orei^hadowed 

eoiiiitte8,and ia now making ita prof^resa ta the utnoatborder^ reatini^ over 

11B in majea^ and nietcy. 

In attempting to diaeoter the immediate causes of this remarkable awa- 
keiung, in the special efforts of mhiisters and Christiana, we are stopped.and 
baffled. The members of the last General AaK>ciation returned to their 
respectiFe chai^^es ^heartened and feaHul. Whilst we were pondeihig 
OD the fonaken and drooping state of &on» and at a losa what should be 
done to regain the prcaence of our grieved and injured Lord, suddenly he 
was in the midst of us. We are therefore to recount, with adoring grati- 
tude, the fruita of his sorereign and gracious presence, rather than to boast 
the efforts of human action. 

Among the characteristics of this revival we deem it important to notice, 

1. Its unity. It is the same in the countiy ss in the city-^ the district 
school as in the college, and among the aged and the young, the moral and 
asoiable, the vicioua and violent, the speculative believer, the formal profes- 
sor, and the iniideL A description of one converaon, or of one paristi, i^ 
with a few unimportant vaiiationa, a description of aU. So entire are the 
unity and sameness of the operations of the Spirit in this awakenii^, ihsX 
mimsters ftom distant towns entered immediately into the work in places 
where they were strangers, without embarrassment to themselves, or detri- 
ment to the awakened. There is therefore a remarkable oneness among 
the new converts. Their hearts answer each to the other, as in water hct 
aasweieth to face. Such perfect qrmpathy produces strong confidence and 
love, and haa led to that harmony and facility of planning and executing 
which have given stability and contiouance to the revivals where tbey have 
begun, and are spreading them where they are not. 

2. Its power and rapidity. So powerful and overawing is the presence 
of God in this work, that no combined, and but little individual opposition 
has appeared. Those who have not been directly influenced have looked, 
on with astonishment and awe. Many have beheld their nearest and dear- 
est relations, their neighbors and companions, pass from death to life with a 
peculiarly touching expreaaon of sadness in their countenances because 
they were passed by. Among the most remarkable cases of conversion, 
were a very small number who, at the first, with singular hardihood and im* 
piety, either furiously opposed, or scorftfuHy ridiculed the awakening. 
Their conviction was sharp, and their distress terrible. In a great major- 
ity of the converts conviction speedily ensued awakening, and their oonvie- 
tion of sin rapidly increased in intenseness. The most of them continued 
but a short time under that awful distress which accompanies oooDplete 
conviction. So powerful and rapid were the operationa of the Spirit that 
in very many instances the naked statement of divine tnitl^ without argii- 
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acnttoeoftice, or Dliirtntum to ezpkin it. took ininieditt# effect. Tli^ 
doctrinea of the goapel came to them in the demooftntion of the Spirit and 
with power. 

3. Its pori^. We have not heard of diaoider or violence. Notwithatandr 
ing the great direnity of age* natural temperament and education of ^lo 
avakenedfl and the frequent and crowded nieetingi» no tumuH or outcty haa 
ooeurred. Though the atreeta and highwaya were fined with the xnolthudea 
going to the house of prayer, or to the rooms of the amicus meeting, tho 
convicted were ailent, and the converted serene. iThey have been univer- 
aaOy docile to their miniater^ and submitted to their guidance aa sheep to 
tfieir ihepherd. Intelligence has given wisdom to zeal^ ai^ temperance 
to strong emotion. The awakened and convicted have been exempted 
from groundleas tetror% and the converted from fanciful joys. God was 
terrible to the former because he is holy, not because he is vengdii] ; and 
God waa lovely to the latter, because he is holy, not merely because he was 
concoved to be reconciled to them. The more deeply their hearts hikve 
been aflected either by distress or joy, the more vigorously they have sear- 
ched the acriptures { and the acquisitions of divine knowledge rather pre- 
ceded than foUowed the movements of their affectiona. 

4. Its continuance. The subjects of the work do not as yet appear to 
decline from that wannth of gracious affection and energy of desire, for 
larger measures of knowledge and grace, which they exhibited at the time 
of Uievhopefolconverrioo. Although new convenuons are by no means 
so frequent as formerly, in those places where the awakening ia of some 
months duration, yet in most of them, if not all, new instances of conviction 
continue to occur. Almost every day is also bringing to us joyful tidings 
that one after another of our pariihes i» beginning to partake of this copious 
efforion of the Holy Spirit. 

5. Its inAuence in elevating the christian character both of ministera and 
churches. Ministers have preached plainly snd boldly. Their fiuthfulness, 
however, has been without asperity, and their courage has been joined 
with meekness. They have spoken the truth in love. Anzions sinners 
have repaired to their pastors with a freedom, and opened to them their 
hearta with a confidence, hitherto unknown amongst us. We feel ourselves 
authorized to declare, not for the purpose of ezahing our brethren, but to 
iMNior the power and grace of our Lord and Master, that never have we be- 
hM such an unction from the Holy One in the prayers, sermons, temper, 
and deportment of our ministers. They have labored abundantly, and 
have been uncommonly strengtliened and supported to endure extraordi- 
aaiy exertions. Hie ministers of the State, at the present time, are united 
in sentiment, and their hearts are knit together in love. 

Private christians also have been excited to more openness and deciflon. 
They have promptly and heartily seconded the efforts of their pastois. 
Hicy have possessed a remarkable spirit of prayer. Feeling the abaohite 
dependence of both saints and sinners, on the sovereign agency of God 
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the Spitic» thef implored hk pietenee with die ■ hu plic Hy of VHtQit duldrea. 
A seme of the efficaey of prayer hat eziited m a special degree, and it is 
atill increasing. Ciuristians are investigating tins subject with an ardor 
which we have never hitherto known. Churches have also fek a solidtiide 
for their sister churches. Not content with barren wishes for their wdfore> 
they have visited each other, to go together to pray before the Lord, and 
to talk of the thiogs of his kingdom. They have spoken often to one 
another, and the Lord has hearkened and heard. 

This awakening has given a new impulse to all the opentions of chris- 
tian benevolence in our State. New hopes are prompting new undeita. 
kiQga, and expectation is awake. 

¥ale College has also partaken of the special presence and mercy of the 
great Redeemer. Of the youth there, about 40 have recently been hcpe- 
iu&y oonvettedf and 20 of these have been received into the churcii : 
making the whole number of the members of the diorch between SiO and 
100. 

This institution may be regarded as in a lugfaly flourishing state ; its 
numbers exceed those of any former period ; and the patrons of the Edu^ 
cation Society must be gratified to learn, that while diey are preparing the 
meana of diffusing the gospel, they are also, through their beneficiaries; 
exerting a most benign influence on the state of religion, in so important 
a seat of learning. 

Tile Foreign Mission School at Cornwall continues to flonriib, and several 
of the heathen youth there have recently given evidence of their hopeful 
conversion. 

Finally, Brethren, the days of 1740 have returned with brighter kstre. 
There remain amongst us here and there, a Simeon and an Anna of thnt 
glorious day, who have waited from that time to this for the consolation of 
IsraeL The hour has come. They are giving a rapid and exulting glance 
at the flying clouds, and hasteniog away to carry the ^ad tidings to the 
upper world. Brethren ! where are your harps f Shout, O inhabttant 
of Zion. Sing a new song. The Lord hath triumphed gloriously. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, alter mentioning, as 
sources of lamentation, errors in doctrine and morals, the neglect of iamiiy 
and social prayer, coldness and indiflerence on the part of some pi uf i inny 
christians, and the want of laborers in the gospel vineyard, proceed to si^, 
<* While on these accounts the Assembly have causes for lamentation, and 
call upon their churches to sympathise with, and pray for those among 
whom the abovementioned evils exist ; th«y also call upon their ehurahea 
to unite with them in sentiments and expresmons of gratitude and prute 
to God for his great, his unmerited, and his continued gocidness. Wn 
have probably,'* say they, ** never heard so much, nor had so much to tell 
of the wonderful works of God amidst the churches under our care.** 

They state that ** additions have been made during the hot year to their 
churches, from which reports have been received, of 7186 souls." 
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While many of these have been tfaefriihs of the Spizit descending like 
the flDuJl and silent dews» nuuiy othen have been the fruits of the same 
Spirit &Uing in copious showers which abundantly watered the parched 
field. Within 18 presbyteries more than 90 congregations have been viat- 
«d with special seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Loid. 

From the General Association of Massachusetts we learn that the line 
between those who build their hopes of salvation on the atonement of the 
God incarnate, and those who deny the Lord that bought them, is more 
distinctly drawn than formerly $ and th» fact may account for the ap. 
parent increase of the numbers and efforU of the abettors of a most dan- 
gerous error. 

From the report of this body it appears that a number of churches in 
tbdr communion have been blessed with special reyivals of religion ; and 
that the churches in general with their ministers are more closely united 
in the bonds of christian fellowship. 

The benevolent efforts of this body of christians, deservedly distinguish- 
ed for their liberality, appear to have suffered no diminution, but rather 
to have been augmented. 

From the Genend Assembly of New-Hampshire, we receive the pleasng 
intelligence, tliat the cause of evangelical truth is guning ground, that there 
is an increased attention to religious institutions, that the waste places are 
rebuilding, and that a number of their congregations have been favored 
with the effusions of the Spirit. 

While the churches in Vermont are rejoicing in the happy effects of 
former revivals, and the more recent visitation of divine grace upon a few 
pbces^ they are mourning the absence of the Spirit in his convincing and 
converting influence froqn most of their congregations. 

Phmi Rhode-Island we learn that all the eastern part of thefitate was 
Mited with a gfscious revival of religion in the course of the year 1820. 
Very many have been raised from the death of sin to a life of holiness. 
Most of their churches have been enlarged with an increase of members. 
To some, the additions have been unusually great 

In all their congregations, stated prayer meetings have been regularily 
attended :— and have been sessons of refreshment and enjoyment to believ- 
•la. Sabbath schools have also obtained an universal establishment among 
them { and the experience of a number of years has fully proved that th^ 
aare of great utility. Some, who commenced as scholars have been subjects 
of divine grace, and are now teachers of others. 

Brown University at Providence has been visited by the special influen* 
ees of the Holy Spirit, and 90 of the students have become the hopeftit 
flubjects of the gnce of eternal life. 
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Umettled Ministers and Licentiates. 



No. VII. 
Appointment of Delegates, 

The Committee, on the subject of nominating delegates to the several 
ecclesiastical bodies, with which the General Association of Connecticat 
is connected, report the following plan : 

That two delegates be nominated to each of the said bodies in the fol- 
lowing order, First, to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church : 
Second, to the General Association of Massachusetts ; Third, to the Gen- 
eral Association of New-Hampshire ; Fourth, to the General Conrention of 
Vermont ; Fifth, to the Ecclesiastical Consociation of Rhode-Island. The 
Committee recommend that the delegates to the General Assembly be 
nominated, one yeaf • by the two eldest Associations ; for the second year, 
by the two next in seniority ; and so on in succession ; and that the other 
delegates be nominated in the same order. Also, that the third delegate 
to the General Assembly be nominated according to tlie same order, by 
the district Associations, beginning with the eldest It is to be understood, 
however, that the nomination, according to this plan, begin the next rear, 
with Fairfield East Association. 



No. vm. 

last of unsettled ministers^ in connection with the General Associ- 
ation^ and of licentiates from the several Associations. 

UNSETTLED MINISTERS. 



RST. MSSSBS. 

Jeremiah Atwater,D D. New-Haven. 

Jonathan Bartlett, Redding. 
William Beldcn, Fairfield. 
Stephen W. Burrilt, Kidgefield. 
Aaron Church, Hartland. 
Thomas F. Davies, New-Haven. 
Nathankl D wight, Colchester. 
John H. Fowler, Lebanon. 
Prince llawes, Glastenbury. 
Calvin Ingals, Stafford. 
AmasR Jerome, New*Uartford. 



Rav. Mxssms. 
Gurdon Johnson, Killingly, 
William Lockwood, Glastenbmy. 
Asahel Nettleton, Kilhngworth. 
John Noyes, U'eston. 
William Robinson, Southington. 
Samuel Stui^ges, Frirfield. 
Daniel Haldo, Suffield. 
M'illiaro R. ^ ecks, Clinton, N. Y. 
Samuel Whittelsey, Hartford. 
LAike Wood, Waterbuiy. 
William Woodbridge. 



LUt ofMinitteriy ^c. 
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LICENTIATES. 



MsasBB. 
Georg« Allen, Schenectady, N. T. 
Edwiurd BuU^ Sftybrook. 
Archibald Bturg^esa, Canterbury. 
Nathan Barton, Ridg^efieid. 
Eleazar Churchill, Mansfield. 
Austin Dickinson, Amherst, Mass. 
WiOiam Fowler, GuiHbrd. 
Anhel Gaylord, Norfolk. 
Jonah W. Gibbs, Salem, Mass. 
Thomas R. Gold, Com\va^. 
Beriah Green, Putney, Vt. 
Elijah Hartshorn, Franklin. 
Horace Hooker, Berlin. 
Anson Hubbard, Glastenbury. 
Ebenezer Kellogfg^, Vernon. 
ChaunceyLee, Colebrook. 



MSSSES. 

Peter Lockwond, Brid^port. 
David N. Lord, Franklm. 
Elihu Mitchell, Chapel Hill, N. C, 
William Mitchell, Saybrook. 
David L. Ogden, New-Haven. 
Robert C. Bobbins, Colchester. 
David A. Sherman, Knoxvill, Ten. 
Jonathan SiUiman, Saybrook. 
Levi Smith, New-Blilford. 
Noah Smith, Hanover. 
Cornelius TuthiU, New-Haven. 
Charles Walker, Woodstock. 
Joseph D. Wickham, New-York. 
William C. Woodbridge, Hartford. 
George, A. Woodbridge, Norwich. 



No. IX. 



A Lift of the towns, congregational societies, and ministers in the 
stale of Connecticut, in connection with the General Association, 
arranged according to the district Associations, 

1. HARTFORD NORTH ASSOCIATION. 

Jlfini9tert, 
Joel Hawes. 
Abel FUnt, D. D. 
Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
Joy H. Fairchild. 
Eltsha B. Cook, 
Thomas Bobbins. 
Shubael BartJett, ' 
Francis L. Bobbins. 
Noah Porter, 
CRufusHawley, 
t Ludovicus Robbins. 
Bela KeUogg. 
Isaac Porter, 

Ammi Linsley. 
Nathaniel Gaylord. 

Allen M<Lean. 
Joseph Mix. 
Henry A. Rowland. 

John Bartlett. 

Saul Clark. 



Tottmt. 


SocieUet, 


Hartford, 


First, or North, 




Second, or South, 




Third, or West, 


East Hartford, 


First, 




OriTord, 


East Windsor, 


First, 




North, or Scantic, 


Enfield, 


« 


Farmington, 


First, 




Northington, 




Third, 


Granby, 


Salmon Brook, 




Turkey Ifills, 


Hartland, 


East, 




Westi 


Simsbury, 


- - - 


Suffield, 


West, 


Windsor, 


First, 




Wintonbuiy, 


Barkhaxnsted, 


First, 
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2. 



Berlin* 



Bristol, 
GUstenbury, 

Southington, 
Wethenaeld, 



Wolcott, 
>fiddletown, 



Cbathaiu, 



New-Havei)» 



Cheshire, 
Derby, 

lUmden, 

Middlebdiy, 
Milfotd, 



Oxford, 
Waterbury, 

Woodbridge, 






HARTFORD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

SocieHea, 
KenaiiigtxNit 



New Britain, 
i^orthnigton, 

• a • 

First, 
Eastbury, 

First* 

Newinrton, 
Rocky Kll. 

• * * 

First, 

Upper Houses, 

l¥estiield, 

Middlefield, 

First, 



C Benoni Upson, D. D. 
C Royml Bobbins. 
Newton Skinner. 
Samuel Goodrich. 
Jonathan Gone. 



CJohnMardi,D. D. 
^ Caleb J. Tenney. 
Joab Brace. 
Calnn Chaptn, D. D. 
John Keyes. 
John R. Crane. 
Joshua L. Wiffiams. 
Thomas BGner. 
Stephen Hays. 
Harvey TakoCL 



NEW-HAVEN WEST ASSOCIATION. 



First, 

United Somety* 

YaleOoUege^ 

West Haven, 

Columbia, 
First, 
Great Hill, 
Mount Carmel, 

East Plains, 

First, 

Second, 

North, 

B • * 

First, 
Salem, 
Amity, 
Bethany, 



Nathaniel W. Taylor. 
Samuel Merwin. 
C Jeremiah Dmr, LL. D. 
lEleazerT. riteh. 
Stei^en W. Stebbins 
Samuel Rich. 
Zephaniah Swift. 
Abner Smith. 
Eliphalet B. Coleman. 
Abraham Ailing. 
Mark Mead. 
Bazaleel Pinneo. 
JehttCkrk. 
Erastus Scrantoo. 

— Crane. 

Jason Allen. 

Nathaniel G. Huntington. 



4. NEW-HAVEN EAST ASSOCIATION. 



New-Haven, 
Branford, 



Cheshire, 
East Haven, 
Guilford, 



Meriden, 
North Haven, 
WaUingford, 

Durham, 



Tale College, 
First, 
Northford 
North Branford, 
First, 

MB* 

First, 

East Guilford, 
North Gtiitford, 
North Bristol, 



First, 
Second, 



Chauncey A. Goodxicb. 
Timothy P. GUlett. 
Matthew Noyes. 
Charles Atwater. 

Stephen Dodd. 
Aaron Dutton. 
John Elliott. 

John Ely. 
Erastus Ripley. 
WilOam J. Boaidman. 
James Noyes. 

David Smith. 






5. NEW'LQNDON ASSOCIATION. 

TWiw. Sodetiei, MnUten. 

New-London* Abel IC^Ewen. 

Norwich, First, Joseph Strong, D. D. 

ChebM, Alfred MitcheU. 

Bozrah, • . • . . David Aiutin. 

Colchester, Fint^ Sahnoa Cone. 

Franklin, First Samuel Nott 

Second, 

Griswold, Horatio Walda 

GroCon, Fint, Timothy Tuttle. 

Second, 

Lisbon, Newen^ Levi Nelson, 
Lyme, Second, 

Montville, First, Abishai AMen. 

Cbeaterfield, 
North Stoningion, . . . . - 

Preston, First, John Hyde. 

hoag Society 

Salem, Boyal Tjrler. 

Stonington, ...... ira Hart. 

Waterrord, ..... 

Lebanon, Goshen, William B. Ripley. 

6. FAIRFIELD WEST ASSOCIATION. 

Fairfield, First, Nathaniel He wit. 

Green's Fsrmfl^ Hezekiah Ripley, D. D. 

Greenfield, WiBiam Belden. 
Darien, - - - - - 
Greenwich, First, 

West, Isaac Lewis, Jun. 

New Canaan^ William Bonney. 

Norwalk, Sylvester Eaton. 

Ridgefield, First, Samuel M. Phelps. 

Kidgebuiy, 

Stamfsrd, First, Daniel Smith. 

North Stamford, Fuller. 

Stanwich, Plat Buffett. 
Weston, Norfield, 

North Fairfield, Nathaniel Freeman. 

Wihoo * SyivanusHaight. 

7. FAIRFIELD EAST ASSOCIATION. 

Oanbtny, I^rst, William Andrews. 

Bethel Alexander Brundage. 

Bridgeport, ..... Elijah Waterman. 
BrooVfield, ..... 

Huntington, Ripton, Thomas Punderson. 

New Stratfbid, 

New Fairfield, . Itedad Rogers. 

Newtown, ..... 

Redding, - Daniel Crocker. 

StratfoM, Krst, Matthew R. Dutton. 

Tnimbull, Reuben Taylor. 

New Milfotd First, Andrew EUot. 
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8. WINDHAM ASSOCIATION. 



TViMiff. 


Sodeiim* 


Minuten. 


Windham, 


Finrt, 


Cornelius B. Erereat. 


Ashfordf 


Firat, 


Philo Judson, 




Westford, 


William Storrs. 




Eastford, 


Reuben Torrey. 


Canteibury, 


First, 


Asa Meach, 




Westminster, 


Erastus Learned. 


Columbia, 




David Dickinson. 


Hampton, 




Ludovicus Weld. 


Kllingly, 


Second, 


Israel Day. 




Thiitl, 


Roswell Whitmore. 


Lebanon, 


First, 


Zebulon Ely. 




Exeter, 


• 


Ifansaeld, 


First. 


Anson S. Atwood. 




North, 


Moses C Welch, D. D 




Cbapfin, 


Jared Andrews. 


Plainfield, 




Grin Fowler. 


Pomfret, 


First, 


James Porter. 




Abington, 


Walter Lyon. 


Sterling, 






Thompson, 




Daniel Dow 


Voluntown, 






Woodstocl^ 


First, 


Eliphalet Lyman, 




Muddy Brook, 


Samuel Backus. 




West, 


Alvan Underwood. 



9. LITCHFIELD NORTH ASSOCIATION. 

Barkhamsted, Winsted, James Beach. 

Canaan, First, Charles Prentiss. 

North, Pitkin Cowles. 

Colebrook, Chauncey Lee. 

Cornwall, First, Timothy Stone. 

Second, Walter Smith. 

Goehen, Joseph Harvey. 

Kent, Asa Blair. 

New-Hartford, Cynis Yale. 

Norfolk,. Ralph Emerson. 

Salisbury, Lavius Hyde. 

Sharon, First, David L. Perry. 

Ellsworth, Frederick Gridley. 

Torrington, First, Alexander Gillett. 

Torringford, Samuel J. Mills. 

Warren, Peter Starr. 

Winchester, Frederick Bfarsh. 

Burlington, Jonathan Miller. 

Canton, Jeremiah Hallock. 



10. 



XwWIU* 

Utcbfield, 



Bethlem, 

Harwinton, 

New-Mitfbrd, 

Plymouth, 

Roxbuiy, 

'Washini^on, 

Watertown, 
Woodbuty, 

Southbuiy, 

Sherman, 



Haddam, 
Chatham, 

East Haddam, 



Killingwofth, 
Saybrook, 



^okheater, 
Lyme, 



Tolland, 

Bolton, 
CoTcn^, 



Ellington, 
Hebron, 

Somen, 
Stafford, 

Vernon, 
Union, 
Willington, 
Marlborough, 



LUt of MnUfterSj S^c. 

LITCHFIELD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

Societiet, Minuiera. 

Urtt, Lyman Beccher, D. D. 

South Farms, Amos Petten^D. 

Northfield, J. E- Camp. 
Milton, 

John Langdon. 

Joshua Williams. 

Bridgewater, 

Luther Hart. 

Fosdick Harrison. 

First, Stephen Mason. 

New Preston, Charles A. Boardman. 

South, Samuel A. Andrew. 

North, Grove L. Brownell. 

First, 

South Britun, Bennet Tyler. 

^laltby Gelston. 

11. MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION. 

John Marsh, jun. 

Middle Haddam, David Selden. 

East Hampton, Joel West. 

C Elijah Parsons, 

**"*» t Isaac Parsons. 

Millington, William Lyman, D. D. 

Hadlyme, Joseph Vaull. 

Krst, Hart Talcott. 

North, Asa King. 

First, Frederick W. Hotchkiss. 

Pettipaug, Aaron Hovcy. 

Westbrook, Sylvester Selden. 

Chester, Nehemiah B. Beardalee. 

West Chester, Jacob Scales. 

First, Lathrop Rockwell. 

North, Josiah Hawes. 

12. TOLLAND ASSOCUTION. 

C Nathan Williams, D. D 

t Ansel Nash. 

Philander Parmelec. 

Rrst, Chauncey Booth. 

North, Georgtf A Calhoun. 

Andover, Augustus B. Collins. 

Diodate Brockway. 

First, Amos Bassett, D. D. 

Gilead, Nathan Gillett. 

William L. Strong. 

First, Cyrus W. Gray. 
West, Joseph Knight. 
WUllamEly. 

Hubbel Loomis. 

----- David B. Ripley. 
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24 Choice ofDekgaUit. 

No. X. 

Choice of DeiegaieH' 

Tns delegates to the fcvenl eodetiastical bcxfiei^ in connectioii with the 
General Aatociation of Ckmnecticut, to be cboten in Jane, 1833; are to be 
nominated by the several Associations as foUows : 

Two delegates to the General Assembly, for May, 1833, by Fairfield East 
Assoeiation, and one by Windham Association. 

The delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts^ for 1833^ b^ 
Litchfield North and Litchfield South Associations. « 

The delegates to the General Association of New-Hampshire, for 1822, by 
Middlesex and Tolland Associations. 

The delegates to the General Convention of Vermont, for 1833, by Haft- 
flbid North and Hartford South Associations. 

The delegates to the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode-IalHid» lor 
by New-Haven West and New-Haven Eaat Awociations. 
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PROCEEDINGS 



or TBS 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 



Ma Meeting of the General AtaoekUion of CotmectiaU, at Tolkmd, 
the third TiUiday of June, A. D. 1822. Present, 

Rev. Messrs. From 

Frslds L. FS.bbins, \ Hartford North Association. 

Joab Brace. j H^^^ g^^ 

J New-Haven West. 



Harvej Talcolt, 

Stephen W. Stebbins, 
Samuel Rich, 

John Ely, 
Aaron Dutton, 

John Hjde, 
Abel M'Ewen, 

Sjlvanus Haight. 
Sylvester Eaton, 

Reuben Taylor, 
Thomas Punderson, 

Roswell Whitmore, 
Anson S. At wood, 

Cyrus Yale, 
Ralph Emerson, 

Grove L. Brownell, 
Charles A. Boardman, 

Hart Talcott, 
Jacob Scales, 

Nathan Gillett, 
David B. Ripley, 

John H. Rice, D. D. 
John M'Dowell, D. D. 
Joseph Treat, 

£lihu Smith, 

Heman Humphrey, 
Samuel Gile, 

John Sabin, 
Samuel Austin, D. D. 



> New-Haven East. 

> New-London. 
Fairfield West. 

\ Fairfield East. 

> Windham. 

I Litchfield North. 
I Litchfield South. 

> Middlesex. 

Tolland. 

From the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the Uni* 

ted States. 

) From the General Convention of 
5 Vermont. 

> From the General Association of 
5 Massachusetts. 

From the General Association of 
New-Hampshire. 

) From the Evangelical Consociation 
\ of Rhode Island. 



6 MinuU$ of ihe General Auociaium. 

Dutton, Abel M*EweD, Isaac Lewis, juD. Matthew R. DuttOD, Danie! 
Dow, Joseph Harvey, Lyman Beecher, D. D. Aaron Hovey, WUliam 
L. Strong, and Zephaniah Swift. 

The Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor was chosen Secretary, Samuel J. 
Hitchcock, Treasurer, and Rciger S. Skinner, Auditor of the Domestic 
Missionary Society for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Abel Flint, D. D. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Calvin Chapin, D. D Auditor, of the General Association of Connecti- 
cut for the year ensuing. 

A communication from Middlesex Association was presented, re- 
specting the proper mode of discipline, in the case of a minister accu- 
sed of scandal or heresy, and referred to a Committee consisting of the 
.Rev. Messrs. M^Ewen, Punderson, and Humphrey. 

The Committee, on the communication from Doctor Morse, made a 
report which was accepted ; and the Scribe was directed to transmit 
a copy to Doctor Morse. See Appendix^ No V. 

The Committee, appointed last year on the question, '' Has an ex 
parte Council authority to organize a church, from the members of 
another gospel church, without the consent of the church to which 
such members belong ?" exhibited a report which was accepted. See 
Appendix^ VI. 

Thttrsday, June 20. 

The Rev. Messrs. Hyde and Haight were appointed a Committee 
to express the views of the Association, on the recommendation of the 
Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for providing means 
to increase the funds of that Society. 

The Committee, appointed last year, to prepare a pastoral address 
to the churches, reported an address, which was committed to the Rev. 
Messrs. Emerson, Austin, and M'Lean to prepare for publication. 

I'he Committee, on the communication from the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, made a report which was accepted. See 
Jlmpendix^ No. VII. 

The Committee, on providing means to increase the funds of the 
Missionary Society of Connecticut, made a report which was accept- 
ed. See Appendix, No. VIII. 

The Committee, on the communication from Middlesex Association, 
made a report which was accepted. See Appendix, No. IX. 

The Committee, to which the pastoral address was referred, made 
a report which was accepted. See Appendix, No. X. 

Voted, That it be recommended to each church in this State, in 
connection with this body, to have a contribution, on the first Sabbath 
of September next, or if more convenient, on any other Sabbath in 
that month, for the purpose of aiding destitute and feeble churches and 
societies, in providing for themselves the stated enjoyment of the ordi- 
nances of the gospel ; and that the contribution be paid over to the 
Treasurer of the Domestic Missionary Society. Also that, in all cases 
where it may be deemed expedient, the congregation be invited to 
join in the contribution. 
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A list of unsettled ministers, in connection with the General Associa- 
tion, and of licentiates from the several district Associations, was 
made. SeeApptndixy No. XL 

Voteiy That the Rev. Abel Flint, D. D. be requested to prepare 
for publication, and to superintend the printing and distribution of, 
the Minutes of this Association, and that he be allowed for his services 
the sum of Five Dollars. 

V<aedy That the printers of the Miuutes of the General Association, 
and of the report of the Directors of the Domestic Missiouarj Society, 
be requested to transmit, by mail, a copy of each of those documents 
to every congregational minister in this State. 

Voted^ That the thanks of this body be presented to Rev. Doctor 
Williams, Rev. Mr. Nash, and to the people of Tolland, for the respect, 
kindness, and hospitality, which they have manifested to the body 
during its present session; and also to the choir of singers for t^eir 
services. 

Votedy That the next meeting of the General Association of Con- 
necticut be at the house of the Rev. Henry A. Rowland, in Windsor, 
the third Tuesday of June, 1823, at 1 1 o'clock A. M. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Gile. 

Attest^ JoAB Brace, } Scrib 
Hart Talcott, J 



APPENDIX. 

NcL 
Report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

To the MUnonary Society of Cormectiatit to be conttened at ToUttnd, on the 
third Tuetday of June, 1823, the Tnuteea retpectfuUy preoera the folhwhtg- 
report.' 

Fathxbs awd Bbxtbkxk zv Cbbxst, 

Nbithsb a detail of efforts to do good, nor a minute account of visible 
results, is to be expected in this communication. Its design is rather to 
exhibit a brief statement of the ways in which the holy objects of the So- 
ciety have beoi pursued ; together with such suggestions, as experience 
presents for the continuance and augmentation of those means which Christ 
renders successful in turning sinners from darkness unto light 

For particular informatbn upon these topics, the Trustees would refer 
the Society to the Narrative published by their order, near the beginning of 
the current year. That document shows, that forty and two Missionaries 
were employed. By them the gospel was preached to the destitute, and the 
various duties of the ministerial office were performed in nine of the States 
which coDstitate our widely extended republic. 



8 MtMiionary Sodeiy of CannectietU, 

A few of those Miasionaries have no pastoral charges. They can, tttenf* 
fore, as agents of pie Society, darote their whole time to the cause of Christ 
in missionary labour. Most of them, however,' bear the relation of Pastors 
to particular churches and congreg^ations. They, consequently, can engage 
in missionary service, only a part of their time. To these, as possessing 
very obvious and happy facilities of access to the destitute settlements, and 
opportunities of the greatest usefulness, the Trustees have felt it their du^ 
to pledge the especial patronage of the Society. 

Books, that aptly and forcibly convey religious instruction, have, from 
the commencement of these charitable operations, been found appreciate 
and powerful auxiliaries in the warfare of the missionary field. The Trustees 
have never been unmindful of the assistance afforded by those manuals of 
piety. During the year now under consideration, they sent nearly five hun- 
dred into the new settlements. These, added to the numbers previously 
distributed, form a total of forty-four thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
five transmitted and circulated, since the establishment of the Society. 

By the same document it may also be seen, that the payments from your 
treasury amounted to six thousand five hundred and thirty- five dollars, and 
twenty -four cents ; and that your receipts were only five thousand two hun- 
dred and five dollars, and eighty-seven cents. A debt, consequently, of 
thirteen hundred and twenty-nine dollars, and thirty-seven cents, was incur- 
red. It will thus be perceived, at once, that in the expenditure of money, 
for the benevolent purposes of the Society, the Trustees have again adven- 
tured far beyond the wholesome rules of secular economy. 

In justification of this, they would say that, while they indulged a rea- 
sonable reliance on the future liberality of God's people, they only yielded 
to the pressing and often reiterated cries from the continually incieasii^ 
firontiers of our country. They are constrained to say further, that their 
own exertions — if to any candid observers they shall seem to have been car- 
ried to an unwarranted extreme— even when seen in entire and harmonious 
combination with those of many other Societies, have not nearly kept pace 
with the growth of population along the western borders of our nation. 
The natural wilderness is there rapidly falling. The Trustees fear, that, 
through the want of money to support labourers, this cannot be said tnily 
of tlie great moral deaert. 

They woiUd, therefore, respectfully and earnestly invite the attention of 
the Society to the necessity of renewed and more vigorous efforts to enlarge 
their means of doing good. Greater fervency in* prayer, and greater sums 
of money seem indispensable to render the progress of this moral work, in 
any good measure, proportionate to the progress of population. 

Your permanent fund is indeed respectable. For this, the firiends of ha* 
man well being find occasion continually to bless God. That fund is a bond 
of union in the cause of Christ. It is a pledge of continual labours for the 
salvation of sinners. But its income bears no near proportion to the wsnts 
and the calls of our brethren in the west. Because it was made pennamot 
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by its munificent donors, no encroachme%ts upon it can ever be admissible. 
To obtain money by loan is always unpleasant, and not rarely perilous. 

As accoants of pajrments are published annually, and with great precision, 
the Trustees cannot doubt the general and satisfactory conviction, thatereiy 
cent of money, from every source, is promptly and conscientiously applied to 
the sacred purposes, which those who give it wish to accomplish. Nor is 
it questionable, for a moment, whether demands for missionary labour are 
perpetually multiplying. 

Either, therefore, additional and eHicient exertions must be put forth to 
augment your income, or the Missionary Society of Connecticut will cease 
to hold that prominent station, in this great and good work, whtcb it has, 
for many years, so uniformly sustained. Its uaefulnuss will be comparative- 
ly small, and that branch of pious deeds which it was established to perform 
will languish. — It is well known, that the great Redeemer's cause will ad- 
vance. But in case of the painful result here anticipated, will the min>sters, 
and churches, and good people, of Connecticut have done their duty ? 

It is equally well known, 'that, unless ministers of the gospel zealously 
V)-operate, no considerable success can be reasonably expected in soliciting 
those ch:«ritable aids, which the people of this State, when correctly Inform- 
ed, have ever been found ready to impart, to promote the interest of Chrisfs 
kingdom. Nor is the cordial friendship of ministers in Connecticut to the 
objects of the Society to be doubted. There cun, nevertheless, be a growing, 
though, perhaps, an almost imperceptible, remissness of vigilance and eiTort 
in favour of an object which every heart sincerely approves. 

The Trustees would, therefor^ suggest the expediency of a recommend- 
ation from the Society, that every minister call the attention of his people 
very particularly to this subject, pref»aratory to the annual contribution in 
the month of May. Every minister may also hope to do something siilutary 
by encouraging donations, at all times, from the well disposed and liberal 
members of community. By such exertions of ministers, it is believed, that 
much additional pecuniary assistance may be obtiuned. Whoever looks at 
the unpau^leled progress of population, rising and expanding upon our 
Western borders, will find it impossible to foresee a time in which these and 
other exertions for help in the work of the Lord from the benevolent of 
every condition in life, can be more needed, than at the present period. 

The Tmstees will only add their devout supplications, that wisdom 
from the Father of lights may control and guide the deliberations of the 
Society— conducting them to such results as shall best advance the divine 
glory, and be most extensively instrumental in the salvation of souls. 

In the name of the Trustees, 

ABEL FLINT, Secretary, 

Hartford, June 17, 1822. 



10 



Trtasurtr^s Account* 



No. II. 

Account of the Treasurer of the General Association. 

M^ L lUceipii by the Treaaturer^fnm June \% 1831, lo Jvae 17, 1822. 

1821- 
June 16. Receiyed from Rev. Grove L. Brownell, 

for Litchfield South AssocUtion, - 
30. Recdved from Rev. T. P. GUlett, 

for New-Haven East AMOciation, • 
Sept. 1. Received from Rev. E. Waterman, 

for Fairfield East Association, 
Oct* 24. Received from Rev. Nathaniel Hewit, 

for Fairfield West Association, 

Nov. 8. Received from Rev. Chauncey Booth, 

for Tolland Association, 
1822. 
Jan. 22. Reoeired from Rev. David Sdden, 

lor Middlesex Association, 
Feb. 6. Received from Rev. Henry A. Rowland, 

for Hartford North Association, 
April 8. Received from Rev. Jsmes Porter, 

&r Windham Assoeiatioii, 
Bfay 14. Received from Rev. Joab Brace* 

for Hartford South Associstioo, 
June 1. Received from Rev. Etastus Scranton, 

forNew-HavenWeitAssodatjon, • 





225 




2 50 




200 




3 50 




3 50 




3 25 




3 25 




400 




300 


- 


450 




231 7S 



JVb. 2. Pm/menU by the Treasurer ^ from June 16, 1821, to June 17, 1822. 

1821. 

Aug. 13. To P. B. Gleason & Co. for printing Minutes, - - - 30 50 
To Copying Minutes, &c, 5 00 

g35 50 



JV*0. 3. General Statement, 
Balance on hand June 16, 1821, . • . • 
Receipts as above, fiom June 16, 1821, to June \7» 1822, 



Disbursements as above, 
Balance on hand, June 17, 1822. 



15 47 
- 31 75 

47 22 
35 50 

gU 72 



ABEL FLINT, Treaeurer. 
Hartford, 17th June, 1822. 

This certifies, that I have examined the accounts of Rev. Dr. Flint, as 
Treasurer of the General Association of Connecticut for the year ending 17th 
June, 1822, and that I find a balance in the Treasury, of Eleven Dollars and 
Seventy-Two Cents. 

C. CHAPIN, MdUvr. 
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No. III. ' 

Report on the State ofReligum. 

It was the privilege of this Association, at its last session, to Report a work 
of dhrine gfrace, powerful in its operation, great in its extent, and delight- 
ful and animating in its effects. While we looked upon the sUtely goings 
of God among us ; the ease with which sinners, in multitudes, were turned 
from the ways of sin and death to those of holiness and salvation, we hardly 
allowed ourselves to anticipate the embarrassments into which we should 
fall, or the gloom which we should feel, when the Holy Spirit should, in a 
great measure, be withdrawn. 

We now review a different year. A year, however, not without many 
traces of divine goodness toward the churches under our charge ; though a 
year, which, m many sections of the State, discloses to us the condition and 
character of man, in the absence of divine grace. 

The revivals of religion, which were in a happy progress, at the time of 
the last session of this body, continued, for months, in some instances, into 
the year which now closes. The city of New-Haven is the only places in 
which, after a decline of the work of grace, there has been any considerable 
revival of it But in many places the rich fruits of it have been realized in 
large accessions to the churches. These clusters of the vines, together with 
the cflesnings from the State at large, presented to us in the returns of the 
several district associations, enable us to state, that something more than 
three thousand persons of our denomination have^ during the vear past, 
made a public profession of D^lig^n. 

With fervent gratitude to Him, who, by his power, preserves his saints in 
the faith, we receive assurance^ that apostacies of recent professors are veiy 
rarely to be found. The complaint, however, is, from several regions, 
wide as the territories of district associations, that there is, in the churches, 
a general diminution of religious zeal ; a decline of social prayer; and, in 
the world, a resuscitation of the usual spirit and forms of vice. That awe, 
which, while the power of divine grace was manifestly present, pervaded 
almost every unsanctified mind, is gone ; and the reproofs of the gospel are 
now avoided, or when heard are disregarded. The natural state of man 
comes forth to our view, as a testimonial, though a deplorable testimonial, 
of the truth of the bible. 

While God has suffered the depravity of man, thus to confirm his word, 
he has not left himself without witness, in that he hath sent the rain of his 
special grace upon some of our churches and parishes which has made them 
as m weU watered gardea Upoif^the first parish in Litchfield, there is at 
present, and there has been, for several months past, a copious effusion of 
the Holy Spirit Suffield, Wilton, Porofiret, West and South Woodstock, 
Killingly, and Exter have been blessed with a revival of religion. Norwalk 
and New-Canaan are also refreshed, and two or three other places in their^ 
vicinity, and a few ekewhere, share, in a less degree, the precious blessing. 



IS State ofRdgion. 

The instnictiofi of children on the Sabbath continues its happy and hope* 
fill prog^ress, without abatement The interests of relig^ in the Heathen 
Mi89ion>School« at Ck>nwall, and in Yale-College, and especially* in the de- 
partment of charity-students, still present a pleasing aspect. 

Upon the ministry of the gospel in the State, we look, not without some 
melancholy reflections, nor without some anxiety. Not that any thing has 
intexTupted our harmony, or in the least diversified our creed. Not ttiat we 
would overlook the kindness of the Head of the church in recently giTing 
worthy pastors to some of our needy churches, thereby setting his seal to 
the usefulness of our Domestic Missionaiy Society, and crowning, with joy* 
ful success, the efforts of other churches, themselves, to sustain the tnstita* 
tions of religion. But a painful fact we must acknowledge. The company 
of those who proclaim the gospel b somewhat diminished. Three have 
slept in death ; two of the aged fathers, and one brother in the midst of his 
days, with whose life, many of our hopes were extinguished. This is the 
monitory work of God, to whose rebuke we silently submit. But the inroad 
upon our fraternity, which fills us with the most concern for tlie welfare of 
our Zion, is the unprecedented number of our dismissions, which has oc- 
curred, within the last six months. We can only hope in God, that these 
distressing events are not the result of causes which are still to multiply 
similar calamities and fears. He can confirm our standing : He can repair 
our breaches. 

With this confidence we compose our minds to contemplate the fact, that 
the ministers and churches of our connection are still blessed with union of 
faith and great peace. He who has been around our little abode, fat walls 
and for bulwarks, we rejoice to learn, has saved us fr^m the irruption of 
any new heresies ; and He who has been in the midst of us, for our gloiy, 
has spared our eyes from beholding an increase of such as have long been 
among us. 

On the whole, reviewing our occasions for humiliation, and our causes for 
anxiety, we find encouragement, much encouragement, to pray and not fiunt ; 
to labour and not be weary. To the people of our charges we can return, 
and to all our constituents we can look and say, be of good courage ; hope 
in God ; wait prayerfully upon him ; maintain the faith ; search for wisdom 
as for hid treasure ; ask, universally, and, with an importuoity not to be 
diverted, for the Holy Spirit ; and, in due time, ye shall reap, if ye faint 
not. 

To the report of the delegation from the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, we have listened, with deep interest In this very extend- 
ed and increasing section of the American chureh, they call us to the con- 
templation of a vast number and variety of spectacles, powerfully calculated 
to awaken our sympathies— of departments of country, which, for siz^ seem 
to us like counties and states, whose population is numbered, in some in- 
stances, by tens and hundreds of thousands, but which are almost destitute 
of the preaching of the gospel On the other hand, they invite us to notice 
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the prosperity and usefulness of many of their benevolent institutions ; Ule 
increased number of their missionaries, furnished by the Theological Setni- 
naiy at Princeton ; the cheering facts, that a majority of the students in 
Hamilton College, afe hopefully pious ; and tliat seventy out of two hundsd 
amd forty at Union College are of the same character : And^ especially, do 
they call on us to rejoice with them, over, not less than eighty of thtu* 
congregations, blessed with the special effusion of div'me grace. 

The report received from Massachusetts is, that Williams College, tW 
Collegiate Charitable Institution at Amherst, and the Theological Seminaif 
at Andover, are in a prosperous condition ; that in those parts of the stat^ 
wheK error has made the most alarming progress, the friends of evangeli* 
cal truth uppear to be gaining strength and courage ; and that the benevo- 
lent enterprises of the day are fostered with increasing interest and efficiency. 
Upon some parts of the state, and especially upon the county of Berkshire^ 
God has copiously poured out his Spirit. Almost the whole county has 
been refreshed. In seven parishes the work has been very great ; and in 
five, not less than as many hundreds have been added to the churches. A 
cheering circumstance noticed m the effects of this revival is, the conversifSi 
of an unusual number of men of education and influence^ who have appeand 
publicly on the side of truth. 

The intelligence from New Hampshire is, on the whole^ encouragingr^ 
Domestic Missionary efforts have been attended with considerable success. 
The moral waste, which, in years past, has been a subject of lamentation^ 
has been somewhat narrowed ; and the condition of many feeble parishes 
tuts been improved. More general seriousness is visible in the state ; and 
institutions and woiics of chanty are multiplied. Half the students in 
Dartmouth College are hopefully pious. At Union Academy, whose oper«> 
tions are now revived, provision is made for the support of twenty charity 
students. Five parishes are named, in which there is now a work of special 
grace. In some of these, and in some not named, we are informed, a general 
attention to religion is excited ; and in some, the number of hopeful con* 
verts is equal to the number of families. 

The delegate from the Convention of theCong^gational and Presbyterian 
Churches in Vermont states, that within their limits, more than half the 
churches are destitute of pastors ; and that many of them are quite incom- 
petent to support the gospel. The result is, a great prevalence of careless- 
ness, error and sin. On the other hand, they speak of other and glonous 
thjng^. On the western section of the state, God, the last summer, exten- 
sively poured out his holy Spirit ; and at present, showers of divine g^ace 
axe descending upon Thetford, Randolph, two societies in Norwich; and 
less copiously u[K)n some other places on the eastern side. As fruits o? the 
first work, some hundreds have been added to the churches ; the latter pre- 
sents, in some towns, from one hundred and fif^y to two hundred converts. 

The delegate from the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode-Island informs 
VBf that this ecclesiastical body is composed of nine churches, with six 
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paftorSy two of whom are collegiate. They have two temporary labourers 
in that part of the vineyard. Some of their churches are large, and some 
ait very small. No recent revirals of religion hare been experienced. 
Ode church has lately been organized, and furnished with a house for wor- 
ship, and with a pastor, on what was before a wide-spreading moral waste ; 
aid which is still, with the exception of this verdant spot, a land neither 
sown nor watered. Great solicitude is felt, by the friends of religion, for 
missionary M. ; and it is believed, that in the state at large, the prejudices 
igainst regular and useful religious institutions have, in some measure, de- 
creased ; and that a more cheering prospect is opening for Zion. 



No. IV. 
Report coDceming Doctor Everesfa Will. 

The Commiteet appoifOed to take huo connderatitm the ewmtumcaUen from the 
Executor of the Uut vnU of Doctor Solomon Evereot, ofCanton^ in vkich he 
hao made certain bequeoto to the MUuonary Society and General AioociO' 
tion of Connecticut^ beg leave to report : 

1. That, in their opinion, it is expedient for the Missionary Society, now 
in session, to appoint a Committee, to confer with the executor pf the said 
will, and determine, whether the bequests to the Society shall be received, 
as soon as convenient, in promissory notes and obligations, or in cash, from 
toe to time, as the executor may collect and pay it over; and, that In 
either case, the Treasurer of the Missionary Society of Connecticut shall 
receive the property, and manage it for the benefit of tlie Society. 

2. That the same Committee be empowered and requested, by the Gen- 
eral Association, to nuike a like arrangement, at their discretion, with the 
executor, in regard to the bequest last mentioned in tlie will, and to decide 
to which of the objects specified, vix, the purchasing and distribution of 
Bibles and Tracts, the education of indigent and pious young men for the 
Gospel ministry, or in aid of the Domestic Missionary Society of Connecti- 
cut, the income of the present year, if there be any, shall be appropriated ; — 
and that the principal, whenever paid over, shall be kept and managed as a 
permanent fund, agreeably to what appears to have been the intention of the 
doncB^, 

3. It is respectfully recommended, that the Committee consist of three 
peivons, and, as the selection is a matter of considerable importance, it 
might be expedient for the Association to appoint a Committee of nomina- 
tiofi. I 
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No. V- 
Repcrt e&nceming Uie Socidyfcr Ou benefU of (he Indians* 

The constitution and list of officers of the Society for the benefit of the 
Indians, recently formed at the city of Washington, having been laid before 

m 

this Association — 

Voted, That we highly approve of the object of said Society ; and, con- 
sidering the wide range ^d importance of its proposed enquiries, and the 
number and talents of its officers, we cherish the hope of much good to re- 
sult from the institution, and pledge our cordial co-operation. 



No. Vl. 
Concerning the power of ex parte Councils. 

The Committee^ appointed by the General ^atociatian on the question, ** Ha* 
an Ex Parte Council authority to organixe a Church from the members of 
€tnother gospel church, without the content of the church to lohich tuch mem* 
bert belong f* respectfully report : 

The principle has long been maintained among pro&stants, that .causes 
may exist, which justify, in some form or other, a separation of some of its 
members firom a church professedly christian. Of course, it must have been 
an opinion among them, that there exists, somewhere, a competent author- 
ity by which tfaose^ who are thus separated, may be regularly formed into a 
distinct church. It therefore becomes an inquiry whether the members of 
a gospel church may lawfully separate or be separated from it without its con* 
senit and if this be admitted, whether an ex parte council is the tribunal 
to wtuch such authority is imparted by Christ, or by the consent of the 
churches. 

. Your Committee in giiong an answer to the question referred to them, 
will 

L Explain their views of the nature of a gospel church. 

IL Give their views of the nature of an ex parte council— and 

in. Attempt to show that an ex parte council has no authority to oigan- 
ize a church from the members of another gospel church, without the con- 
sent of the church to which they belong. 

I. ^ gospel church we shall define to be, a body of faithful persons who 
proless to be the disciples of Christ ; who maintain the doctrines of the gos- 
pel ; and who have^ either explicitly or implicitly, covenanted to walk togeth- 
er in the enjoyment of christian ordinances, and the discharge of christian 
duties. It is a volui|taTy associatbn for religious purposes, on cerUun terms 
which are understood by the parties ; an association professing no {Principles 
and performing no acts which destroy its christian character. 'It is not 
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wished* however^ to confine the definition to an individual assembly. Let 
it be extended to a naUon, a continent, or the gbbe. It is a body, either 
more or less eztensive, according to the dififerent vtews of tliose who compose 
it, professedly christian ; embracing the fundamental doctrines of the gos- 
pel, owning Christ as a master, and acting so far in accordance with its pro- 
fessions as not to destroy its christian character. 

We do not, however, deem it at all necessary, in order to decide the ques- 
tion before us, to determine what principles or practices are such as would 
be a forfeiture of the name of a gofpel church, by the body which embra- 
ced them. If those who wish to separate from a church w:ll admit that it is 
a gpospel churcli ; if it is recognized as such by other churches ; and es- 
pecially by those who compose an ex parte council, and this is supposed in 
the question submitted to your 0>mmittee, we feel sure of ground on which 
a correct and definite decision of the question may be made. 

II. By an ex parte council we understand, a council called by one wf tw 
partiet in a cate of ^onroverty, and vrithout the content of the other / and cat' 
led to decide, either directly or indirectly, on the conduct or charai $er of the 
party, which dioavotoa ^tB jurisdiction. It is a tribunal created b} the party 
who calls it, and created fhr the sole purpose of judging in his own case. 
Ordinarily it is an expo»tficto tribunal, the creature of an indvidual, or of a 
party, who feels injured by the decision of others, usually of a church with 
whom he has common concerns. A tribunal, before which the aggrieved 
party has no authority to cite those who have aggrieved him, and trequently 
no means of br<nging any testimony but his own, and in his own favor. We 
define an ex p.trte council, one that is called by a party in controversy, -with' 
out the consent of the other party ; for if tlie party which is accounted the 
transgressor, concedes to the aggrieved the right, or privilege, to select his 
own tribunal, it then becomes virtuulU a mutual council 

m. We shall attempt :o sliow that such a council has no authority to or- 
ganize a chureh, from tlie members of another gospel church, without the 
consent of the church to which they belong. 

Firtt, Such an authority never has been acknowledged in the churches, 
or if acknowledged by any, it is inconsistent witli, and subversive of other 
principles by them adopted. This proposition we shall illustrate, by refer- 
ring to facts, and principles found in the history, or the acknowledged fornix 
ulas of the churches. 

It seems to have been the opinion of the first reformers, that no members 
might lawfully separate from a church ag^nst its consent, unless that 
church had by error, in doctrine and practice, forfeited its claim to the name 
of a goopel church. On this principle, Luther, and other early reformflrs 
remained in the Romish communion, a long time after they saw that many 
things among the papists were extremely erroneous. Conceiving that they 
were botmd to remain by their covenant engagements, and dreading the ain 
of schism, they laboured to bring about a reformation, without hastily sepa- 
rating frofn the papal communion. And it was not until they were coii?in- 
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cedf that the Romish church was no longer a church of Christ, that they 
withdrew and formed other churches. Whatever council they sought, they 
acted on the principle, that their obligations to remain in the Romish com- 
munion were at an end, on account of that communion having become anti- 
christian. 

It was not, however, on precisely the same principle, that the fitst dis- 
senters withdrew ftom the communion of the protestant church in England, 
and formed distinct churches. They plead that, liberty of conscience '<h the 
unalienable right of every man ; that no one has any authority, by the laws 
of Christ, to impose creeds or ceremonies on another, contrary to his con- 
science, and to make these indispensable terms of communion : and that a 
man may lawfully dissent. and withdraw where he cannot conscientiously 
imite, or where compulsion and persecution are used to make him conform. 
When, therefore, ministers were ejected for non-conformity, and private 
christians were prohibited meeting for religious worship, except all the es- 
tablished forms were used, they often believed a separation necessary and 
justifiable, on the principle that liberty of conscience is every man's impre- 
•criptable right ** Accordingly" their historian remarks, ** m the year 1566, 
after prayer and a serious debate with their friends, about the lawfulness 
and necessity of separating from the established church, they came to this 
agreement ; that, since they could not have the word of God preached, nor 
the sacraments administered, without idolcOrouM Gtare^ and since there had 
been a congregation at London, in Queen Mary's time, which used a book and 
order of preaching,— and discipline which the great Mr. Calvin approved of, 
and which was free from the superstitions of the English service, that there- 
fore^ it was their duty, in their present circumstances, to break ofTfrom the 
pablic churches, and assemble as they bad opportunity in private houses, or 
elsewhere, to worship God in a manner that might not offend against the 
light of their consciences." ^eal^a i§ut. Pur voL 1. p, 353. 

The mode of discipline was unquestionably similar to that of the church in 
Scotland, which recognizes the principles of Presbyterian government; 
and the light in which they would have viewed the question before us, mat be 
easily gathered from the following extracts, selected from the form of disci- 
pline adopted by them in 1635. '* It is lawful and agreeable to the word of 
Goc^ that the church be governed by several sorts of assemblies, which at'e 
congregational, classical, and synodical. These assemblies have power to 
hear and determine such causes as do orderly come before them. It is 
lawful and agreeable to the word of God, that there be a wbo>dmation of 
congregational, classical, provincial and national assemblies for the govern* 
ment of the church." J^eaXe^ vol 5, p. 349. 

In such a system of church government, it is evident, none of the churches 
coold recognize the authority of an ex parte council, as all the tribunals, for 
their ecclesiastical affairs, were fixed with the right of appeal from the low- 
er to the Mgher. On their principles, they could not admit the right of any 
of their members to appeal from their decisbn, to any other than the regu- 
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larly esUblished tribunals. And those members, who separated themselTvs 
from any church without its consent, would be considered as separating 
from all the churches of their communion. In support of this constmction, 
let it be noted, that previous to this period^ in 1572, tlie leading puritans in 
a written confession of their iaith say : " We think it unlawful to withdraw 
from the chiut^h where the word is truly preached ; the sacraments sincerely 
administered ; and true ecclesiastical discipline exercised. Yet we belkre 
that God's children, when they are threatened with persecution, and when 
the church doors are shut against them, may draw themselves into private 
assemblies, ^nd whoMoever refuteth to be tubject to thete congregatioru, re- 
witteih the orMnancet of God. We affirm that no church ought to exercue 
rule or lordahip over another, ^eale, vol 1. p, 304. 

About the year 1580, the Independents, or Brownists, made their appear- 
ance. They professed to justify their separation from the establidied 
church, not only because it persecuted, but was also corrupt. They utterly 
denied it to be a gospel church. Their system was, that every church ought 
to be confined within the limits of a single congregation, and that the gov- 
ernment ought to be democrat ical. When a church was to be gathered, 
such as desired to be members made a confession of their faith, in the pres> 
ence of each other, and signed a covenant, obliging themselves to walk 
together according to certain rules therein contained. This covenant, they 
maintained, constituted those who owned it, a visible church. Hiey main- 
tained also, that the whole power of admitting and excluding members, was 
in the brotherhood. When the number of communicants was larger than 
could meet in one place, the church divided, and chose new officers from 
among themselves, living together as sister churches. One church might 
not exercise jurisdiction or authority over another ; but each might give the 
other advice, or admonition, if it walked disorderly, or abandoned the capital 
truths of the gospel ; and if the offending church did not receive iht admo- 
nition, the others were to vithdraw and puhHchf to diee/wn them a» a church 
of Chritt, The powers of the church officers, even in the administration of 
the sacraments and preaching, were confined within the limits of their own 
society." JWafc, t»/. 1. p. 378—9. 

It is not easily seen, how, on their principles, any part of the members of a 
churoh could be formed into a separate church, without the consent of that 
church. 

On the accession of James I. the opinions of the most rigid puritans, as 
stated by Mr. Bradshaw in his defence of them, were : " That Christ has 
not subjected any church to any other superior ecclesiastical tribunal than 
that which is within itself.** J^eale, vol 3. p. 86. 

These were the principles early adopted by the Independents, and it is 
evident from their history, that they retained them afterwards, as to all es- 
sential points. In proof of this, we refer to their petition, presented to par- 
liament in 1645, and to the Savoy confession, adopted by the congregational 
churches in 1658. In this confession, we find the following prmciples : 
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That ev^ particuljur society of Tisible professors, agreeing to roaUc together 
in tlie £uth and order of the gospel, is a complete church, and has full ptnoer 
taitldn itoelf^ to elect and ordain ail church ojficerM, to exclude all offendert^ and 
to do all other act* relating to the xoeU being of the church. Nor may any 
person be added to the church as a private member, but by the consent of 
the church." JVeaZe, vol 4.p. 216. 

As the degree of indulgence' extended to the non-conformists varied, we 
find that they made circumstantial variations in their articles of agreement 
and discipline, for the purpose of remedying inconveniences, which were 
found to result from the independent mode of church government. These 
variations brought their government nearer to the Presbyterian or Consocia- 
tiooal form. In the year 1692, when, in consequence of the revolution in 
the British government, the Dissenters were more at liberty to reg^ulate their 
ecclesiastical affairs, according to tlieir own views, the Presbyterian and 
Congregational churches framed arttclea of agreement, which were subse- 
quently adopted by many of the New-England churches. In these articles 
it is stated : " That a visible professor, joined to a particular church, ought 
to continue stedfast with the said church, and not forsake the ministry and 
ordinances there dispensed, without an orderly seeking a recommendation to 
another church ; which ought to be given, when the case of a person appa- 
rently requires it ; that none of our particular churches shall be subordinate 
one to another; each being endued with equality of power from Jesus 
Christ; and that Tione of the particular churchet, their officer or officert, shall 
exerdte any ponoer, or any ntperiority over any other church or their qficen ; 
that we ontght not to admit any one to be a member tf mwretpective congrega- ' 
tien»f vho hath joined hinuelf to another, without endeavourg of mutiuU aatto* 
faction ^the congregation concerned ; that one church ought not to blame the 
proeeedingo f^ another, until it hath heard what that church charged, its elder » 
or meuengera can tay in vindication of thenuelvea** 

Platform, p. 100. Edit. 1770. 

Now it is perfectly evident, that an ex parte council cannot exercise the 
authority supposed in the question before us, without aaauming power over a 
church of Christ, and blaming the proceedings of another church, which has 
not been heard concerning what it can say in its own vindication. All 
churches, therefore, that adopted these heads of agreement, virtually disa- 
vowed the jurisdiction of such councils ; and Dr. Mather observes, that 
these principles were acted upon in New-England, some decads of years be- 
fore they were adopted in Great-Britain. 

As the early churches in New -England were composed of persons, who 
came hither tliat they might enjoy the religious liberty, which they believed 
to be their ri|^t : and as they were not restrained by the penal ecclesiastical 
laws of Great Britain, they settled their rules of church government accord- 
ing to their own views. It will readily be supposed, that they adopted 
much the same principles in church government, as the Independents of 
their mother countr>'* Still, they often found Independency a thing of un- 
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wieldly management ; and often it wia, as a oekbnted &tlier of Ibe 
churchea has leroarked, •'a apetiking aiiatocraey, in the face of a siknt de- 
mociacy.*' They soon found that it waa not expedient for the churches to 
be, <« aaao many ahipa Uumched aingly on the ocean." Efforta weit, there- 
fore;, early made to frame and adopt some eccleaiaatical oonstitutkNi* whidr 
ahould unite the churchea from infringing on their righta. But if we trace 
their principles aa developed in their history, particularly in te transactioiia 
of the Synoda, convened in 1638, 1648, 1663, and 1679, ve dudl find ^mj 
would never have admitted that right in councils, which an affiraia- 
tive answer to the question before us must involve. Tbey, indeed, acknowi* 
edged that ^* general councila were an ordinance of Chriat ( in aome caaei 
espt*dient and neoesaaty ; that their bosiness was to give light and advice in 
weighty concerns ; and bear teatimony against corruption in doctrine and 
morals. But still they denied that such councils had any jundicial power.** 

TrumbniSi^ va/. !.>. 297. 

In the General Synod of the New-England chtuvhes, held 1648, the Pht^ 
form of Congregational Church IMscipline waa adopted. Thia states that, 
** a company of professed believers ecclesiastically confederate, is a body 
furnished with sufficient power for its prttervaiUn and rafttiffenre.** We 
here remark, that the principle recognised in this article, cuts off all pow« 
er from any council, whoK authority a church does not admit, to take 
members from such a church without its consent For if a oounol may 
remove a part, it may any part, however great ; and thus the church is not 
left with sufficient power for its own preeervatkm and ntbmetenee. 

The Platform ala6 observes, ** Church members may not remove, or de- 
part from one church, and so one from another as they please^ without just 
and weighty cause. They who are joined with consent should not dqmt 
without consent, unless forced thereunto, if a membei's departure be mani- 
festly unsafe and sinful, the church may not consent thereto i for in so doing 
they should partake with him in hia sin." See also the 38th Article of the 
Savoy Confession. 

By a reference to the Platform it will be seen, that the General Synod of 
New- England did not recognize the right of synods or general councils to 
perform any acts which might dismember a regular gospel church. They 
allowed not even to a council of neighbour churchea any other power 
than barely to admonish, or advise a church that erred. They did not admit 
the right of individuals to separate from an erring church until all proper 
meaaures had been taken to reclaim it, nor until a decree of non-communion 
had been passed against it by the S)iiod, or a coundl of neighbmtr churehef, 
wAen a greater cmUd not be had And even then they were not allowed to 
separate on the advice of an ex parte council, strictly apeaking, but with 
the allowance of neighbour churches. If any members should withdraw 
from their own church without its consent ; or if an ex parte council ahonld 
form such members into a distinct church, before the church from iHiich 
they were taken was excommtmicatad, the principleBof the Platferm woold 
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€Onclemn luefa pioeeedmps. Indeed, the PUtfonn finds no place for ex ]iai1e 
ooancils, and assigns no serrioes to them ; but Cotton Mather, in his Xaiio 
JDi9ciptuuBt notices them, and probably states the only cireamstances in 
which any of the early New-England churches deemed them admissible.-— 
When speaking of the remedy which an aggrieved member has, he says, 
^ The person aggrieved applies himself to the pastor, and by him to the 
duirch, with humble remonstrances of the hardships which he apprdiends 
used upon him, desiring them to review his case ; and if this don't obtain, 
tben to accommodate him in calling a council of neighbouring churches, 
chosen with mutual satisfaction, to judge of proceedings. If they reflise to 
do it, he may do it without them, only still informing them what he does.'* 
A legal decision of Chief Justice Parsons on this point, is in correspondence 
with this opinion of Dr. Blather. See Report of first church in Worcester, 
pi«C9 48. 49. 

The principle, that a church has entire jurisdiction over its own members, 
ia, indeed, generally maintained by the Independents. Thus the associated 
pvesbyteries of Moms county and their vicinity, in their Brief Account say : 
** Aparticular visible church, constituted accotUing to the scriptural pattern, 
may decide in all cases of discipline, and its decision cannot be lawfully re- 
versed by any jurisdiction under heaven. The great Head of the church, 
in his directions concerning discipline, neither warrants nor permits an apped 
from the judgment of a particular church. If such a church rejects an of- 
fender, all christians are bound to treat him as a heathen man and a publican . 
and though churches may err in their judgment, they are accountable for 
their conduct in the court of heaven only." Page 7% 

HaUane^ in his View of the social worship and ordinances observed by the 
first churches, renuu^o, ** The apostolic churches must have been completely 
independent of each other. Jesus Christ has not even permitted an indi- 
vidual to transfer to a church that subjection which is only due to himself. 
Far less can we suppose that he has g^tven one church or churches dominion 
over others." Page iS&^In the opinion of this writer, who has been of 
smne note among the Dissenters of Scotland, churches lose the chamcter of 
apostolic churches, when they give up their individual independence, or per- 
mit any council extraneous to their body to decide for them, either in pomts 
of doctrine or cases -of discipline. 

In the writings of Independents, we find their ^ws of what are justifiable 
causes of separation, and of the circumstances which render it a duty to 
separate. The more rigid Independents have maintained that the greater 
^degree of edification is the thing to be considered in determining us ta re- 
main with a church, or depart from it ; and they have maintained correctly, 
that our covenant obligations to Christ are superior to those by which we 
are bound to a church ; so that we may stay in the communion of a church 
no longer than we can stay and obey him. Tetthen we may not lightly de* 
part Dr. Watts indeed says, ** A person may depart without the churdi's 
consent.** But it is oidy when ^ his reasons for departure are just and 
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good, and when in such a caae they refuse to dismiss him*" Both he and 
they* therefore* must decide on the weight of his leaaons, and if they do not 
agree* it must be left to an acknowledged council, or if this is denied, then 
there exists the case* when* according to Dr. Mather* an ex parte council is 
admissible. Or he can depart* taking the responsibility on himself* appealing 
to the tribunal of Jesus Christ. And though Dr. Owen observes* ** No man 
is or can be obligated to confine himself to the communion of any particular 
church any longer than it is for his edification ;** yet it is when *' such n 
church i^ves no repre sen tation of the holiness of Christ or bis doctrine ; 
and when it do«t imi* cannot, viU not reform,*' that person* must ^thdmw. 
Of course* it cannot be known that this state of thiagB exists until afler 
fittthful efforta are made to reform it. Dr. Owen* therefore* would have 
justified no council in aepatatii^ members from a church without its con- 
sent* until they were fuUy satisfied that such a church was essentially cor« 
rapt ; that due pains had been taken to reform it* arid that it revised to 
feibnn. ^ It would then be a serious inquiry, whether sudi a church could 
be owned as a gospel church. See Watts' Pastoral Office* p. 49, and Owen on 
Church Communion* p. 47, 48. The Independent s, whose opinions are stated 
by Mr. Haldane* would certainly deny it, and* while th^ would stremioasly 
oppose the authority of an ex parte council, they would maintain that Jesus 
Christ authorizes no member to withdraw from a church with wluch be is 
connected* unless ** such a church has departed from the doctrines of the 
gospel { from the spirit, as wdl as the laws of Jesus Christ ; and will not 
Bufier exhortation on the subject* nor submit to the word." And if any 
member withdraws, from what they call a gospel church, that* and all oter 
chnrcfaes are bound to treat him as a heathen man and a publican. 

Your Committee have turned thdr attention to tiie opinions of chnrcfaes, 
or of men who have separated horn other churches, to this extent, from the 
persussion that, if the churches have never recognized any such aatliority 
in an ex parte council* an exhibition of the general opinions of the dissenting 
churches might more clearly display the arrogance of councils who^ by as- 
suming such authority, lord it over God's heritage. And so lar ss we un- 
derstand the ideas of Dissenters and Independents, and their systems of 
church discipline and fellowship, it is plain they have never intentionslly 
admitted any such authority in an ex parte council as an affirmative aribwer 
to the question must imply. 

Secondly. We further observe, that no ouch OMthority to gwen hy the word 
of God, The scripture furnishes no example of an ex parte counciL The 
council at Jerusalem, before which a cause was carried from Antioch* was 
either a fixed and acknowledged tribunal, as being under the guidanee of 
inspired men ; or it was a council mutually chosen' by the parties. 

Thirdfy, Your Committee also believe that it may be proved from general 
principles, that an ex parte council has no authority to fiitm a church fitnn 
the members of another gospel church without its consent. 

The great Head of the dnuch has* unquestionably* instituted such a gov. 
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emment in his church as is sufficient to secure its best interests, snd has 
placed somewhere a tribunal competent, so far as a mere human tribunal 
can be competent, to decide all cases that require juridical interference^ or 
a tribunal from whose dacision there is no appeal except to himself ; and no 
church member can refuse subjection to that power without being consid- 
ered by such power as rebelling agunst its authority. Whatever the decis- 
ion of the supreme tribunal may be^ erery other christian community also, 
which acknowledges the christian character of the community under that 
tribunal, is bound to regard as final its decisions in reUtion to all who are, 
or who have been of its communion. Our Lord has made it a duty to jaeld 
subjection to the powers that be, no less in ecclesiastical than in civil gov- 
ernment, and whoso resisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of God. 
It by no means invalidates this principle that the supreme power may com- 
mand a subject to do a thing absolutely sinfuL The subject must, in all 
cases, either yield obedience, or bear the penalty annexed to a refusaL We 
admit at the same time that every person is bound by the law of conscience. 
The authority of God forbids lum to violate his conscience. What, then, is 
bis duty, if the supreme power require of him, what he cannot in conscience 
do ? He must follow conscience ; but he must submit to the penalty annexed 
to non<compliance. If he suffers this, government is satisfied. 

Though diristians have differed much in opinion as to what constituted 
the supreme judicature, yet in eveiy form of church government, there has 
been this supreme tribunal, whose decision has, by those of that resort, 
been esteemed final. With Roman Catholics, it has been the Pope or a 
General Council With Protestants, a Bishop, a King and Pariiament ; a 
National Convention, a General Assembly, a Consociation, or an individual 
church, according to the respective views of dilTerent sects or parties. But 
place the supreme tribunal where you will, its judgment ought to be ac- 
counted final. Its decisions ought to control all the members of its comr 
munion ; and its decisbns, respecting its own members, must govern all 
churches of every name in their conduct towards those memben, if they 
admit the christian character of those who constitute such a tribunal. Oth* 
erwise they set themselves up as judges over a tribunal which they acknow- 
ledge to be supreme. With those who admit that a coiuodaiiofi, or a general 
anembUf, is the highest tribunal, it would be accounted usurpation for one 
consociation or one general assembly to reverse the decision of another. Such 
a proceeding would be accounted unchristian, and such a judgment would \fe 
disregarded by the body which claimed the original jurisdiction. And 
among Independents, it is equally usurpation for one church, or for any 
number of churehes, to reverse the decisions, or authoritatively to inter- 
fere in the concents of an individual church. Every member is bound to 
nequiesce in the will of the church with which he united, or to suffer its cen- 
sures. And no church, or body of churches, has any authority to mterpose 
in any other way, in any of the concerns of the churdi» than by advice to 
the church itself. They cannot consistently hear the case of an aggrieved 
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member, ibr the piupote of correcting the deeisioii of the chnrch to whlck 
such member belonged, without setting up their authority as superior to 
that of the church ; and thus yuriUAlly condemning it as having acted an 
unchristian part, and even denying its gospel character. It may be urged* 
that a church, among Independents, or the supreme tribunals in Consocisted, 
Presbyterian, or Episcopal churches, are liable to err. Their decision mayc 
be unjust. This is granted s and so may a supreme court in civil mstteni. 
It may then be asked, if a church or council of churches, has not a right, 
in such a case, to interfere and grant relief to the oppressed or injured 
party f We answer, no. They have no authority over the supreme tribunal, 
nor over any that are under its jumsdiction. They cannot interfere, author- 
itatively, in the least degree, witltout trampling on its r.g^ts, and disavowing 
it as a gospel church, or a gospel tribunal. Other churcht^a, or ecclesias- 
tical tribunals, have unquestionably a right to advise aikd admonish churches 
and tribunals which err. They have a right to decide for themselves wheth- 
er a church has become heretical or not ; whether it has forfeited its chris- 
tian character or not, and to regulate their conduct towards it according to 
such decisions ; for .all which they are accountable to Christ. But that th^ 
have a right to advise aggrieved members to withdraw from a church, which 
they acknowledge as a gospel church, without its consent ; or to advise 
them to any other course, tlian to carry their cause to the h^^faest trilmnal 
which that church acknowledges, and to abide its decision ; or that thejy 
have a right to form such members into a church ; or to recognize them as 
• gospel church, however formed^ if fQrmed without the content of the cAmrek 
to which they belonged / we cannot adroit We believe such proceeciings are 
entirely contrary to the spirit of the gospel, and to the duties which Christ 
has enjoined on the churches towsrds each other, as they are directly sub- 
versive of all ecclesiastical authority. When difficulties arise in a church, 
which result in the excommunication of a part, or in the withdrawing of a 
part to form a separate church ; other churches, unquestionably, have the 
right of deciding which shall be treated aa christians, or as a church ; bat 
it is evident they cannot, with propriety, treat both parties as chrisUans in 
regular standing And they must either sanction the doings of the church, 
whose gospel character they have before recognized, and hold no ooinmun* 
ion with the separated members : or if they recognize the gospel standing 
of such members, they must withdraw all fellowship from the original 
church, and decide that it is no longer to be treated ss a church of Christ 
Is there then no relief for sn aggrieved member } We answer, Injoro £ccfe- 
n«, there is none on the terms stated in the question before us. If it is a 
gospel church, which he supposes has judged wrong in his esse, and the 
cause hss gone up to the highest tribunal which that church acknowledges ; 
then no other gospel church can consistently help him, so long ss they treat 
such a church as a sister church. The same is true in relation to any 
higher tribunal acknowledged by the churches. 
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Still we believe a member or members may be injured ; that they may 
conscientiously withdraw, and indeed that cases may occur in which they 
«re bound to withdraw from a church with which the\ have been united. 
But it is when they cannot stay without sin, and in such a case as tliey 
cannot do what the church enjoins them to do without sinning, they are 
bound to sumbit to its censures ; to bear the penalty of non-compliance, and 
leave the decision of their cause to the g^reat day. We admit that there may 
be cases, when persons, after they are excommunicated, or have seceded, 
may embody in church state, or even seek admission into other churches. 
In all this they may be acting conscientiously, and Christ may at tlie great 
day approve of their conduct. But then the church from which they have 
separated can never own them as brethren, unless it confess its error in re- 
fusing to let them go, or in censuring them for not complying with its re- 
quirements. Neither can any other church ever recognize such persons as 
christians in regular standing, or churches so formed as gospel churches, 
unless it withdraw all communion with the origiiud church, or until that 
church ind its separate members are reconciled on gospel lerms.-^— The 
great prmciple is this ; that loe may not touch the tupreme tribunal vhtcH 
Chriat ha9 mMtituted ; and which exitts in every chvrch, or every body of church' 
e», according' to itf own principlea. Every christian and every church are 
bound sacredly to refrain from touching the supreme authorit)', which every 
other christian with whom they are concerned acknowledges. For instance, 
if one recognizes the Consociation as the supreme tribunal to which he is 
amenable, no other ecclesiastical tribunal may interpose witli any superior 
power to relieve anyone from the decision of Consociation. And so, if the 
power that has been acknowledged supreme by the person who asks your 
help, is the highest tribunal in the Episcopal church or an Independent 
church, no other ecclesiastical body, of whatever name, which recognizes the 
gospel character of the church that acknowledges such a tribunal, can inter- 
fere to reverse the decision of any such tribunal without opposing the laws 
of Christ. 

If a member withdraws from a church without its consent, it is its duty 
to pronounce the tentenie of excotmmtnication against him, and to treat him as 
an excommunicated person ; and to treat m the tame way all churches which 
acknowledge him as a christian in regular standing. Some have supposed^ 
there is an essential difference between the case of one who is cut off from a 
church for immorality^ and of one from whom the church withdraws its 
watch. But your Committee can see no ground for thi^ opinion. The last 
is virtually an excommunication, and always implies censure ; and for any 
church to receive such persons to their communion ; or for a council whose 
authority is not acknowledged by the church, to form a number of persons 
so circumstanced into a church, is virttially to place a higher tribunal over 
the chiUH^h ; to interfere with its exercise of final jufrisdiction, and to set 
aside its censures. 

After these remarks, it is believed little need be added to enable the 
General Association to understand the views of their Committee, as to the 
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authority of m ex parte counciL It wUl not be maiiiUined by tny goc, 
that such a council can, with propriety, be called, in any case, until it has 
been tried by the highest tribunal which the church concerned acknowl- 
edges. Nor wUl it be supposed that any, who approve of Presbyterian, EpiB- 
copal, or Conaociational government, will ever recognize the authority of an 
ex parte council. We have seen that Independent churches claim the right 
of jurisdiction over aU their members, without the right of appeal to any 
higher tribunal, if we except mutual councils and synods. We have seen, 
that the word of God makes no mention of an ex parte council, and provides 
no services for such a body to perform. It seems,* however, that Dr. 
Mather, and probably some other Independents, have admitted, that when a 
diurcb, fan independent church of course, J refuses, at the request of an 
aggrieved member or party, to call a mutual council, the aggrieved party 
may then call an ex parte one, and abide its decision. On this opinion, we 
remark, that if this is an acknowledged principle among the Independents, 
then an ex parte council is, of course, a supreme tribunal on their pfmci- 
ples, and every independent church is amenable to it. Of course, also, inde- 
pendence is a mete name. Every act of a church may be reversed, and 
that by a tribunal which it acknowledges, and on its own principles, it has 
no ground of complaint^ But, though this is the unavoidable consequence 
of admitting such a principle, we apprehend that nothing has been farther 
from the intentions of the Independents, than allowing such authority to ex 
parte councils. We apprehend rather, that Dr. Mather, and others, who 
have coincided with him in opinion, have fallen into an error on this subject. 
The principle is utterly subversive of independence. It is admitted, indeed, 
that within certain limits, all churches have a right to decide vliat ahall be 
the supreme tribunal, whether the individual church, or a synod, or some 
other permanent body. But we deny that any church, or any number of 
churches, may lawfully fix on ex parte councils, as such a tribunal, and we 
believe that no church, not even of the Independents, has ever intentionally 
advocated the tupreme power of ex parte counciU. We apprehend, that they 
can never be called, without opposing the authority which Christ has given 
the churches, and that they can never act, without sinfully lording it over 
God's heritage. We have already remarked, that an ex parte council is a 
tribunal created by the party which calls it, and created for the purpose of 
judging in his own case. A tribunal thus formed, wholly at the will, and 
according to the pleasure of the aggrieved^ may be an impartial council ; 
that is, it may be composed of unprejudiced and upright men ; but this is 
merely an adventitious circumstance, a thing which no one has a right to 
expect, or to plead in justification of the measure. A person before a 
civil court may, with as much propriety, have the entire selection of both 
the jury to decide on facts, and of the judge to decide points of law. It is 
to be supposed, - that the aggrieved will always aim at selecting a council 
most favourable to themselves, and not of known opponents. . And it is 
further, in all cases, to be supposed a priori, that a council so sdected, will 
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hftve no other than very imperfect and partial testimony, on which to form 
ft decision. It cannot hear but one party, and there is no reason to expect a 
correct jadgment in such circumstances. An impartial decision, in such a 
case, must be a very accidental event, of which no previous expectation can 
reasonably be indulged. Admit the principle, that an ex parte council may 
take members from a gospel church, and fmm them into a distinct church, 
without . the consent of the church to which they belonged, and such a 
council may go on to dismember such a church gradtuim^ until it becomes 
extinct. Admit the principle, and no church is secure of existence another 
day. You make the covenant obligations nothing. Extend the right hand 
of fellowship to churches so formed, and to councils that forfned them, and 
you prostrate all your privileges, your independence, and your existence, at 
the feet of the factious, the discontented, and the heretical Indeed, nothing 
can be more preposterous, than for churches, who maintain that all church- 
es are equal and independent ; that no one has the right of jurisdiction over 
another ; and that each church is invested by Jesus Christ, with sufficient 
power for its preservation and existence ; to claim the sovereign rigfht of di« 
▼iding and sub-dividing any d)urck at pleasure ; of liberating iti members 
from all their covenant obligations against the will of the church, while they 
still acknowledge it to be a church of Christ, and express a readiness to hold 
christian fellowship with it. We imagine nothing can be more preposterous 
than this, except it be, that a council convened ad libitum by some diaafiect- 
ed members ; a mere Ephemera, whose momentaiy existence precludes all 
RSponsibility in this world, should assume the power of dismembering 
gospel churches ; should enter the vineyard and root up the vine which they 
believe God has planted, and which he has watered with the dews of a cen- 
tury. 



No. VIL 
Vote respecting the General Assembly rf the Presbyterian Churdh. 

The Rev. Dr. Rice, a delegate from the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, this day presented, as the organ of their will, a oopy of a new 
e(Ution of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church to this Association, 
accompanied with remarks importing that they wished this book to be re* 
ceived as a pledge of their confidence and christian afTection, and thdv dis- 
position to perpetuate and strengthen the union, which s» happily subsists 
between them and us, and to co-operate in unwearied and zealous endeav* 
ours, and in the application of all proper means, for the promotion of the 
high and holy interest which is the end of the institution of the christian 
' ministry, and of all legitimate eccle9iastieal Associations and proceed- 
ings : 

Whereupon, voted unanimously, That this Associatiott gvatefuBy re- 
ceives this book as intrinsically valuable, and additionally so, as an avowed 
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pledge of fuch ditpotitioiu on the part of the Assembly, and from the pe- 
culiarly conciliatory terms, in which the respectable organ of their will has 
expressed these dispositions. The Association rery cordially reciprocates 
all these sentiments of confidence and affection, and determined to cherish 
this union with that solicitude, which a continual experience of its blessmga 
would not fail to inspire, it pledges itself in return, to co-operate with a cor- 
respondent zeal, in all promising measures, for the advancement of the inters 
ests of our common Zion. 



No. VIIL 

Report concerning increasing the Funds of the Missionary Sodeiy rf 

Connecticut, 

On the subject of recommendation from the Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, your Committee beg leave the repoi^ : 

That it be recommended to the several District Associations, and Conso- 
ciations, in this State, to make extraordinary efforts among the people of 
their connections, that the annual contributions, for that important object 
be increased, and that the ministers of the several congregations preach, 
and endeavour to exert their influence with an express view to accomplish 
this object. 



No. IX. 
Report concerning the mode of disciplining a Minister. 

T%e comnditee appointed en ttie Muhject of a comrnumcoHon from the MddUmr 
A99ociaUon to tfdo botty, beg" leave to report .' 

Whereas the Middlesex Association have requested the opinion of this 
Genera] Association on the following question viz, 

** Has a minister who is accused of scandal or heresy, or in any case of diffi- 
culty, a right, according to the 13th article for the administration of church 
^soipline, to require that his case be brought before the Association <£ 
which he is a member, previously to its being laid before the Consocia- 
tion f* 

Your Committee state, that having examined all the articles of the Say- 
brook Platform for the administration of church discipline, they are decidedly 
of opinion, that there is nothing contuned in the twelve first articles, which 
refers at all to the subject of accusing or arraigning a pastor before a Con- 
sociation ; but that what they contain on the subject of accusation and trial 
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for Ktodal or heresfi referB excluavely to churches, And the prirate mem- 
beri of cliurches. They furthermore conceive, that the 13th article is de- 
cisiTe, that, it is the duty of an Association to receive an accusation against a 
pastor belonging to it, and to make provision for his trial before the Consoci- 
adon ; and your Committee are convinced that the Platform does not warrant 
a Consociation to receive an accusation against a pastor, unless it come through 
the hands, or from the hands olf the Association, of which he is a member. 
Such must be the procedure in all Consociations which have no constitu- 
tion except the Saybrook Platform. While your Committee assert this 
without hesitation, to prevent any misapprehension, they state, that they are 
well aware that there are, in Connecticut, Consociations which have other 
written constitutions, containing express provision, for bringing a complaint 
against a pastor, directly to the Consociation, and authorizing the Consocia- 
tion, without any intercourse with an Association, to proceed directly to a 
trial of him. 
The above is respectfolly submitted by your Committee, 

ABEL M<KW£N, Chairman. 



No. X. 

A Pastoral Address of the General Association of Connecticut, to the 

Churches under their care. 

BsLovsD BaiTHRSir, 

We, the pastoi-s of the churches, feeling it to be our duty to *^feed the 
church of God -which he hath purchaaed -with Ha ovn bloody** and " to take 
heed unto all the Jiock^ wer lohich the Hnly Ghott hath made ut averoeert,** 
beseech you to suffer the word of exhortation, with all affection and confi- 
dence^ as fellow-heirs of the grace of life, while we address you on a sub- 
ject which we deem of the highest importance, viz. The reUgioua education 
of baptized children. Whatever may be the standing cf baptized children 
in the church, it is acknowledged on all hands, that christian parents are 
under peculiar obligations, to tndn up their children in the way they 
should go. 

On this extensive subject, it cannot be expected that we should, at this 
time very bu^ly enter. We take the liberty, however, to suggest a 
few plain practical principles, which we hope may be of use to parents, and 
to churches respecting this interesting duty. 

1. ft is the duty of parents early to fix on a definite object, to which 
their labours shall be supremely directed in the education of their children. 

In other words, parents ought early to settle the question in their own 
minds, whether they will educate their diildren to shine in the honours of 
this worid : or to be pilhmi in the temple of the living liod. 

The evils attending a wsnt of decision in this respect are many and great. 
If there is no definite object in view, there will of coarse be no regular 
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and connected ^stein of f^entions. If the parent hai not decided on the 
character which|he wiahes to form in the child, or on the end at which he 
intends the child shall arrive, he cannot expect any happy result of his la- 
bours. 

A want of dedsion in thia respect also leaves the door open far the 
intrusion and secret operation of improper motives. The mindj which is 
not governed by a known and proper object, is liable to be insennbly drawn 
away into the porvuit of that which, if deliberately conndered, inast be 
disapproved 

Another evil of a want of decision in this case is, a fiabifity to inconstaney 
in measures^ and measures which are often varied can be of no lastiof^ 
benefit. 

On the other hand» the advantages of a settled state of mind on this sub- 
ject are manifest It will be a constant stimulus to actbn. It will siso 
produce a degree of independence, which will guard the mind against pre* 
vailing customs or opinions. The object of education being settled, the 
parent wiH be led to ezanune the bearing of every particular step on the 
ultimiite object, and thus the evil tendency of many practices which appear 
plausible in themselves, will be detected. Many of the amusements of 
youth, which, in themselves, appear trifling or innocent, assume a very dif- 
ferent aspect when viewed in their tendency and consequences. 

A definite object must also be nmple, and will therefore preserve thooe 
who pursue it from the inconsistency of attempting to pursue two contrary 
objects at the same time. 

It is by no means uncommon to find persons who, in the education of their 
children, professedly pursue one object, but really aim at one directly ^ 
opposite. We hear many talk most feelingly of the salvation of their chB- 
dren, as the great object of their desires, while they are secretly halntuatii^ 
them to a worldly and sensual course. The lang^uage of their real teach* 
ing is, " secure this world, its honours and pleasures at all events, and then 
gain heaven if you can.'* This language is eariy understood, cordially wel- 
corned, and industriously obeyed by the child, until it is found too late that 
he has gained the world at the expense of his soul. 

Many attempt to avoid this inconsistency by saying, that far spiritual 
' blessings, we are dependent on the special grace of God. ^ 

But this is iivoiding one inconsistency, by filling into another equaHy aur 
cliievous. We are indeed dependent on the blessing of God to render 
all means affectual ; but are we to expect that blessing without means^ or 
in neglect of our duty ? To say then that we deare the salvation of our chil- 
dren, when we labour only to promote their worldly interests, and to pre- 
pare them for earthly distinctionsi is absurd. 

And here we cannot forbear to inquire, whether the fashionable systems 
of education in our country, and which are followed by many professed 
christians, are not calculated exclusive^ to promote the interests of this 
world ? Can the christian parent really suppose, when he suffers his children 
to enter the dancing school or ball-room, or to engage in. other yain amuse- 
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ments, that this couxse is likeljr to prepare them* for the Bervice of Christ 
heret or his kuigdom hereafter } or nthert does not every such parent 
know* and does not his conscience upbraid him with the truth, that in 
doing thi% he is putting the immortal interests of his children in jeopardy i 

Let every christian parent then make up his mind, as to the one great and 
leading object to be aimed at in the education of his children. Let him seii* 
oosly ask himself, whether he reaUy desires to see his children the devoted 
servants of Christ, and heirs of his kingdom, rich in fiutfa and good works, 
at whatever expense of earthly interests or honours } or whether he wishes 
to^ee his children glitter in the circles of pleasure, faring sumptuously every 
day, at the hazard of finding them at the left hand of Christ, in the day of 
his appearing. 

2. We consider it a necessary principle in religious education, that pa- 
rents count the cost, and prepare for the trials of persevering in the course 
which they deliberately adopt Not only must a proper and definite object 
be proposed, but it must be perseveringly pursued. And that it may be 
thus pursued, parents must look forward, and prepare their minds for the 
difficulties which they will surely meet. There is probably more evil 
arising from fulure in perseverance, than from want of a definite and de- 
sired object 

The christian parent finds it easy to propose to himself at the first, the 
reh^ous education and salvation of his children, as the great and leading 
object of aU his labours. He begins early to fiimish their minds with the 
elements of christian knowledge, and to tell them of the need of a Saviour. 
And during the season of childhood, the work goes on easily and prosper- 
ously. But there is an age at which children soon arrive, which brings 
with it new and peculiar trials to the parent This is the age when children 
begin to extend their acquaintance and views beyond the fiunily circle, to 
feel the influence of a mixed company of companions, and to have their 
feelings wrought upon by the fear of singularity. When they look around 
them in the world, they observe that others have not felt the same restraints 
to which they have been accustomed. They hear others talk of pleasure 
in worldly indulgence ; and above all, they hear that course of instruction 
and restnunt in which they have been led, branded with the names of su* 
perstition and bigotry. In this situation their native feelings experience 
great mortificatioo ; natural propensities are awakened, and brought into 
action, and at once it becomes their great object to throw off that character, 
which, though it is their greatest honour and treasure, begifCsto be regarded 
as their misfortune, and the obstacle to all their future prospects. With 
these feelings, parental authority and influence are assailed with every ar- 
gument which ardent feelings can invent The great reason which is plead 
for more license is, that others do so ; and that singulsrity is certain ruin* 
Children in this case will easily discover the vulnerable point, in the chanc- 
ter or feelings of a parent, and they will manage the attack with all possi- 
ble art and pathos. They will plead that there is no harm in the indulgence ; 
that they must keep pace with their companions, and that they must have 
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lekxation* And what renders this onset more successful is» that itis-amde 
at a time, when parents often begin to relax in their diligence, and to be c4f 
their guard, from the flattering success of fonner bboura^ and from the 
nustaken idea that their work is almost if not quite accomplished. It is 
alK> frequently the case that the parent as well a^ the child begins to catch 
the contagion of prevailing customs and opinions As his children come 
abroad into the world, he begins to feel more solicitude about the reception 
they will meeL He looks around him, and sees that the children of this 
and that professor of religion, go into mixed company, are at the party of 
pleasure, or frequent the ball-room. And he begins seriously to fear tbst 
he is too strict, and that his children Will be secluded from all society. 
Under this influence he begins to waver, to relax a little his former princi- 
pies ; and the child seizes the fitvourable opportunity to break away from 
all restraint. The parent soon perceives, too late, that he has yielded a 
point which can never be regained ; and has the extreme mortification to find 
that Ids children have the reputation of being more rude and profligate than 
any in the neighbouriiood. Many of his more accommodating neighbours^ 
who have hated the restraints and admonitions of his example, now exuh, 
and throw out many wise remarks on the bad eflTects of too much strictness 
with children ; and come to this joyful conclusion, which relieves their con-- 
8ciencei» in respect to their own children, that a religious education makes 
young people worse than they would otherwise be. 

But these effects, let it be remembered, follow not from a religious ed- 
ucation, but from a &ilure to persevere in it And it will be seen that this 
&ilure not only destroys all that has been done', but more than destroys it. 
like a weight nused from the ground, the youth who has been religiously 
educated, if he fiUl, must &11 with greater force in proportion to the greater 
height to which he has been raised. The only way to prevent this evil is 
to persevere, not to suffer him to fiill, but to keep him rising, until he is 
placed, by the grace of God, beyond the attractions of earth. 

It is appreheitded that the cause of this failure is, that the parent has not 
sufficiently counted the cost of what he undertook ; the trial is unexpected, 
and overcomes him, before he has time to ascertun its real character, or 
rally his forces against it. 

To obviate this difficulty, therefore, parents must look forward and anti* 
cipate the trials to which they must come, if their children live. And havmg 
learnt what they are to expect, they rmght tlien to settle the correct princi- 
ples of proceedhig, before their feeling^ are assailed, and made to bias 
their judgment, and bribe them to a wrong conclusion. They ought to 
have settled the point in their own minds whether it is proper for thdr 
children to associate with the world, and mingle in its vain amusements^ be- 
fore the child comes to plead for the liberty 

And not only ought parents to prepare their own minds for this trial, but 
also to prepare the minds of their children to meet it with composure. — 
Let children be led to such views of the world, as shall satisfy them that 
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tiieir happinea^ or aaefuln^n, does not depend on following prevailing evil 
cnatooi^ but mther on avoiding them. Let parents refer their children to 
the histoty of such men, as have been eminent for wisdotn or goodness, 
and they will jKe that these have never been drawn from the ranks of fesh- 
ion and pleasure, but from those who have been early inured to habiu of 
self-government, industiy, and sobriety. 

And more, let parents early inculcate the sentiment, that Ume is a talent, 
for the use of which we are accountable to God, and that the waste of time 
IB vain amusements, or hurtful indulgencies, is a great sin. Thb will pre- 
pare the conscience of the child to take the side of truth, and wiH go far to 
satisfy the mind of the child, without the intervention of parental author- 
ity or even advice. Or if the child is disposed to ask, what harm there can 
be in tlus or that amusement, the answei' is ready and dedsive, it is a waste 
of precious time, for which you caii give no good account In this way 
the peculiar trials of this season may be sustained or averted ; the parent 
may at least hold what he has gained, until the storm has passed by. For 
this trial is not usually of long continuance, if firmly and steadily reasted. 
Children will soon begin to reflect for themselves ; they will see many around 
them whom they desired to imitate, falling into disgrace from their dissipa- 
ttOB. They win soon perceive the pit to which they were urging their 
way, and which has swallowed up many a youth of fidr promise ; and they 
will soon begin to feel thankful to their parents, for their faithfulness in 
restraining them, as the only means of their presrrvation 

3. As another important principle, in the religious education of child- 
ren, we would recommend a concert among christian parents, in respect 
to the measures which they adopt. 

The whole power of the customs of the world arises from their conso- 
nance with the natural propensities of the heart, and their general preva- 
lence. On the first of these g^rounds, christian parents will certainly feel, 
that they have every motive to avoid or resist them. But on the other 
ground, they are too often induced to yield at least a rilent acquieaence. 
Hiey suiVer their children to be drawn into the vortex, because they do 
not feel able, or are afraid ungly to resist the current of universal practice. 
As Pharaoh said to the Israelites, so in this- case the world says to christians, 
if you must go to serve the Lord, give us your little ones, leave your chil- 
dren behind yon, to be initiated into our customs, to be trained up for our 
service, and to be the victims of our vices. Sacrifice them upon our 
altars, that we may be satisfied that you regard infant baptism, as a mere 
form, and religious obligations as subservient to worldly mterests And 
how shocking the incongruity of bringing our^ infant offspring to the altar 
of Christ, and there placing upon them the seal of that gracious covenant 
which makes them his ; and then casting them into the jaws of this devour- 
ing Moloch ! 

The world accomplishes all this by acting in concert, and thus establishing 
the despotic laws of custom. The world, in fact, gives laws to the church, 

3 
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in the management of their children» and thua carriea off* genenltoo after 
generation, tbecbiidrenof the church, given to Christ in baptinn, to the 
ranks of the enemy, and the gulf of perdition. If our children can be tlnia 
plucked from our families and our arms, by the force of custom, why riiould 
not christians attempt to save them, by virtue of a similar concert ? If wc 
cannot singly stem this torrent, let us join hands and hearts, in a phabnz 
which cannot be shaken. Oannot the church make customs for itself and 
thus for ever destroy the plea, that it is a angular, solitaiy, and diagtacelul 
thing, to train up cliildren in the way they ahoukl go ? Must the church al- 
ways look to this corrupt world, and to those who are ahens from the com- 
monwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, for her 
standaids of manners, and for maxima of moral practice r Rather let os at- 
tend to the Apostolic injunction, "Be net confotmed to the world.** Let 
chri»tians then associate together, and deliberate on the proper course for 
them to pursue ; let them understand each other, and unitedly come oat 
from the world, and be separate in the treatment of their children as well as 
in other respects. 

Thus a glorious standard will be raised for the cause of Christ, supported 
by the prayers of christians, and the blessing of God, which will soon change 
the course of cuRtcm, and make the world aabamed of itself. The more 
respectable part of the world is now kept in countenance, only, by the tame 
submission of professors of religion, and for want of better examples. 
If christians would lead tlie way to a reformation of manners^ they would 
find the example exerting a powetfol influence on all sober persona around 
then). Is not the church then as the salt of the earth, as the light of the 
world, to let her light shine before men in this respect ? Is it asked here, m 
respect to what particulars cliristians ought to have a concert of measures ? 
We answer, ^ 

Let them agree to prohibit, so far as their influence extends, the promis- 
cuous nitercourse of children and youth, in parties of pleasure, and vain 
amusements of every kind. Let the time and property wantonly spent for 
these purposes, be sacredly devoted to some useful object. . The maxim 
that youth muH associate together in mixed compames^ and at unseasonable 
hours, to promote acquaintance and friendship, we hesitate not to say, is 
f^lse and pernicious. All useful acquaintance may be better promoted, 
without this prodigality of time, health, and property ; and this exposure to 
temptation. And aa to the promotion of friendship, these mixed assemblies, 
where pride and vanity are the ruling motives, and where riva3r>' and envy 
are directly excited, have a tendency to destroy all rational or virtuous 
friendship. 

Is it said that this intercourse tends to assimilate youth to each other, and 
thus prepare them to act and live in society I If this eflect is produced, it is 
by reducing the whole mass to a level with the worst, and that this eflTect is 
produced, &cts lamentably prove. As well might we send our children to 
the haunts of pestilence, to assimilate them to the rick and the dying. What 
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ctn be more prepoaterous, than for chrittian parents, after liaving endeav- 
oured to inculcate religious truth upon their children, to turn them loose into 
the company of the profligate, where every vestige of useful impression 
mu0t be immediately effaced f We repeat the idea, then, that we regard the 
promiscuoua intercourse of youth, iii scenes of temptation, such as all vain 
amusements present, as the great means of counteracting and frustrating the 
labours of christian parents. 

Again, Let christian parents ag^e in devising methods for the entertain- 
ment and improvement of youth, which ma^ operate as a substitute for 
vain amuaementB. Such methods may be devised, because they have been, 
and have been found effectuaL Above all, let christian parents agree to 
pray for their children, that their hearts may be sanctified and prepared for' 
the service of Christ. Their conversion will be an effectual remedy against 
those vain pleasures which are so ensnaring to the carnal mind The> will 
then be introduced to a new and interesting field of action ; their desires 
will be elevated above the grovelling pleasures of sejise, and they will no 
longer need the aid of parental influence to be induced to lay them aside. 
And let no christian parent be disheartened, in' view of the arduous duty 
now presented. Let eveiy one remember that we live in an ag^ when 
many labourers are wanted in the vineyard of Christ. And where shall 
these instruments be found, but in the fiunilies of the faithful, in the nur- 
series of the church ? It is reasonable then to expect, that multitudes of the 
children of believers will be converted, and called into the service of Christ 
at an early age« Let every christian parent feel, while he is engaged in 
the instruction of liis children, ^hat he is preparing soldiers of the cross, 
who wilVin some way or other, be instrumental of the triumphs of the Re- 
deemer. 

JVow, brethren, toe commend you to Ood, and to the vord of hie gmce, -which 
i> able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance, among all them lohich 
are sanctified Aow unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to pre- 
tent youfaultlete before the presence of hie glory vith exceeding Joy, to the only 
vise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
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Vnuttled Minidert — Lictniui/ej. 



No. XI. 



L\$t of unsettled mini$tersy in connection tvith the General AuoeiaUom^ 
and of licemtiaiei from the several 

UNSETTLED MINTSTERS. 



RlT. MutBS. 

Jeremiah Atwater, D. D. New-Haven 
Jonathan Bartlett, Redding. 
N. B Beardslee, Savbrook. 
WiUiam BeMen, Fairfield. 
Aaron Church, Hartland. 
Thomas F Daviet, New-Haven. 
Nathaniel Dwight, Wetherafield. 
William Ely, Fannington. 
JtAkn H. Fowler, Lebanon. 
Prince Hawea, Glastenbuiy. 
Calvin Ingab, Stafford. 
Amasa Jerome, New-Hartford. 
Gurdon Johnson, Killingly. 
WiUiam Lockwood, GlMtenbuiy. 



Riv. Musis. 
Asahel Nettleton, KjlfingworCh. 
John Noyes, Weston. 
Amos Pettengill, Litchfield. 
ErastUB Ripley, New-Havea. 
William Robinson, Southiqgton. 
Levi Smith, Kent. 
Noah Smith, Hanover, N. H. 
Samuel Stuiges, F^urfiekL 
Daniel Waldo» Suffield. 
Samuel Whittelsey, Hartford. 
Joshua Williams, Uarwinton. 
iLuke Wood, Wateibuiy. 
WiUiam Woodbridge. 



LICENTIATES. 



Messrs. 

Abraliam Baldwin, Goshen. 
Edward Bull, Saybrook. 
Arcaibald Biiivess, Canterbury. 
Eleazar ChurchUI, Alansfiekl. 
Erastus Clapp, Southampton, Mass. 
Austin Dickinson, Amherst, Mass. 
WiUiam Fowler, GuiUbrd. - 
Amzl Francis, Hartford. 
Asahel Gaylord, Norfolk. 
Fiavel S. Gavlord, Harihnd. 
Josiah W Gibbs, Salem, Mass. 
Thomas R Gold, Cornwall. 
Beriah Green, Putney, vt. 
Ebjah Hartshorn, Franklin. 



, Mbssvs. 

Anson Hubbud, Gbstenbuiy. 
Joseph Huribut, New-London. 
Kingsbury, 



Peter Lockwood, 
David N. Loid, Frmnklm. 
W'dliam MitcheU, Savbrook. 
Ebenezer PUtt, Danbury. 
Robert C. Robbina, Cokhester. 
Jonathan SUliman, Savbrook. 
Sprsgue, KiUmgly. 



Charles Walker, Woodstock. 
Joseph D. Wibkham, New-Toik. 
WilUam C. Woodbridge, HartfonL 
George A. Woodbridge^ Norwkli. 



Lint offMrndert, A'C. 
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No. XII. 

A lAsi of the townSf congregational socteiies, and miniiters in the 
state of Connecticut^ in conneciion mth the General AssodcUum^ ar- 
ranged according to the district Associations* 

1. HARTFORD NORTH ASSOCIATION. 



Tavms. 


Sodetiet, 


Mtdttera, 


Htftfbrdy 


First, or North, 


Joel Hawes. 


• 


Second, or South, 


Abel Flint, D. D. 




Third, or West, 


Nathan Perkins, D. D. 


East Hartford, 


First, 


Jov H. Fairchild* 




Orfowl, 


Elisha B. Cook. 


East Windsor, 


First, 


• Thomas Robbins. 




North, or Scantic, 


Shubael Bartlett. 


Enfield, 




Francis L. Robbing. 


Fanmngton, 


First,' 


Noah Porter. 




Northington, 


Rufus Hawley. 




Third, 


Bela Kellogg. 


Granby, 


Salmon Brook, 
Turkey Hills, 


Isaac Porter. 


Hartland, 


East, 


Ammi Linsley. 




West^ 


Nathaniel Gaylord. 


Simsbory, 




Allen M'Lean. 


Suffield, 


West,' 


Joseph Mix. 


Windsor, 


First, 


Heniy A. Rowland. 




Wintonbury, 


John Bartlett 




First, 


Saul Clark. 


2. 


HARTFORD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 


Berlin, 


Kensin^^on, 


C Benoiu Upson, D. D. 
t Royal Robbins. 




New Britain, 


Newton Skinner. 




Worthington, 


Samuel Goodrich. 


Bristol, 




Jonathan Cone. 


Glastenbuiy, 


First, 
Eastbury, 


Caleb Burge. 


Sothingtoa, 




David Ln Ogden. 


Wetheiafield, 


First, 


Caleb J. Tenney. 




Newinfiton, 


Joab Brace. 




Rocky HiU, 


Calvin Chapin, D. D. 


Wolcott, 


•».*•• 


John Keyes. 


Ifiddletowo, 


rirat. 


John R. Crane. 




Upper Houses, 
WestfieM. 


Joshua L Williams. 




Thomas Bliner. 




MJddlefield, 


Stephen Hays. 


Chatham, 


First, 


Harvey Talcott 
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Towm, 
New-Uaveiiy 



Chefhire» 
Derby, 

Hamden, 

Middlebuiy, 
Milfonl, 

Orangpe, 
Oxford, 
Waterbujy, 

Woodbridge, 



New-H»Teii, 
Bnmford, 



Cbeshire, 
East Haven, 
GuUfbrd, 



Meriden, 
Kortli Haven, 
Wallingford, 

Durham, 



New-London, 
Norwich, 

Bozrah, 

Colchester, 

Franklin, 

Griawold, 
Groton, 

Lisbon, 

Lyme, 

Montville, 



Liit of MmisUrs^ ^. 

3. NEW-HAVEN WE^T ASSOCIATION. 

Societiet, Mfdtten. 

First, Nathaniel W. Taylor. 

United Society, Samuel Merwin. 

v«i« r»n«^ S Jeremiah Day. IX. D. 

Yale CoUege, | ^^^^^^ ^ p^^^^. 

West Haven» Stephen W. Stebbins, 

Columbia, Samuel Rich. 

First, Zephaniah Swift. 

Great Hill, Abner Smith. 

Mount Carmel, EliphaletB. Coleman. 

East Plains, Abraham AUing. 

Mark Mead. 

First, Bezaleel Finneo. 

Second, Jehu Clark. 

----- Erastus Scranton. 

First, Daniel Crane. 

Salem, 

Amity, Jason Allen. 

Bethany, Nathaniel G. Huntington. 

4. NEW-HAVEN EAST ASSOCIATION. 

Yale Colleg;e, Chauncey A. Goodrich. 

First, Timothy P. GilletU 

Northford, Matthew Noyes 

North Branfoid, Charles Atwater. 

First, Roger Hitchcock. 

----- Stephen Dodd. 

First, Aaron Dutton. 

East Guilford, John Elliott 

North Guilford, Zolva Whitmore. 

North Bristol, John Ely. 

----- William J. Boaidman. 

First, • James Noyes. 
Second, 

----- David Smith. 

5. NEW-LONDON ASSOCIATION. 

Abel M<Ewen. 

Firsts Joseph Strong, D. D. 

Chelsea, Alfred Mitchell 

- • - - - David A^^tin• 

Fii^ Salmon Cone. 

First, Samuel Nott. 
Second, 

Horatio Waldo. 

First, Timothy TutUe. 

Second, 

Newent, Levi Nelson. 

Second, 

^rst, Abiflhai Alden. 

Chesterfield. 



North StoningtoiL 
PrestODy 

Salem, 

Stonington, 

Lebanon, 



Fairfield, 



Darien, 
Greenwich, 

New Canaan, 

Norwalk, 

Ridgefield, 

Stamford, 



Weston, 
Wilton, 

Danbury. 

Bridfipeport, 

BrocMeld, 

Huntingtonr, 

New Fairfield, 

Newtown, 

Redding, 

Stratford, 

TrumbuU, 

New Milford, 



Windham, 
Aahford, 



Canterbuiy, 

Chaplin, 
Columbia, 
Hampton, 
Killingly, 

Lebanon, 



6. 



7. 



List ofMifditerSf i'C, 

SodeiieM, Mnistert, 

K^ John Hyde. 
Long Society, 

"-.-•- Ira Hart. 

^<«»«n» William B. Ripley. 

FAIRFIELD WEST ASSOCIATION. 

Firat, Nathaniel Hewit. 

G^t^MT^ Edward W. Hooker. 

First," " " 

^®*^ Isaac Lewis, jun. 

" ' " " • William Bonney. 

*; " ■ " " Sylvester Raton. 

S^ u Samuel H. Phelps. 

Ridgebury, Nathan Burton. 

^!^ Q* .^ ^ ^^»«' Smith. 

North Stamford. puijer. 

NoS' ^'*^«*^-" 

North Fairfield, Nathaniel Freeman. 

" " ' " • Sylvanus Haight. 

FAIRFIELD EAST ASSOCIATION. 

I I ' ' ' Elijah Waterman. 

v;»*»/ " " Abner Brundage. 

New St^atfonL ^"""^ Punderson. 

New Stratford. Chauncey G. Lee. 

[ ' - • - ^ Medad Rogew. 

Daniel Crocker. 

' ■ ' " " Matthew R. Dutton. 

""^ Andrew Elliot. 
8. WINDHAM ASSOCUTION. 

t^ Cornelius B. Everest. 

. SSr . PhiloJudson. 

SSS • WiDiam Storw. 

^^ Reuben Torrey, 

Westminster. Ersstus Learned. 

* " " ■ Jare^ Andrews. 

' ' ' " ' David Dickinson. 

Lronii " " l-udovicua Weld. 

rfi^ 5*?^f " Whitmore. 

Sceter, ^ ZebulonEIy. 
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f 

TWiM. Societies, J^mrterg* 

Mansfield, First, Amon S. Atwood. 

North, M08CS C. Welch, D. D. 

Plainfield, Oria Fowler, 

Pomfret, Firet, James Porter. 

Abingdon, Walter Lyon. 
Sterling, - - - . - 

Thompson, . . - - . Daniel Dow. 
Voluntown, - - - - - 

Woodstocl^ First, Eliphalet Lyman. 

Muddy Brook, Samuel Backus. 

West, Alvan Underwood. 

9. LITCHFIELD NORTH ASSOCIATION. 

Barkharosted, Winsted, James Beach. 

Canaan, First, Charles Prentiss. 

North, Pitkin Cowks. 

Colebrook, Chauncey Lee. 

Cornwall, First, Timothy Stone. 

Second, Walter Smith. 

Goshen, Joseph Harvey. 

Kent, ..... Xsa Blair. 

New-Hartford, - - . - . Cyrus Yale. 

Norfolk, . - . . . Ralph Emerson. 

Sa&bury, • - . . . Lavius Hyde. 

Sharon, First, David L. Peny. 

Ellsworth, Frederick Gridley. 

Torrington, First, Alexander GilletL 

T/..^n»fv«,wi S Samuel J. MjUs^ 

Tomngford, ^ Epaphras Goodman. 

Warren, .....' Peter Starr, 

Winchester, ..... Frederick Marsh. 

Burlington, Jonathan BGIler. 

Canton, Jeremiah Hallock. 

10. UCHFIELD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

Utchfield, First, Lyman Beecher, D. D. 

South Farms, 

Northfield, J. E. Camp. 

Milton, 

Bethlem, John Langdon. 

Harwinton, George E. Pearce. 

New-Milford, Bridgewater, 

Plymouth, - . - - • Luther Hart 

Rozbury, ..... Fosdi(^ Hanison. 

Washington, First, Stephen Mason. 

New Preston, Charles A. Boardman, 

Watertown, Horace Hooker. 

Woodbury, South, Samuel A. Andrew. 

North, Grove L. BrowneU. 
Southbury, First, 

South Britain, 

Sherman, ..... Maltby Gebton. 



List of Ministers f 4%. 
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11. MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION. 



TOWTlBm 


Sodetiet, 


Mimstert. 


Haddam, 




John Marsh. 


Chatbaon, 


Middle Haddam, 


David Selden. 




Bast Hampton, 


Joel West. 


East Haddain, 


First, 


C Elijah Parsons^ 
^iHaac Parsons. 




Millington, 


William Lyman, D. D. 




Hadlyme, 


Joseph VailL 


Killingworth, 


Fiprt, 


Hart Talcott 




North, 


Asa King: 


Saybrook, 


First, 


Frederick W. Hotchkifls. 




Pettipaugr, 


Aaron Hovey 




Westbrook, 


Sylvester Selden. 




Chester, 




Colchester, 


West Chester. 


Jacob Scales. 


Lyme, 


First, 


La^hrop RockwelL 




North, 


Josiah Hawes. 



19. TOLLAND ASSOCIATION. 



Tolland 



Bolton, 




Coventry, 


Firsts 

North, 

Andover, 


EDmgtoo, 
Hebron, 

Somers, 
StafiToTd, 

Vemon, 


First, 
Gilead, 

< - - « - • 

First, 
West, 


Union, 




Willing^on, 
Marlborough, 


- " " - - 



C Nathan Williaiv, D. D. 

i Ansel Nash. 
Philander ParmeleCf 
Chauncey Booth. 
George A. Calhoun. 
Augustus B Collins. 
Diodate Brockway. 
Amos Bassett, D. D. 
Nathan Gillett. 
William L. Strong. 

Joseph Knight. 



Hubbel Loomis. 
David B. Ripley. 
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No. XIII. 

Choice of DdegaUi. 

The Delegates to the Mvenl Ecclesiaftical Bodies, in oonoezioa with 
the General Association of Connecticut, to be holden in June, 182J, are to 
be nominated bj the KTeral Associations, as follows : 

To the Genera] Assembly of the Presbjlerian Church, for May, 1824^ by 
Windham, Litchfield North, and Litchfield South Associations. 

To the General Association of Massachusetts, for June, 1824, by Middle- 
sex and Tolland Associations. 

To the General Association of New-Hampshire, for September, 1823, by 
Hartford North and Hartford South Associations. 

To the General Convention of Vermont, for September, 1823, by New 
Haven West and New-Haven East Associations. 

To the Evangelical Consodation of Rhode-Ishmdy for June, 1824^ by New- 
London and Faitficld West AsBociatioas. 



U(14V e^L-^uX CA^. ""^ 




PROCEEDINGS 



OF THB 



QE^*IllUlli il»S»OClA.TIOX 



o» 



CONNECTICUT, 



JUNE, 1823. 



BABTrOBB : 
1823. 



PR0CEEDIN6S 



OV 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 



> Hartford North Association. 



At a Muting of ike Oeneral Assodaium of ComuctUui^ al Windsor, 
an ike third Tuesday ofJune^ A. D. 1823. Preseot, 

Rev. Messrs. From 

Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
Joj H. Faiichildy 

John R. Crane, 
David L. Ogden, 

Eleazar T. Fitch, 

John EI7, 
Timothy P. Gillett, 

Abishai Alaen, 
Abel M'Ewen, 

Nathaniel Hewit, 
Sylvester Eaton, 

Abner Brundage, 

Erastus Learned, 

Ralph Emerson, 

Charles A. Boardman, 
Samuel R. Andrew, 

Asa King, 

Sy Wester Selden, 

William L. Strong, 
Ansel Nash, 

William Hanford, 
David M. Smith, 
Samoel W. Brace, 

Charles Y. Chase, 
Hosea Becklej, 

Samuel Osgood, ^ 
Jonathan Grout, 

Brougbton White, 
Chester Colton, 

WUliam Patten, D. D. 



i Hartfoid South. 
^ New-Haven West. 

> New-Haven East. 

> New-London. 

i Fairfield West 

} Fairfield East. 

} Windham. 

\ Litchfield North. 

> Litchfield South. 

> Middlesex. 

ToUand. 

f General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
A rian Church of the U. States. 

> General Convention of Vermont. 

> General Association of Massachusetts. 

> Genera] Association of N.Hampshire. 
} Evan. Consociation of Rhode-Ia^uBd. 



4 Afinutei of the Crtneral AsiocitUion, 

m 

The Rev. Abel M'Eweo was cbosen Scribe. 

The Rev. William L. Strong was chosen Moderator. 

The Rev. Nathaniel Hewit was chosen Assistant Scribe, 

Certificates of Delegation were read. 

The meeting was opened with prajer by the Moderator. 

The rules of the Association were read. 

The Rev.. Dr. Perkins, and Rev. Messrs. Fitch, Gillet, Colton, 
Grool, and Brace were appointed a Commiftee of Overtures. 

The Associational Sermon was preached by the Rev. Erastus Learn- 
ed, from Phil. iii. 1. ' 

The Rev. Messrs. Nash, Gillet, Eaton, Smith, and O^ood were 
chosen a Committee, to prepare from the reports which may be ex- 
hibited to this body, a general narrative of the state of religion, with- 
in the limits of the General Association of Connecticut, and oi the 
other Ecclesiastical bodies connected with it, to be exhibited at the 
present session. 

The reports of the District Associations on the state of religion, 
and of other Ecclesiastical bodies in connection with this, wer^ read 
and committed. 

The report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut 
was read and accepted. See Appendix^ No. I. 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association was read 
and accepted. See Appendix', No. 11. 

Wednesdat, June 18. 

Received the reports of the delegates from the General Association 
of last year, to the several Ecclesiastical bodies in connection with 
this. 

The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Missionary So- 
ciety of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of Au- 
gust next, viz. The Hon. Jonathan Brace, John Caldwell, Esq. Enoch 
Perkins, Esq. Samuel Pitkin, Esq. Thomas Hubbard, Esq. William 
W. Ellsworth, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Calvin 
Chapin, D. D. Moses C. Welch, D. D. Samuel Goodrich, Heniy A* 
Rowland, and Abel Flint, D. D. ^ 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. Sam- 
uel Whittelsey, Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, ibr 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

A report, from the Committee appointed on the bequest of Doctor 
Everest, was read and accepted. See Appendix, No. 111. 

Votedf That a Committee of three persons be appointed from this 
body to nominate a Committee for the management of the funds left 
by Dr. Solomon Everest, of Canton, by his last will and testament to 
the disposal of a Committee to be from time to lime chosen by this 
body. — The Rev. Messrs. Giliett, Ogden, and Crane were accordingly 
chosen the Committee of nomination. 

The Committee appointed to nominate suitable persons to act as a 
Committee on the bequest of Doctor Everest reported : in pursuance 
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of which, the Rev. Messrs. Jeremiah Hallock, Thomas Robbins, and 
Noah Porter were appototed a Comoiitlee on the bequest. 

The delegates from this body to the General Association of New- 
Hampshire having stated in their report that the Minutes of this Asso- 
ciation for the last year have not reached that body, and as it appears 
that failures of this kind have occurred in other instances — 

Fotedf That the delegates from this bodj to other Ecclesiastical 
bodies in connection with it, be instructed to furnish themselves with 
an adequate supply o( the Minutes previous to visiting such bodies. 

The report of the Directors, and the report of the Treasurer of the 
Domestic Missionary Society were read and accepted, and committed 
to the Secretary of the Society for publication. 

Voted^ That it be recommended to each church in this state, in 
connection with this body, to have a contribution in the month of 
September or October next, for the purpose of aiding destitute and 
feeble churches and societies in providing for themselves the stated 
enjoyment of the ordinances of the gospel, and that the contribution 
be paid over to the Treasurer of the Domestic Missionary Society. 
Also, that the report of the Directors of said Society be publicly read, 
and that in all cases, where it may' be deemed expedient, the con- 
gregation be invited to join in the contribution : and furthermore, that 
each clerical director of the Society be an agent to obtain an annual 
contribution, or to adopt such measures as he shall deem expedient for 
the purpose of increasing the funds of the Society, in each parish 
within his own district. 

The following persons were chosen Directors of the Domestic Mis- 
Bionary Society for the year ensuing, viz, Messrs. Timothy Dwight, 
Timothy Stillman, Matthew Marvin, Esq. Richard Hubbard, John 
Hall, Esq. Rev. Messrs. Joel Hawes, Caleb J. Tenney, Samuel 
Merwin, Aaron Dutton, Abel M^Ewen, Isaac Lewis, jun. William 
Andrews, Daniel Dow, Joseph Harvey, Lyman Beecher, D. D. 
Aaron Hovey, William L. Strong, and Zephaniah Swift. 

The Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor was chosen Secretary, Samuel J. 
Hitchcock, Treasurer, and Roger S. Skinner, Auditor of the Domestic 
Missionary Society for the year ensuing. 

The following persons were appointed receivers of money in their 
respective Associations for the Treasury of the General Association, 
viz. Rev. Messrs. Joy H. Fairchild, Joab Brace, Erastus Scranton, 
Timothy P. Gillett, Salmon Cone, Sylvester Eaton, Andrew Eliot, 
James Porter, Charles Prentice, Stephen Mason, David Selden, and 
Chauncey Booth. 

Whereas, by the liberality of several individuals a fubd has been 
commenced for increasing the means of theological education in Yale 
College ; and whereas, to complete this fund, and also to promote \be 
general object of theological instruction in that seminary, a considera- 
ble increase of pecuniary resources is needed ; therefore, — VoUd, That 
the General Association of Connecticut highly appreciate the import- 
ance of the effort to augment the means of theological education in 
Yale College, and recommend this, as an object peculiarly worthy df 
the charities of the benevolent in this state. 



6 MimUis ofihe General AttocUUum, 

The Committee on the state of religion made a report) which was 
read and accepted. See Appendix^ No. IV. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the regular stand* 
lag of ministers travelling from this into other states, T;i2'. Kev. Messrs. 
Nathan Perkins, D. D. Calvin Cbapin, D. D. Jeremiah Daj, D. D. 
LL. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, jao. 
Elijah Waterman, Moses C. Welch, D D. James Beach, Lyman 
Beecber, D. D. Frederick W. tiotchkiss, and Nathan Williams, D. O. 

VoUd^ That the Committee, appointed bj this Association (ox cer- 
tifying t(ie regular standing of ministers travelling out of this state, 
shall certify the same only on the authority of written documents from 
under the hand of the proper officers, either in Association by which 
candidates have been lincensed, or in Consociation, or Cuuncils, by 
which ministers have beep dismissed, and that said Committee report 
annually to this body, the names of all candidates and ministers whose 
standing, within the year, they shall have certified. 

The Rev. Abel Flinty D. D. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev, 
Calvin Chapin, D. D., Auditor of the General Association, for the 
year ensuing. 

Thursday, June 19. 

The Rev. Messrs. Fitch, King, and Perkins were appointed a Com- 
mittee on the subject of the list of Unsettled Ministers and Licentiates ; 
which Committee reported : whereupon it was Voted^ That the Gen< 
eral Association hereafter publish a list of Unsettled Ministers and 
Candidates, restricted to those who report themselves to' the various 
District Associations with which they are connected, as ready to be 
permanently employed in the ministry. That in order to obtain the 
list, such persons he required to report their names to the several Dis- 
trict Associations at their meeting in the spring, and that the delegates 
from the District Associations present the names of such persons to 
the General Association. 

The following persons were chosen delegates to the several Eccle- 
siastical bodies in connection with this, viz, ' 

Rev. Ludovicus Weld, ^ To the General Assembly of the Presby- 
„ James Beach, > terian Church, Philadelphia, the third 

JohnLangdon» ) Thursday of May, 1824. 
Dayid L. Perry, substitute for James Beach. 
William Lyman, D. D. ^ Gen. Association of Massachusetts, 
Amos Batsett, D. D. ) fourth Tuesday of June, 1824. 
George A. Calhoun, substitute for Dr. Bassett. 
Joseph Mix, } Gen. Assoeiation of N. Hampshire, 

„ Jonathan Cone, \ first Tuesday of September, 18f 3. 

„ Stephen W. Stebbins, i Gen. Convention of Vermont, Lud- 
„ Timothy P. Gillett, ) low, 2d Tuesday of Sept. 1823. 
„ Eliphalet B. Coleman, substitute for Mr. Stebbins. 

Horatio Waldo, } Evan. Conso. of R. Island, 2d Toes- 

Nathaniel Hewit, \ day of June, 1824, E. Greenwich. 
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The Rev. Noah Porter was appointed to preach the Cmcio ad 
Clerum, at the ensuing Commencement at New Haven. 

A list of Unsettled Ministersi in connection with the General Asso- 
ciation, and of Licentiates, from the several district Associations, was 
made. See Jlppendix^ No. V. 

A list of the towns, congregational societies, and ministers in the 
stflte of Connecticut, in connection with the General Association, ar- 
ranged according to district Associations, was made. See Appendix^ 
No. VI. 

The following question was proposed to the General Association, 
hy the district Association of Tolland County, inz. 

^' In ease of a divorce granted hy the civil authority, between a 

husband and a wife, merely on the ground of alienation of affection 

and quarrels, what shall the church do with the party, whether the 
'* husband ur the wife, belonging to their cpmmunion, who marries 
'' again during the life of the other party V* 

Whereupon, the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Calvin Cha- 
pin, D. D. and Joel Hawes were chosen a Committee to investigate 
the question, and to report to the next General Association. 

The Committee appointed on the subject of intemperance, at the 
General Association held at Colchester, in June, 1820, were continu- 
ed. Mr Hewit was excused irom serving on that Committee, and Mr. . 
Fitch was appointed in his place, and they were directed to report at 
the next annual meeting of this body. 

Foted, That the Rev. Abel Flint, D. D. be requested to prepare 
for publication, and to superintend the printing and distribution of 
the Minutes of this Association, and that be be allowed lor his ser- 
vices the sum of Five Dollars. 

Voted^ That the thanks of (his body be presented to the Rev. Mr. 
Rowland, and the people of Windsor, for the respect, kindness, and 
hospitality which they have manifested to the body during its present 
session, and also to the choir of singers for their services. 

Voted, That the next meeting of the General Association of Con- 
necticut be at the bouse of the Rev. Joseph Harvey, in Goshen, the 
third Tuesday of June. A. D. 1824, at 1 1 o'clock, A. M. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Grout. 

Attest, ABEL M'EWEN, i g^ 

NATHANIEL IJEWIT, ( **^'*- 
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APPENDIX. 

No. I. 
Report of the Trustees of the Missiooary Society of CoDoectkat. 

TV the Mtnonary Society of Cormecticuif to be convened at ffindtor, «• the 
tMrd Tueodtuf of June, 1823, the Truateeo ofoaid Society reopectfuOg pir- 
aent the/oBomnj report .- 

Bklotvd BmmBXH ijr Cbsi8t. 

Fmov the Narrative published last winter, a copy of which is hereirith 
transmitted to each member of the Society, it will appear, that the cootri- 
btttions, in May, 1823, were g 2653 17i i that donations and contribittions 
from other sooroea, together with the interest of the permanent fund, in the 
year 1832, amounted to jS ^^^^ 7^9 makinf^ the whole amount of receipts 
by the Treasurer JS 53G9 92. From the same document, it will appear, that 
the payments made by the Trustees, for missionary purposes and contingent 
CTpfftff^i, were S ^7^ ^^i- ^^ ^^ ^^ course be seen, thst the permanent 
fund was lessened, during; the year 1832, g 450 20^. 

The time for which permission for soliciting contributions from the ser^ 
ral societies in this sUte, as granted by the legisbture, havinff ezpii«d this 
spring, the Trustees petitioned the General Assembly for a renewal of 
the grant A vote, in favour of the petition passed, ultimately, so far as 
to permit contributions for two years. 

At the stated meeting of the Trustees, the first Wednesday of August 
last, the Bev. Abel Flint, who had been Secretary of the Board, from the 
first organization of the Society, requested to be excused from sening any 
longer in that capacity. His resignation was accepted, and the Bev Samuel 
Whittelscy was chosen in his stead. Mr. Whtttelsey was also chosen Audi- 
tor of the Society, in the room of Mr. Flint, who resigned that oflice. At 
the same time» the Bev. Samuel Kott resigned his office as one of the Trus- 
tees, and at a subsequent meeting of the Board, the Bev. Abel Flint was 
elected to fill the vacancy. The circumstance of locality alone considered, 
might have led the Trustees to a different choice ; but as Mr. Flint had 
been so long Secretsiy of the Board, and was so well acquainted with its 
concerns, they thought that the interests of the Society would be promoted 
by his election. 

From the accompanying Narrative, the Society will perceive, that within 
the period therein embraced, thirty-seven Missionaries were employed; 
that they laboured in seven different states; snd performed about 800 weeks 
of missionary services. " This number of we^s is eqtul to a period of 
''fifteen and an half years. The number of sermons preached by the Bfis- 
^sionsries^ on an average, is probably fromfiior to five eatih we^ amoant- 
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** 0!g in all to between three and four thousand during the year. This 
« amount of labour is more than equal to the laooui' of one minister twenty- 
" four years, allowing him to preach at leiisi three sermons even week. 
*' Butth^ labour of preaching is only a small portion of the labour perform- 
" ed by the faithful Missionary. 

" Besides the ordinary duties of the ministry, such as the visitation of 
*' families and schools, attendance on the sick and dying, and the super- 
" intendance of infant and feeble churches, Ynuch ot the time of the Mission- 
" ary is to be occupied, and many efforts to be made, in services which it is 
** not easy to detail." 

But although so much missionary labour was performed, the Trusiees 
have had occasion very deeply to regret that the funds of the Society did 
not admit of their employing more Missionaries. The calls tor assistance, 
from the western and south-western states, have been urgent ; and these 
calls have been reiterated since the meeting of the Board, in January last, 
at wl^ich time the accompanying Narrative was prepared for publication. 

This consideration induces tlie Trustees to hope that the Society, and, 
through their agency, the ministers and people of this state, will be influ- 
enced to make increased exertions to augment the funds of the Society The 
Board are fully aware, that mahy other important objects are now demand- 
ing the contributions of a liberal and benevolent public ; at the same time 
they feel that the old Missionary Society of Connecticut, the management of 
whose concerns is committed to their care, ought not to be neglected. 

The Trustees conclude their report by devoutly supplicating that the 
Divine Presence may be with the Society, durmg their approaching session, 
and that they may be led to such results, as shall be most conducive to the 
glory of (>od and the good of mankind. 
In the name of the Trustees, 

SAMUEL WHITTELSEY, Seeretartf. 

Hartford, June 14th, 1823.^ 



No. II. 
Account of the Treasarer of the General Association. 

A*o. 1. Seeeipti by the Treaturer^ from June, 1822, to June, 1823. 

1832. 
.lune 17. Received from the Bev. T. P. Gillett, 

for New-Haven East Association, • > 2 25 

18. Received from the Rev. Elijah Waterman, 

for Fairfield East Association, - • - 3 00 
20. Received from the Rev. Salmon Cone, 

for New-London Association, • - • 3 50 
Received from, the Rev. Amos Pettengill, 

for Litchfield South Association, - • - 1 25 



10 Treaturer*^ Account, 

Au|^. 7. Received from the Rev. H. A. Rowland, 

for Hartford North ABSociation, 

Sept 12. Received from the Rev. Nathaniel Hewit, 

fof Fairfield West Association^ 
18. Received from the Rev. Salmon Cone» 
for New London Association^ 

Dec 30. Received from the Rev. Joab Brace, 

for llartlbrd South Association, . 
1823. 
Jan. 8. Received from the Rev. David Selden, 

for Bfiddlesez Association, 
Feb. *- Received horn the Rev. Jamet Porter, 

for Windham Asaociatioii, 
June 7. Received from the Rev E. Scranton, 

for New-Uaven West Association, 



• 


1 00 


■ 


225 


• 


400 


- 


3 75 


■ 


3 25 




450 


- 


250 


s 


31 25 



JVb. 2. PtOfmenii made by the Trea9urer,from Jutie^ 1822, to June, 1823. 

1822. 
July 17. To copying Minutes, &c. 500 

25. To paid Peter B. Gleaaon & Co. for printing Minutes, - 50 00 

g55 00 

M. 3. General Statement. 

D'lsbursements as above, S^OO 

Balance due the General Association, June 17, 182% • 11 72 

Receipts as above from June, 1822, to June, 1823, - 31 35 

42 97 



Balance due the Treasurer, - •£12 03 

ABEL FLIKT, TVmuwrvp. 

This certifies, that I have examined tlie accounts of Rev. Dr. Flint, as 
Treasurer of the Genaral Association of Connecticut for the year ending 7th 
June, 1823, and that I find a balance due the Treasurer of Twelve Dollars 
and Three Cents. 

C. CHAPIN. MdUer. 

Hartford, 7th June, 1823. 
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No. III. 
Report on Doctor Evere8t*8 Legacy. 

To the General ^nociation of Connecticut, to be holden at Windwr^ on the 
third Tuetday of June, 1823 : The Committee of the General Msodation, 
appointed at their loot oetoion, on the bequest of the late JDr^ Solomon Ert* 
ereot of Canton, by which a certain valuable legacy i« placed at the ditpooal 
of the General Auociation by a Committee to be appointed for the purpose, 
to be applied to one or more of certain specified objects of Christian charity, 
respectfully report •• 

That Benjamin Ely, Esq Executor of the will of Dr. Everest, has paid to 
your Committee, in money and promissory notes, the sum of 2663 dollars, 
and 75 cents. That all of the notes, except one, are secured by an under- 
signer. That the note having but one signer, amounting to 200 dollars, and 
oiie other of 200 dollars, and one of 300 dollars, are secured by mortgages 
on lands. The money which has been received has been loaned on interest, 
a note on demand having been given by two sifrners. All the sig^rs of the 
notes are supposed to be responsible men. Of the sums received, 1713 dol- 
lars, and 75 cents, bear interest from the first of September last, 250 dol- 
lars from the eig^ith of October last, and TOO dollars will be on interest from 
the first of September next The Committee expect to have at their dis- 
posal, from what is now received, on the first of September of the present 
year, 116 dollars, and 25 cents. And on the first of September, A. D. 1824, 
the sum of 173 dollars, and 25 cents. In addition to these sums, the Com- 
mittee expect lo receive something further from the Executor, as the set- 
tlement of the estate is not yet completed. This sum the Committee believe 
will not be less than 500 dollars. The annual income of the whole is esti- 
mated at nearly 200 dollars. Nearly the whole sum, it is expected, will be 
on interest after the first of September of the present year. 

After contemplating, attentively, the different objects of charity specified 
by the liberal donor, the Committee have thought it best to apply the money 
at their disposal, for the present, for the assistance of some indigent student 
in Yale-College, who may be a young man of hopeful ptety and promising 
talents, having in view the work of the gospel ministry. As tlie Commit- 
tee hold their appointment during the pleasure of the General Association, 
and being limited by the donor to such objects of charity an shall be thought 
most deserving of attention, *' from time to time,** they cannot enter into any 
permanent engagements, respecting future appropriations. The Committee, 
under the expectation that the indigent student, who may receive their as- 
sistance, will not apply for pecuniary aid to any otlier public charity, consid- 
er it desirable that this charity, while applied in the manner now contem- 
plated, may be denominated the Everest Scholarship, And they refer it to 
the General Association to take any order for that purpose that they may 
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deem expedient No money beings yet at the disposal of the Coninitttee« 
no beneficmn* has been selected. This may be done at or hefore the time 
of the next annual commencement at YalorCollege. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 

JGRBMIAH UAIXOCK. 



Hartland, June 4th, 1833. 



THOMAS BOBBINS, 
NOAH PORTER. 



No. IV. 

Report on Hie Siate of Religion. 

Is surveying the year past, the General Association are presented with, 
much, whicli they r^^ard as matter of encouragement and of gratitude. 
They are liappy to find, that throughout the state, a disposition has been 
manifest to maintain and to attend upon the institutions of religion, and 
that the churches have continued united in the faith and order of the gnspeL 
Several of our vacant societies have, by the settlement of ministers, been 
supplied with the stated ministration of tlie word and ordinances of God ; 
we have had pleasing evidence of the continued efficiency of the Domestic 
Missionary Society, in building up the waste places of dur Zion ; and but 
few of the ambassadors of Christ, within our limits, have, by death or other- 
wise, been removed from the scene of their labours The vaiious charita* 
ble institutions, by which our times are di.stinguished, continue to possess 
their hold on the affections and tlie patronage of the community, and we are 
happy in cherishing the belief, that with regard to them, the people of this 
state are generally becoming mure and more disposed to devise liberal 
tilings. Sabbbtli schools arc generally maintained in our religious societies, 
and we trust, that the importance of teaching the principles of religion and 
morality to the rising generation is, in a good measure, realized. 

The P*oreign Mission School at Cornwall continues in a flourishing state ; 
and we consider that the confidence of the Christian community in this in- 
stitulion, as a powerful means of diiFusing the savor of Jesus* name through- 
out the world, is from year to year, increasing. At no time since its es- 
tablishment, has Vale-College been in a more highly prosperous state. At 
no time have its friends been more numerous, or their attachment strongtv. 
At no time the system of government and instruction there administered 
more eflicicnt and successful, or the number of its pupils greater. The 
attempt to enlarge the means of theological education in that seminary has 
succeeded to an extent equal to what its friends presumed to hope. Means 
have been provided, in part, for the establishment of a new professorship 
in divinity ; a professor hts been appointed ; has entered on tlie duties of 
his Tiffice, and a cWs of young men have commenced a regular course of 
study, preparatory to the work of the ministry. The generous patronage 
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of the Christian pablic only is wanting*, in order that a theological seminary 
may soon rise in our slate, in connection with our college, with the fairest 
prospect of extensive usefulness, and we cherish the hope that such patron- 
age will not long be withheld. 

In some parts of the state we have to deplore the prevalence of vice in 
various forms ; still, vre regard the disposition, which we believe extensively 
diffused, to counteract its contagions and deadly influence, as an omen for 
good. At no fqrmer period in our histor}* have the friends of God and 
righteousness, been more active in doing good, or possessed more of a 
spirit of prayer, or felt more deeply their dependence on Him, with whom 
is the residue of the Spirit. Though some things appear dark and discour- 
aging, still we believe, that at no former period has there been among us 
a fairer prospect of the support, and the increasing, happy influence, hi 
years to come, of those institutions, which have for their object the divine 
glory, and the happiness of man. 

The past year has not been destitute of evidence, that the Most Hi^ de- 
lights to bless and to build up his church. The General Association can* 
not, indeed, tell of those extensive effusions of special divine influence, since 
their last meeting, which they were permitted to mention two years ago ; 
still, God has by no means left himself without witness Revivals of reli« 
gion have been considerably numerous, and have been marked with signal 
displays of the power and grace of Zion's King In the county of Fairfield, 
the towns of Greenwich, New-Canaan, Norwalk, Fairfield, and Reading have 
shared in ^he special influences of the Holy Spirit, and about two hundred 
and fifty have been united to the visible people of God. In the county of 
Litchfield, tlie town of Sharon has been visited by a revival of uncommon 
power and extent One hundred and twelve have already made public pro- 
fession of faith in the Redeemer, and the work still continues. But the 
most interesting displa^-s of tlie grace which brings salvation, during the 
past year, have been witnessed in a little cluster of towns in the counties of 
Windham and Tolland. A short time previous to the last meeting of this 
body, a work of grace commenced at Somers. In a few weeks the blessing 
extended to Tolland, where the meeting of the General Association, in June 
last, evidently had considerable influence in preparing the minds of the 
people for the attention to their spiritual interests, which has been experien- 
ced. From Tolland the good work spread during the subsequent seasons 
of autumn, winter, and spring, embracing in its progress both societies in 
each of the towns of Coventry and Mansfield, and the first society in Leba- 
non. In all these places the work has been about equally extensive, and 
Apparently productive of about equal good to the souls of men. In some of 
them it has been attended with a degree of rapidity and power, which has 
hardly been before known within o&r limits. The progress of salvation was 
truly wonderful and glorious. As the devout beholder witnessed the man- 
ner in which the conquests of the Redeemer were multiplied, it was strongly 
impressed on his mmd, that all which men could do was to stand still and 
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« 
■ee the nlvatioii of God. Though the work of coDviction and conversion 

was thus i-apid, it was evidently genuine. The many hundred conrertSp who 
have become its subjects, after a lapse of several months, with Very few 
exceptions, appear to stand fast in the liberty of the gospel. In Somers and 
Tolland, about two hundred and twenty have already been united to the 
congregational church. In many of the instances above mentioned, the re- 
vival of religion has put a new aspect on the face of society. It has a most 
auspicious bearing on the future inierests of the Redeemer's kingdom, from 
tlie fact that the subjects are principally among the rising generation. The 
change recently witnessed in this class of the community, is surprisingly 
great In these congregations most of those who are esteemed the flower of 
the youth->the first in education and in influence^may be seen sitting togeth- 
er in heavenly places in Christ Those who, a short time since, were accus- 
tomed to meet, for vain amusement, now meet for prayer, and religious con- 
versation, and to sing praises to God. Several of our pastors and churches 
may well unite with joyful acclamation in saying. The Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad. In a few other places besides the above, 
in different parts of the state, a degree of special religious excitement htm 
existed, and partial accessions have been made to the church. In some, re- 
vivals are now in progress, or hopefully commencing. Among these may 
be numbered the towrt of Kent, the first society in Chatham, and the soci- 
ety of Ridgebury. 

From the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church we learn, that 
while this extensive section of the Redeemer's kingdom has stiU to deplore 
the wide-spread moral wastes within its borders ; while many regioos of 
great fertility and extent, and rapidly increasing in population, are wholly 
destitute of the word and ordinances of God, still it has, during the year 
past, experienced much, which must afford joy to the friends of Zion.— 
Many instances are related of the revival of religion in the middle, southern, 
and western parts of the Union, marked with distinguished exhibitions of 
Jehovah's goodness and mercy. The Theological Seminary at Princeton 
still flourishes, and from that fountain increasing streams continue to issue, 
and to make glad the city of our God. The operations of numerous mil- 
sionary, bible, and other benevolent societies, have been increasing^ both in 
extent and influence. Associations are gradually forming in different parts, 
to provide for the regular support of the institutions of our holy religion* 
Many societies are waiting only that labourers may be sent to them, in order 
to their providing themselves with the stated ministration of the wcwd. In 
view of these facts, we would cherish the hope, that as the tide of our 
population rolls on to the south and the west, our country may not exhibit 
a still wider spread of moral desolation. 

From the General Association of Massachusetts we learn, that for some 
months past, God has been pouring out his Spirit in Boston ; that the revi- 
val of religion in that city has been highly interesting, and that it is still in 
prog^ss ; — also, that several other towns in different parts of that state. 
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have, (lurins^ the past year, experienced the same gracioua ▼iaitation from 
on high ; that a work of revival seems to be conunencing in some places, 
and to be advancing in others. We also learn, that there has recently bee» 
a powerful work of grace in the Collegiate institution at Amherst ; and that 
of the hundred students in that seminary, about six-sevenths are hopefully 
the subjects of saving grace. We are happy to learn, that the Theological 
Seminsry at Andover flourishes more and more. 

By our brethren from Vermont and New-Hampshire we are informed, that 
while they have oause to lament the extensive prevalence of lukewanhness I 
and indifference on the great subject of religion, and to mourn that so many 
of their towns are destitute of the stated means of grace, still God has not 
left them without some tokens for good. In those states there have been, 
within the past year, numerous interesting revivals, which have now gene- 
rally subsided, though in some instances they still continue. Many precious 
fruits of these revivals have been gathered into the kingdom of Immanuel. 
In these states, it is believed, there are not a few, who are accustomed to 
cry earnestly to God for the enlargement of Zion. In both these are means 
in operation, which, we trust, under the divine blessing, will, at no distant 
day, cause the church there to rise and shine in the beauty of the Lord. 

By the intelligence received from Rhode- Island it appears, that there is an 
increasing zeal and harmony among the consociated ministers and churches 
in that state, and that the prospect of the future prosperity and enlarge- 
ment of Zion is encouraging. 

Surely no intelligent Christian can contemplate the present state of the 
world, and not feel his bosom swell with emotion. From the word of proph- 
ecy, and from " the signs of the times," we feel assured, that the God of 
all grace has in store for lost men more extenslve'blessings, than what have 
yet been experienced. Among the tokens for good, and the things which 
we would earnestly recommend to the friends of truth and righteousness, 
we will uot neglect to mention the Sabbath morning concert of prayer for 
the out-pouring of the Spirit on the colleges in our country. That the mem- 
bers of those societies « he all taught of God," we deem of vital importance 
to the future prosperity and glory of the Redeemer's cause. And we would 
urge upon all the members of our churches, and all others, who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that they fervently supplicate the God of all grace, that 
he would pour out his Spirit more and more copiously throughout the 
world ; that in the praying circle^ in the family, and in the closet, they 
would give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth. 
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UnselUed Miniitert — Lkentiaies. 



No. V. 

Li$i of Unsettled Minuter$^ in connection with thi General Association ^ 
and of Licentiates from th^ several dissociations. 

UNSETTLED MINISTERS. 



Rbt. Mubbs. 

Abraham Ailing, Haroden. 

Jeremiah Atwater, D D New-Haven. 

Jonathan Bartlett, Reading. 

K. B. Beardslee, Somen. 

WiUiani Belden, Fairfield. 

Thomas F. Davies, New-Haven. 

William Ely, Hartford. 

Asahftl Gaylotd, Norfolk. 

FL.vel S Gaylord, MitMiouary, 

Prince Hawes, Glastenbury 

Nath'l G. Hnniington, Woodbridge. 

Lavius Hyde, Stock bridge. 

Calvin Ingals, StafTord 

Am.iH . Jerome, New-Hartford. 

John Kejes, Wolcott. 



Rav. MrsSKs. 

Willuon Lockwood, Glastenbury. ^ 

Peter Lockwood, Bridgeport. 

Asrihel Nettleton. Killingwortb. 

John Noves, Weston. 

Enistus Ripley, New-Haven. 

William Robinson, SouthingtoM. 

Levi Smilli, KenL 

Henry P Strong. 

.Samuel Sturges, Fairfield. 

Roval TUer, Salem. 

Dan\fl Waldo, Suffield. 

Samuel Whittelsev, Hartford. 

Joshua WilV» tmst Bethlem. 

Luke Wood, Cheshire. 

William Woodbridge, Farmlngtoii. 



LICENTIATES. 



MlCSSRS. 

Abraham Baldwin, Goshen. 
Nehemi .h Brown, Canterbury. 
Edward BuU, Saybrook. 
Eleizar Churchdl, Mansfield. 
Austin Dickinson, Amherst, Mass. 

DooUttle, Plymouth. 

William C. Fowler, Guilford. 
Josiah W. Gibbs, Salem, Mass. 
Thomas R. Gold, Cornwall. 
Beriuh Green, Putney, Vermont. 
Elnathan Gridley, Farmington. 
Elijah HarUhom, Franklin. 
Lauruin H. Hiccok, Dunbury. 
AuRun Hubbnrd, Glistenbury. 
Joseph Hurlbut, New-London. 



Messrs. 
Chester Tsham, Hartford. 
Nathaniel Kingsbury, 



Mass. 



David N. Lonl, Franklin. 
— Metcalf, Lebanon. 
Will ,.m Mitchell, Saybrook. 
Eleazar PUtt, Huntington, L. L 
Robert C. Robbins, Colchester. 
Edward Robinson, Sottthington. 
Jonathan SiUiman, Saybrook. 
Benjamin B Smith« New-MiUbrd. 
Harman F. Vaill, Cornwall. 
Charles Walker, Woodstock. 
Joseph D, Wickham, New-York. 
WUi^mC. Woodbridge, Hartford'. 
George A. Woodbridge, Norwich. 
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No. VI. 

m 

A Liu of the iowns^ congregational societies, and ministers in the state 
of Connecticut, in connection Tsdth thejGeneral Association, arranged- 
according to the District dissociations. 

1. HARTFORD NORTH ASSOCUllON. 

Tovnis. Societies* Mimatei^. 

Hartford, First, or North, Joel Hawta. 

Second, or South, Abel Fiint, D. D. 

Third, or West, Nathan Perkins, D. D. 

East-HartfoPd, Joy H Faircliild. 

East-Windsor, First, Thomas R»>bbins, 

North, or Scantic, Shubael Barilett. 

Enfield, Francis L. Robbins. 

Farmington, Firat, Noah Porter. 

Northington, Rufus Hawley. 

Third, Bela Kellogg. 

Ctranby, Sainton Brook, Isaac Porter. 

Turkey Hills, 

Hartland, East, Ammi Linsley. 

Wes^ Nathaniel Gaylord. 

Manchester, Elisha B. Cook. 

Simsbury, Allen M*Lean. 

Suffield, West, Joseph Mix. 

Windsor, First, Henry A. Rowland. 

Wintonbury, John Bartlett. 

Barkhamstcd, Saul Clark. 

3. ^HARTFORD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

New Britain, Newtflpjtkinnrr. 

Worthington, SarodHpKxirich. 

Bristol, Jona^ffCone. 

Glastenbury, First, Caleb B<irge. 

Eastbuiy, Jacob Allen. 

Southiogton, David L. Ogden. 

Wethersfield, First, Caleb J. Tenncy. 

Newington, Joab Brace. 

Rocky Hill, Calvin Chapin, D. D. 

Wolcott, 

Middletown, First, John R. Crane. 

* Upper Houses, Joshua L WUianis. 

Westfield, 5 rhomas Miner, 

I, C Steplien Hays. . 

Middlefield, Stephen Kays. 

(Chatham, First, Harvey Talcott. 
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3. NEW-HAVEN WEST ASSOCIATION. 



TWfM. 


Mdelut, 


^Stiuttn* 


New-Haven» 


Fiivt, 






United Society, 


Samuel Menrin. 




Yale-Tollege, 


Eleazar T. Fitch. 


Cheflhirey 


Columbia* 


Samuel Rich. 


Dtrby, 


First, 


Zephamah Swift. 




Great HiH, 


Abner Smith. 


Hamden, 


Mount Carmel, 
East Plains, 


Eliphalet B. Coleman. 


Middlebuiy, 


..... 


Mark Mead. 


Mitfbid, 


First, 


Bezaleel Pinneo. 




Second, 


Jehu Clark. 


Oringe, 


First. 


Stephen W. Stebbins. 




Second, 


Erastus Scranton. 


Oiford, 






\laterbuTy, 


First, 


Daniel Crane. 




Salem, 


AmosPettei^lilL 


Woodbridge« 


Amity, 


Jason Allen. 




Bethany, 


[President 


Tale-College, 




r Jeremiah Day, D. D. LL. D. 


• 


t 


<Nath^ w. Taylor, Prot of 
C [Didactic Hieofogy. 



Branford, 



Cheshire, 
East Haven, 
Guilford, 



Meriden, 
North Haven, 
Wallingfbrd, 
Durham, 
Yale-CoUege. 



New-London, 
Norwich, 

Bozrah, 
Colchester, 
Franklin, 
Griswold, 

Groton, 

Lisbon, 

Lyme, 

MontYille, 



4. NEW-HAVEN EAST ASSOCIATION. 

First, Timothy P. Gillett. 

North Branford, Charies Atwmter. 

Northford, Matthew Noyes. 
First, 

Stephen Dodd. 

First, Aaron Dutton. 

East Guilfoid, John EDiott, D. D. 

North Guilford, ZoWa Whitmore. 

North Bristol, John Ely. 

Charles J. Hinsdale, 

William J. Boaidman. 

- - - - - James Noves. 

David Smith. 

Chauncey A. Goodrich, 

[PioflofBhet. 

5. NEW.LONDON ASSOCIATION. 

Abel M*Ewen. 

First, Joseph Strong, D. D. 

Chelsea, Alfred Mitchell 

David Austin. 

..... Salmon Cone. 

First, Samuel Nott. 

. . .'^. . Horatio Waldo. 

^ni,} Tunothy Tattle. 

Newen^ Levi Nelson. 

Second, John R. St. John. 

First, Abiflhai Alden. 
Che^erfield. 
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To79tu, SodetUt, MnuUrt, 

North Stonington, ..... 

PrestOD* First, John Hyde. 

Long Society, 

Salem, Eli Hyde. 

StoningtOQ, Ira Hart. 

Lebanon, Goshen, 

6. FAIRFIELD WEST ASSOCIATION. 

Fairfield, First, Nathaniel Hewit. 

Green's Farms, Edward W, Hooker. 

Greenfield, Richard V. Day. 

Darien,^ 

Greenwich, First, 

West, Isaac Lewis, jun. 

New Canaan, William Bnnney. 

Norwalk, Sylvester Eaton. 

Rid^field, First, 

RWlgebury, Nathan Burton. 

Stamford, First, Duj iel Smith. 

North Stamford, Henrt Fuller. 

SUnwich, Piatt 'Suffett. 
Weston, Norfield, 

North Fairfield, Nathaniel Freeman. 

Wilton, Sylvanus Haight. 

7. FAIRFIELD EAST ASSOCIATION. 

Danbury, First, William Andrews. 

Bethel, John G. Low. 

Bndgepntff Elijah Waterman. 

Broolmeld, Abner Brundage. 

Huntington, Thomas Punderson. 

Ifunroe, Chauncey G. Lee. 

New Fairfield, Meciad Rogers. 

Newtown, 

Reading, Daniel Crocker. 

Stratfoid, 

TrambuU, Reuben Taylor. 

New Milford, First, Andrew Eliot 

Yale-CoUege, Matthew R. Dutton, Prof, of 

[Math. & Nat. Phil. 

8. WINDHAM ASSOCIATION. 

Ashford, First, Philo Judson. 

Westford, WUliam Storrs. 

Eastford, Reuben Torrey. 

Canterbury, First, Thomas J. Murdpck. 

Westminster, Enmtus Leamed. 

Chaplin, - - - . . Jared Andrews. 

Columbia, David Dickinson. 

Hampton, I^dovicus Weld. 

KiUingly, Second, larael Day. 

Third, Ros^eO Whitmore. 

Lebanon, First, aebulon Ely. 

Bxeter, 
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Tavm9. Socieliet. MifnUtert. 

Mansfield, First, Anson S. Atwood. 

NorU), Moses C. Welch, D. D. 

Plainfield, Orin Fowler. 

Pomfrct, First, James Porter. 

Abington, Walter Lyon. 

Sterling, 

Tiiompson, Daniel Dow. 

Voluntown, -.-•-- 

Windham, First, Cornelius B. Everest. 

Woodaiodc, First, Eliphalet Lyman. 

Muddy Brook, Samuel Backus. 

West, Ahran Undetwood. 

9. LITCHFIELD NORTH ASSOCIATION. 

Canaan, First, Charles Prentiss. 

North, Pitkin Cowles. 

' Colebrook, Chauncey Lee. . 

Cornwall, First, Timothy Stone. 

Second, Walter Smith. 

Goshen, Joseph Harvey. 

Kent, 

New.Hartford, Cyrus Yale. 

Norfolk, Ralph Emerson. 

Saiisbuiy, 

Sharon, First, David L, Pcny. 

Ellsworth, Frederick Gridley. 

Torriiigton, First, Alexander Gillett. 

°^ t Epi^jhrss Goodman. 

Warren, Peter Starr. 

Winchester, First, Frederick Marsh. 

Winsted, James Beach. 

n.i»i;»fl«^.« C Jonathan Miller, 

Burhngton. i Erastus CUq>p. 

Canton, Jeremiah Hallock. 

10. LITCHFIELD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

Litchfirld, First, Lyman Beecher, D. D. 

South Farms, Henry Robinson. 

Northfield, J. E. Camp. 

Mihon, 

Bethlem, ..... John Langdon. 

Hai w inton, George E. Pearce. 

Ni-w Milford, Bridgewater, 

Plymouth, Luther Hart. 

Roxbury, Fosdick Harrison. 

Washington, First, » Stephen Mason. 

New Preston, Charles A. Boardman. 

Watertown, Horace Hooker. 

Woodbury, South, Samuel R. Andrew. 

Nortl^ Grove L. BrowncB. 
Southbuiy, Fitst, 

South Britain, Noah Smith. 

Sherman, Mahby Gebton. 



Lia of Miniaen, ^c. 
11. HIDULESES ASSOCIATION. 



7W«. 


».cJrtiei. 




H«]d.m, 




John M«h. 


Cluuliun, 


Middle Hiddim, 


David Seldeo. 




EMt Hsniplon, 


Joel Wert. 


EMtHaddun, 


Finrt. 


S KUjah P»rtOna, 
JiMc Parsons. 




Millington, 


WiUJiniL™ui,D.D. 




H«iljme. 


jo«ph v«ai. 


SimngwoRh. 


FiW, 


Hart Talcott. 




North, 


P^eriS W. Hotchkin. 


S^brook, 


Piirt. 




PetUpwR, 






Wertbrook, 


SyWerter Selden. 




Chester, 




Co1chc«er, 


West Cbesler, 


Jacob Scale*. 


Lyme, 


Fi^i^ 


Lathrap RockweU. 




North, 


Jo«i>h Hawei. 




12. TOLLAND A3S0CUTION. 


Tolled, 




5 Nathan William».D.D. 
UnaelNaki. 


Bolton. 






Covcnlry, 


Fiiit," 


Chauncey Booth. 




North, 


GcDTve A. Calhoun. 




Andover, 




Ellinjfton, 




Diodale Brockway. 


Hebron. 


First, 


Amos Bavetl, U. D. 




GUe.d, 


Nathan GUIett 


Somen. 




William L. Strong. 




Km. 


Harver Smith. 
Joseph Knight 




West, 


Vernon, 






Union, 






Willii^ton, 




Hubbel Loomifc 



^^ Choke of Dtl^aUt. 



No. VIL 

Choice of DelegaUt. 

The Delegates to the several Ecclesiastical Bodies, in connexion with 
the Genenl Association of Contiecticut, to be holden in June, 1824, are to 
be nominated by the several Associations as ioDovs : 

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, for May, 1825, 
litchfield North, Middlesex, and ToUand Associations. 

To the General Association of Blassacbusetts, for June, 1825, Hartford 
North, and Hartford South Associations. 

To the General Association of New-Hampshire, for September, 1824, 
New-Haven West, and New-Haven East Associations. 

To ^e General Convention of Vermont, for September, 1824, New-Loo- 
don and Fuifield West Associations. 

To the Evangefical Consociation of Rhode laknd, for June, 1825, Fairfield 
Bast and Windham Anociations. 



PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



QEXEBJlli JL^^OCIATIOX 



OF 



CONNECTICUT, 



JUNE, 1824. 



BARTFORD : 
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1824. 



PROCEEDINGS 



OF tHE 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 



M a Meeting ef the General Association of ConnecticiU^ ai Oosiken, 
on Ae third Tuesday rf June^ 1824. Present, 



Rev. Messrs. 

Noah Porter, 
John Bartlett, 

Samuel Goodrich, 
Joshua L. Williams, 

• Mark Mead, 
Ellphalet 'B. Coleman, 

David Smith, 
Timothy P. Gillett, 

John Hyde, 
Levi Nelson, 

.Isaac Lewis, jun. 
Edward W. Hooker, 

El^ah Waterman, 
Chauncey G. Lee, 

Philo Judson, 

Walter Smith, 
Frederick Gridley, 

Bamuel R. Andrew, 
Stephen Mason, 

Joseph Vailf, 
Isaac Parsons, 

Hubbel Loomis, 
Chauncey Booth, 

William Hill, D. D. 
Aaron W. Leiand, D. D. 
Henry White, 

Elisha D. Andrews, 

Elijah Dexter, 
Ellakim Phelps, 

Roger C. Hatch, 

Joel Mann, 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



From 
Hartford North Association. 

Hartford South: 

New-Haven West. 

New-Haven East. 

New-Londdtt. 

Fairfield West 

Fairfield East. 



^ Windham. 
Litchfield North. 



I 

I 
I 



Litchfield South. 

Middlesex. x 

Tolland. 

General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church of the U. States. 



^ General Convention of Vermont. 
Gen. Association of Massachusetts. 



I 



^Gen. Association of N. Hampshire. 
y Evan. Consociation of Rhode-Island. 
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The ReT. Noah Porter was chosen Scribe. 

The Rev. Samuel Goodrich wai choeen Moderator. 

The Rev. Tioiothy P. Gillett was chosen Assistant Scribe. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

The rules of the Association were read ; — and Rev. Messrs. D. 
Smith, Hill, Loomis, Andrews, Hatch, and Nelson were appointed 
a Committee of Overtures ; who reported the order of business, 
which report was accepted. 

Rev. Messrs. Williams, Andrew, Parsons, Leiand, and Dexter 
were chosen a Committee, to prepare, from the reports which may- 
be exhibited to this body, a general narrative of the state of reli- 
gion, within the limits of the General, Association of Connecticut, 
and of the other Ecclesiastical iKidies connected with it, to be ex- 
hibited during the present session. 

The reports on the state of religion, from the District Associa- 
tions, and other Ecclesiastical faiodies in connection with tliis 
body, were read and committed. 

Public worship was attended. Sermon by Rev. Habbel Loomis, 
from John xv. 24. ** They have both seen and hated both me and 
my Father." 

The refMirt of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut was read and accepted Set JppauHxj No. 1. v And Rev. 
Messrs. Waterman, Mead, and Lewis were appointed a Committee 
to take ioto consideration the (acts stated by the Trustees, and to 
report what measures, if any, should be adopted to increase the in- 
cume of the Society. 

Communications from Rev. Dr. Flint, requesting that he n%ht 
not be re-appointed as one of the Trustees of the Missionary So- 
ciety ol Connecticut, nor as Treasurer of the General Aaaociatioo, 
were read. 

The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from thie first Wednesday of 
August next, vii, Hon. Jonathan Brace, John Caldwell, Esq. 
Enoch Perkins, Esq. Samuel Pitkin, Esq. Thomas Hubliard, Esq.' 
William W. Ellsworth, Esq. the liev. Messrs. Nathan Periuni, 
D.' D. Calvin Chapin, D D. Samuel Goodrich, Henry A. Row- 
land, Noah Porter, and Joel Hawes. 

AndrefT Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and Rev. 
SAmuel Whittelsey, Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connect- 
icut, for one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association was 
read and accepted. See Appendix^ No. 11.; and Rev. Joel H. 
Linsley was appointed Treasurer, and Rev. Dr. Chapin, AadilOK. 

The following persona were chosen Delegates to the several 
Ecclesiastical iKKlies in connection with this body, vu. 

Rev. David L. Perry, ^ To the Gen. Assembly of (he Presby- 
„ Aaron Hovey, \ terian Church, Philadelphia, third 
„ Ansel Nash, ) Thursday of May, 1825. 

And Rev. Messrs. Joseph Harvey, Isaac Persons, and Cbaun- 
cey Booth were chosen sahstitotes. 
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Rev. Francis L. Robbins, ) Gen. Association of Massachusetts, 
„ Newton Sliinner, ) fourth Tuesday of June, 1S25. 

And Rev. Mess. Joel Hawes, and Samuel Goodrich, substitutes. 

Rev. Mark Mead, } Gen. Association of N. Hampshire, 

„ Zolva Whitmore, \ Londonderry, 1st Tue8.8ept.1824. 

And Rev. Messrs. Amos Pettengiil, and William J. Boardman, 
anbititates. 

Rev. Abel M<Ewen, } Gen. Convention of Vermont,Ghar- 

„ Nathaniel Hewit, ) lotte, 2d Tuesday Sept. 1824. 

And Rev. Messrs. Salmon Gone, and E. W. Hooker, substitutes. 

x 

Rev. William Andrews, } Evan. Conso. of R. Island, Little 
„ James Porter, ^ Rest, 8. Kingston; 2d Tues. June. 

And Rev. Messrs. Reuben Taylor, and Rosweli Whitmore, sub- 
stitutes. 

VoUdj That the District Associations be requested to nominate 
to this body, in their turn, not only the delegates, but their sub- 
stitutes to other Ecclesiastical bodies, and that if any Association 
neglect to comply with this request, this body will proceed to 
make the appointment. 

In consequence of a communication from Tolland Association, 
Rev. Messrs. Lewis and Loorois were appointed a Committee on 
the question — In what manner shall it be considered regular for 
District Associations to receive, as members, persons ordained or 
installed among them, who have been, previously, connected with 
other Ecclesiastical bodies ? with directions to make report to this 
body. 

Rev. Messrs Waterman, Leiand, and Gillett were appointed a 
Committee on the question — Is the ordination of a minister over 
a congregational church a recognition of the regular christian 
standing of that church ? with directions to report to this body. 

Acyoumed to 8 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, June 16th, met according to adjournment. 

The Committee, on the subject of divorces, made a report, which 
was accepted and adopted. See AppetuUx^ No. 111. Whereupon, 
Rev. Messrs. Loomis, Lewis, Waterman, and Hill were appointed 
a Committee to report what measures, if any, are advisable to lie 
adopted by this body, with reference to that subject. 

The Committee on the Everest Fund made a ireport, which 
was accepted. See Appendix^ No. IV. 

Rev. Messrs Smith and Parsons were appointed to nominate the 
Committee on the Everest Fund, for the year ensuing.— In com- 
pliance with their report. Rev Messrs, Jeremiah Hallock, Thomas 
Rohbios, and Noah Porter were appointed the Committee. . 

The Committee, on the report of the Trustees of the Missiona- 
ry Society of Connecticut, made a report, which was accepted and 
adopted ; aiid in purroance thereof, 

Resohedy That this Association earnestly recommend to each 
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mSnifter, connected with thii body, to take all prudent measoies 
to increase tlie annual contributions for the benefit of the Mission- 
ary Society of Connecticut. 

The Committee on the subject of intemperance made a report, 
stating that the specific measures, which they were apfiointed to 
carry into effect, were found impracticable — which was accepted. 

The Committee on the question from Tolland AssociatioB 
made a report, which was adopted, as follows : '' in the opinion of 
your Committee, no Association ought to receive as m member of 
its body, any minuter, until he present to the Association, a letter 
of dismission and recommendation from the Ecclesiastical body 
with which he was last connected.** 

Rev. Messrs. Waterman, Leland, Dexter, Loomis, Andrews* 
Smith, Lewis, Mann, and Mead were appointed a Committee, to 
report rules to be observed respecting Candidates travelling with- 
out the limits of this liody. * 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Darrative of the state of 
religion, made a report, which was accepted and adopted. Su 
Appendix^ Ko. V. 

A resolution of Tolland Association, on the subject of the 
Ministers' Annuity Society, was read, in pursuance of which, 

ResoUfed, That it be recommended to ministers, in connection 
with this body, to become members of that Society. 

The' following persons were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of minbters travelling from this into other states, viz.— 
Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perlsins, D. D. Calvin Chapin, D. D. Jere- 
miah Day, D. D. LL. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph Strong, D. D. 
Isaac Lewis, jun. Elijah Waterman, Daniel Dow, James Beach, 
Lyman Beecher, D. D. Frederick W. Hotchkiss, and Nathan 
Willian)s, D. D. 

The Committee, appointed to report rules respecting candidates 
travelling from this state, reported, that in the appointment of per- 
sons to certify the regular standing of minbters travelling to other 
states, the word *' preachers" be substituted for the word ** min- 
isters." 

Communications from delegates to other ecclesiastical bodies 
were read. 

Rev. Messrs. Williams and Lee were appointed to receive the 
names of unsettled minbters, in connection with t^e General As> 
sociation, and of licentiates from the several Dbtrict Associations, 
agreeably to the resolution adopted the last year, and report a 
complete Ibt. 

The report of the Directors, and the report of the Treasurer of 
the Domestic Missionary Society, were read and accepted, and 
committed to the Secretary of the Society for publication. 

FcUd, That it be recommended to each church, in thb state, 
in connection with this body^ to have a contribution in the month 
of September or October,' for the purpose of aiding destitute and 
feeble churches and societies in providing for themselves the sta- 
ted enjoyment of the ordinances of the gospel ; and that the con- 
tribution b^ paid over to the Treasurer of the Domestic Mission- 



MmuUsjofAe Qenerai Associaiiak. 7 

wry Society : Also, that the report of the Directors of said Socie- 
ty be {Hiblicly read, aad that in all cases^ where it may be deemed 
ex|iedieot, the congregation be invited to join ia the contribution : 
And furthermore, that each clerical Director of the Society be an 
agent to obtain an aqnual contribution, or to adopt such measures 
as he siiall deem expedient, for the purpose of increasing the funds 
of the Society, in each parish within his own district. 

The following persons were chosen Directors of the Domestic 
Missionary Society for the year ensuing, viz, Messrs. Timothy 
Dwight, Timothy. Stillman, Matthew Marvin, Esq. Richard Hub- 
bard, John Hall, Esq. Rev. Messrs. Joel Hawes, Caleb J. Tenney, 
Samuel Merwin, Altron Dutton, Abel M^Ewen, Isaac Lewis, jun. 
William Andrews^ Daniel Dow, Joseph Harvey, Lyman Beecher, 
D. D. Aaron Hovey, William L. Strong, and Zephaniah Swift. 

The Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor, was chosen Secretary, Sam- 
uel J. Hitchcock> Treasurer, and Roger S. Skinner, Auditor of the 
Domestic Missionary Society for the year ensuing. 
' The following persons were appointed receivers of money in 
their respective Associations, for the Treasury of the General 
Assttciation, vix Rev. Messrs. Joy H. Fairchifd, Joab Brace, 
Erastus Scranton, Timothy P. Gillett, Salmon Cone, Sylvester 
Eaton, Andrew Eliot, James Porter, Charles Prentice, Stephen 
Mason, Isaac Parsons, and George A. Calhoun. 

The Committee, appointed to prepare a list of unsettled minis- 
ters, in connection with the General Association, and of lifentiates 
from the several District Associations, made a report^ which was 
adopted. See Appendix^ No. VI. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 8 o'clock. 



Thursday, June 17, met according to adjournment. 

Vcted^ That the receivers of Aoney be requested by the dele- 
gates of the several Associations, to collect and transmit arreara- 
ges, due to the Treasury of the General Association. 

Communications from agents of the American Colonization So- 
ciety, .were m ide : Whereupon, 

ResoUfedy That the Association do highly approve of the object 
and exertions of the Colonization Society, and do recommend to 
the ministers, in our connection in this state, to use their influence 
in that way they shall judge proper, to aid the Society. 

The Committee on the question, ** Is the ordination of a minis- 
ter over a congregational church, a recognition of the regular 
christian standing of that church T made a report, which was ac- 
cepted, amended and adopted : Whe^upon, 

Resolved^ Ist. That in the opinion of this Association, an act 
of council ordaining or installing a person over any body of men, 
not previcNisly organized as a church of Christ, does not constitute 
or produce their regularity. 

2dly. That by their said act the council do, however, most 
clearly assert and recognize the regularity, as a church of Christ, 
of those persons over whom they place a person in the ministiT; 



\ 
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3dlf. That noehureb can be ragnlarly organized, from Ibe 
members of another churcb, without its consent, until the latter 
church has forfeited its christuiD character, or unless such organim- 
tioa is made by a power to tvbich the church holds itself amenable. 

Rev. Joseph Harvey was appointed to preach the Ccndo md 
Ckrwm^ at the ensuing Commencement at Yale College. 

The vote, adopting the Report of the Committee, on divorce, 
was re-considered : and the Committee to whom it was referred 
to report what further measures on that sotgect should be adopteiS, 
reported various amendments of said Report, which were adopted. 
The Re(iort as thus amended was read and adopted, and ordered 
to be printed. On recommendation of the last named Committee, 

Reatlved^ That a Committee be appointed to prepare a petition 
to be presented to the Legulature of this state, praying that hon- 
orable body, not to grant divorces in any case, except 'for adultery, 
further than from tied and board, and that the Committee report 
said petition to the next General Aseodation ; and that in caae 
the Association approve the petition, that it be communicated to 
the churches for their signature. Rev. Messrs. Calvin Cbapin, 
D. D. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Joel Hawes and Noah Porter were 
appointed the Committee for that purpose. 

A list of the towns, congregatioaal societies, and ministera in 
the state of Connecticut, in connection with the Genera^ Associa- 
tion, arranged according to District Associations, was made. S^ 
Ajmenduc^ No. VII. 

Vided^ That the Treasurer of the General Association be re* 
quested to transmit to this body, at their next meeting, a separate 
account of all the moneys received from each District AssoBiation, 
since the rule passed, June, 1810, recommending that each minis- 
ter pay a tax (MT 25 cents annually. 

V&teA, That the Rev. Joel H. Linsley be requested to prepare 
for publication, and to superintend the printing and distribution of 
the Minutes of this Association, and that he be allowed for his 
services the sum of five dollars. 

Fotod^ That the Rev. Mr. Haryey be req^iested to present the 
thanks of this txxly to the people, for the respect, kindness, and 
hospitality which they have manifested to this body during Its 
present session,, and also to the choir of singers for their services. 

VfiUd^ That the thanks of this body be presented to Rev. Dr. 
Flint, for hb long and faithful services as Treasurer of the Gene- 
ral Association : And the Moderator is requested to present this 
vote of thanks in the name of the body to Dr. Flint. 

VdiUdy That the next meeting of the General Association be at 
Litchfield, at the house of Rev. Lyman Beecber, D. D. on the 
third Tuesday of June, 1825, at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. Dr. Hill. 

Attest, NOAH PORTER, \ c,^nt^^ 

TIMOTHY P. GILLETT, S 
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APPENDIX. 

No. I. 

» 

Report of the Tnuteea of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

Tv the MUnmuxry Sodetn of Oormeeticut, to be cenvened at Gothtn^ on the 
third Tuetday tfJune^ 1824^ the Trutteee of the Society retpectfiiUy preteni 
the foUarwing report s 

RXTSBBITD UrS BELOTSn BbETUBBS IV TBB L0VS» 

Thb revolving year reminds the Trustees of their increasing obfigation 
to unite, with their brethren of theMissionaiy Society, in a grrateful acknow- 
ledgment of the mercies of their Lord and Saviour, in his continued smiles 
upon this Society, and upon the cause of missions through the christian 
world. No religious or charitable institution has been, more manifestly, 
the care of the good providence of God, than this Society from its com- 
mencement to the present time. No one has more fuOy answered the pious 
and benevolent designs of its founders, and we trust that no one, in propor- 
tion to its means, has been instrumental of making greater accesaions to the 
church of Christ. In pursuance of the plans commenced by the early Trus- 
tees of this Society, whose souls now rest with the spirits of the blessed, the 
present Board continue to direct their attention to missionary labours in 
the new and destitute settlements of the United States. It was early con- 
templated, that a part of the funds of this Society would be applied to the 
purpose of christianizing the Indian^ on our borders. That work having 
been commenced in a judicious manner, and prosecuted with systematic 
prudence and fidelity, by the '* Ameripan Board of Commisnoners for 
Foreign Missions," and the resources of this Society having always been in- 
sufficient for the urgent calls of the new setdements, the Trustees have felt 
it their duty to confine their exertions, as already stated- Accompanying this 
report, the Trustees transmit a number of copies of the twenty-fifth Annual 
< Narrative of Missions, performed under their direction^ for the information 
of the members of the Society. From this, it will appear that, during the 
year 1833, about the same amount of missionary labour was performed as in 
the preceding year. The number of Missionaries employed, for a gfreater or 
less portion of the time, is thirty-seven. With the diligence and fideli^ 
of their Missionaries, the Trustees have much reason to be satisfied ; and th^ 
feel bound to make mention of the mercies of the Lord in preserving them in 
their accumuteted labours, amid the perils of the wilderness and the dangers 
of the pestilence. The Trustees have long had occasion to notice, that 
while their Missionaries have often been visited with sickness^ and frequently 
in circumstances peculiarly unfavourable, so few have been called away by 
death. The last Narrative makes mention of two ftithful labourers; the 
Rev. Amasa Loonlis and the Rev. William Boies^ whom it has pleased a holy 
Qodto remoYefimnthe miinonary field, and from the service of the church 
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<m earth. Where they were moft known their loa will be sererely felt 
The miMionary field* now occupied by the laboureri in the service of this 
Society, includes extensive portions of the states of Vermont, New-Yorie, 
Penn^lvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentacky, Tennessee, MissisBippi, and 
Miaaoiiri : a tract of country not less extensive than the whole settled part of 
the United States, at the close of the revolutionary war. Considerable por- 
tions of these extensive territories have indeed a nunerous population. Tet 
in consequence of the promiscuous classes of people, which oompose thii 
population, their scattered state, and the privations inddent to eaily settle- 
ments, they are emphatically missionary ground ; and if they cannot be sap- 
plied »'ith gvispel ordinances through this medium, it seems unavoidable that 
they must become, in a great degree, a moral waste* 

AH accounts, from the western countries, prove the benefits of miasionsp 
ry labours, in extending the infant settlements and forming the state of so* 
ciety. They are powerfully efficacious in converting the natural wildemesib 
not less than the moral desert, into a fruitful field. In an expectation of 
enjoying these privileges, pertons are induced to eougrate to the new settle* 
ment% who would be ornaments to any community, and there become the 
pillars of society. 

The following extract is from the journal of one of our Biiasiooaries : 
^ This is one of the youngest settlements in this region. Tliere are a few 
excellent people in it« Truly there is something remarkable in the dtt- 
pensations of Providence towards most of these townships, in Incafing some 
one or more pious, intelligent, and valuable dtiaens in them, as lieaders in 
all their religious assemblies, when they have not a Missionaiy amoi^ 
them.'* ^ 

With regard to the effect of missionary labours in producing an estab- 
lishment of gospel ordinances, it has been unifonnly found, in opposition to 
the apprehensions of some, that the more these privileges are enjoyed in 
any portion of the new settlements, the greater is the desire of the people 
to possess the stated meana of grace, and the greater their exeitiona to 
provide these blessings for themselves. Where missionaiy labouia have 
been most numerous, the difference in the state of society, compared with 
parts not thus fiivoured, is apparent to every passing traveller. Wlule by 
the same means the rich grace of God, who never forgets his promise to 
the dispensation of his gospel, is prepariog multitudes of immortal souls for 
everlasting blessedness. 

During the past year the labours of this Society have had the signal bles- 
sing of the grace of God. Repeated instances of religious rei^val are men- 
tioned in the missionary journals, as well ss the ordinaiy blesrings of the great 
Head of the church, on the public and private ministrationa of his goq>eL 
By these, his few fidthfiil children, sitting solitary in the wUdemess^ are pre- 
served from despondency, their expiring graces are revived, they are qwdc- 
ened to new exertiona and prayer for the prosperity of 2ion. By these^ 
the Bible ia earned to the lonely cottage« and that revealed tratb^ which 
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cost the blood of the Son of God, is made known to inunortal nunds which 
muit otherwise remain nearly or totally ignorant of the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation. By these, the humble walls of the obscurest dwellings 
are made, to echo the groanings of the burdened spirit, and the praises of 
the rejoicing soul. The calls for missionary labour were never more nume- 
rous or importunate than during the year past. The Society will perceive 
that the field continually widens ; that ground once occupied cannot now 
be leftt while new stations are continually presented, and the affecting evils 
of many ready to perish are calling for the bread of life. The progress of 
gospel privileges, in the western countfy, is far from equalling the progress 
of the population^ or the extension of the settlements; and notwithstaitding 
the efforts of christian benevolence hitherto made, and as now directedy 
every year increases the number of those who^ in our fiivoured christian 
-land* are perishing for lack of vision. 

In view of these things it is not without painful sensations that the Trus- 
tees call the attention of the Society to the state of their funds. Nothing 
but the limitation of these resources prevents the Trustees from employing 
many more Missbnaries with not less prospects of usefulness than those 
now in their service. 

The annual receipts of the Treasurer from all sourcel from the jen 1800 
to the present time, exclusive of three years, in which there was no general 
contribution, being twenty-one years amounts, on an average, to S 5953 
each year. The average income for four years past exclusive of a legacy of 
JS 2908 from the bte Doct Sokimon Everest of Csnton, is £4991 a year. 
The average amount of' the public contributions authorized by the General 
Assembly for twenty-one yean^ 18 03908. The average, for four yean part, 

18S2568. 

At the contribution of May, 1833, about one fourth part of the eodesiasd- 
cal societies of the state, inducing some that are huge and wealthy, made 
no collections. The collections of the present year, so far as received, are 
generally less than the year preceding. Thus while the field of misriona- 
ly labour, in which the principal reliance of the destitute settlements is on 
this Society, is constantly extehding ; while.the caOi for assistance, accom- 
panied with the most heart-felt acknowledgmenU for fiivours received, be- 
come, every year, more and more importunate, there is much reason to fear 
that the operations of the Trustees must be reduced. May we not yet hope 
that the people of the sUte will not suffer the operations of this Society, 
one ofthe oldest hi our oountiy; one which has so often rejoiced the hearts 
of thousands and thousands of the children of God, and on which the Divine 
blesttng has been so conspicuous to be paralized for want of pecuniaiy nip- 
plies? 

FUhers and Biethren, the gospel fiekl m which you aie called to hbour 

by your Ifissionaries is great ; the work is arduous snd highly responsible. 
In the centre of a great oonttaent youarekying the foundations of many 
generations; yoa are there phnitii« churches and establidiiQg sjfstemsof 
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educfttion, which win flouridi in MiOeiiiiial dayib The remoTftl of jrour pre- 
deceMon tnd fellow labouren calls you to work while it ii dayt for the 
mgbt Cometh when no man can work.* Within a few weeks pa^ as yoa 
know, the Rev. Dr. Wekh, who was, for many yeaw, a fiiutiiful member of 
the boanl of Trustees, has been called fromhis hibours on earth, to the fefi- 
city of the &ithlul in heaven. His place, the Society will perecire it to be 
necessaiy to supply by the election of some other person. 

May the blessing of the God of our fathers rest upon the Society, upon 
their Trustees, upon their Misnonaries, and uponaU who labour for the 
prosperity of Zion, for the Redeemer's sake. 
In the name of the Trustees, 

SAMUEL WHTTTELSEY, Swrefory. 

Hartford, June 1% 1834. 



No, II. 
Account of the Treasurer of the Genenl Association. 

^ JVo. 1. 

liecmpu ^ the TVeaturer, from June, 192^9 i9Jui9etl^SU. 

1833. 
Jane 16. Receired from the Rev. David Seldei^ 

for Middlesez Association, • - « 
ir. Rec^Ted from the Rer. Chauncey Bootlit 
for Tolland Aiaociation, 

18. Received from the Rev. T P. Gillett, 

for New-Haren Ea^t Association, 
Received fonm the Rev. Nathaniel Hewit, 

for Fairfield West AsBOciation, 
Received from the Rev. Salmon Cone, 

for New-Iiondon Association, 

19. Recaved from the Rev. Charles Prentice, 

for Litchfield North Association, 
Received from the Rev. Henry A. RowUnd, 
for Hartford North Association, . 
Sept 90. Received from the Fairfield East Association! 
Dec 3. Received fromihe Rev. James Porter, 
1834. for Windham Association, 

May 96. Recttved from the Rev. Erastus Scranton^ 

fw New-Uaven West Assodatioot 



1833. 
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g2 50 

srs 

2 75 
9 75 

3 75 
1 50 

. 3 35 

300 

.3 75 
300 



S39 00 



5 00 



June 38. To copying Itinutes, - • - - ' • ^22 
July 7. To paSd Peter B. Gleaaon & Ca for printuig Minutes, 38 75 
Septal. To pud for transportation of Minutes, - ^ 32 

."S33 97 
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€f€nBrai Statement. 

Bdnee doe tfie TreMorer, as repotted June, 1833» 12 03 

IHibuneiiMntB at fisund on the preceding page, 33 97 



46 00 
Beoeipti Bom June, 1833, to 18H - 39 00 

Balance due the TrtMorer, June 4b 1834^ gl7 00 

ABEL FLINT, T)rea9uper» 

This certifies that I have examined the accounts of Bev. Dr. Hint, as 
Treasurer of the General Association of Connecticut for the year ending 4th 
June, 1834| and thi^t I find a balance due the Treasurer of seventeen doUars. 

C. CHAPIN, Auditer. 

June S. Since the above account was audited* received from the 

Bev. Sylvester Eaton, for Fairfield West Association, g 4 00 
Which reduces the above baUoice to 13 doUars. 

TV Me General AteodaHon of Cormectiaa, 

BsLOVBD Bavnnunr, 
I herewith transmit my account to you as Treasurer, for the last year, 
from which it will appear that there is a bahnce due me of thirteen dolkrs. 
I have been your Treasurer fiir twenty-four years, and 1 request the Gene- 
fal Association to accept of my grateful a^nowledgmenti, for the confidence 
yon have pbwed in me^ and the respect you have shown me. As it is un- 
certain whether I shaH continue in the state during the year ensuing, I 
think it proper to lequcit, that some other person may be appointed Trea- 
.aurer in my room. The papers which I have in my possession^ refbiring to 
the Ttoasniy of the General Association^ win be defivered to my successor, 
whenever he shaH call upon me tar them i and firom him I shall expect to 
feceive the balance due to me. 

Toun with nuch respect and esteem, 

ABEL FLINT. 
Hartford, June 11, 1834. 



No. in. 

Report on the subject of Divorces. 

To the General Aueeialien ef Cmnactf ctii; fs he eemfened in Goekeiif en the 

third Tuetdajf ofJune^ 1834. 

*'ln case of a £vorce granted by the civil suthority between a husband and 
wife, merely on the ground of afienation of aflTection and quarreli^ what 
shall the church do with the psrty, whether the husband or the wife^bekmgw 
mg to their *^if"P^""*"> who pnnies again daring the fife of the other 
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The Committee, to whom the latt Generil AasociAtioii referred the above 
recited question, presented to that body by the District Association of Tol- 
land County, respectfuOy report : 

That they have attended to the subject submitted to their examination ; 
and that, in their opinion, a correct answer depends on the decision of the 
two following questiona: b the supposed marriai^ consistent with the laws 
of the state ? And is it conmstent with the Isws of God f 

1. Is the supposed marrisire consistent with the laws of the state ? To 
this the answer is clearly aflirmative. It is in pursuance of these laws, as 
the Comnuttee understand, that the numerous and increasing instances of 
divorce take place. It is, furthermore, understood, th^t, of late, they are 
universally unconditional. The civil code, and consequently the dvil prac- 
tice, imposes no restrictions upon either of the 'parties divorced. Both are 
left at liberty to form new conjupd relations. 

It is said, moreover, that^ in cases not a few, this libetty is known to have 
created a veiy successful temptation to transfer the conjugal affection which 
ought to be unalienable — ^to produce quarrels, also, preparatory for a di- 
vorce ; and that engagements, to marry the objects of transferred affectioiH 
have been made, even before the request for divorce by human authority 
was offlered. 

Thus the laws of men permit the supposed marriage. A complaint, 
founded on the statutes of the state, cannot, therefore, be sustained. 

Nor do hmnan laws stop with mere permission. Such a marriage, having 
been solemnized, they rccognijse and establish as vafid. Its recQgnitioo, 
and establishment b^ the state, would, in the judgment of the church, be 
cleariy justifiable, if human and divine bws, on the subject, were, in all 
teq>ecti^ the same. 

Submission to every ordinance of man, fir the Ltr^t uUbe g obedience to 
magistrates^ and subjection to the powers that be, as ordained of God, are 
duties made indispensable by inspired command. They are indispensable^ 
however, on the conditions very carefolly and explicitly connected with the 
precepts of the infinite Legislator, by whom they are enjoined. The laws 
of men, it is perfectly phuiv can be binding then, and then only, when they 
are consistent with the laws which God has enacted, ,and communicated 
by an especial rcTelation. I( upon any subject, laws human and divine do 
not agree» no christian— no chvrch— >no believer in the existence of Jehovahp 
can hesitate a moment in deciding whether man, or God, should be obeyed* 

2. It the nipp9Bed marriage condttentTrnth the Um§9fG«d? This is thought 
to be the prindpal point, which, in the present case, demands inrestigatioD. 
The light of truth here wiU disclose to the church the path of its duty. 
From the holy scriptures alone does that light emanate. 

This question may be usefuOy divided. Bow don CkrUt^ the nipreme Le- 
giekUor, view the cot^gal rekuien f And what crime doet he name at firming 
a ju9t(/iable grmindfir dittthing the marriage cmUract, i^dle the partiet 
are yet Uidng f 
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1. How does Christ, the nipfeme Legitlator, view the conjugal reUtion > 
From obedience to the primeval law, there was andoabtedly an extreme 
departure, through many agea, by polygamy and concubinage, even among 
the cUstinguished people of God. Divoroea also became' frequent, and for 
alight causes. ** But in the beginning it was not so.'* All sexual connec- 
tion, except between husband and wife, was implicitly forbidden. 

It does not appear that Christ has riiade it the duty of his people to aacer- 
tain, whether there waa a pontive dispensation, which, in any sense, could 
justify that departure, and those divorces. It is remarkable, however, that 
he mentions hardness of heart as the reason, that bills of divorce were so 
eanly obtained, and that putting away waa so common. He speaks of it in 
terms that prove its exceeding criminality. 

It is not less remarkable, that when the Pharisees, ** tempting him," en- 
quired. Matt. xix. 3. whether it was *■ lawful for a man to put away his 
wife for every cause ?" he answered, by reviving and estabfishing the ori- 
ginal charter, and he did it by repeating the veiy Words of the original 
institute. ** Have ye not read, that he who made them at the beginning, 
made them male and female ?" That there might be no possibility of mis- 
take, excepting by wiUul perversion, he subjoins the reason originally given, 
^ For this cause*'— their having been created male and female, and only one 
of each sex— >'* for this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife."— In the next verse he declares the decree of infinite 
wisdom, setting forth the peculiar trut of character by which this connection 
was to be perpetually distinguished from every other. ** Wherefore they 
are no more twaun, bu^ one ilesh." He thus exhibits the singular nature of 
the conjugal relation. On this fi^t is founded a law of Heaven, which can 
in no age of the worid be innocently violated. As if, furthermore, to put 
eveny question, upon tikis subject, for ever at rest, he adds, '''What, there- 
fore, God hath joined, let not man put asunder." 

The legitimate and true inference cannot be easily misapprehended. It 
is impossible for man to break up this connection and be guiltless. IS, m 
extreme cases of alienated affection and of quarrels, through depravity, it 
ever becomes necessary for man to teparaie husband and wife, yet the con- 
nubial tie continues unbroken by such causes. Of course, neither party can 
marry again, and be innocent. The Legislator of the universe has sever 
bestowed upon man a warrant, by any civil enactments, or in any other way, 
to render such a marriage valid. — ^llius Christ ordains, that the conjugal 
relation, constituting husband and wife one flesh, shall be indissoluble by 
any right of human authority, saving for the cause of fornication or adukeiy, 
which mean the same thing in this connection. 

3. What crime does Christ name as justifying a dissolution of the conju- 
gal relation, or as causing the twain to be no longer one flesh ? It is wor- 
thy of repetition, that he does not, when legislating upon tins subject, even 
aHude to alienation of affection, or to quarrels between husband and wife. 
Such alienation and such quarveli are indeed sinful. As a violation of sKred 
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VQWB, ind of ftidi lolemiily pfiightedt tfaey are ttm Teiy hebiotis and aggift- 
▼ated. They are a warfare waged agaiott bearen, and againat aociety» no 
lev realljr than againat domestic peace and enjoyment But diey do not 
. authorize the diMolving of that connubial tie by which the wretcbed partiea 
have been leEc^oody comtituted ''one fleih." 

What then ia the crimen wluch» by the deciaon of the omnaacient Judge* 
may be the ground of disaolting the conjugal relation Mt is aduUenf, It 
ia the sexual and carnal intercourse of either huiriiand or wife with a third 
person. This is, in distinction from all others, lAe crime. Whether the 
guilt of tbis be greater or less than that of thoae sins which are inseparable 
from alienated affections» and from quarrels, mankind are incompetent to 
determine. Christ has not required his people to measure with ezactneaa 
the magnitude of guilt incurred by one mode of nnning, in comparison with 
that of another. His rules of life extend to the prohibition of ttn in eyeiy 
form. 

The dissolution of the connubial bond by adultery is founded on the rexy 
nature of that relation which lawful marriage establishes. In every p<nnt 
of ?iew, the sin ia greaJL The guilt is tinged with a crimson dye. So it 
has been considered by nations, of every age and countiy, po sses s in g the 
smallest claim to elevation of character. Laws, consequently, of no more 
than human authority, hare justly subjected adulterers to extreme penahiea 
and puns. In the sight of heaven, also^ and by a " decree that changeth 
not," adultery is a sort of iniquity marked with denundations of ** wrath 
unto the uttermost.*' The all-wise Legislator has selected this crime, and 
this alone, as suiEcient for severing the solemn and sacred ties of roarria^ 
and declaring the parties no longer to be husband and wife. No other 
crime — ^no alienation of affection — no quarrels— no distance of time or place, 
while the partiea are living, can destroy the connection. " But I say unto 
you," Matt. v. 32. *' that whosoever shall put away Us wife, saving fer the 
cauae of fornication, causeth her to oomnut adukery ; and whosoever shall 
many her that ia divorced"— except for this cause, must be the continued 
meanings— ** committeth adultery." Her being put away for reaaon% other 
than that which is here named, does not dissolve the conjugal relation. She 
is, no less than ever, his wife. His putting her away for other Reasons ex* 
posct her to commit adultery by being married to another man. There- 
fore^ her husband, thus putting her away, is said to cauae her to commit 
adulteiy. Not only does the woman, divorced under these drcumstances, 
commit adultery if married to another man, but the man, who manies her, 
becomes ^ilty of the same heinous crime. 

Agun, Mark x. 11, 13. *« Add he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her ; and if 
a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she com- 
mitteth adultery."— FurUier, Luke xvi. 18. ** Whosoever putteth away his 
wife, and marrieth another, committeth adufteiy ; and whoaoever manieth 
her, that is put away from her husband, committetii adultery." 
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Nothing Beeds to be added* ezpbuiatoiy of wbtt is taught by theae dec- 
larmtioiis. Th^ three evai^Ucal historians agree petfectly in the testimony 
.of Christ which they record upon this subject. Because she is still the wife 
of him who put her away* a maot by marrying her, makes himself guilty 
of this infiunous crime. It may, perhaps, be thought superfluous to say, 
that the same divine law, and the reasoning from it, apply with a force of 
evidence, equally conclusive, to the separated husband, and the separated 
wife. 

On these reiterated attestations to the manner in which the living God 
beholda divorces^ and the marrying again of the guilty, the Committee take 
the liberty of submitting a few remarks. 

1. Tke texual intercoune of either hueband or tdfe vith a third peroon doeo 
ttuthorixe a duoobiHon of the marriage relation, 

3. His selecting the crime of adukeiy, as constituting the sin which may 
cause such a dissolution, and his fixing upon this only — neither naming, nor 
even alluding to any other as producing the effect-— warrants the conclusion 
that no wickedness but that of aduhery can be a sufficient ground for dis- 
solving the conjugal tie, while both husband and wif« are alive. 

3. The partieo, n^pooed in the queoHon^ continuing^ a§ the ornmoeient fidnd 
deeideo, to be onejleohf their relation formed by legal marriage remaine entirem 
No alienation of affection— no quarrels— can annihilate their obligation to 
each other, or sunder the cord by which they have been reciprocally 
bound. 

4. fFhenever eueh catee of wrelchednete are diecovered at imperiouely de* 
mand a oeparatienf dtvoreee may not be extended but to ** bed and board,'* 
The divine law is not known to forbid a separation thus limited, however 
sinful must have been its causes. Nor can even this limited separation 
ever be right, excepting in extreme cases^ and when the abuses suffered are 
chargeable upon one of the partiea only. Such cases are comparatively few. 

When the alienation and quarrels arise from the folly and wickedness of 
both husband and wife, instead of being separated, they should be com- 
^pelled to continue together. This b the appropriate punishment. This is 
the only punishment that can lay any efficient check upon futore miscon- 
duct. It is the only punishment that can be applied with a reasonable hope 
of reformation. It is. a punishment happily calcubted as a warning to 
others, and to keep husbands and wives condnually vigihmt against the very 
beginmngs of discord. To hold up before unprincipled people a hope of 
divorce, with the UbeHy of forming new matrimonial relations^ b to offer 
depraved creatures a premium for conjugal alienation and quarrels. 

5. ,A re^marriagef under the drcumttaneeo preeenied m the guettiont ie 
adultery by the divine Ukw. The party contracting it i% consequently, a 
criminal in the view of heaven. 

.6. It ie uith deep regret^ ondvrith much concern for the beet intereete offam" 
iSet and of the community^ that the Committee oboerve^ upon thie eu^fect, the 
utter inemaietency of the dvii Uno with the law of Ood, It is not without 
ahnniqg cwue that those membeit of the ooiiuiionwc«ltb« who ace pSIaiB 

3 
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of whotefome oitler and of good gorernmentf deprecate the increuinp 
and the trivial grounds of divorces in the state. Especially do the Com- 
•mittee find reason to lament the fact, tbat» in violation of the divine law» 
wch re-marriages are both permitted and sanctioned. They find them- 
selves constrained to behold, in this system, the worst appetites and paanons 
of depravity encouraged and gratified. Unhappily, they have occasion to 
be witnesses that the present laws and pnctice. upon tins subject, do 
greatly multiply the evils they were dengned to prevent. Of tlus deplorap 
ble eflect they have demonstration in the g^im^ number of desertions 
from the obligations of wedlock— of conjugal alienations— cf quairela be* 
tween husband and wife— and of petitions for divorce, because no prohibi- 
tions of re-marriage are either imposed or expected* 

Were it not for the influence oi principles widely different from those 
on which the legislative and jucUcial practice proceeds, the foundations of 
domestic peace— of salutary ed\ication — of social enjoyment— and of muto- 
al confidence, would be much more extensively removed, and general con- 
fusion and nusery would ensue. How soon a confitioii so distressing is to 
be realized, unless the system of the ciril institute dudl be changed to an 
accordance with the divine law, time and events will show. 

7. In the judgment qf the ComimltM^ the retuoning here en^hjfedfiirmehee 
a decUive and perfectlif true anewer to the fuetthn iMeh they have been caOed 
to examine. To them, it appears to have been proved that, however impe* 
rioiiB, in a few cases, may be the necessity of separation, yet adultery is tiie 
only crime which can render husband and wife no longer ** one flesh." It 
follows with invincible evidence, that, in relation to such persons ss the 
question supposes, a second mairiage of either, while the other lives^ is, 
in the 'highest sense, unlawful. The party, thus manying^ iscriminsL The 
person, thus guilty, is discipfinable for adultery. The church must puriQr 
itself. The unclean and accursed thing must be separated and cast out. 
Nothing but an abandonment of the ilBcit oonnectimi, attended by sstirfac- 
tory manifestations of godly sorrow, can justify the church, if it tolerate 
such an offender in its communion. 

If it be objected that the reasoning, which affords this conclusion, opens 
a broad door of temptation to adulterous intercourse, as a qualification for 
such a second marriage as shall be hwfol in the sight of God, and that 
therefore the correctness of the argument must be questionable^ an answer 
u at hand. The divine law is immutable. Immutable also is the duty of 
man, and the duty of the churdi, upon such a subject. No indulgence is 
granted to licentious propensities. Wretchei^ so deeply immersed in prac- 
tical depravity as the objection assumes^ ought never to be named as be* 
longing to the visible family of Christ. If diaooveredthere^ they are to be 
thrust out as impure and reprobate. 

If tbe laws of the state agunst adultery, witii their severe penalties of 
long imprisonment and indelible infomy annexed, are penmtted to slumber 
and deep on the pages of the statute book, the churoh b not to be charged 
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with the nn. The church has always a remedy within itself. This remedy 
has no connection with physical force. It is a moral remedy ; and, to the 
whole extent, in which the iniqiiiiy concerns the church, it is an effectual, 
remedy. This the family of Christ do apply, when they present their 
solemn testimony to the world, by an excision of the transgressor. 

Furthermore, Let ^ the powers that be** execute promptly, and in eyeiy 
instance of conviction, the Uw, defective as it is, by themselves enacted 
against adulteiy, and this objection to the reasoning here adopted, and 
to the conclusions which it furnishes^ wiD be mentioned no more. 



No. IV. 
Report on the Everest Fond. 

To the General MtodaHon of Conneeticuif to be holden at Cfothenf on the third 
Tuesday ofJvne^ 1824 i-^llie Committee 0/ the General .AModation on the 
Everett Legacy pretent thefoUovnng report .* 

As the nature of this Legacy, from its recent date, may not be fully known 
to all the members of the General Association, the Committee beg leave 
to state, that the Ute Dr. Solomon Everest of Canton, who deceased April 
3d, 1822, left a residuary legacy, including nearly one half of his personal 
property, to religious charities. One half of which to the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions ; one fourth part to the Missionary So- 
dety of Connecticut ; and ** the other fourth part to be applied for the pur* 
** chase of Bibles^ Religious Tracts, &c. for distribution : for the support of 
** the Bomestic Misnon in this state : for the education of indigent pious 
** youth, for the Gospel Ministry : to any or all of the above purposes, as 
** shall be thought most expedient by a Committee which the General Aaso- 
** ciation of the state of Connecticut shall, from time to time, appoint for 
** that purpose."— It was supposed, when this legacy first became known, 
that it would not much exceed, in the whole> the sum of 10,000 dollars. 
It is found, however, that, through the prudent management and unwearied 
exertions of the Executor, Benjamin Ely, Esq. of Simsbury, the whole leg- 
acy will probably exceed 14k000 doDan^ one fourth of which is entrusted 
with your Committee. 

In the report of the Committee, at the last aession of the General Associa- 
tion, it wss stated that they had received of the Executor, in money and 
promissory notes, the sum of 2,663 dollars, and 7S cents. Since the date of 
that report, the Committee have received, in notes, the sum of 744 dollars, 
and 25 cents, making the principal sum received, 3,408 dollars. In a com- 
munication recently made to the Committee, by Mr. Ely, he sUtes that they 
may expect to receive a farther additional sum, which will probably make 
the principal of the fund to amount to about 3,600 dollars ; and the annual 
income, which, as the will is understood, is all that can be expended, is esti- 
mated at about 215 doOan. The Executor expects to complete the Mttle« 
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ment of the eittte within a year from this time.— The notes in poiMHioii of 
the Committee tre ten i four of them ue lecared by mortgage, the otlien 
have retponaible endonen. 

The amount of imereit received on the lint of September kity acoording 
to the estimation in the Ust report, wai 116 doUare^ and 25 centa Of thia 
aum the Committee have appropriated, for the benefit cf Sidney MiDa of 
Canton, a member of the Sophomore cbM in Yale CoDege, an intelligent 
and, hopeAiUy, a pious student, 50 dollars : with an expectation that an 
equal additional sum will be paid him at the end of the collegiate year. To 
Mr. Samuel G. Orton of Litchfield, a graduate of Hamilton College, student 
in the Theological Seminary at Yale College, the sum of 20 dollars : with 
the exprctation of the like sum at the end of the year. To the Domestic 
Missionary Society of Connecticut, 3u dollars. For a book to keep the ac- 
counts of the Committee, and other expenses^ one dollar and 92 centa^ 
Total, 101 dollan, and 92 cents. Remaining in the treasury of the Commit- 
tee, 14 dollars, and^ cents. The money in the tressuiy is kept on loan. 
The. notes have been so arranged that the whole annual interest is paysble 
on the first day of September. The Committee have judged it expedient 
to make their disbursements, in ordirary esses, semi-annoaDy. 

ilie amount of interest to be received, on the first of September next, 
is 191 dollars, and 19 cenu. Thii^ «ith the sum now in the treasury, and 
interest on loans, will amount to about 210 dollars ; which will be at the 
disposal of the Committee for the ensuing year. 
Reapectfiilly submitted, 

JEREMIAH HALLOCK,) 
THOMAS ROBBINS, > Comnuttee. 
NOAH PORTER, ) 

East-Windsor, June Ist, 1824. 



No. V. 

Rfport an the Slate rfReligi&n. 

A review of the past year fiimishes much that may admonish, humble, and 
animate the ministers of Christ. The removal by death, of some whom we 
loved as fellow bboiirers, reminds us of the declantion of our divine Msster, 
Inuut wrk the -warkt of him that went me rohile it m day, the mghi eometh 
in which no man can work. 

While we have many things to admonish, there are not a few which 
ought to humble us. Truth requires us to state, that intempersnce, ssb- 
bath-breaking, profane swearing and ruinous amusements are very preva- 
lent Nor can we look without pity and alarm upon that numerous clsss of 
4>ersonS| who, though decent in external deportment, are, as we have rea- 
son to believe, destitute of the power of godfiness. We may also see much 
to alarm our fears with respect to the rising generation, in i^any custonn 
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which are preTslent on days devoted to festivity and carnal mirth ; and in 
the settled opposition which b made to vital refigion. 

But whatever cause we may have for mourning and humiliation^ we have 
none fpr despair. The Lord is gncious, his promise is sure, and his truth 
endureth for ever. The testimony of his word, on which his people rely, 
la so clearly confirmed by his Providence, that not a reasonable doubt can 
be indulged that the cause of evangelical religion is advancing, and that 
eventually the whole earth shall be filled with the glory of God. The fol- 
lowing hcts are worthy of special recognition, as causes of thanksgiving 
and praise to the great Head of the church. 

General peace and harmony prevail in our churches ; the faith once de- 
fivered to the saints is maintained, and gospel discipline is administered. 
The institutions of the gospel* though too n^uch neglected, are by the 
greater part respectably supported and attended. 

The existence of Sabbath Schools ; the education of pious young men for 
the ministiy ; the successful operations of the Domestic Missionary Society ; 
tile blesnng of God on the Cornwall School, and upon our Seminary of 
learning, should be gratefully acknowledged. These, it will be readily 
seen, have a most encouraging aspect upon the interests of pure and un- 
defiled religion. 

Our churches have also been blessed with mimerous revivals, and the 
salutaiy fruits of former revivals are still apparent. The following places 
havtf shared the special influences of the Holy Spirit, viz. Burlington, Ca- 
naan, Cornwall, 'Columbia, Torringford, New Hartford, Mansfield, Lebanon, 
Hampton, Chaplin, Uarwinton, Haddam, East-Haddam, Colchester, Lyme, 
Hartland, Danbury, Montville and Hebron. In some of these, the revival 
has been unusually extensive, and in all of them of a very happy character. 

And in this connection let us not ful to bless the God of mercy, that his 
grace has been wonderfully displayed in our State Prison. Whatever may 
be our fears as to the genuineness of this work, in relation to some of those 
who have experienced a hope of reconciliation, there is no good reason 
to doubt that a number have really passed from death unto fife. 

The friends of Zion have much reason to rejoice in view of what God is 
doing through the instrumentafity of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church. The Brethren in that connection, occupying a moat im- 
jiortant and a veiy extensive field in our country, are exerting a powerful 
and salutary influence upon the morals and religion of the United States. 

In Vermont, the operations of divine grace, though less extensive than in 
aome former years, are sufficient to assure us that the faithful preaching of 
the gospel, and the united prayers of the saints^ will never be in vain. 

From New-Hampshire and from MassachusettSb we have received much 
intelligence that is encouraging. The special influences of the Spirit have 
visited many towns, and the dty of Boston has largely shared the blessmg. 
The CoOeges at Hanover and WiUiamstown, and the Collegiate Institution 
at Amherst are in a flourishing condition, each of them containing a consid- 
erable number of pious students designed for the ministry. 
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The report made by the delegate from Hhode-Island indocef the beficf 
that the cause of truth is advancing in that state. In ita moral aspect there 
is both light and- shade, but we indulge the hope that^ through the hiflnenci^ 
of their Domestic lltasionary Society, and the prayetf of the people of God, 
the dark places will become ** light in the Lord.** 

We have therefore much cause for thanksgiving and praise to God, that 
many ready to perish still hear the word of life, and that divine truth is effi- 
cacious in the salvation of sinners. — And here it may not be improper to 
suggest, that the time has come, when the ministers in our connection, and 
the churches under our care, should draw more closely the bonds of chris- 
tian affection, and unite more earnestly in defending the great doctrines of 
Christianity. We all ought to feel that we bave a common cause and com- 
mon enemy. It implies no want of charity to say, that the spirit Of the 
world, which is ever hostile to the religion of Jesus, may be, even now, in 
sqme disguised form, exerting an influence in opposition to sound doctrine, 
«nd laying a foundation for the oorruptioh of our youth, and for disunion in 
our churches. The open attacks of infidels we have finle reason to fear ; 
our greatest danger lies in the insidious and disguised efforts of our com- 
mon foe. 

When we cast our eyes over a map of the world, and notice the reign of 
spiritual death, in those sections of the globe, where once the people of 
God sang his praise, and the ambassadors of Jesus proclaimed his unsearch- 
able riches ; and when we consider the causes which have led to this dis- 
astrous change, can we fkil to take ahum— or can we, without aggravated 
guilt, neglect to heed what the Spirit, through their examples, speaks to 
the churches f Shall we through the influence of an und^ned charity, or 
from the hope of conciliating the worid that Heth in wickedness, suppress 
or attempt to modify ^ose humbling truths which have ever been the power 
of God unto salvation ? No, Brethren, let us not forget that the truth as it is 
in Jesus, is still mighty through God— let us never indulge the hope that 
this truth will be cordially received by men, till they have felt its power in 
subduing their depravity. The word of God and the experience of many' 
centuries teach us that this truth is t]»e instrument, by which tiie Divine 
Spirit translates the sinner fh>m the kingdom of darkness into tiie kingdom 
of God's dear Son. Let us then be vigilant and strengthen the things that 
remain ; ever mindful of our high vocation— ever feeling compassion for a 
lost world, and keeping our eyes stedfastly fixed upon the ^hry vfdch U 
hereafter to be revealed. Rumbled for our imperfection, and thankfiil for the 
grace which «• has brought life and immortality to light,'* let it ever be the 
language of our hearts— Tjf I fir^et thee^ O Jerwalem, let my ri^ht hand/or^ 
get her cunTdny^ if I do not remember thee^ let my tongue ckave to the roof of 
my mouthy if I firrfer not Jerusalem abwe my chief joy. 
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No. VI. 

List of Unsetited Ministers^ in eonnecHan with the General Associa- 
tion^ and cf Liceniiatts from ike several Associations. 

The Committee appointed to make out a tist of utiaettled Mimsten and 
Licentiates, report — ^Vhat only the foHowing names i»ere returned agreea» 
bly to the rule adopted by the last General Association, tar. 

UNSETTLED MINISTERS. * 



Ray. Messrs. 

Abraham Alltnfi^, Hamden. 
Peter Lock wood, llridgeport. 
John Noyes, Weston. 
Samuel Rich, West-lla?en. 
LcTi Smith, Warren. 



Rbt. Msssas. 
Henry P. Strong, Salisbury. 
Reuben Taylor, TrumbulL 
Joshua Williams, Bethlem. 
Luke Wood, Cheshire. 



UCENTIATES. 



Messrs. 

Alanson Benedict, Bridgeport 
Edward BuU, Saybrook. 
George Coan, Guilford. 
Giles Doolittle, Plymouth. 
William C. Fowler, Guilford. 
Oran Hyde, Philadelphia 
Smith Jocelin, New-Haven. 



MlSSRS. 

David N Lord, Frankfin. 
Benajali Y. Morse, Fishki]], N. Y. 
Ebenezer Piatt, Danbuiy. 
Benjamin B. Smith, New Preston. 
John Smith, Wethersfield. 
Herman L. VaiU, litchfield. 



No. VII. 

A List of the tmvns^ cont^regaHonal sdeietieshandnrndsters in the state 
of Connecticut^ in connection with the General Association^ arrang- 
ed according to the District Associations, 

1. HARTFORD NORTH ASSOCIATION. 

Town*. Societtea. Mitdtten, 

Hartford, First, or North, Joel Hawes. 

Second, or South, . Joel H. Linsley. 

Third, or West, Nathan Perkins, D. D. 

East-Hartford, Joy H. Fairchild. 

'East- Windsor, First, Thomas Robbins. 

North, or Scantic, Shubael Bartlett. 

Enfield, ..... Francis L. Robbins. 

Finnington, First, Noah Porter. 

Third, Bela Kellogg. 

Granby, Salmon Brook, Isaac Porter. 

Turkey Hills, 

Hartland, East, Ammi Linsley. 

West, Nathaniel Gayjoid. 

Manchester, 

Simsbury^ Allen M1.«an. 

Snffield, West, Joseph Mix. 

Windsor, First, Henry A. Rowland. 

Wintonboiy, John Bartlett. 

BtrUuunsted, Saul Clark. 
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Berluiy 



Brbtol, 
Glaatenbuiyt 

SouthiDgtoo^ 
Wethenadd, 



Wolcott, 
Middletovn, 



Chatluuii, 



LUi rfMimsiers, ifc* 

2. HARTFORD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

SodeHet. Ministtn, 

ir«n^»»f An i Bcnoni Up«on, D. D. 

New Britun, Newton bkinner, 

Worthingtont Samuel Goodricfau 

Jonathan Cone, 

First, Caleb Burge. 

Eattbufy, Jacob Allen. 

----- David L. Ogden. 

Fint, Caleb J. Tenney. 

Newington, Joab Brace. 

Rocky Hill, CaiWn Cbapin, D. D. 

First, John R. Crane. 

Upper Houses^ Joshua L. Williams. 

^-"••^ ^S:^»"C' 

Middlefield, Stephen lla>s. 

First, Harvey Takott* 



New-Haven, 

Cheshire, 
Derby, 

Hamden, 

Middlebuiy, 
Milfoid, 

Orange, 

Oifoid, 

Watetbury, 

Woodbridge, 
Yale College, 



3. NEW-HAVEN WEST ASSOCIATION. 

First, 

United Society, Samuel Mervin. 

Yale College, Eleazar T. Fitch. 

Columbia, 

First, Zehpaniah Swift. 

Great Hill, Abner Smith. 

Mount Carmel, Eliphalet B. Cokman. 

East Phuns, 

MarkMead. 

First, Bezaleel Pinneo. 

Second, Jehu Clark. 

First, Stephen W. Stebbins. 

Second, Erastun Scranton. 

. First, Daniel Crane. 

Salem, Amos PetteogiO. 
Amity, " Jason Allen. 

Bethany, fPreudent. 

rJer%.Day, D. D. LL.D. 

-JNathl. W. Taylor, Pwf. 

C [of Didactic Theok^. 
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4. NEW.HAVEN EAST ASSOCIATION. 

TWfW. Societiet. Miniatert, 

Branford, First Timoth) P Gillett 

North Branford, Charles Atwater. 
Northford, Matthew Noyes. 

Cneanire, First, 

East Haven, Stephen Dodd. 

GuiJford, First, Aawii Duiton. 

Eant Guilford, John Elliot, D. D. 

North Giiilfond, Zolva H hitmore. 

- North Bristol, John Elv. 

^<^"^®"' Charles J. Hinsdale. 

North Haven, William J. Boa. dman. 

Wallingford, james Noves. 

Durham . . ^ . . David Smith. 

Yalc-CoUege, ..... Chauncey A. Goodrich. 

[Prof, of Rhet. 

5. NEW-LONDON ASSOCIATION. 

New.Londoii, Abel M'Ewen. 

Norwich, First. j<«eph htronjf, D. D. 

-, . Chelsea, Alfred MitchelL 

5''r?\ David Austin. 

Colchester, ..... Salmon Cone. 

F'wkhn, First, , Samuel Nott 

Gnswold, ..... Horatio Waldo. 

^~'^'?' l!^nd. } Timothy Tuttle. 

Lisbon, .^ Newent, Levi Velson. 

t;y™f» Second, John R. St. John. 

MontviHc, First, ' Abishai Akien. 

Chesterfield. 
North StoningtDD, ... 

Preston, First, John Hyde. 

Long Society, 

ff'*?™' Eli Hyde. 

Stonmron, ..... Ira Hart. 

Lebanon, Goshen, Erastua Ripley. • 

6. FAIRFIELD WEST ASSOCIATION. 

Fairfield, First, Nathaniel Hewit- 

Green's Fanns^ E<lward W. Hooker. 

. GrccnfieW, Richard V. Dey. 

Darien, ■' 

Greenwich, First, 

y^^^^. . Isaac Lewis, jun. 

„ „ Stanwich, Piatt Buffett. 

New Canaan, William Bonney. 

u^ni^lA «' ■ - ■ Sylvester Eatoi. 

Ridg^efield, Finrt, 

o, r J Hidgebuiy, Nathan Burton. 

Stamford. First, Daniel Smith. 

North Stamibrd, Henry Fuller. 
Weston, Norfield, 

«,;,._ North Fairfield, Nathiwrniel Freeman. 

^*"**^ Sylnmus flaight. 

4 
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MVWtUu 

Tolland, 

BoHofit 
Coveotry* 



Ellingtoi^ 
Hebron, 

Somen, 
Stafford 

Vernon, 
Union, 
Willington, 
MarlboroHgh, 



Ldst of Ministers^ 4^. — Choice €f Delegates. 

12. TOLLiLND ASSOCIATION. 

Sodetiei, MimUrt, 

C Nathan WiDiaiiM^ D. D. 

tAnM^lNaah. 

LaviusHyde. 

First, Chauncey Booth. 

North, George A. Calhoun. 

Andover, Augfustua B. Collina. 

Dilate Brockway. 

First, Amoa Baasett, D. D. 
Gilead, . 

Wiltiam L. Stroi^. 

First, Harvey Smith. 

WesC Joseph Knight. 

Nehemiah B. Bearddey. 

Hubbel Loomis. 

DavidB. Bipley. 



No. VIII. 
Choice ef Delegaies. 

' The Delegates to the several Ecclesiastical Bodies^ in connecdon with 
the General Association of Connecticut, to be holden in June, 1835^ are to 
be nominated by the several Associations as followa : 

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, figr Hay, 1836^ 
litchfield bouth, Hartford North, and Hartford South Aasociationa. 

To the Geneiral Association of Massachusetts^ for June, 1836^ New-Haven 
West, and New-Haven East Associations. 

To the General Association of New-Hampshixe, for September, 1825, 
New-London and Fairfield West Associations. 

To the General Convention of Vennont, for September, 1825^ Faii^eld 
East and Windham Associations. 

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode bland, for June, 1826^ litcfafield 
North and Litchfield bouth Associations. 



^^ ^^ y<<X<AlaL€.^.t^,^ 
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OF THE 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 



M a Meeting ofUu General AssocitOum rf Camucticuii at 
en the third Tuesday rfJune, J. D. 1825. Present, 

ReT. Messrs. 

Thomas RobbiBs, 
Saul Clark, 

Calvin Chapin, D. D. 
Joshua L. Williams, 

Bezaleel Pinneo, 
Jehu Clark, 

David Smith, 

John Hyde, 
Eli Hyde, 

Edward W. Hooker, 
Nathaniel Freeman, 

William Andrews, 
Reuben Taylor, 

Philo Judson, 
Reuben Torrey, 

Alexander Gillett, 
Walter Smith, 

Stephen Mason, 
George E. Pierce, 

Lathrop Rockwell, 
Josiah Hawes, 

Lavius Hyde, 
George A. Calhoun, 

James Hoge, 
William Chester, 
Ezra S. Ely, D. D. 

Walter Chapin, 
Josiah Hopkins, 

Henry Lord, 

William Patrick, 

Oliver Brown, 



From 

> Hartford North Association. 

i Hartford South. 

New-Haven West. 
\ New-Haven East. 
i New-London. 

i Fairfield West 

i PairfteMBast 

I Windham. 

I Litchfield North. 

I Litchfield South. 

I Middlesex. 

Tolland. 

) Presbyterian Chnrch in the United 
/ Stetes. 

> Gen. Convention of Vermont. 

j> Gen. Association of Massachusetts. 
^Gen. Association of N. Hampshire. 
^Evan. Consociation of Rhode-island. 



4 Minuies €f ike Oemral As8ocittti4fn. 

• 

The Memben were called to order by tbe Rev. Dr. Beecber, 
and Rev. Thomas RobbioB was declared to be chosen Scribe. 

The Rev. Dr. Cbapin was chosen Moderator. 

The Rev. Joshua L. Williams was chosen Assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of the election of the members were read. 

The Moderator opened the session by prayer. 

The Rev. Messrs. David Smith, Besaleel Pinneo, Thomas Rob- 
bins, finra 8. Ely, D. D. Henry Lord and Walter Chapin were ap- 
pointed a Committee of Overtures. 

The Standing Rules of the General Association were read. 

The Rev. Joab Brace was, nominated by Hartford South Asso- 
eiaUon to represent thb liody as a Delegate to the General Asso- 
ciation of Massachusetts, to lie holden at Boston on tbe fourth 
Tuesday of June instant, in place of Rev. Newton Si^inner, de- 
ceased, and Rev. Samuel Goodrich, his substitute, unable to at- 
tend, who were appointed last year. The nomination was ac- 
cepted, and Mr. Brace was appointed. 

The Committee of Overtures made report in part, which was 
accepted. 

Adjourned to three o'clock P. M. 

Met according to a^jjouniment. 

Rev. Messrs. Pinneo, Andrews, Saul Clark, Lord, Hopkins and 
Chester were appointed a Committee to prepare a Narrative of 
the state of religion within tlie limits of tlie General Association, 
and the Eccle&tttical bodies in its connexion, from the several 
statements which may be made by the respective members. 

Written narratives of the state of religion were received from 
the District Associations ; and the public report of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church on the state of religpon at 
their late session. 

The Association attended divine service. The Rev. Mr. Rob- 
bins preached the sermon on Jer. vi. le. •* Thus saitt the Loid, 



Stand ye in the wavs and see," &e. 
Adjourned to 7 oxli 



rclock to-morrow morning. 
WsDZfESDAT Morning, June 22d, met according to a^oonimefit. 



Public narratives of the state of religion were received from the 
General Convention of Vermont, and from the General Associa- 
tion of New-Hampshire. 

The Delegations from Massachusetts and Rhode-Island made 
written communications on the same subject 

The annual report of the Trustees of the Miwionary Society 
of Connecticut was read and accepted. See jj^tendix No. L 

A Delentbn from the same Trustees appeared before this bo- 
dy, as the Missionary Society of Connecticut, and made known 
the deficiency and declining state of their funds. Whereupon, 

Voted, That the Trustees of this Missbnary Society be desired 
to address the ministers and people of the State, recommending in 
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the name of the Society an annual contribotion in all tlie congre- 
gations in connexion with (his body, and to take soch other meaa- 
tires to increase the funds of the Society as they may deem expe- 
dient. 

Voted^ That a preacher be annually appointed to deliv€r a ser- 
mon in the month of May of each year, at Hartford or New-Ha- 
ven, at some time while the General Assembly are in session, for 
promoting the objects of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

The Rev. Noah Porter was appointed the preacher for next 
May, and the Rev. Joel Hawes to be his substitute. 

The Hon. Jonathan Brace, John Caldwell, Esq. Enoch Per- 
kins, Esq. Samuel Pitlcin, Esq. Thomas Hubbard, Esq. William 
W. Ellsworth, Esq. and the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
Calvin Chapin, D. D. Samuel Ooodrich, Heniy A. Rowland, 
Noah Porter, and Joel Hawes were elected Trustees of the Mis- 
sionary Society of Connecticut for the year ensuing. 

Andrew Kingsbur}', Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and Rev. Sam- 
uel Whittelsey Auditor of the Missionary Society for the year en- 
suing. 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association, and 
a report of the said Treasurer, in compliance with a vote of last 
year, were read and accepted. See Aftpendix^ No. IV. 

The Rtev. Messrs. Judson and Eli Hyde were appointed a com- 
mittee to take into consideration the subject of the Treasury of 
the General Association and make report. 

The following persons were chosen Delegates to the several 
Ecclesiastical bodies in connexion with the General Association : 
Rev. Messrs. Charles A. Boardman, Shubael Bartlett and Joab 
Brace, to the General Assembly of the Presliyterian Church, at 
their session in Philadelphia on the third Thursday of May, 1820. 
And the Rev. Messrs. Stephen Mason, Joel Hawes and Joshua L. 
Williams their substitutes. 

Rev. Messrs. Bezaleel Pinneoand James Noyes, to the General 
Associatioii of Massachusetts, on the fourth Tuesday of June, 
1S26. And that the Rev. Messrs. Luke Wood and William J. 
Boardflaan be their substitutes. 

Rev. Messrs. Alfred Mitchell and Daniel Smith, to the General 
Association of New-Hampshire, the first Tuesday of September, 
T825. And Rev. Messrs. Silmon Cone and Nathaniel Freeman, 
substitutes. 

Rev. Messrs. Joshua Leavitt and Alvan Underwood, to the 
General Convention in Vermont, at their session at Chelsea, on 
the second Tuesday of September, 1825. And Rev. Messrs. Ab- 
ner Brundage and SamuePBackus, substitutes. 

Rev. Messrs. Charles Prentice and Frederick W. Rotchkiss, to 
the Evangelical Consociation in Rhode-Island, to be holden at 
Bristol, OQ the second Tuesday of June, 1 826. And Rev. Messrs. 
Ralph Emerson and Lathrop Rockwell their subtitutes. 
• Reports from Delegates to other EcclesiastiGal bodies were re- 
ceived. 
The committee appointed at the last sessbo on the subject of 
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Divorces, made tbeir report, whicfa was accepted. WbereopoQf 
Resolved^ 

1. That the form of a Petition to the Geoeral Assembly, re^ 
ported by (he said Committee, be printed and sent to the clergy 
of the State to lie circulated for signatures. 

2. That the Register of the General Association take measares to 
procure the printing and circulation of the said Petition; and that 
he be authorized to draw on the Treasurer for the necessary ex- 
pences. 

3. That William W. Ellsworth, Samuel Pitkin and Jonathan 
Law, Esqrs. be a committee to whom the said Petitions shall be 
returned, and that they be requested to present the same to the 
General Assembly, at their session in New-Haven in May next, if 
they deem it expedient. 

The fill lowing persons were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of preachers travelling from this into other States: Rer. 
Messrs. Nathan Perkins. D. D. Calvin Chapin, D. D. Jeremiah 
Day, D. D. LL. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph Strong, D. D. Isaac 
Lewig, Jr. Elijah Waterman, Daniel Dow, James Brach, Lyman 
Beecher, D. D. Frederick W. Hotchkiss, and Nathan Williams, 
D.D, 

Voted^ That a list of all ministers who are members of the Dis- 
trict Associations, and of the candidates under their cafe, be pub- 
lished in our minutes. Rev. Messrs. Rockwell and D. Smith were 
appointed a Committee to prepare the said list. 

The Committee of the Everest Fund made their report, which 
was accepted; See Appendix^ No. Hi. and the Rev. Messrs. Jer^ 
miah Hal lock, Thomas Bobbins and Noah Porter were re-ap- 
pointed the Committee. 

The Committee appointed for th« purpose reported a narrative 
of the state of religion, which was approved and ordered to be 
read in public. See Appendix^ No. U. 

The report of the Domestic Missionary Society was read and 
accepted. 

Foted^ That the said report be referred to the Rev. Horace 
Hooker, to be published in the Connecticut Observer, in whole or 
in part, as he may think proper. 

Acyoumed to meet after the publip religious services in tlie af- 
ternoon. 

The Members of the Association attended public worship and 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

* 

Met according to ac^oumment. 

The following question was submitted to the body : '*Has a 
Consociation a right to dismbs a minister from his people contn- 
ry to the wishes of himself and his church, unless in case of 
impeachment r The same was committed to* Messrs. Pinneo, 
Freeman and Rockwell, to consider and report* • 

The following persons were chosen Directors of the Domestic 
Missionary Society for the year ensuing: Messrs. Timothy 
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Dw^ht, Timothy Stillman, Matthew Marvio, Esq. Richard Hub- 
bard, Joha Hall, £sq. aod Rev. Messrs. Joel Uawfs, Caleb J. 
Teoaey, Samuel Merwin, Aaron Duttoo, Abel M'Eweo, Isaac 
Lewis, Jr. William Andrews, Daniel Dow, Joseph Harvey, Ly- 
man Beecher, D. D. Aaron Hovey, William L. Strong, and Ze- 
pbaniah Swift. 

Rev. Leonard Bacon was chosen Secretary, Samuel J. Uitch^ 
cock, Esq. Treasurer, and Roger b. Skinner, Esq. Auditor, for the 
same Society for the year ensuing. 

Adjourned to 7 o^clock to-morrow morning. 

Thursday Morning, June 23d, met according to adjournment. 

The following persons were appointed Receivers o( Moneys in 
their respective Associations : Rev. Messrs. Joy H. Fairchild, Jo- 
ab Brace, Leonard Bacon, Timothy P. Gillett, Salmon Cone, Syl- 
vester Eaton, Andrew Elliott, Ambrose Edson, Charles Prentice, 
Stephen Mason, Isaac Parsons and Chauncey Booth. 

The Committee on the subject of unsettled ministers and can- 
didates made report, which was read and re-committed to the 
same Committee. 

The Rev. Luther Hart was appointed to preach the Condo ad 
Clerum at the next Commencement. 

VoUd^ That the Rev. Joel H. Linsley be appointed to superin- 
tend the printing and circulation of the Minutes of the present 
session, and that he be allowed the sum of five dollars for the ser- 
vice. 

A comnninication having been received from the Rev. Ralph 
R. durley. Agent of the American Colonisation Society, the fol- 
lowing Resolution was adopted : 

The General Association of CSonnecticut having good hope 
that the American Colonization Society will ultimately do much 
(or the illumination and salvation of the millions of benighted Af- 
rica, as well as the improvement of the temporal and spiritual 
interests of the people of colour in the United States, do cordially 
unite with several other Ecclesiastical bodies which have acted oo 
thb subject, in recommending to the congregations in connexion 
with this iMidy to patronize the olyects of the said Colonization So- 
ciety — -And the General Association would recommend that a 
contribution be taken on the fourth of July, annually, or on the 
SabtMth Immediately preceding or succeeding the same; or when 
such a course may be thought inexpedient, that they give their as- 
sistance in such a manner as may lie deemed most conducive to 
the interests of the general cause. And that the monies collected 
be transmitted to the Rev. Leonard* Bacon, of New- Haven, sub- 
ject to the order of Mr. Gurley, at the City of Washington. 

A motion being made that the number of Delegates from the 
District Associations to the General Association be increased, the 
subject was referred to Messrs. Pinneo, Hoge, and Robbins to con- 
sider and report — The said Committee made report. Upon which, 
VcUd^ That the following propositum be referred to the Dis- 
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trict Associations, and that they be requested to report (heir opio- 
ion thereon to the neit General Association. 

The General Association shall consist, in future, of Delegates 
from each District Association in the following proportion. Each 
District Association, consbting of less than fifteen members, may 
send two Delegates; and each Association, consisting of fifteen 
members and under twenty, may send three Delegates ; and each 
Association, consisting of twenty or more members, may send 
foar Delegates to the General Association. 

The Committee on the subject of a list of ministers and candi- 
dates made a report which was accepted. Su JppemUx^ No. V I. 

The Committee appointed on the question, ^ Has a Consocia- 
tion a right to dismiss a minister,** &e. reported it as their decided 
opinion, that a Consociation has no such right; for the following 
reasons. 1. It would be assuming a power not vested in them by 
the Constitution of our Churches. 2. It would infringe upon the 
undoubted rights and liberties of the Churches, which have always 
possessed the privilege of choosing their own pastors and eiyoySng 
their ministry. The said report was approved and adopted. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the state 
of the treasury of the General Association, reported; Whereupon, 

VtUd^ 1. Tliat tlie Treasurer t>e directed to write to the re- 
ceivers of moneys that appear to be in arrear, desiring them to 
collect and remit the arrearages that may be due. 2. That, in 
future, an annual tax of thirty-seven and a half cents be paid by 
each minister in connexion with the General Association, for the 
supply of its treasury. 

FaUdt That the next meeting of the General Association be at 
Stamford, at the house of Rev. Daniel Smith, on the tiiird Tues- 
day of June, 1826. 

Fciedf That the Rev. Dr. Beecher be requested to present the 
thanks of this Association to the people of his charge for the kind- 
ness, respect and hospitality which they have man^ted to them 
during its present session; and also to the choir of singers for their 
services at public worship. 

The foregoing Minutes were read and approved. 

The session was concluded with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hoge. 

Attest, THOMAS ROBBINS, } ^^^^ 
JOSHUA L. WILLIAMS, J **''^**' 

LUd^H Junt 23d, \t25. 
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APPENDIX. 

No.l. 
Report of t|ie Trastees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

To the MUnonary Society of ConnecUcut^ to be convened at IMchfidd^ on the 
third Tueeduy o/Jtme^ 1895^ the Ttwteet of the Society retpectfutty pretent 
thefoUnring REPORT: 

Itisnowtbirty^-azyeansiiicefheGeiieTilAaodtttionof this Stite insti- 
toted measures for planting the Gospel* ui the new settlements of oor coon- 
tiy; thirty-two years mnce it made application for annual contribotioni^ and 
fonned a system of nussionaiy operations for that purpose ; and twenty-se- 
ven years ttnce it resolved itself into the Society whose annirersaiy now con- 
venes. The change which has tskenphM:e in our ooontry. within this period, 
iswondeifaL Aterritmywhidi at the commencement of it, hadscavcely 
been trodden by dyifixed man, now contahis a population of three milfions. 
Cities and viDsges have risen upon it as by enchantments and oultiTated 
fields are yielding the ample rewards of industry where only the wild firuits 
of the forest were gathered by the wandering aayage. In a mond view al- 
so^ tills extended region wears an interesting aspect Amidst deplorable 
^^norance and abounding error, impiety and profligacy, flourishing church* 
es of Christ are rising up; fiuthful ministers of the Gospel are settled; col- 
leges and schools are estabfished; converts to the Redeemer are multiplied ; 
t»enevolent amodations are formed; and large oootribotions are poured in- 
to the stream of charity, which Is conveying fife and salvation to ^e desti- 
tute more remote. In these happy results, the instrumentality of the Mis- 
sionary Society of Connecticut has been distinguished. Its Ifissiooaries 
were among the first who entered the field. Almost every consSdersble 
district, from Canada to New-Orleans^ they have visited. Every whero, 
their salutary influence has been felt The ignorant they have instructed ; 
the gainssjring, they have restrained ; the enquiring, they have Erected » 
the negligent, they have roused ; and the scattered friends of the Redeem- 
er, they have embodied and- encouraged. In the cabins^ where the first 
emigrants pitched, they fo^ed churches which now meet in latge and 
splendid ssnctusries; and where only a few mourners in Zion were fiwnd, 
they " laid the fimndations of many genentions." 

In prosecuting n system which has hitherto been so suocesrfH end on 
which, interests so vast depend, the Trustees have feh tbemsehres to be 
under no or£nsry responribility. In what manner they have dischaifed 
thdr trust may be learned more foDy from the printed Narratives which 
are transmitted with this report To tlus^ they must refer the Sodety for 
more particular infinmation. From this it wifl i^pear that the field of la- 
bour, the plan of operation, the number of Missionaries and the finances of 
the Sodety, are not greatly difierent from those of preceding years. Thir- . 
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ty-four lliiaiooarieshave been employed $ of whom about twenty are aetUed 
paatora, aod receive their tupport, to partt and generally during half of the 
year, from the congr^tions with which they are particularly connected. 
The othera have been employed in itinerant labours. The scenes of la^ 
hour have been» the western parta of New- York and the northern counties 
oCPenmyhrania-— New Connectkut imd the more southern and western 
parta of Ohio— Indiana^ Missouriy Kentucky, Tennessee, and NewX>rleans ; 
and their laboora, though they seem not to have been attended so exten- 
stvely. sa in some preceding years, with the out-pouring of the Spirit, have 
mamfesUy not been in vain. This Society, it is well known, commenced its 
operations by sending out its Misaonariea to itinerate in the wikieness ; 
preaching the glad tidings of salvation to many or to few, wherever they 
coqid be assembled to hear. The condition of the settlements at that time 
scarce^ admitted of any other course ; and though the utility of proseco^ 
ting it has been qoeslioncd, the Trustees have not felt thai they should be 
justified in abandoning it It is the only way of introducing the ordinance* 
of the Goi|)el to the settlemenu in that early and feeble state of their ex- 
istence, when their moral habits are usually determined; of preserving in 
the miads of the serious a sense of the value of those christian privil^ei^ 
from wlucb they have removed themselves; of fonmng the pious into 
cboiches and erecting a standard around which, the converted and the en- 
qiiiruv may be gathered s and generally of preparing the growing popu- 
lation for the ultimate enjoyment of the stated ministrations and attendant 
blesttogsdf the Gospel. 

Tli^ influence of the Society in these circumstances is indeed of a retired 
ebanclcr, and conaot be disp&yed in an imposing form before the public 
c^e ; but the result is apparent to every observer of the districts where it 
has beoi extensive^ employed, in comparison witb those which have been 
nei^ected. Still your Trustees have not been insensible of the importance 
of providing itated ministera for the churches which have thus been formed : 
and with this object in view, have eiqiressly authoriaed the MissioBariea un- 
der their direction, **to preach in any place so long as the pe<^>le of that 
place shall eniploy them at their own expense." In consequence of this 
regulatioot sixteen churches in New Connecticut, and a few, in other dis- 
tricts^ are now enjoying the stated labcnirs of psstors for a portion of each 
year; while the numerous churches, and growing population of the sur* 
rounding country, are occasionally furnished 1)y these pastors, acting as 
Missionaries with religious instruction and divine ordinances. These occa- 
sional labours^ the Trustees believe, are prosecuted with the happiest ef- 
fect. X1»y are performed by men who are accustomed to missionary life ; 
who know by personsl observation* the particular character and stste of the 
people in their circuits; who can combine and systematize thdr labours; 
who are in a rituation to gather in the fruits of their labours, and maintain a 
general superintendancy over their several districts; while at the same 
time, all their preparatory studies are done at home, and their whole time 
while they are in the serviee of the Society, is employed in active kbours. 
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9y these mtxns, it has been, that New ^CollnectifiQt preients iD &ir aa i^ 
pect in a moral view, con^ared with the other new settlements of our coun- 
try. 

Hie Trustees cannot foi1>ear to repeat the expresnon of their regret^ 
that the work committed to them is so slowly advaiiced for want of more 
ample resources. They have been deeply aflTected to attend to the numer- 
oos and pressing entreafias for missionary labours^ whidl have been made 
to them from the destitute, and to the ahnoat equally mimerous apphcadona 
of young men of the first promise, to be employed as Missionaries^ without 
the power of adding a single one to the number engaged. In these dr- 
cumstances, at thdr meeting in August last, they resolved to authorize their 
Committee to give commissions to a few young men suitably recommended* 
with an outfit of 50 or 100 Dollars, according to the distance of die place 
destined for them, and fkthout a pledge of further aid from our funds.*- 
Four have received comnusaons in this manner. 

By the statement herewith transmitted it appears that the recdpts of the 
Treasurer from all sources, t&r the year past, have been 05615 89 ; that the 
disbursements have been 07696 90; making a ^ITerence of more than 
02000 : and that in consequence of this, the permanent fond is now redu- 
ced to 027,123 20. It ought here to be observed that such were the con« 
£ttons imposed by the contributors to the permaaent fund, timt oidy a 
small part of the renaiunder esa be expended. It should also be rewe aibef ^ 
ed that while the avetage aoMunt of the cantrlbutioBB, authoriied by the 
General Assembly, for il years is 02908^ die aaMmnt for the last year was 
only 01934 25: that foom more than ene third of the cop g reg a tSo a s fai our 
connexion, including several of the largest snd most wealthy, nothing was 
received ; that the average amount of them all is less than nkie dbflsra for 
each ; and that the coUectiom of the preaent year, so fiu* as reeeivedf are 
generafly eveh less thaa they were foom the aaaie eongregatlens the last 
year. 

These considerations bdoee the Trustees to hope that the Sootety, and 
thttittgh their agency, the miaiaters and people of this Slate wiU be iaeited 
to new measures^ and inereased exerdoas to ai^meat itsfoada. TUa is tht 
more necessary, sinee by a late act of the LegMature, repealing the aet 
respecting Briefi^'a fiirther applieatiott for eont riba t i on s ^ by the authority of 
the State, b not to be estpeeted. Tlie Bk»rd are aware that other hapoN 
tant objects claim the contributions of a fibend and beaevolent public; but 
they consider the object of this Society inferior, in importance, to none.— 
Besides its interestmg bearing upon the welfore of our country, the eternal 
salvation of our brethren, v^o solieit the Gospel at our hands, and the es- 
tablishment of its ordinances in regions destined soon to become the resi- 
dence of many millions, its relation to the ditine enterprize of evangefiang 
the wortd, is neither doobtfal nor remote. 

Fathen and Breduen! you wHI noC suffer this Sodety, having entered 
upon its glorious career at the very era of thoae holy enterprises which dis- 
t'mguish the sge,aad haviagfomitfied, with every year of its hiatoiy • new 
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endaice of its importance^ aad new chimtoo aOwbo fejgud the best iater-, 
ests of oar coantryyand of the woridt to Isiigaiah in its opentiaQS. What- 
ever object bende may be reckoned of subordinate inqxMtaiiee, yoa wlXL 
feel, and endesToiir to make others anNmd feel* that tkU must not be wtg^ 
lected— for iAt«» effectual and oontinnal^ inocaiing suf^MUt must be pro- 
vided* 

May dtTine wisdom guide your defiberationib *nd ^^ divine Meauig 
crown your labouri^ for the Bedeemei'ssske. « 

In the name of the TVusteei^ 

SAMUEL WHITTELSET, Seertianf, 

Hartford. Jane 18, 1885. 



No. II. 
Report on the State oT Religioo. 

'JTie Ctnmntiee appointed by the Gena^JhwdaUon on the tuiject of E^ 
beg leave to REPORT. - 

That notwithstanding God's gnuaoasviritstion in yeaiB that are past, and 
thebleswd effects ofwhichstin continue to gladden our Zioo, an afiectiiv 
indifference to the things of our peace veiy generally prevttls. Profesnra 
of religion to a great extent, we fear, restrun special pngrer for divfaie influ- 
ence and are ama^amsting to an abrming degree with the views and ainit 
oftheworid. 

SfameiB toc^ instead of amdoua^ enquiriog the way to 2Son, are advaaoii^ 
with heedless and hasty steps in the way lo perdition. 

At the same time error, as might be expected, continues, if it does not in. 
crease, her desolating march: defeating the blessed effects of tiie means of 
gTMe, and seriously tfareatemng the nun of immortal aoub. 

Vic^Ukewise, the insepsna>le companion of etror, in a variety of forms, 
particuUttfy those of intempenmce snd profonation of the Sabbath, munlaini 
her horrid swv» Md is continual^ immohting thoossnds on her ahais. 

God alwHm his righteous displessure for our stM^ is Uyii^ a heavy hand 

upon the Ministry of reoonciCation. No lem than eleven* of our F^itfienand 

Brethren in the ministiy have^ within the year past, and several in the midst 

of their usefohiesflb been caOcd away by deaths While we drop the tear of 

sympathy over their memoriesb ve would be deeplf humbled before God in 

view of this peculiar^ dii*resiing visitation, and admoniihed by it to work 

while the day bst% knowing that in the grave to whidi we aiehastemiy, 
there is no.device^ knowledge nor wisdooL 

But whae we bewaU these evil*, we would rejoice m the numerous indi- 

cations thst God has not entire ly forssken our betoved Zion. Thougfaapa- 

?t^^^£]uP' -S^^ ^ ^' ^^^ *««* -^^^ Skinner. 
ChorktMmUer, Wmam Stmre^ JBroHui Learned. 
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thy* and error, and vice have such a paralyzing inflaence npon the progre^t 
of the Gospel among U8» yet an attendance npon the public worship of the 
aaoctnary is» scarcely, if at all, diminished. To some extent, prejudices 
against the doctrines of our holy religion and the order of our churches 
seeroa to be giving way. 

The Concert of Prayer, Sabbath Schools, Bible Clsases, and Missionary 
efforts, are conturaed with undiimnished if not mcrea«ng interest. Their 
fertilizing course and cheering influence are marked with manifest tokens 
of Divine approbation. 

In the Ministry, there continues unusual harmony of sentiment, umon of 
effort, and fidelity of kbonr. And though some have not been permitled to 
continue, by reason of death, and a few have been dismissed from their 
charges, yet others have been rused up, and numbers of our vacant church- 
es have been supplied, we trust, with fiuthful psstors. And perhaps no pe- 
riod has recently existed when our churches have been more umversal^ 
supplied than at the present time. A few new churches and societies have 
been formed, and several broken parishes obtained the regular dispensation 
ofthe word of life. 

The Misrionaiy Sodety of Connecticut, venerable for its years and ex- 
tensive usefulness, is still continuing its operations, though with restricted 
means. And while we dierish with gratefel recollections her past and pre- 
sent suocessfiil labonrs, we would presenTit to the prayers and contributions 
of our churches as second in importance to no other charitable institutioo. 

The Domestic Misrionaiy Society continues to receive the singular smiles 
of heaven. Through its «d, churches have been revived, pastors given to 
those who othenrise must have long been desolate^ and the spint of life im- 
parted to many dead in trespasses and sins. May her heavenly career con- 
tinue with increasing lustre. May her calls receive the attention, the pray- 
en^ and the charities of this Christian commumty. 

The Ford^ Mission School at Cornwall, though called to pass thrciigb 
trisls^ is on the whole cootiniung proq)erous under able and feithful instruc- 
tion. It has tbfarty-five students, most of whom are hopefolty pioos^ and 
they are from ten or twelve different heathen nationa. The streams iasn- 
ingfrom this fountain, are already causing the wilderness to bloMom, and 
the idands to rejmee. 

Yale College oootinues to enjoy not only the smiles of Divine providence 
but the renewing grace of God. Notwithstanding its pecuiuary embarrass- 
ments, the skill and fidelity of its officers are gaining for it a contuiually in- 
creasing share of the pubfic patronage. And we would believe that its hold 
cm the affections of a christian community is becoming claser and s tronger. 
From thirty to forty of the students there, are beneficiaries of the Coonecti- 
cnt Education Society i^-tn institution which deserves more attention than 
t has receired both from ministers and people. 

The blessfaq^ of God most rignaOy rests upon the American Bible Society, 
with its numerous annfiarieas and it if diffusing with increasmg ardor the 
word of life not on^ throagfaool our land, but eren to distant heathen na- 
tionSk 
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Amtd our declensions and the ftppalltng apathy that extensively pferaibt 
God has been pleast'd to visit several of our churches with the refreafahig 
influence of his grace. The revival that existed in Harwhiton, at our hst 
session, has since resuKed in the addition of one hundred and fifty to the 
church. The influences of the Holy bpirit have been granted in greater of 
less nieastires to the churches in Darien, Norfield, Danbury, Broofcfield, 
New Milford, Bethiem, Washington, New Preston, Watertown, Litchfield, 
New.Haven* Meriden. Brooklyn, Aahfbrd, Eastfind, Wcstfoid, Gilead, He- 
bron, Tolland and Wilhngton. 

In most of these places a contiderable number have been added to the 
ohurches, while many othera are rejoicing in hope. In some of tfiese pkces 
the work has recently commenced, and we cannot but indulge the iiope, 
that God IB about to pour his blessingB upon us, as in days that are past.«- 
Additions, though small, have to some amount been made to aevetnl of the 
other churches. May this blessed work of renewing grace eontimie and in- 
crease, till all our churches shall feel its cheering influence, and many sin- 
ners redeemed from eternal death unite in praise to God and the Lamb.-^ 
For this let ministera and churches stretch forth their imploring hands to 
that God, who heareth the ravens when they cry ; and has. never said to the 
seed of Jacob, Seek ye my fiuse in vain ; and unitedly in every well directed 
effort, come up to the help of the Lord. 

From the Delegates of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian efaurch* 
es, we are highly gratifled to learn, that though error, and vice, and apiritoa] 
radifTerence alarmingly prevail through their extensive territoriea, and ma- 
ny are destitute of the stated administrations of (be Caospel, yet God is mani- 
festing to them many tokens of his loving kindness and tender mercy. 

The United Foreign Mi^on Society-^he United Domestic Mtssonaiy 
Society — the Society for Ameliorating the condition of the Jews-^^e Colo- 
nization Society— and the Sunday School Umon, are all in snocessliil opera- 
tion. Their Theological Seminaries and Colleges are receiving increased 
attention and patronage. At the same time God has granted to many of 
their churches, the gracious influences of his Spirit, whereby be is bringing 
many of their sons and daughten to giofy. 

We are pleased to hear from the General Convention in Vennont^ that 
the kingdom of Christ there appeare in her rising glories. That though 
they are not destitute of occasion Ibr lamentation, yet a large number of 
their churehes, the jrear past, have been refreshed with the dews and the 
rains of heaven. Many of these blessings have been received diroogh tiie 
instrumentality of the Juvenile Missionary Society. The state of Middlebu- 
ry College is peculiarly happy. The fiwt, that two thirds of the students are 
hopefully pious, has thrown such a restraining and salutary influence over 
the College, that not one case of disciplimA^le oflTence has occurred daring 
the year. We are glad to learn, also, fitim the University of Vennont, that 
a considerable number of students, and especially of the dans recently en- 
tered, are esteemed pious. 

From Massachusetts we lesrD» that thoiigh error still continots a mensore 
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cfber influeDce» and the love of many waxes cold ; still God is owning bis 
ancient heritage and giving it nwny tokens of his love. In many places the 
footstepsof our Redeemer have been seen in the apparent conversion of 
sinners to God. The smiles of heaven are still manifested to the Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Andover. bhe now numbers about one hundred and thirty 
students. The Domestic Missionary Society is highly blessed of God| and 
exerts a powerfully redeeming influence upon many of thefr desolate 
churches. 

From Ne>i^-Hampshire, we learn with sympathetic emotions, that though 
God has not left them without a witness that he is gracious in a few pleasing 
revivals of his work ; and ministers and churches appear stedfiist in the 
faith ; yet they find abundant occasion to weep over extennve desolations. 
And we would fervently pray that the Great Head of the chiuvh» would in 
mercy, behold their tears, hear their prayers, and turn again their captivity. 
It is matter of sincere congratulatioui thait the smiles of Divine providence 
rest on their College, and about one third of its students are esteemed pious. 

From the Evangelical Consociation in Rhode-Island, we learn, that no im- 
portant change has taken pbtce the psat year. From their report, howev- 
er, we find, they have much occasion for lamentation and mourning; and 
we would unite with them in prayer to God that Zion might there be built 
up and appear in her glory. * 

On the whole, in view of the dealings of God with us, the past yeaiv we 
have oceanon Ifor mingled emotions of lamentation and pnose. Though af- 
flicted, we are not forsaken. God is in 'the midst of us, and will, we trust, 
help us, and that' right early. Amid all our sins and declensional God mani- 
festly owns our churches, as the yine which his own right hand bath planted. 
Our Zion is graven upon the palms of his hands, and her walls are continu- 
ally before him. And while we return to our hd>ours with these tokens of 
his approbation, and a deep sense of our unfaithfulness and unworthiness, let 
us resolve, in Divine strength, that we will not rest from our prayers andila- 
bours, until her righteousness go forth as brightness, and her salvation as a 
lamp thatbunitth. 



No. III. 
Report oa the Everest Fund. 

T» the General jSmoeialkn of Cmneetieutf to be cmwenedai Litchfield, on Ak 
third TwedoB •f'^tme^ 1^85 r— 7%e Committee of the Mttrett Fundpmeni 
thefoUninff MMPOBT.- 

The prindpal of the Fund, at the time of the last annual report, as then 
stated, amounted to 3408 doDars. It was also mentioned that the settlement 
of the estate of the late SokHDon Everest, Esq. of Canton, was not comple- 
ted, and that aomctbing further was expected from the Executor. The ex- 
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pect&tions of the Committee hAve been exceeded. As the Legacy for char- 
itable ptirpoaes was residaair, much of it conttsting' in old and doubtful 
debts, the amount could not be calcukted. Under the management of a 
rery prudent and ^tbfiil Executor, Benjamin Ely, Esq. of bimsbuiy, the 
amount has exceeded the highest expectations. The sum received of the 
Exectttor^since the hst report, is 45Q dollars s making the present principal 
of the Fund, 3858 doDars. A small additional sum may perhaps be receiT- 
ed. The Misnonaiy Sodety of Connecticut receires from the Gbml Testa- 
tor an equal sum with your Committee, and the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Blisnons a sum equal to both of these. 

The amount of interest money in the treasury, at the dale of the last re- 
port, wss 14 dollars and 33 cents. There has been receired suioe that time, 
from debtors of the Fund, 191 dollars and 19 cents; and for interest on mo- 
neys loaned from the treasury, 7 dollars and GO cents ; making in the whole, 
213 dollars and tweWe centk Of this sum, the Conmiiltee have paid to 
Sidney Mills, of Canton, a member of the Junior Class in Tsle Cdlqpe, 100 
dollars; to Mr. Samuel G. Orton, late a member of the Theological Institn- 
tion at Yale College, 20 dollars ; to Walter H. BidweD, a member of the So- 
phomore Class in Tale CoOege, 20 doDan^ with a promise of a like sum at 
the end of the collegiate year ; and to Romulus Barnes, a classmate of Bid- 
well, as a donation without a promise of further assistance* 25 dcdlais; to 
the Domestic Missionary Society of Connecticut, 40 doflars : and for expen- 
eea^ 92 cents. The whole amounting to 205 dollars and 92 centi. i!h&e 
remains 7 dollars and 20 cents in the treasury. 

The interest becoonng due on the first of September next will be 227 
dollars and 8 cents, which with the sum now in the treasury, and what may 
be received from loans, estimated in the whole at 240 dollaiB, will be at the 
disposal of the Committee for the ensuing year. Of this sum, TOdoOan are 
appropriated to be paid at the end of the coDegiate year. The amount of 
interest accruing in the year ending Sept. lat^ 1826^ is estimated at 232 dol- 
lars. 

The Committee have thought proper to consUtute one of their number 
their Treasurer, to whom the notes belopgiqg to them will^ in fiitare» be 
made payable. 

The Committee beg leave to ask the opinion of the General Aasociation 
with regard to an application to the Legidatore of the State for an Act of 
bicorporation. 

The beneficiaries of die Committee are, hopefully, pious yoaths^ intend* 
ing, with the leave of Providence, to engage in the woric of the gixpel min- 
istry. From Sidney Mills, the principal beneficiary, the Committee have ta- 
ken a writing by which he isobfigited to repay the sums be receive s from 
them, if he neglects to pnvsue the work of the mimstry, unless providential- 
ly prevented. 

JEREMIAH HALLOCK, 
THOMAS BOBBINS, 
NOAH PORTER. 
West-HaitMf June 7th, 1825. 
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No. IV. 
Account of the Treasurer of Ihe General Association. 

JReceiptt by the Trecuurer^from June^ 1824^ to June^ 1825. 

1824. 
June. Received of Rev. T. P. Gillett, 

for New- Haven East Aflsociationy - - f^2 50 

" ofRev. C. G. Lee, 

for Fairfield East Association, - - - - 1 75 
" of Rev. Stephen Mason, 

for Litchfield South Association^ • - - 7 00 

" of Rev. Chauncey Booth, 

for ToUand Association, 3 00 

" Rev. David Selden, 

for Middlesex Association, - - - - 3 00 

]>ec. 22. " of Rev. Salmon Gone, ^ 

1825. for New-London Association, - - - - 2 75 

March 23. " of Rev. James Porter, 

for Windham Association, . ^ . . 3 00 

** of Rev. Isaac Parsons, 

for Middlesex Association, 1 50 

May 26. '* of Rev. Charles Prentice, 

for Litchfield North Association, ... 3 00 
June 6. ** of Rev. Joy H. Fairchild, 

for Hartford North Association, - - - - . 6 25 
9. «« of Rev. Joab Brace, 

for Hartford South Association, . . • 5 00 

g38 75 

M). 2. 

1825. 
Sept. 10. To paid balance due to your late Treasurer, 

1825. Dr. Abel FUnt, gl3 00 

June 11. To paid Peter B. Gleoson & Co. for printing Minutes 

oflast year, as per their bili^ - - - - 35 13 

To superintending printing Minutes, &c. - - - 5 00 

253 13 

JVo. 3. t^^tmmm 

Oeneral Staiemctit, 

Paid the late Treasurer balance of his account, - - 13 00 
Disbursements as found in above statement, - - - 40 13 

53 13 

Receipts from June, 1824^ to 1825, - - - - - - 38 75 

BalanceduetheTreasurer, June 14^1825, .... 21438 

JOEL H. LINSLEY, Treaturer. 
1825, 14th June. 

This certifies that I have ezam'med the accotftits of Rev. Joel H. Linsley, 
as Treasurer of the General Association, for the last year; that I find them 
accurately kept and satiifiictorily vouched ; and that there is now a balance 
due him of fourteen dolluB and tbirty-^ight cents. 

C. CHAPIN, JudU^r. 

3 
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No. V. 

(^yrtit corrected List of Mintften, as made out hj the Committeev did 
BOtcome to hand. We have made as correct a list as we could from the 
neaoswc posaeiied* 

A lAH (f the TonmSf Cangregaiianal Societies eoid Ministers m the 
State rf Cannectieuty in canneximi with the General Association, or- 
ranged according to the District Associations. 

1. HARTFOBB NORTH ASSOCIATION. 

Towns. SocieHet. MtUMtert. 

Hartford, First, or Centre, JoelHawes. 

Second, or Soutli, Joel H* Linslej. 

North, Carlos Wilcox. 

Third, or West, Nathan Perkins, D. D. 

East-Hartford, Joy H. Fairchild. 

East-Windsor, First, Thomas Bobbins. 

North, or Scantic, Shubael Banlett 

Enfield, Francis L. Bobbins. 

Fununi^on, First, Noah Porter. 

NorUungton. JStf^iSlelL 

Third, Bela Kellogg. 

Granby, Salmon Brook, Isaac Porter. 

Turkey Hills, 

Hartland, East, Ammllinsley. » 

West, CNathamelGaylord, 

dAdolphusFerty. 

Mnchester, Enoch Burt. 

Simsbuiy, Alien M'Lean. 

Suffield, West, Joseph BGz. 

Windsor, First, Henry A. Bowbmd. 

Wintonbuiy, John Bartlett. 

Barkhamsted, SaulChvk/ 

2. HABTFOBB SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

New Britain^ 

Worthington, Samtiel Goodrich. 

Bristol, Jonathan Cone, 

Glastenbuxy, First, Caleb Burge. 

Eastbury, Jacob Allen. 

Southington, David L. Ogden. 

Wethersfield, First, Caleb J. Tenney. 

Newington, Joab Brace. 

9 Bocky Hill, Cahrin Chapin, D. D. 

Wolcott, 

Middletown, First, John R. Crane. 

Upj>er Houses, Joshua L. Wilfiams. 

ixr««fi;«M C Thomas Miner, 

Wcstfidd, t Stephen Hayei. 

mddlefield, Stephen Hayes. 

Chatham* First, Harrey Talcott. 



Towns, 
New-Haven, 



Cheshire, 
Derby, 



Hamden^ 

Middlebury, 
Mi]ford» 

Orange, 

Oxford, 
Waterbury,. 

Woodbridge, 

Yale College, 



Branford, 



Cheshire, 

Eayt Haren, 
GuiUbrd, 



Meriden, 
North Hayen, 
Wallingford, 
Durham, 
Yale College, 
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3. NEW-HAVEN WEST ASSOCIATION. 

SodeUcM. MinUtert. 

First, Leonard Bacon. 

United Society, Samuel Merwin. 

Yale College, Eleazer T. Fitch. 
Columbia, 

First,* Zephaniah Swut. 

Great Hill, Abner Smith. 

Humphreysville, Ephraim G. Swift. 

Mount Caimel, BBphaJet B. Colemsn. 

East Plains, 

MarkMead. 
firsts Bezaleel Pinneo. 

Second, . Jehu Clark. 

Pint, Stephen W. Stcbbms. 

Second, Erastus Scranton. 

First, Daniel Crane. 

Salem, Amos Pettengill. 

Amity, Jason Allen. 

Bethany, [President. 

. . /- . rjer.Day, D.D, LL.D. 

^N. W. TayUir, D. D. 

C [Praf. of Didac TheoL 
» 

4. NEW-HAVEN EAST ASSOCIATION. 

rirst, Timothy P. Gillett 

North Branford, 

Northlord, Matthew Noycs. 

Rrst, 

..... StephenDodd. 

Pint, Aaron Button. 

East Guilford, 

North Guilford, Zolva Whitmore. 

North Bristol John Ely. ^ 

Charies J. Hinsdale. 

Willism J. Boardman. 

James Noyes. 

David Smith. 

« . . - . Chauncey A. Goodrich, 

[Prof.ofBhet. 
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5. NEW.LONDON ASSOCIATION. 

Toxmt. Societiet. Mmtiers, 

New-London, . - . - - AbelM'Ewen. 

Norwich, First, Joseph Strong, D. I>. 

Chelsea, Alfred MitcheU. 

Bozrah, David Austin. 

Colchester, Sahnon Cone. 

Franklin, First, Samuel Nott 

Griswold, Horatio Waldo. 

Jewett's City, Seth Btiss. 

Gwton. Ic^nd,} Timothy Tuttk. 

Lisbon, Newent, Levi Nelson. 

Lyme, Second, « John R. St. John. 

Montville, First, Abisliai Alden. 

Chesterfield, 

North Stonington, 

Preston, First, John Hyde. 

Long Society, 

Salem, Eli Hyde. 

Stonington, .... - Ira Hart. 

I^b^on, Goshen, Erastus Ripley. 

6. FAIRFIELD WEST ASSOCIATION. 

Fairfield, First, Nathaniel Hewit 

Green's Farms^ Edward W. Hooker. 

Greenfield, Richard V. Dey. 

Darien, Eleazer Piatt 

Greenwich, First, 

West, Isaac Lewis, Jr. 

Stanwich, Pktt Buffett* • 

New Canaan, - - - - . WilKam Bonney. 

Norwalk, Sylvester Eaton. 

Ridgefield, First, 

« Hidgeboiy, Nathan Burton. 

Stamford, Hrst, Daniel Smith. 

North Stamford, Heniy Fuller. 
Weston, Norfield, 

North Fairfield, Nathaniel Freeman. 

Wilton, Sylvanos Haight. 

7. FAIRFIELD EAST ASSOCIATION. 

Danbury, First, * William Andrews. 

Bethel, John G. Low. 
Bridreport, - - - - - Elijah Waterman. 

Brookneld, Abner Brundage. 

Huntington, . - - . . Thomas Punderson. 

Monroe, Chauncey G. Lee. 

New Fairfield, 

Newtown, . . - - . William Mitchell. 

Redding, ..... WiUiam C. Kniffen. 

Stratford, Joshua Leavitt. 

Trumbull, ..... 

New Milford, First, Andrew Eliot. 

TaleCoIlegt, Matthew R. Datton, Prof. 

[of Math. & Nat. PhlL 



ToToru* 
Brooklyn^ 
Asbford, 



Canterbury, 

Chaplin, 
Columbia, 
Hampton, 
KUUngly, 

Lebanon, 

Mansfield, 

Plainfield 
Pomfret, 

Sterling, 

ThompsoD, 

Yoluntown, 

Windliaro, 

Woodstock, 



9. 



Canaan, 

Colebrook, 
Cornwall, 

Goshen, 

Kent, 

New-Hartford, 

Norfolk, 

Salisbury, 

Sharon, 

Torrington, 



Warren, 
Winchester, 

Burlington, 
Canton, 



last of Ministers^ &c. 2 1 

8. WINDHAM ASSOCIATION. 

Societies, J^Gnistera, 

----- Ambrose Edson. 

First, Philo Judson. 
Westford, 

Eastford, Reuben Torrey. 

First, Thomas J. Murdock» 

Westminster, Israel G. Rose. 

----- Jared Andrews. 

David Dickinson. 

- - - - • Daniel G. Sprague. 

Second, Israel Day. • 

Third, Roswell Whitmore. 

First, 

Exeter, Daniel Waldo. 

First, Anson S. Atwood. 

North, 

Orin Fowler. 

First, James Poiter. 

Abington, Walter Lyon. 

Daniel Dow. 

First, Cornelius B. Everest. 

First, 

Muddy Brook, Samuel Backus. 

West, Alvan Underwood. 

UTCHFIELD NORTH ASSOCIATION. 

First, Charles Prentice. 

North, Pitkin Cowles. 

Chauncey Lee, D.D. 

First, Timothy Stone. 

Second, Walter Smith. 

Joseph Harvey. 

----- Lauren P. Hickok. 

----- Cyrus Yale. 

----- Ralph Emerson. 

L. E. Lathrop. 

First, David L. Perry. 

Ellsworth, Frederick Gridley. 

First, Alexander Gillett. 

T«i**;»<»r/^i.«4 C Samuel J Mills, 

Tomngford. | Epaphras Goodman. 

5 Peter Starr, 

^HartTalcott. 

First, Frederick Marsh. 

Winsted, James Beach. 

C Jonathan Miller, 
^ Erastus Clapp. 

----- Jeremiah Hallock. 
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10. LITCHFIELD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 

TVvfif. Sodetiet. 

Litchfield, First, . Lyntn Beecher, D. D. 

South Fannsi Hemy Robimoiu 

Northfield, Joieph E. Caop. 

Mihon, 

BethleiDt 

Hwwinton, Geoiige B. Pierce. 

New Mitfbrdt Bridgewater, 

Plymouth, * Luther Hart 

Bozbuiy, . . • - • Fofldick Barmm. 

Waahin^^Ai, Pint, Stephen Maaon. 

New Preston, Charies A. Boardman. 

Watertown, . . - . . Darius O. Griswold. 

Woodbury, South, Samuel It Andrew. 

"North, Grove L. BrowneO. 
Southbury, Firat, 

South Britain, Noah Smith. 

Sherman, ..... Maltby Gelston. 

11. MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION. 

Haddam, JohnMarth. 

Chatham, Middle Haddam, 

East Hampton, Joel West. 

Millington, Herman L. Yaill. 

Hadlyme, Joseph VailL 
KiOiniprorth, First, 

North, Am King. 

Saybrook, First, Frederick W. HotchkisB. 

Petdpaug, Aaron Hovey. 

Westt>rook^ Syhrester Selden. 

Chester, WilfiamCaae. 

Colchester, West Chester, Jacob Scalea. 

Lyme, Firrt, lAthrop RockwelL 

North, Jonah Hawes. 

12. TOLLAND ASSOCIATION. 

Tolbnd. JSSTn^S!^"'* 

Bolton, LaviuaHyde. 

Coventiy, First, Chauncev Booth. 

North, George A. Calhoun. 

AndoTcr, Augustus B. Collins. 

Ellington, - - . . . Diodate>Brockway. 

Hebron, First, 

GUead, 

Somers, Wilfiam L. Strong. 

Stafford, Firrt, Harvey Smith. 

West, Joseph Knight. 

Vernon, • . . - . Amzi Benedict. 

Union, ..... Nehemiah B. Bealdsley. 

Willington, ..... Hubbel Loomis. 

Marlborottgfa, David B. Ripley. 



Unsettled Ministers and LketUiates. 



23 



No. VI. 

List of Unsettled Ministers^ in connexion with the General Associor 
tiony and of lAcentiaUs from the several Associations. 

The Committee Appointed to prepare a fist of Unsettled Ministers and 
Licentiates, report^that, soiar as the^^ have been able to procure infoima^ 
tion on the subject, the following is a correct list of those connected with 
the several District Associations. 

1, HARTFORD NORTH. 



Unsettled Mnieten* 
Samuel Whittelsey, Hartford, 
Chester Colton, , do. 
Horace Hooker, * do. 
FUvel S. Gaylord, Hartland. 



IdcerUiaiee, 
William W. Turner, Hartfoid, 
Horatio N. Brinsmade, do. 
Ozias S. Eell% Barkhamsted, 
John Richaxds, Farmington. 



3. HARTFORD SOUTH. 

William Robinson, Southington, | lEdwaid Robinson, Farmington, 

d, Glistenbuiy. i ISamuel H. Cowies, do. 

3. NEW-HAVEN WEST. 



William Lockwood, 



Abraham Ailing, Hamden, 
Samuel Rich, Columbia, 
Jedediah Morse, D. D. New-Haven, 
Luke Wood, Cheshire. 



lEdward Bull, Saybrook, 
IWUEam C. Fowler, Guilford, 
Simeon S. Jocelin, New-Haven» 
Francis H. Case, Canton, 
Chauncey Whittlesey, New-Haven, 
Swan L. Pomeroy, Northampton, Ms. 
Charles Nicols, Derby, 
SamuelT. Babbitt, Monroe. 



4. NEW-HAVEN EAST. 



I George Coan, Guilford, 
I John Maltby, Branford. 



5. NEW-LONDON. 



Geoige A. Woodbridge, Norwich, 
Elijah Hartshorn, Franklin, 
John Smith, Groton, 
Joseph Ayer, Jr. N. Stonington. 



6. FAHtFIELD WEST. 



Hez'h. Ripley, D. D. Green's Farms, 
Isaac Lewis, D. D. Greenwich, 
John Noyes, Weston, 
William Beklen, New-Tork. 



Benaiah Y. Morse, Danbuiy, 
Henry Benedict, Norwalk. 



7. FAIRFIELD EAST. 



Jonathan Bartlett, Redding, 
Peter Lockwood, Bridgeport, 
Reuben Taylor, Warren, 
Daniel Crocker, Poundridge, N. T. 



Thomas T. Watennaii, Bridgeportp 
Epenetus P. Benedict, do. 
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8. WINDHAM. 



Unaettled MniaterM. 
E)ipha1et Lyman, ^^'oodstockp 
Ludovicus Weld, Hampton. 



Liceniiaiet, 
David Metcal^ L«banon, 
Nehcmlah Brown. 



9. LITCHFIELD NORTH. 

Amasa Jerome, New Hartford, |IJ. Catlin, Jr. N. Marlborough^ Ms. 

Asahel Gay lord, Norfolk. I; Stephen Peet, Ohio. 

10. LITCHFIELD SOUTH. 



Joshua Williamsi Bethlem, 
John Langdon, do. 
Levi Smith, Kent, 
Asahel Nettleton, Killingworth, 



Abraham Brown, South Britain, 
Samuel Bissel, Aurora, Ohio, 
Samuel Orton, Litchfield. 



11. MIDDLESEX. 

William Lyman, D. D. | {Jonathan Silliman, Saybrook. 

12. TOLLAND. 

Calvin Ingals, Stafford, ) 

William Kly, Hartford. 



No. VH. 

Choice of Dclcscaies. 

The Delegates to the several Eccle^t jcal Bodies, in coYmexion with the 
General Association of Connecticut, to be holden in June, 1826, are to be 
nonunated by the several Associations, as follows : 

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, fop May, ISST, 
Tolland, New.London, and Fairfield West Associations. 

To the General Association of Massachusetts, for June, 1BI27, Windham 
and Fairfield East Associations. 

To the General Association of New-Hampshire, for September, 1826, 
Litchfield North and Litchfield South Associations. 

To the General Convention of Vermont, for September, 1826, Middlesex 
and Tolland Associations. 

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode-bland, for June, 1827, Hart- 
ford North and Hartford South Associations. 
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